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oLD WORLD

HAPPENINGS

Discussed by Correspondents of
dmerican Papers-

Warked Improvements in Foreign Re-
lations—Hes Majesty’s Health—Sit-
uation in Africa—Nicaraguan
Canal and China.

London, Dec. 23. — Isaac Ford, in his
cable letter this morning, says: There
has been a marked improvement In
foreign relations during the last year.
German friendship has proved to be
real and earnest, and French jealousy
has been less mischievous than was
feared. If it be impossible te find out
what is going on in China, the Anglo-
German alliance is an evidence that
British interests have not been neglect-
pd, and that no European coalition can
be formed against them.

THE BIG DITCH.

If the Anglo-American relations are

really clouded by the senate amend-

ments to the canal treaty the English !

press 1s slow in discovering it, and the
general public is incredulous and op-
timistic.

The Saturday Review, true to its
moss-grown tradifion, finds in what it

describes as “The Nicaraguan scandal” |
proofs that the United States Senate |

is playing havoc with the rights of na-
tions and international agreements,
that the president is a weak politician,
and that England, by her policy of per-

petual concession to the United States, |

has herself to thank for the whole
bother.

The Economist, in a graver and more
convincing argument, lays stress upon
the duty of respecting treaties until
their obligations are dissolved by mu-

tual consent, and expresses the hope |
that Mr. McKinley will rise to the occa-

sion and become the champion of un-

sullied national honor and public faith. |

Even the mellow Spectator, which
would accept fortification of the canal
as a guarantee of neutralization,

charges the senate with treating the |
Hay-Pauncefote conventions as if it

were the work of the merest ignoramus,
and with sacrificing treaty obligations
with levity and recklessness. These

weekly moralists take a more serious |
than the !

view of the whole affair
daily press.
POSSIBILITIES OF

The general impression is that the
transcontinental railways are making

use of the senate to Kkill the treaty and |

prevent the construction of the canal,
and that the McKinley Administration
rather than England is under attack.

If Secretary Hay has contrived in
the agreement with the Nicaragua
Government to outwit the senators and
to include in it a guarantee of his own
convention with Lord Pauncefote, or if
President McKinley can offer the for-
eign office some leeway for making con-
cessions based on equivalents, it may
not be impossible to patch up some
fresh compromise, although the p- b-
abilitles are against it. The result
will depend upon the president’s own
attitude and defensive resources,
Neither the foreign office nor the

English people have any desire to pre- |

vent the construction of the canal in

the Interests of the freight business |

of the railways.
THE QUEEN’S HEALTH.
Referring to current rumors
garding her majesty’s health, Mr.
Ford says: Court circulars show
that the Queen is driving daily at
Osborne, and this is accepted as a
sign that the apprehensions current in
the west end respecting the fail-
ing of her health are groundless. It is
noticeable that the royal family party
for Chliristmas 1s smaller than usual,
and that the Cimiez plans are in a
etate of uncertainty. Without doubt

re=-

there has been considerable uneasi- |

ness in the inner circles at court, the
Queen’s loss of appetite being consid-
ered an unfavorable symptom,

Christian’s household being noticeable.
The Queen is described by those who

have seen her recently as unusually |

haggard and shrunken.
IN SOUTH AFRICA.

In regard to South Africa, Mr. Ford |

gays: The situation in the Dutch terri-

tories is clearing slowly. The raiding |
bands which have invaded Cape Colony |
have not made any important captures |

or obtained any considerable number of
recruits,and will probably be headed off
speedily and forcad to retire. They are
operating egainst picked and petty gar-
risons, and are picking up horses, clo-
thing and miscellaneous supplies.

CHILLY ‘RECEPTION GIVEN THE

RAIDERS.

The welcome extended them by Dutch
residents who have property to lose is
ehilly. De Wet is reported in the Lady-
brand district with a thousand men,
and Botha is hovering about Stander-
ton with a force of equal strength. The
operations of French and Clements
against Delarey are not described in
detail, but the Boers have apparently
been scattered. A small Boer comman-
do is reporteé in the Pietersburg dis-
trict and a lafger one is in the neigh-
borhood of Koomatipoort.

EXAGGERATED REPORTS.

Small bands of guerillas are in other
sections of the veldt, but they are with-
out artillery, and are incapable of mak-
ing a serious attack upon the line of
communications. The Boer campaign,
when exaggeraied estimates of the
strength of the forces remaining in
the field are corrected, is less formid-
able than is ordinarily represented.
The mobility of the raiding columns
prevents successful pursuit, but no
permanent advantages are derived
even from such brilliant episodes
those of Deweisdorp and Nooitge-
dacht, harassing and troublesome as
are the tactics employed. An enor-
mous British army still remains in
Bouth Africa, and requires reinforce-
ments, but the victory is won and

cannot be undone, and there is noth- |

Ing to embitter*the Christmas cheer.
BOUNDARY QUESTIONS.

The announcement that the Nether-
lands doee not consider itseil bound
by the Paris-Venezuela commission
fecision regarding the Angilo-Dutch
froniier is not regarded by the for-
eign ofifice a2s being of any import-

wee or as likely to form the basis for |

International friction.
DOESN'T WCRRY JOHEN BULL.
WAnother correspondent cables: The

Nicumaguan Canal still fails to arouse

any ueal deep inlerest here, as it is

thoroughiy undsrstood that

future.

The Chinese negotiations are re-
e ded meve in the light of a mo-
notonous farce than a serious prob-
fem, thanks to the apsurd misunder-
etandings which bave arisen between

the powers themselves. The only
quarter in London where the perform-
ance is thoroughly enjoyed is in the
Chinese legation, in which S8ir Chih
Chen JI.o Feng Lu, the minister of
China, mourning secludediy for his
brother, is reported to be in a state of
perpetual chuckie over the attitude of
Christendom.
EDUCATIONAL MATTERS.

The decision of the queen’s bench
court, declarung it to be iliegal for the
London school board to spend the
raiepayers’ money for teaching sci-
ence aend art at evening classes for
adults has created perturbation. Some
90,600 pupils are affecied, and the
wihole of London’s educational system
must be reversed if the House of
Lords upholds the verdict. The Speak-
er declares it is the most serious dis-
aster which has befallen education
for some time. Columns of comment
appear on the subject in the duilies.
Other large cities are seriously con-
cerned as they all have classes sim-
ilar to those of London. The head-
masters of expensive schools appear
to approve of the decision.

BROKERS ACTED
LIKE SCHOOL BOYS

Dignity Thrown to the Winds in a Christmas
Celebration on 'Change

New York, Dec. 24.—Holiday cele-

COMPROMISE. |

and |
her anxiety over the recent bereave- |
ments and harassing care of Princess !

as |

Great
Britein will take no action in the near |

brations were held at the stock ex-
change and the consolidated exchange
Saturday. Elaborate  preparations
had been made and both exchanges

! were packed with mempbers and their

friends. At the etock exchange the

fun began soon after the close of the !

| market. An enormous eveigreen tree
! hung 'with electric %ights and decora-
tions of many kinds, stood on a plat-
form near the street entrance.
the stained-glass skylight

pended garlands and wreaths

al flag.

The programme opened with a pat-
riotic mir by the Tth Regiment band,
which was stationed on a piatform
near the rostrum.
was master of ceremonies. At a sig-
trading floor were opened, and a per-
| fect storm of colored paper, confetti,
wriggling snakes, rubber baills and
favers of various kinds descended up-
on the heads of the brokers., Then

came inflated paper sheep, bears, bulls !
which were .

and similar cbjects,
caunght by the crowd on the floor.

Dignity was thrown to the winds,
: 01ld members as well as younger ones
| indulged in horseplaw,
lookers laughed in delight,
ing posts genemally ended in good-
natured teasing of some broker who
| was forced to make a smeech off thanlks
| for the distinguished courtesy shown
him.

The programme at the Cons-lidated
| Exchangze was more formal in charac-

ance.

LOVE LETTERS
AND FLORAL CODE.

Figure in a Boston Minister's Divorce Suit
—A Widow in the Case,

Boston, Mass.,, Dec. 24 —Mrs, Anne

on, who was charged with miscon-
duct with the widow of Representa-
tive Amermann, of Scranton, Pa. Mrs.
Dixon testified that she had scen her
husband and the widow in a room to-
getner, having bored holes {(n  the
doors and cellings. Dr. Dixon’s charges
| of cauelty were dismissed.

The court made no disposition of the
children, two of whom are mow praec-
tically under the control of their fa-
ther, and the other of her mother.

Mrs.
mony, because Mrs, Amermann had
left to Mr, Dixon about §50,000. As
i thhe will of Mrs. Awsermann is being
fought by her reiatives, it s likely to

tled.

The most interesting incident of the
divorce trfal was the introduction of
love lelters with a fioral code, which
| Mrs. Dixon's laiwyers contend had been

writien by Dr. Dixon to Mrs. Amer- |

mann,
Mrs. Amermann became well
quainted with Dr. Dixon while

ac-
she

was building a memorizl cottage for |
had |

her husband. Mr. Amermann
{ been the clergyman's friend. The
widow left an estate of about $250,000.
In the will Dr. Dixon was given $50,-
000 and Mrs. Amermenn’s horses for
life, and $10,000 to keep them.

BIBLE AS A TEXT BOOK.

Church People Ask for its Use in Schools—
Want a Half-Hour on Two Days a
Week—Premier Ross’ Vieiws,

An Influential deputation waited on
Premier Ross on Thursday afternoon and
asked for a provision for religlous in-
struction in the public schocls of the
province. Among thosze present were:
Principal Caven, Bishop Swcaiman, Prin-
cipal Sheraton, Rev. Dr. Potts, Mr. W.
E. . Massey, Mr. N. W. Rowell, Sena-
tor Allan, Mr. N. W. Hoyles, Rev. Dr,
Courtice, Rev. J. A. Macdonald, Bishop
Baldwin of London, Rev. Dr. Dewart,
Mr. Lawrence Baldwin. ’

The deputation requested tliat half an
hour ve set apart two davs in t.he week
for the purpose of giving practical re}l-
gious instruction from the Bible—ihat is,
that the Bible should be used the same
{ as any other text book, to be read by the
| pupils, and to be explained by the
teacher. They also asked that the Lord’'s
Prayer and the Ten Commandments
ghould be printed in large type and post-
ed in the various school houses,

The premier replied that it was a some-
what serious question. The danger of the
proposition was that the teachers might
give a denominational tinge to the in-
struction, and in that way create dis-
! content in the scheoi distriete in which
: they were engaged. Another danger was
! that such a change might lead 10 a de-
mand for denominational schoools, for if
the Bib% was to be expounded «t all the
various denominations might want it ex-
%ounded according to rhelr own views.

owever, the premier expressed his
| strong sympathy with the fullest extent

of religious instruction compatible w..a
the non-denominational character of our
‘pub!‘x.c schools and tae maintenance of

the integrity of the school system on
the basis on which it was established
by Dr. Ryerson, and on which it has
grown so successfully so far.

DROWNED IN THE ST. CLAIR.

Sarnia, Ont., Dec. 24. — John McKay,
aged about 55 years, was found
drowned in the river Friday. The body
was discovered in the rear of Hill's
miil on the bay shore. Deceased was
a bachelor, and lived in Sarnia for
! many years, being a laborer. John Mc-

vator here, is & brother of deceased.

j Kay, weigh master at the G. T. R. ele-

From !
were sus- |
of |
green, while the railings of the bal- |
conies were brilliant with the nation- |
! says:
| able of opposing the United

Charles Knoblach |

nal the windows which overlooked the |
| Miss Alta TRockefeller,

| grave that all known methods

while the on- |

Imprompku parades around the trad- |

‘ ter and included a vamdeville perform- ;r;r’n:qthing

Dixon has secured a decree of aibso- |
{ lute divorce from Rev. Joseph K. Dix- |

{ tims of the malady.

Dixecn’s counsel asked four_a,l!-!

5 vy belore il et ; & |
be a year befo this question is set | Hampstead.

! Madeline Reilly, the playwright.

PARKER'S
EDITORIAL
METHODS

How the Reverend Gentleman Fill
the Racing Column.

Doctors Cultivate New Drums for the
Ears of Miss Aita Rockefeller.

London, Dec. 24.—In the Sun Satur-

| day afternoon, Rev. Mr. Parker prints

next to a two-column prospectus of
the mines owned by Mr. Bottomley, |
the proprietor of the paper, and inl
place of the usual racing column, !
what he calls a corrected race record |
as follows:

The Eternity Stakes—The
born in sin, etc., Psalm, H. 5. |

The race—All gone out of the way, |
ete. 'Romans.

The finish—After death the judg-
ment, ete. Hebrews, ix. 27.

The weighing-room — Thou art|
weighed in the balances and art found !
wanting. Daniel, v. 27. !

Settling day—For what shall it |
profit & man if he shall gain the whole
world and lose his own soul—Mark |
viil, 86. : |

The betting items include 10 to 1 on |
bookmaker, 20 to ‘1 against novice, 40
}10 1 against yokel end 100 to 1 against

ats.

start, |

THE CANAL TREATY.

The Hay-Pauncefote canal treaty, !
with the United Statea Senate’s am- |
endments will be on their way to Lon- |
don by the steamer which leaves New |
York next Tuesday. i

St. Petersburg, Dec. 24.—The Novos-
ti, discussing the Nicaragua canal,
“England is evidently incap-
States,
the fact being that America 1s rising
proportionately as England is slow.”

DEAF NO LONGER.

The first details of the treatment of
daughter of
John D. Rockefeller, the American
multi-millionaire, for deafness, by Dr.
Isadore Muller, of Vienna, have been
made public. Dr. Muller said: i

“When Miss Rockefeller’'s case was
brought to my attention, it was o,
had
I was forced
which have

been tried unavailingly.
to Invent new methods,
fortunately succeeded. :

‘“The first was to introduce a small
gold plate into the ear, fashioned into
the required shape. This was placed
between the ear drum and the chain of
small bones which transmit the vibra-

| tions to the Internal ear. This improv-

ed the patient’s hearing so much that
&he could hear the ticking of a watch,
she had not heard for

“T'he second was to replace the de-
stroyed portions of the tympanum or
ear drum by myringoplastic meons. |
Here again I inserted small gold
plates. This was tried only after ev-
ery known method had been msed in
vain.

“Two months ago the patient came
to Vienna for the continuation of her
treatment, which I have now carried
to an unexpected point of success.”

The doctor doesn’t say anything |
about the size of his fee. i

GRIP IN 8T. PETERSBURG.

The influenza epidemic in St. Peters-
burg is so severe that the mortality
returns for the last week thave been
the highest for a ‘decade. A meeting
of physicians was summoned to dis- |
cuss remedies, but scarcely half a
dozen responded to the call, the rest
being overworked or themselves viec-
The weather is
conducive to the spread of the dis- |
order, being changeable, with snow |
and slush alternating.

ROBERTSON—ELLIOTT.

Mr. Forbes Robertson, the actor-]
manager, and Miss Gertrude Elliott, |
gister of Maxine RElliott (Mrs. Nat |
Goodwin), were married Saturday af-!
ternoon at All Souls’ Church, South
The ceremony was most
quiet. There were no bridesmaids,
but the bride was supported by Mrs.
Mr. |
Norman Forbes was the best man.

LOOT FROM CHINA,

The French steamer Colombo, from |
China, has arrived at Marseilles, !
bringing another Instaliment of loot !
forwardad by Gen. Frye. The loot |
was held by order of the Eovernment.
Most of the objects will be returned.

CONSERVATIVE ELECTED.

Mr. Worsley Taylor, a Conservative,
has been elected to  represent the
Blackpool division of Lamcashire in
the House of Commons fn succession
to Sir Maltthew White Ridley, who,
according to parliamentary usage, re-
linquished his seat in the Lower
House on being elevated to the peer-
ege, ‘with the title of Viscount Ridley.
In this election the Conservative ma-
jority was cut in half. In the late
general election Sir Matthew was un-
opposed.

THE LATE DEAN LATUDER.

The Very Rev. J. S. Lauder, dean of
Ottawn, and chaplain of the Canadian
Senate, whose death at New Brigh-
ton was announced on Saturdwy, was
prominent in the Anglican Church of
Canada for a great many years. Dean
Lauder received his early education in
Ireland, but wes a graduste of Trin-
ity University; Toronto. After his or-
dination he was located at Si. Catha-
rines, Cagleton Place, Merrickville and
Ottawa. He was a strong advocaite of
the beiter observance of the Lord’'s
Day.

HURT THIRTY STRIKERS.

Antwerp, Dec. 24.—A fresh attack
was made by the striking dock labor-
ers on non-uniomists, Saturday. Police-
men charged +the strikers, firing re-
volvers. Thirty men were rwounded,
ten of them severely. Their aktitude

BEAUTIFUL SKIN

Soft White Hands
LuxuriantHair

lcur
SUAP ¢

The most effective skin purifying and beaati=
fying soap in the world, as well as purest and
sweetest for toilet, bath, and nursery. The
only preventive of pimples, blackheads, red,
rough, and oily skin, red, rough hands with
itcking palms and shapeless nails, dry, thin,
and falling hair, and simple baby blemishes,
because the only preventive of the caunse, viz.,
inflammation and clogging of the Poxzs.

-Bo!d everywhere. T m depots: F. Nzwaazy, Loa-

Miny, Paris; R & 3
A A e
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{ China, the government
i that the Maine will

Groceries and

Crockery Dept.
in Basement.

The Runians, Gray, Gaie Go.

The New
Idea Patterns,
10c.

208, 210, 210%, ‘212 DUNDAS STREET, LONDON, ONT.
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Kid Glove Bargains For Xmas.

THIS EVENING UNTIL 10:00 O’CLOCK.

STORE OPEN

PN N,

Our regular 75¢ Kid Glove, in shades of tan, brown, mode, bea-
ver and white, with 2 clasps and heavy stitching. Special, per pair

H9¢c

Pewney’'s Fine French Kid Gloves, in all new shades, 2 clasps,

and white and black points,

only

Regular $1 quality.

Special, per pair

79¢c

Regular $1.50

Perrin’s and Fowne's best gloves, in modes, beavers, blue, pur-
ple, green and tan,

and $1.256, Saturday night

$1 10

night at

at

at

Perrin’s $1 and $1.25‘-‘~ench Kid Gloves in shades
of beaver, mode, tan, brown, “green and blue,

Special Saturday

$1 00

B i e e

Ladies’ Fleece-Lined Mitts, in black. brown and tan; all sizes;
very special at per pair

85¢c

Lined Mitts, with Fur tops—fleece-lined. Special at

75¢c and $1

Ladies’ Mocha Mitts, in brown and black; all sizes,

Special

$1 50

Ladies’ Fur-Lined Mitts and Gloves, in tan and brown; extra
quality., Special at

$175 and $2

Children’s Mocha Mitts, with fur tops, in brown shades,

;s menacing, the police are being re-
inforced, and more fighting is immi-

nent,
CABLE NOTES.

The Aurore (Paris) publishes a long
ﬂeottt:r from Emil Zola to President
Loubet, protesting against the passage

! of the amnesty bill, which he stigma-

tized “as e grave fault of the govern-
ment.”

A dispatch has been received from
Hong Kong saying that American
hospital ship Maine will arrive at
Southampion Jan, 10 with 108 sick men
on BHoard. After consultation with the
and military authorities in

has decided
not be further
needed.

Frederick Richerd Pickersgill, the
painter, who was kesper of the Royal
Academy from 1873 to 1887, died Fri-
day. He was born in London in 1830.

The steamer New York, which sail-
ed from Southamptomn, wvia Cherbourg,
Saturday, took the passengers of the
steamer Westernland from Antwerp
for New York, which was towed into

! Southampton with the loss of her pro-

pelier.

THERE IS DANGER IN NEG-
LECTING A COLD. Mary who have
died of consumption dated their trou-
bles from exposure, followed by a coid
which settled on their lungs, and in a
short time they were beyond the skill
of the best physician. Had they used
Bickle's Anti-Consumptive Syrup, be-
fore it was too late, their lives would
have been spared. This medicine has
no egual for curing coughs, colds and
all affections of the throat and lungs.

The grave of the famous cown, Gri-
maldi, in the churchyard of St. James’,
Pentonville, London, is greatly in meed
of restoration.

A Woman’'s Awful Peril,
“There is only ome chance to save

{ your life, and that is through an op-
. eration,”
{ heard by Mrs.

were the startling words
I. B. Hunt, of Lime
Ridge, Wis.,, from her doctor after he
bad vainly tried to cure her of a
frightful case of stomach trouble and
yellow jaundice. Gall stones had form-
ed, and they constantly grew worse.
Then she began to use Electric Bitters,
which wholly cured her. It's a won-
derful Stomach, Liver and Kidney
remedy. Cures Dyspepsia. I.oss of
Appetite. Try it. Only 60c. Guaran-
teed. For sale by W. T. Strong & Co.

Prisoners in Morocco are compelled
to pay the officers for their trouble
in arresting and escorting them to
jail. This plan makes the police watch-
ful and alert for business.

TESTED BY'TIME.—In his justly
celebrated Pills Dr. Parmelee has
given to the world one of the most
unique medicines offered to the pub-
lic in late years. Prepared to meet
the want for a pill which could be
taken without nausea, and that would
purge without pain, it has met all re-

quirements in that direction, and it is-

in general use not only because of
these two qualities, but because it is
known to possess alterative and cura-
tive powers which place it in the front
rank of medicines.

Example is more efficacious than
precept.—Johnson.

THE COUGHING and wheezing of
persons troubled with bronchitis or
asthma is excessively harassing to
themselves and annoying to others. Dr.
Thomas’ Eclectric Oil ocbviates all
this entirely, safely and epeedily, and
is a bemizgn gemedy for iameness,
sores, injuries, piles, kidrey and spinal

GLASGOW, LEITH,

H. R. H. the Prince of Wales.

ES BUCHANAN

&

Scotch Whiskey Distillers and Blenders

LONDON, GLENLIVET

By appointment purveyors to Her Majesty the Queen and

Suppliers to the British Houses of Parliament.
Matured by age, with unsurpassable flavor and absolutely pure

L. A. WILSON & CO., Canadian Agents, Montreal.

31k z

CATFISH AS SALMON

Mississippi River Product Palmed Off as
the Choice Fish of British Columbia.

Clinton, Ia., Dec. 24—Some of the
Mississippi River fishermen have dis-
covered a gigantic scheme to defraumd
the public by feeding the people on
Mississippi River catfish under the
name of choice Columbia River sal-
mon. One of the fishermen has given
the scheme away, and this is what he
said:

‘“The story that Mississippli River
fish are being canned and sold for
galmon is true. At present the indus-
try is in the experimental stage, but
I haive private information that it has
proved a complete success, and the
people behind it are going into the
business on a large scale.”

OBC i R A DL llT IS TGN 1 . i aar + R TIEE WIT TN T

Special
Bargains

By s 1 gl

Silverware

ALL NEW GOODS,
LOWEST PRICES

A. Westman,

111 Dundas 8t.  Branch, 654 Dundas

JOHN FERGUSON & SONS

UNDERTAKERS,
WAREHOUSE—180 King street.
FACTORY—Globe Casket Works.

Telephone-—iis and house 3.

EPPS'S  COCOA

Distinguished everywhere for
Delicacy of Flavor, Superior
Quality, and Nutritive Prop-
erties. Specially grateful and
comforting to the nervous and
dyspeptic. Sold only in 11b
tins, labeled JAMES EPPS3
& Co., Limited, Homoeopathic
Chemists, London.
BREAKFAST SUPPER

EPPS'S GOGOA

EVERYONE BUYS

COWAN’S

Royal Navy Chocolate,
Hygienic Cocoa and
Famous Blend Coffes,

Because they are ab-
solutely pure and best
quality.

8ks

By CURE YOURSELFL

CURES Use Big @ for unnatural
in1lto 5 days. discharges, inflammations,

Cuasranteed to : : s
A Prevent contsgon,  iTTitations er ulcerations

THEEVANS CHEMICA .ol mucous membranes.
L Painless, and not astrin-

" gent or poisonous. :
Sold by Druggists,
Giscular sent em requests




