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from the Dominion Iron ft Steel Com­
pany or from the "Besco", as a con­
sideration for the modification of the 
so-called Wolvin-Coaker Agreement?

Av—Did I say that I suggested it?
* Q-—You said that you suggested it 
to himrin your testimony.

A.—Well you see there were two In­
cidents-----  t '

Q.—I want to know, the first time 
it was suggested by you. You said 
it was suggested by you?

A.—I don’t think so.
Q.—Well then is it not a fact that 

it was suggested by you to Sir Rich- 
Squires?

A.—It was not; not to my. recollec­
tion.

COMlS&IONER—I think what he 
said was that he had a conversation 
with Sir iflchyd, and that that matter 
was brought up at that conversation 
by him, but that l$e had heard of it 
before. V

WITNESS—Yes, it was suggested to 
me before.

MR. LEWIS—When did you first 
become acquainted with the details of 
the Wolvin-Coaker agreement?

A.—When it was before the.public, 
under discussion, that is, under dis­
cussion as to the amount to be paid 
as export duty by the company, if I 
remember aright.

COMMISSIONER—That was before 
it came* before the House?

WITNESS—Oh yes, for some time 
it was public discussion. Coaker was 
looking fdr $1.00 per ton.

MR. LEWIS—What year was it 
when it first came up?

A.—I think it must have been the 
early part of 1920.

• q—Was that the first knowledge 
you had of the matter? *

A.—Yes.
Q.—When lt became public property 

in 1920?
A.—I had heard it also In political 

circles.
Q.—Prior to that?
A.—Not prior to that. *

A.—I have had none as 4 lawyer, 
thank goodness. If;*., ,

Q.—You have had experience with 
lawyers, of course?

A.—Yes, and I know nearly all of 
them.

COMMISSIONER—And that has 
changed your opinion of them?

MR. LEWIS—You knew that if 
that agreement were finalised and 
became operative, the two~bompanies' 
with which it was made would be 
called upon to expend large sums of 
money In new plants?

A.—According to the contract they 
"were under obligations.

Q.—That Is not the answer to my 
question. f? ;

A.—In my opinion a contract of 
that kind generally Is a contract 
whereby the Company la under obli­
gation to give a portion of the mon-, 
ey that would he made in the employ- j 
ment of labor in Newfoundland.

Q.—Could they expend thé money 
in the construction of plants?

A.—Perhaps they would.
Q.—But it would be largely expend­

ed In labor, would lt not?
A.—J presume so. -/
Q.—The labor claims would then 

to a considerable extent justify the 
caluses?

A.—While in construction, yes.
Q.—NoW did you discuss with yotir 

friends, at or about the time of the 
completion pr ratification of the 
Wolvin-Coaker, any pt the details of 
that agreement or any of the claus­
es to which we are referring?

Q —Aftd were you not interested in 
that?

A.—Not more,than any member of 
the party watching the movements of 
the political chess-board.

Q.—Do you remember what Impres­
sion, If any, these elaueee. made on 
your mind?

A.—Do you mean as a politician 
or as a citizen?

Q.—Politician or citizen? I should 
think you mean "politician or states­
man”. »

A.—No, 'citizen". We have no 
statesmen here/

Q.—No statesmen? - I supposed 
that the Colony was full of states­
men.

COMMISSIONER — Evidently, Mr.' 
Meaney does not agree with you. I 
am not prepared to decide whlth of 
you is right.

MR. LEWIS—I presume your Hon­
our would find it difficult.

COMMISSIONED—At any rate, I 
am not going to try.

MR. LEWIS (tb witness)—What 
were your thoughts as to the two 
clauses you refer to, as to their ef­
fect upon %the affairs of the Colony— 
did you think they would be bene­
ficial or otherwise?

COMMISSIONER (to Mr. Lewis)— 
n)ean the “elimination" Of

I home.
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n be wi 
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of these cheques. No. 11(0. Cheque 
is for $1,500 and is drawn on the 
Daily Star, dated November 26tb. 
.The stub is September 28, 1920, for 
$800.

A.—I cannot explain that.
COMMISSIONER—I see on going 

through, that there are some blanks, 
and some have got figures and a 
bumber and nothing to

ed them on behalf of Sir

MOLA E MEALlewis—Thank you sir. 
IMISSIONER—What I want to 
\v 1153 which is another mat- 

together is dated Sept. 18th.
M : dated Sept. 20th; No. 1185 

Sept. 20th; No. 1166 is dated 
20th: No. 1157 is datëd Sept. 
N, 1158 is dated Sept. 22nd; 
5!) e dated Sept. 24th; No. 1160 
'll Sept. 25th.
LEWIS—Now will your HOn- 

dly compare each of the sev­
enties with the amounts on
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MR. LEWIS—I ask that the book 
stubs be put in and marked.

MR. WARREN—She has not iden­
tified the stubs. *

COMMISSIONER—Not beyond this 
that she has said they are in her 
handwriting. This is a book of stubs 
that was in Sir Richard’s office and 
out of which book she drew cheques. 
I think, Mr. Lewis is entitled to say 
that he wants to have the book in 
evidence, because some of the num­
bers in the book are the same as the 
cheques. I shall take it and its val­
ue will depend upon whether Mrs. 
Harsaht can give us any further in­
formation on Monday.

(To Witness) : You must think 
about that before Monday. We will

$300.000 one
[Sunday after. 
be told me that 
1er and that I 
I firm of New 
[gage papers of 
not to know

stub it

| mr, LEWIS—Did your Honer no­
tice the discrepancy in the date of 

|tie cheque and stub?
COMMISSIONER—You want* to

bow why it is that the date is Sep- 
leiber 20th on the stub and August 
„ the cheque. The stub is for $4,- 
(00.00 and the cheque is $5,973.75. 
How these discrepancies arose and 

for them. (To,

that I expressed

were unfavour- meaning
tne two companies which were sup- 

know what the ' posed to have been merged and were 
it them, and I don’t designated as the BESCO. 
ny opinion on it. ■ Q-—Do you know ""that they are 
ly time get the idea ] merged? \ ,
the Company would i A.—There was some thought about 
lauses eliminated? | It even in the minds of some of the 
: I gave them that] officials themselves.

Q.—There certainly was no merger 
at the time the two companies con­
tracted with the Government of New­
foundland to spend three million dol­
lars for new structural work, was 
there?

A.—No, if there was they probably 
would use the term BESCO.

Q.—Could -it be If somebody was 
not a party to it?

A.—How would I know. I am not 
a lawyer. You had better ask Mr. 

to Montreal to take Enlght "that question, 
th McDougall in De- COMMISSIONER—Do you know

house, or 
'as mortgaged? Do you 

them?
MR. LtEWIS—No, T am questioning 

him as to* what hia thoughts were in 
regard to the value of these two 
clauses to the Colny.

WITNESS—As regards the Act as 
it stands now, I could not express 
any opinion.

COMMISSIONER—Do you think as j 
they stood then they would be bene- j 
fleial to the Colony?

WITNESS—I thought they' would 
not.

what process
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r that went ln- 
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than half fur-

what is the reason 
•Witness) Just take them in your hand
end look at them.

A—I cannot explain lt now. I am 
there is nothing wrong 

I had no idea that they

Cross-Examination of J. T. Keeney 
by Kr. Lewis.

COMMISSIONER—Is Mr. Meaney

Q.—Did you- not say you did?
| A.—I did not say I discussed with
I anybody the two clauses.

Q.—Did you discuss TRem with 
anybody?

A.—In a general way with my po­
litical associates, yes. ,

Q.—Did you speak of the advan­
tages that would |tccrue to Nqw- 

! foundland as a result of the com- 
! pletion of that agreement? j ~

A.—I think I spoke of the disad­
vantage that would result. -- 

Q.—Did you oppose the ratification 
of the agreement?

A.—My opposition would 
effect.
* COMMISSIONER—(To Mr. Lewis) : 

i How do you mean oppose lt?
MR. LEWIS—He discussed It, but 

: he says he regarded it as not a 
favorable contract. I asked him if 
he opposed it in these discussions.

COMMISSIONER—Ah, the discus­
sions. He could not oppose it in the 
House, and that is the only opposi­
tion I believe that would be effect­
ive. ‘ (To witness) : bid you express 
your disapproval of these clauses to 
your political associates?

A.—Not very particularly. In a 
general way, I did. Merely as a 
matter of opinion; I don’t know that 
my opinion would be worth a straw.

Q.—You testified, Mr. Meaney, in 
your direct examination that you 
wqre introduced to Mr. James Millier 

Is that true?

ie a time whbn youI- quite sure 
I about it. 

were not the same.
COMMISSIONER—You- cannot ex- 

1,plain it now but let me look at the 
next one. No. 1155. The stub is 
September 20 th, 1920, and the cheque 

1 Is August 14th. The cheque is for 
$5.000 ami the stub for $4,000. Can 
you explain that?

A.—Would the amounts correspond
with the different stubs? 

COMMISSIONER—No, I am putting
them side by side.

A.—Would the total amount be the

COMMISSIONER—At present every 
single stub is less. Now we will take 
the next. No. 1156. Cheque dated 
August 16th and stub September 20. 
Cash $7,000 and the cheque Is
$6,00(1. /

A.---I had no Idea that they were
made up like that.

Q— No. 1157. The cheque Is for
$10,000. August 16th, and the stub is 
26ih September, cash for $5,000.

A—I don't know what that can

COMMISSIONER — I don’t think A.—Yes.
that was in 1919. I understood Mr. Q.—When
Miller to say he (tent the voters home A.—When
before the Bay de Verde bye-election ! money for e 
of 1920. j | brought up.

* MR. LEWIS'—(To Witness)— Sir I Q.—You b 
Richard assisted tn financing your j Richard? 
Campaign? j A.—No. It

WITNESS—I don’t know that Sir ; Mr. and Mis’ 
Richard Squires contributed to* it. asked me tq 

Q.—Did you confer with him dur- up the matte 
tng that period ? cember, 1920

A.—Yes, as leader of the party Q.—Had yi
handling campaign funds. elimination c

-Q.—Did you solcit his help? that time? i
A.—He asked me to become a caik A.—Nothin]

didate for him. and the solicitation COMMISSI’ 
was on his side. ! Miss Miller c

Q.—Then did you stay away from brought up 
him? ' - ! tion, shortly

A.—No, I went to see him. 1 treal.” Is ths
Q.—What was the business of your , A.—Yea. j 

going to see him? • Q.—And ya
A.—To discuss campaign matters. J any official a 
Q.—He advised and consulted with that time? ‘

you on the campaign? j a.__I may
A.—Most decidedly. ! collections ai
Q.—And did you come to him for i Q.—I supp( 

assistance? ! general exp*

iat time?
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been in business prior

tar as I am 
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bt. As we have 
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Q.—No. 1158 the cheque is for $2,- 
i". August. 17th, 1920, and the Stub 

for S (number 22nd, 1920, and
a-kv s,mires x Phillip for $39.50. 
s” ui; have no coneuctlon with 

v- : No. 1159. Cheque for 
■1 August 17th, and the 

On.00, September 2-1th. Mrs.

expenses, with the exception of a J A.—No, 
little—which I paid myself, expectiag ; general 1 
to get it back, but did not. ! Q.—Bui

Q.—How long had you known Miss business 
Miller when she introduced you to ' A.—Yes
Mr. Miller? „. ' any parti

A.— I said lt was in 1920. j different
Q.—In your direct testimony, did : that Mesi 

you not say it was In the latter part 
of 1920, or the' early part of 1921?

A.—But It would be just as likely 
to be in 1920 as in 1921,

Q.‘—Can you fix the time?
A.—I cannot, sir.

think, Mr.

A.—I had no occasion to.
_ MR. HUNT—That is. from a public
standpoint.

! MR. LEWIS—I don’t think he quali- 
I fled it.

COMMISSIONER—I have a very dis­

hy his sister,
A.—That is_tfue.
Q.—In the later part of 1920 and 

the early part of 1921?
A.—Some time In 1920. I think.
Q.—You also testified that was the 

first - time you had met him?
A.—Yes, the first time to know 

him. I had seed- him before as a 
citizen going around.

Q.—Had you had any speaking 
acquaintance (With him prior to the 
Introduction?

A—I did not know him prior to 
the" introduction, and had no speaking 
acquaintance with him prior to that

Q.—Were you not a candidate in 
1919 for the Harbor Grace-----

A.—Harbor Main. N 
• Q.—Yes, Harbor Main constituency?

A.—Yes.
Q.—Did not- Mr. Miller actively 

support you -in that campaln?
A.1—No, I wanted no peraon’s sup­

port but my own.
Q.—Did not Mr. Miller .assist yon 

in getting the voters of .that consti­
tuency?

A.—Not. to. my knowledge, nor

[don't imagine 
[a position to 
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possibility of the merger falling 
falling through and not being con- 

tkat'tlme Cumulated?
j A.—I have no recollection of any 

time I had authoritative statement having been 
journalist I made| in the way you mention, ex­

cepting that I heard some rumors 
had some ! going aorund, the country that the 

jusiness of merger had taken place.
Q.—Do you know if there was any 

jf the fish- suggestion made by any one official 
I went at of either Company that in the event 

;ed with a of any failure to bring, about the mer- 
ailroad. I ger that neither Company would care 
-I think I to continue under that agreement 

What I and that""a separate agreement would 
to was as necessarily have to be made between 

liness car- the Government and each Company?

to 1921?

* COMMISSIONER—I 
Meaney, you can fix the time to a cer-, WITNE8 
tain extent? to work fo

WITNESS—It was before I met Mr. ‘ and a tele 
Miller, shortly before. j MR. LE1
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ery becausi 
was fishine 
pick and I 
have a kno 
misundersti 
thought yoi 
to my knov 
ried on by 
houses in tl

you may do

stubs to wit- 
iWtitiBgî Stores

and
The Kodak Act ofi before it became au 

a ment?
I - A.—I have no recollection. I don’t 
* remember ever having read through 
J the whole thing, but I referred to 
I these two clauses particularly be- 
i cause they came under my notice.
J Q.—How did they come under your
I notice?
1 A.—Because I had looked oyer the 
d Act. • Jf'
ff Q.—Without anybody suggesting It

from 1154 eveloping
might help 
ready In evi- 
he office was 
• out by her
page.)

Printing Q,—TYou knew her two or three 
mbnths before November, 1920? 

w A.—I think that Is correct.
W MR. LEWIS—Would it he as early 
as August, 1920?

A.—Possibly.
Q.—When did you know of the fact 

that Miss Miller had Sir Richard's 
power of attorney?

A.—When she came to me for the 
first loan.

Q.—That was In November?
A.—Yes.

- Q.—Did she show it to you at that 
I am time?

I don't A.—She told me she had it, and I

Q.—You never heard that suggest­
ed before?

A.—No. -This Is the first time I 
heard of such a suggestion.

Q.—When did you meet Mr. D. H. 
McDougall for the first time?

A.—Ia 1920.
Q.—Whereabouts?
A.—At the Crosbie Hotel In St. 

John's.
Q.—Can you tell me .what the oc­

casion was?
■' ’A.—I met him In a social kind of 
way.

Q.—Did you have any acquaintance 
with him prior to that time?

A—Just a speaking acquaintance. 
Q.—When were you flFst lntroduc-

rant to know le your 
be general conditionsknowled] 

of the w
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Q.—You knew they were 
how? *

A.—Because I read it. —J
Q.—Before lt was ratified? 
a,—no.. ; :
Q.—I want t oknow when did you 

know of it?"
A.—I have given you my answer two 

or three times. Tell me what you
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Q.—Now to get back to these .two 

Clauses oj the agreement. Yon said 
vou regarded them as unfavourable 
to the Company?

A.—No. I don’t think I said unfav-

alqng to Q.—I want to know when you such
you gutknowledge of the existence of -You know

not be able•o clauses?
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