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the ever-growing interdependence of I 
all men and all countries upon one 
another, have given wings to Asiatic 
commercial ambition and rendered 
Aaiatic manual labor fluid, ns it has 
never before been fluid since Are be
ginning of things. 'Unless these new 
elements in the economic life of man
kind can be scientifically and har
moniously controlled and assimiliat- 
cd, great and novel dangers menace 
alike the Asiatic and the European 
he supplants. On the one hand wc 
see the possible exploitation under 
various unhealthy conditions of im
mense masse® of Asiatic labor, to the 
moral injury of the employer and to 
the degradation and suffering of the 
employed; on the other the overturn 
oi the standards of living laboriously 
achieved or long obstinately battled 
for among Europeans.

"Super-added to these we must fore
see the confusion of blood, of man
ners, of morals, amounting, where op
erative upon any extensive scale, al
most to the disintegration oi the exist
ing order of society. And behind— 
very close behind—lie thh appeals to 
force, by jnobs or Empires, to decide 
in a brutal fashion, the brutal 
question which of two sots o: 
irreconcilable interests shall pre
vail. It is not easy to measure the 
degree of political instability that will 
be introduced into international rela
tione when the subject® of a powerful 
military and naval State arc continu
ally exposed to penal legislation and 
open violence, and into private life 
when the white artisan is invited to 
acquiesce in hi» own extinction, in 
virtue of .lows which he himself con
trols, by a competitor or whom lie be
lieves he could strike down with his 
hands.

“Yet -the Aaiatic, and here I also 
include the African, native has iin- 
"menso services <o render and energies 
to contribute to the happiness and 
material progress of the world. There 
are spacious lanrls whose promise can 
never be realized, there are unnum
bered harvests which can never be 
garnered without hi» active co-opera
tion. There are roads and railways 
and reservoirs which only he can 
make. There are mines and forests 
which will slumber for ever without 
hie aid. The mighty continent of tro
pical Africa lies open to the coloniz
ing and organizing capacities of the 
East. All those new products which 
modern industry insistently demands* 
arc offered fn measureless abundance 
to the West—if only wc could solve 
the Sphinx’s riddle in its newest 
form.

“And is it after all beyond our reach 
to provide, if not a perfect, at any 
rate a practical answer? There ought 
to be no insuperable difficulty, in the 
present state of political knowledge 
and social organization, in assigning 
different spheres to the external activ
ity of different races. The Great Pow-

The year 1908 has been.atest year." 
Especially is this true of national 
banking systems. The United States 
Congress has spoilt most of its time 
this year in preparing a suitable bank
ing law. Now Germany has appoint
ed an Imperial Banking Commission 
to make a thoroughgoing investigation 
into the present system of the Reichs- 
bank. A great advance in settling 
the financial ills of the two countries 
m question would be made if banking 
experts and business men-did not put 
eo much faith in mere technical bank
ing expedients to' overcome the scar
city of investable capital.

simply to pull back the bolt and press an opposition 
-it forward. Consequently, there 
a great gain in rapidity. One hundred 
and fifty shots can be fired from the 
Ross while 100 are being discharged 
from the Lee-Enfield. In the case of 
a rush by the enemy, 100 men, armed 
with the Ross, could do as much execu
tion as 150, armed with the Lee-En
field. The Ross would be especially 
serviceable in cases of night attack, 
when a rapid -fire at close quarters is 
most effective. On such an occasion, 
the Ross would possibly be a chief 
factor in deciding the fate of the en
counter.

This rapidity in working is not ac
companied bv any great complexity of 
parts. The Lee-Enfield is made up of 
100 parts; the Rose of 76. The opera
tion of taking the Ross to pieces and 
putting it together again occupies 
much less time, we are told, than it 
docs with the Lee-Enfield. The breech 
of the Ross can actually be taken 
apart and put together again, with an 
ordinary knife. The bore and calibre 
are the same as in the Lee-Enfield, 
and ii the Canadian troops and the 
Imperial troops were in action to
gether against a common loe, they 
could exchange ammunition- and sup
ply and deficiency there might be in 
either camp

The Ross is quite as accurate as tlie 
Lee-Enfield. The Ross was at first fit
ted with a short barrel, suitable for 
active service, but not for range fir
ing; and hostile- critics compared the 
short Ross with the long Lee-Enfield at 
the butts. There was no parity in tlie 
comparison. With the long barrel, 
however, the Ross is admitted by ex
perts to be equal, for accuracy, to an;' 
rifle in the world. Recent tests give 
the following extraordinary results of 
accuracy combined with rapidity: 300 
shot» in 14 minutes, If seconds, 294 
being hits and 101 bull’s-eyes; 150 
shots in 5 minutes and 1 second, 147 
being hits and 34 bull’s-eyes. This is 
a record, said Col. Sam Hughes, that 
no two rifles in the world have ever
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OF THE TERCEOBSTRUCTING PUBLIC BUSINESS
Vancouver World—The 

tactics now in-in; 
were at first obsi 
usement by the countr.
ticians would, possibly be__
find how; accurately the general public 
sizes up their manoeuvres. In this 
instance the people were not deceive,1 
for a moment. Tin- election bill was 
faulty as first introduced. Tin: fault? 
were remed y! and there was no rea
son for r «feting its passage . other 
than th- unfortunate loss of their pro
perty rights in the Manitoba lists 
whk.i it would cost tlie Conservâtivi 
leaders of that province. The public 
saw the game and smiled, as it sin il 
ed on that other famous occasion whei 
after keeping the House in continu
ous session for nearly a week, His Ma
jesty's opposition incontinently col
lapsed. The matter, however, has 
now gone beyond a joke. The busi
ness oi tile country is being seriously 
retarded, and the members of the civil 
service find the prompt payment of 
their salaries jeopardized—which 'in 
the case of men drawing small pay 
aiid without other resources, means a 
substantial fine. Worst of all, the in
ternational engagements of the coun
try cannot be carried out. As w> 
stated in our news column* yesterday, 
the Canadian members or the bound-

obstruetr * 
pursued at Ottawa 

with some am- 
•y at large. Poli- 

surpvised to

Frank Lascelles, Mas- 
Pageant, Who Made 
cess of a Similar Aft: 
Last Year.—Describe; 
to Be Enacted at On

Quebec, June 3—ChiefH 
fastivities of the Qmib ■<• I 
will sand out t!u-e I 
dramatic scène.- ni tin- puH 
will show forth tv tin- ■ 
romance and chivalry .is* 
of early Canadian history* 

'Mr. Flank "La.-ceTlv.-. til 
tile pageant, in-.-li fn-ui ■ 
last year at-Oxfmd. anil* 
ready in hand tin- (mgeaiM 
London, with it- 15.001) 1 
lias iu.-.t taken tin- p. up* 
into his confidence :hnl InH 
to them what a pageant « 
exactly what the coming* 
tions upon tin- Plains i* 
aTe to be like.- Among ■
he said : I

Commends Celcbrfl 
“It is a striking fact 1 

which you arc umtoubte* 
congratulated, that you I 
chosen to commemorate 1 
hundiedtli year of your IVI 
a torn, of celebration whi* 
"and yet old, a form whirl 
wnn-all thu charms that I 
situation, a great history I 
vairons and .poetic miml 
can give—a country’- hist™ 

“It will ciiali1,- the vol 
country U, realize-, better 1 
have eve;- dom- licf'iro, ill 
of your national history™ 
show' forth with all the 1 
archeological accuracy, licil 
stately ceremonial and’ I 
tones of music, the great 1 
you have to remember. 1 

“On the corner of the I 
Abraham wit 11 the ground™ 
mont on the right and tluN 
ing beyond and below, a I 
is girt civ in course oi i-rcifl 
Will scat many thousands! 
ers; and on the broad strel 
■of it. between the grandi 
th ■ river, will be reproduis 
great exactitude as possibl 
Ting scenes of early days. 1

Coming ot Jacques Ci 
“We "shall see as tin- stil 

overture die axvav a grotl 
warns set beneath the tnl 
vvild Indian dance ill progl 
banks. Jacques Cartier I 
sigli, with his crew and pll 
earth in the midst of tliel 
-Indians, the mighty cross \1 
the golden lilies and th'-l 
France.

“After a scene which wil 
vividly as history can hell 
the actual progress of il 
reads to the cunvded saval 
ed on-the banka of the rl 
did nvarlv four hundred I 
the familiar words of the I 
pel pf St- John. Then dol 
to, the river to embark oil 
which is to bring him backl 

“S„ the French piôneerl 
Indians pass out of view al 
tram ported in our imaginai 
cour; ot France. The sal 
sward is under foot and I 
sky is Overhead, but. the I 
music and groups oi gayl 
show us that the scene is ij 
litth. village on cliffs at I 
side, but that this is tliel 
Francois Premier at Fontal 

“In great state, he ride 
head ot his cavalcade, anj 
whe lias returned from h 
t-- the w'est, is brought bj 
and tells him of his wandd 
presents some Indians who 
brought back with him frod 
World.

The Scene Again ---at
.“Then thev ride on and 

changes again. Once more 
the Court of France, but 1 
the court assembled at tlje 1 
a throne is set up ill he o 
tapestries unfolded round, 
geous halberdiers keep gua 
court of Henry IV, has suci 
of Francis I. Resplendent 
and silks of many colors, t 
and gentlemen troop in., l
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A FIELD FOR HINDU IMMIGRA- 
TION.

Canadians are not personally con
cerned in'the politics of East Africa, 
and may take only a Annote interest 
in the fortunes of Mr. Winston Spen
cer Churchill, but we may find a na
tional and direct concern in a recent 
unofficial proposal of that gentleman 
relating to Britain's possessions under 
the equator in the heart of the “dark 
continent.’’ Mr. Churchill lias been 
telling through the Strand Magazine 
his experience» on a recent tour 
through East Africa, interspersed, f 
course, with newa and views of the 
political situation in those regions.
A recent article discusses the question 
of Hindu immigration to East Africa, 
and the diseueflio^i.iiiay be interest
ing because it eeèms to point the way 
to a diversion of India’s surplus peo
ple which would free British Colum
bia from tlie nightmare of an “Indian 
invasion.”--

The Indians are in East Africa in 
large number», were there before the 
British, and are going in larger num
bers. There are also those who de
mand that East Africa must be kept 
as a "white man’s country’’or so much 
ol it as white men can permanently 
occupy. To them Mr. Churchill pro
pounds the unanswerable query:

"Is it possible for any Government 
“with a scrap cf respect for honcft 
“dealing between man and man to 
“embark upon a policy ol deliberately 
“squeezing out the native of ln- 
“diia from regions in which he 
“has established himself under 
“every security of public faith ? 
"Most of all muet we ask, is such a 
“policy possible to tnc Government 
“which bears sway over three hund- 
“red millions of our Indian Empire?"’ 
To this there can be but one reply 
and that reply is that on no defensible 
grounds could the Indian residents 
of East Africa be “administered” out 
of the country.

Nature seems to endorse tlie politi 
cal necessities oi the case by requiring 
that East Africa be inhabited by tro
pical people dr no no at all. The ter
ritory lies under the equator and the 
only portion claimed to be perman
ently inhabitable by white men is. the 
highlands. Even the highlands are 
not assuredly fitted for white settle
ment for the excellent reason that 
they are too high. Aji altitude of 
from five to six thousand feet throws 
a strain on the nervous organism, 
brain and heart of the white mail 
which his constitution cannot ordin
arily stand. Through successive gen
eration® bom and reared in the coun
try a racial constitution would ’to 
doubt be evolved adapted -to the con
ditions; but the difficulty of rearing- 
children lias been the barrier to the 
settlement of British people in India 
and would probably be found a de
cided hindrance to tlieir permanent 

’'Settlement on the East African, high
lands. However this may be, the high
lands form a comparatively small part 
.of the country and in the lowlands

Tlie behaviour of the three Georges 
at Ottawa is merely a reversion to the 
essential type of ancient Toryism 
which meant government by hold-up 
instead of government by parliament. 
Clearly the Opposition is fighting for 
the party advantage that the Roblin- 
Rogers list would give them in Mani
toba. If it is a matter of principle, 
why is obstruction employed in this 
case alone? There are a dozen gov
ernment bills on the order paper; buT 
if the Government gave way on tlje 
Election Bill, the Opposition were 
ready to give assurances that,the ses
sion would close by the First of July. 
That is, public business would receive 
scant attention if the Opposition got 
its own way on Hie party question 
now at issue.

States that existed before the war. 
The British Government will net lead 
in the movement, but will leave it to 
the colonies themselves to decide. 
However, the Imperial Government, 
will hardly give assent to tlie new 
South African constitution unless it 
is based on absolute fairness and im
partial justice to all classes, who are 
to be the citizen® of the Federation. 
Canadians have reason for their lively 
interest on account of the part taken 
by them in conserving British sover
eignty in South Afriea, and the suc
cess, of the Canadian federation m 
mollifying sectionalism and in pro-, 
moting a true national spirit based "n 
the sentiment of autonomy oi the part 
combined with unity of the whole.

THE ROSS RIFLE

NOTES AND COMMENTS

Jupiter Pluvius is working overtime 
just now in order to get a holiday 
next harvest. CANADIAN DEFENCE

The “thin red line" is not half as 
thin as tlie argumenta of Conservative 
apologists.

Canada—Writing in the current i- 
sue of the National Review, Mr. !.. 
S Amery, who ranks as one oi tin- 
two ablest military critics in Great iirj. 
tain, deals suggestively with the ques
tion of Canadian defence. He is seem
ingly convinced that an attack on 
the Dominion by any power operating 
across the Atlantic or the Pacific 
could be cheeked without difficulty as 
long as the British fleet was in being. 
But there is no doubt in his mind as 
to the impossibility of defending 
Canada against an attack .directed 
across her long land-frontier which, 
owing to the lack of buffer-states and 
mountainous, inhospitable lands, such 
as Thibet, is far more open to the 
enemy than that of India. It would 
be impossible,-in his judgment, to de
fend Canada against the United 
States owing to (1) the vastly greater 
population of the latter country; (2) 
the smallness of the assistance which 
could be given by the British navy : 
and (3) the present lack of strategic 
transcontinental railway along which 
to send reinforcements to the Canadian 
militia. Obstacle No. 1 would be re
moved, so he thinks, when the popula
tion oi the Dominion reaches twenty 
militons. Even then the United 
States would be able to bring a i 
larger army of fairly efficient v. ; 
teers into the field, but the Cana 
advantage in quality—for men g 
harder, the further north they li... 
would partially compensate for an ,>. 
feriority in quantity. Obstacle No. 2 
can only be remedied, it would appear, 
by seme form of conscription which 
would make the military strength of 
the mother country equal to her im
perial responsibilities. Obstacle No. 3 
will vanish when the new transcontin
ental line, which runs at a much great- 
distance from the frontier, is finally 
completed, though, even then, the 
“neck of the bottle,” near Winnipeg, 
will ho a weak point. However, the 
construction-of a line above Lake Win
nipeg and the establishment of the 
Hudson Bay route would vender the 
west defensible, supposing till- other 
conditions were satisfied. We happen 
to know that Lord Dundonald’s reas
oned opinion is the same as that of 
Mr, Amery, and it lias long been 
known that the experts of the Ger
man staff, one oi whose functions it 
is to study all such problems of mili-

rviet rifleOats are selling for 75 cents at 
White Whale Lake. In that case it 
is highly disrespectful to call them 
coarse grains.

The Merry Widow hat is being criti
cized because it leaves nothing to the 
imagination. Not ao ! Consider the 
cost: ‘a noble estate. 1» it impossible to 

legulate in full and intricate detail 
the conditions under which that co
operation shall take place? Here 
white men can live and thrive; there 
they cannot. Here is a task for one, 
there the opportunity of another. The 
world ie big enough. (I write as the 
stream of the Nile beaS's me between 
the immense spaces of beautiful, fer
tile, unpopulated country that lie 
north oi tlie Albert Lake.) There is 
plenty of room for all. Why cannot 
we settle it fairly?

“It must be noted that tlie question 
of Asiatic immigration presents itself 
to the Imperial point oi view in sev- 

Tliere arc,

Though the coal .supply will run 
out in two hundred years it must be 
cheering to sonic that ice will last for
ever.

New York has now a chauffeur's 
union. Advocates of the open shop 
henceforth Will do well to walk in the 
lanes and back streets.

It is said there are over 2,000,000 
bachelors in the United States. How 
fortunate for tliom thdV'Mrs. Guin
ness is dead !

I eral quite distinct forms 
I first -of all, colonies, which stand on 
I the basis of a white proletariat, and

wll-fieo inha hitont.ti rir>h nnrl rxrxr.v am.whose inhabitants, rich and poor, em
ployers and employed, are all Euro
peans. The right of such colonics to 
lOrbid the entry of large numbers of 
Asiatics, and to preserve themselves 
from racial chaos and economic dis
turbance inseparable from such immi
gration, cannot be denied, although 
its exercise ought no doubt to be gov
erned by various prudential and other 
consideraiiv.is. But these colonie»

It looks as if many prominent citi
zens oi tlie United States will soon 
have to wear "Let Us Alone” buttons, 
lest they have the vice-presidency 
thrust on them.

not make as good a score. If, added 
to this, the marksman is a Britisher, 
with the peculiar strength of his na
tive air in his lungs, lie will, some
how, confuse disloyalty to tlie Lee-En- 
field with disloyalty to the Union Jack, 
lor tlie Lee-Enfield is the arm of the 
British army, and it ought, therefore, 
to be the arm of the Canadian militia. 
There is, be it remembered, nothing 
more full of prejudice than a musketry 
instructor, cx the British army, which 
is generally tire whole tiling as far as 
he is concerned, and such prejudice 
is not always a bad thing. The Brit
ish non-commissioned officer, mind, 
you, is a good fighter; let nothing be 
said against him on that score; but 
he has notions, and it goes hard with 
the man or the government—unless 
they treat him firmly—that goes coun
ter to those notions. Tlie man from 
Misouri says “show me;” but he won’t 
even be shown.

It will, therefore, "be realized that 
tlie Ross rifle began its career, as a 
national weapon, with the forces of 
conservatism and prejudice strongly 
entrenched against it. Besides which 
it had to overcome its own inherent de
fects. Because, while superior in 
principle, it was undoubtedly inferior 
to the I «e-Enfield in detail. The Lee- 
Enfield, when first adopted in the 
British army, had also been inferior 
in suire of its details to’the arm 
which it superseded, but it was im-

The Toronto News is resorting to 
graveyard history to discredit the atti
tude of the Ontario opposition on the 
temperance question. The Now's has 
some open graves in its own cemetery 
that it might cover up.

Referring to the G.T.P. the Conser
vative apologist in this city says: “It 
was expected that this load would he 
built without any seriou» scandal. ’ 
Congratulations! It was never known 
before that Conservative expectations 
were so high.

i . danced before the king] 
lives in state, and to a yd 
who stands at the foot of tj 
is given a commission tnl 
where Cartier had gone ha 
Champlain receives liis ord 
the King.

“Then back the next seen 
us" to the little village of. q 
and Champlain with his gi 
received with wonder by the

“The yeafs again pass' 
Champlain and his wife 
sines dead. Stadacona, ha 
Quebec and the populace lia 
ed to over 2‘>0. The govern 
ma gay. goes down with h 
and receives; the gentle and 
ther Marie and the ladies 
France, who have given 
litres to bring the name of

colored advocates East Africa will 1 
continue to be inhabited by other * 
than white-skimied people and to of- j 
1er a large and favorable field for the i 
emigration of people from India.

From this standpoint Mr. Churchill 'j 
discusses the “Asiatic question” in the , 
light ol imperial duties and interests. > 
A few paragraplis from his article < 
may not be uninteresting oa indicat- j 
ing at lead the unofficial views of a , 
member of the Imperial Government . 
on a subject of very considerable im- < 
portance to Canada and siimlarly eon- * 
di ron-xi Domhiicns. Incidentally, it j 
may be that the prevalence or weight , 
of these views made easier the task 1 
of Canadian Commissioner King, who > 
received asuuranc#» from the Home j 
Government that measures would be , 
taken to divert Indian immigration I 
from British Columbia. Mr. Church- < 
ill says:

“We arc- in presence of one of those . 
apparently hopeless antagonisms < 1 ‘ 
interests which baffle and dispirit all , 
who are concerned in their adjust- . 
ment. And these questions ere not , 
confined to East Africa or to South 
Africa. A whole «cries of new pro
blems has arisen, and will grow grav
er and larger as the immediate his
tory of the British Empire unfolds. 
They erect themselve® upon a field 
almost wholly unstudied, and familiar 
only by the prejudices which in every 
direction obstruct movement and 
view. The entry of the Asiatic as 
laborer, trader, and capitalist into | 
competition in industry and enter
prise net only with, but -in, the west ' 
ern world is- a new fact of first im-' 
For tance. Cheap, swift, easy means I 
«H communication, the establishment |

to ignore all the lessons of military 
history, these conclusions should form 
the basis of all discussion of Canada’s 
powers of self-defence. The war oi 
1812-14, in which Canada.with the help 
of British soldiers, more than held her 
own, has little or no bearing on the 
present problem. Then Canada was 
no more than a river-state, under the

Last Saturday the United States 
closed the eleventh month of the fis
cal year 1907-03 showing a deficit of 
$64,000,000. Revenue during the pe
riod hag fallen 53,000,000, below the 
eleven months of the previous year, 
while the expenditures have increased 
$74,000,000 so that tlie treasury is 
$127,009,000 worse than a year ago.

SOUTH AFRICAN COLONIES AND 
FEDERATION.

The Canadian people will look with 
fervid and hopeful sympathy upon the 
news that a resolution in favor of clos
er union of the South African Colon
ies was adopted at the conference 
■sitting in Pretoria on Interstate Cus
toms and Railways. The delegates to 
the conference have declared for the 
principlc of closer union, and have 
undertaken to submit the resolutions 
to their various parliaments for rati
fication,

A clique of gt. Louis capitalists 
have inaugurated what they called a 
“sunshine” movement to boost trade 
by sending out inflated and optimistic 
reports. These Christian Science 
methols oi business will be a failure. 
Fortunately Alberta lias sunshine of 
a more materia! kind, that is calculat
ed to improve the situation. She n,is 
eighteen hours a day oi sunshine.

stages of the civil

FLOOD TREATENS ST. PAUL

If Mississipoi Rises Another Foot Re
sult Will be Disastrous.

St. Paul, Minn., June 2—If the Mis
sissippi river rises another loot, hun
dreds of the St. Paul poor will lie 
homeless. The flats in Minneapolis, 
higher than those in St. Paul, are not 
endangered. The river was higher to
day than it lias been fur five years. 
The lower flat district between Star - 
street and the river in St. Paul is 
threatened with destruction. The in
habitants nearest the river were forc
ed to leave their homes early thi- 
morning and the river is slowly ris
ing. The railway tracks at the foot 
of Sibley and Jackson streets are 
threatened with inundation which will 
stop all traffic to St. Paul over these 
roads. The outlook is adverse, for 
rain is predicted for tonight ami Mod- 
nesday and a heavy rainfall in the 
northern part of the state.

Further, the various self- 
governing states will be asked to ap
point delegates to a National Conven
tion to frame a draft constitution. 
The British House of Commons lids 
passed a similar resolution expressing 
confidence that the couetitution would 
be broad and liberal enough to render 
possible the ultimate inclusion of the 
whole of British South Africa in a 
Federal Union.

The federation of a number self-gov
erning states will necessarily require 
a long and tedious process of com
promise and negotiation and much 
rough ground will have to be covered 

^between the first step awl the goal.

are swept arid" and th 
chanting falls upon our 
great archbishop. M 
rounded with all the 
of flu- church, com 
tin- representative < 
resplendent among 
Ills nobles, pays reverent h 
Hie church, “in the preset 
fur traders and the mercli| 
mont de Saint l.uss 
in the King’s mini 
the west and late

A private soldier of the Engineer 
Corps of U. S. A. army has been sen
tenced to five years’ imprisonment 
for e-haking hands with Emma Gold
man at a public meeting. Tlie inci
dent indicates that -the bacillus of 
militarism has inoculated thé blood 
of the American war authorities to an 
alarming degree. One thing is cer
tain that .soldier will leave prison an 
avowed anarchist.
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down
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