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A FIELD FOR HINDU IMMIGRA-
TION.

Canadians are not personally con-

cerned in the politics of East Afriea,
and may take only a rfemote interest
in the fortunes oi Mr, Winston Spcu-
cer Churchill, but we may find a na-
tional and direct concern in a reccent
unofficial proposal of that gentleman
relating to Britain’s possessions under
the equator in the heart of the “‘dark
continent.” Mr. Churchill has been
telling through the Strand Magazins
his experiences on a recent tou
through East Africa, interspersed,
course, with news and views of the
political those regions.
A recent article discusses the question
of Hindue immigration to East Africa
interest-

situation in

the discussion,may be
ing becausé it seems to point the way
to a diversion of India’s surplus peo-
ple which would. free British Colum-
bia from the nightmare of an “Indian
invasion,”’

The Indians are in Bast Africa in
large numbers, were there before the
British, and are going in larger num-
bers. There are also those
mand that East Africa must be kept
as a “white man’s country”’or o much
of it as white men can permanen‘ly
oecupy. To them Mr. Churchill pro-
pounds the unanswerable query:

*Is it possible for any Government
““with a scrap of respect for honect
“dealing between man and man to

and

\'v'hlb ‘:"'

6

|

Per| sinning of -things
SubScribers in the Un-| -

¢ AR SRl e g e !
of peace and order over land and sea,

the ever-growing interdependence ‘of
all men and all countrics upon one
another, have given‘wings to Asiatic
commereial ambitjon and rendered
Asiatic: manual labor fluid, as it has
never before” been fuid since fhe be-
Unless .these new
elements in.the economic life of man-
kind can be scientifically and har-
moniously controlled and assimiliat-
cd, great and noveél dangers menace
alike the Asiatic and the European
he supplan On the one hand we
sce the pessible exploitation wunder
various unhealthy conditions of im-
mense masses of Asiatic.labor, to the
moral injury of the employer and to
the degradation and suffering of the
cmployed; on the other the overturn
oi the =tandards of living laboriously
achieved or long obstinately battled
for among Europeans.

“‘Super-added to these we must fore-
ee the confusion of blood, of man-
ners, ‘of morals, amounting, where op-

live upon any extensive scale, al-
most to the disintegration of the exist-
ing order of woeiety. And behind—
very eclose behind—lie the appeals to
force, by mobs or Empires, to décide
in a brutal fashion, the brutal
question which of 1two sets oi
irreconcilable interests ehall pre-
vail. It is not easy to measure the
degree of political instability that will
be introduced into international rela-
tions when the subjects of a powerful
military and naval State are continu-
ally exposed to penal legislation and
open violence, and into private life
when the white artisan is invited to
acquiesce in his own extinction, in
vire of Jaws which he himself con-
trols, by a competitor or whom he be-
lieves he could strike down with his
hands. 3

“Yet the Asiatic, and here T also
include the African, native has imn-
mense services fo render and encrgies
to contribute to the happiness and
material progress of the world. There
are spacious ldands whose promise can
never be realized, there are unnum-
hered harvests whieh can never be
parnered without his active co-opera-
tion. There are roads and railways
and reservoirs which only he can
make, There are mines and fores
which will slumber for ever without
hie aid. The mighty continent of tro

i pical Africa lies open to the coloniz-

“embark upon a policy of deliberately |

“squeezing out the native of In-
“dia frgm
“has  established

“every

regions in which he

himself
public

security of faith ?

{ the Sphinx’s
under |

“Most of all must we aek, is such a|

*‘policy possible to tne Government

“which bears sway over three hund-|

“red millions of our Indian Empire?”
To this there can be but one reply

|

ing and organizing capacities of the
lKast. All those new products which
modern industry insistently demands
are offered in measurele abundance
to the West—if only we could solve
riddle in its newest
orm,

“And is it after all beyond our reach
to provide, if not a perfect, at any
rate a practical answer? 7There ought
to be no insuperable difficulty, in the
present state of political knowledge

{and social organization, in assigning

and that reply is that on no defensible ‘

grounds could. the Indian residents
of Bast Africa be “‘administered” out
of the country.

Nature seemns to eandorse the politi
ca! necessities of the case by requiring
that East Africa be inhabited by tro-
pical people or nohe at all. = The ter-
ritory lies under the equator and the
only portion claimed to be perman-
ently inhabitable by white men is the
highlands. Even the highlands are
not assuredly fitted for white settle-
ment  for the excellent reason that
they are too high. An altitude of

from five to six thousand feet thro
a strain on the nervous organism,

brain and -heart. of the white
whieh his con=.itution cannot orain-
asily stand. Through succeseive gen
erations born and reared in the coun-
try a racial constitution
doubt be evolved adapted to the con-
ditions; but the difficulty of rearing
children has been the barrier to the
gettlemient of British people in India
and .would probably be found a de
cided hindrance to their
“hettlement on the East African high-
lands. However this may be, the high
lands form a comparatively small part
of the country and in the
such settlement is admittedly impos-
sible. The chances appear therciore
that despite the shrieking of the anti
colored advocales Africa
continue to be inhabited Dby other
than white-skinned people and to of-
fer a large and favorable field for the

malti

permancit

East wili

émigration of people from India.

From this standpeint Mr, Churchil
discusses the ““Asiatic question’ in th.
light of lmporial duties and interests.
A few paragraphs from his articl
may not be uninteresting as indicat-
ing at least the unoficial views of @
member of the Imperial Governmen!
on a subject of very considerable im-
portanice to Canada and siimlarly eon-
di ioned Domimicns. Incidentally, it
may be that the prevalence or weight
of these views made easier the task
of Canadian Commissioner King, who
received assurancés from the Home
Government that measures would be
taken to divert Indian
from British Columbia, Mr.
il says:

“We ar¢ in presence of one of those
apparently hopeless antagonisms = cf
interests which baffle and dispirit all
who are concermed in their- adjust-
ment. And these questions are not
confined to East Africa or to South
Africa. A whole series of new pro-
blems-has arigen, and will grow grav-
er and larger as the immediate his-
tory of the British Empire unfolds.
They - erect themselves upon a field
almost wholly unstudied, and familiar
only by the prejudices which in every
direction - obstruct movement and
view, The entry of the Asiatic as
kborer, trader, and capitalist
competition in- industry and
prise net cnly with, but in, the west

immigration
Church

portance. Cheap, swift, easy means

\
lowlands |
| but black.

!

|
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|
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['lirst of all,
would = 0|

| peans,

| differ marke

different spheres to the external activ-
ity of different races. The Great Pow-
ers have partitioned Africa territorial-
ly, is it beyond the wit of man to di-
vide it economically? The coopera-
ion of many different kinds of men
, needed for the cultivation of such

v noble estate. 1s it impossible to
regulate in full and intricate detail
the conditions under which that co-
operation shall 1ake ' place? Here
white men can live and thrive; there
they cannot, Here is a task for one,
there the opportunity of another. The
world is big enough. (I write as the
stream of the Nile bears me between
the immense spaces of beautiful, fer-
uile, unpopulated country that lie
north ot the Albert Lake.) There is
of room for all. Why cancot

it fairly?

of Asiatic immigration presents itseli
to the Imperial point of view in sev-
eral quite distinet forms. There are,

colonies which stand on
the basis of a white proletariat, and
whose inhabitants, rich and poor, em-
ployers and employed, are all Euro-
The right of such colonies to
sworbid the entry of large numbers of
Asiaties, and to preserve themselves
from racial chaos and economic die
turbance inseparable from such immi-
gration, cannot be denied, although
1ts exercise ought no doubt to be gov-
ermed Iy various prudential and other
considerati. s But these colonies
ly from those where the
mass of the population is not white,

which possess responsible government
and where the number of the white
middle-class, inhabitants very largely
exceeds the Asiatic community, It is
evident that these stand in a whelly
different position from that of places
like the tropical Protectorates ot East
and West Airica,

“*Indeed, it may be contended that
the very faect that the native of British
India will undoubtedly, wisely or un-
wisely, rightly or wrongly, be reiuced
access in any large numbers to sev-
eral South African and all Austrglian
Colonies by their respective govern-
ments makes it all the more desirable
that the Imperial government should
afford in the tropical protectorates
outlet and scope to the enterprise and
colonizing capacity of
And, as I have written, these coun-
tries are big enough for all. There is
no reason why those Highland areas
which promise the white man a home
and a career, and where alone he can
live in comfort, should not, as a mat-
ter of practical administration, be ift
the main reserved for him. Nor, on
the other hand, why the
only he does mot teach thie African
natives evil ways—a contingency
which must not be. forgetten—should
not be encouraged to trade and settle
as he will in the enormous regions
of tropical fertility to which he is na-
turally adapted. Somewhere in this
direction—I do not wish to dogmatize
—the immediate course of sound pol-
icy would seem to lie, and, guided by

the lights of science and tolerance, we !

may easily find .it,”

WOLFE AND MONTCALM
MEMORIAL.

It is gratifying to note the interest

into | that the tercentenary anmniversary of
EUU"".““‘ beginning of our colonial history
ern world is & new faet of first im-'h““ "”-“ur‘..] oy 1he S0 {munacy.
jinauguration of a scheme to promote

ot communication, the Oﬁtabliﬁml('ut“l“. Wolfe and Montealm memorial | between the fisst step and the goal,

The

Again, there are coulonies |

Hindustan. |

jand though the fortunes of war went

|

Asiatic, if;

{to the French in 1760.

fund wu‘.«s"ladnch‘cd last ~ month ‘at
the Mansion House under the most
distinguished ' and influential patron-
age. The addresses of the distinguaish-
ed gentlemen present were uttered in

tone of heartiest sympathy with the
project of the Canadian people to com-
memorate the founding of Quebec by
Champlain 300 years ago, and the be-
ginning of our national life.

In truth Qucbee is one of the great
names in British history, There dre
many names all over the world, men-
tion of which thrill us with the recol-
lections of the past, But some few
Such are Quebee,
Before Que-
bee Great Britain was but an insular
power international activities
concerned - with «one continent.
From the beginning of the struggle b
tween the British and French colon-
ists in America. Great Britain grew
unconscigusly to be an imperial pow-
cr, until the call of Pitt inspired her
with the knowledge of her imperial
mission. Among all the historic dra-
mas of the past there’ is none tnat
surpasses in human and political in-
terest the one that was played in
Canada in the middle of the 18th
century, and none is more complete
in unique and essential details, The
struggle on the whole illustrated the
ccmparative of British
Both
were equal in race of honor, and well
matched in the final victory, for it
must be remnembered that though the
British won on the Plains of Abraham
in 17569, the victory of St, Foye went

namés are sacred.
Trafalgar and Lucknow
g s

whose
were

features and

Gallic colonial policy. Powers

In the closing
scenes both nations were represented
by ‘men who combined in their per-
sonalities the genius of their

Both met a common fate,

]'(‘.\l\“('
tive races.
against- the French the subsequent
splendid history of their compatriots
in this country has effaced the mem-
ory of that defeat,
provinces the -‘fortunes
of war decided they should not-con-
trol,
Aside
the tercentenary
trates the

and they

now

strengthen the

from mere Jramatic interest

celebration illus-
success of building a na-
tion and promoting a high and fervid
spirit of

nationality out of different

races. The possible fusion. or peace-
able exictence of the French and Eng
lish in Canada was looked upon with |
British
the early days of our history,
result is a triumph for British
political institutions.

alarm by many
The
and
The
French have always remained Cana-
it lost their
tity, they have not been Anglicized.. On
; habits

ions are more consider-

Canadian

dians, They have n iden-
the other hand, their religic
&nd preposs
ed and respected more than they would
have bgen under
France,

the dominion of old
Consider this in the light
of the turmoil of Central Europe to-
day where the process of ‘dénational-
ization is being ruthlessly earried out
by the econquering Powers and cauesing
a long train of aseassination and judi-
cial murders.

Though Canada is
new country it is three hundred .ears
oid. High hopes for the British peo-

regarded as a

statesmmen I,

ple are embarked on its career. 1t
i throbbing with
and

commercial life. It

s ‘a country nmany

industries instinet

ereat

prosperous
with a
stands in the forefront of a movement
for the highest form of education. To
wards Canada there moves ‘a steady
Old

on for the emigrant

¢

flow of
World,
as he

emigration - from the

What a lec.
arrives at the gate of the New
World that he should be encouraged |
to bare his head te the memory of
the country’s splendid past and con-
template the significance of the Wolie-
Montcalm memorial! What & good
thing it will bo for generations of
Caradians to bring their children
irom all ever the great Dominion to
imbibe something of the sense of dig-
nity of our history, and reverence for
our heroes who stand at ite illumin-
ated portals,

SOUTH AFRICAN COLONIES AND
FEDERATION.

The Canadian people will look with
fervid and hopeiul sympathy upon the
news that a resolution in favor of cles
er union ef the South African Colon-
ies was adopted at the conference
sitting in Pretoria on Interstate Cus-
The delegates to
the conference have declared for the
principle of and have
undertaken to submit the resolutions

toms and Railways,

closer wunion,
to their various parliaments for rati-
fieation. Further, the wvarious self-
governing states will be asked to ap-
point delegates to a National Conven-
tion to frame a drait constitution.
The British House of Commons
pasged a similar resolution expres=ing
confidence that the constitution would
be broad and liberal enough to render
possible the ultimate inclusion of the
whole of British South
Federal Union.

The federation of a number self-gov-
erning states will necessarily require
a long and tedious process of com-
promise and megotiation and much
rough ground will have to be coverad

has

Africa in a

The action of tle “conference is all
the more significant since it is com-
posed entirely of ministers and offi-
cials, and represents the action of the
predominant and governing parties in
each coleny. ' It is to be regretted,
however, that some provision has not
been made for the admission of min-
orities, To make the union a realily
the union must be consummated with
reasonable consideration for the min-
orities which represent factors in the
community which statesmen cannot
with prudence ignore. They are n-
telligent, energetic and on the whole
wealthy, and upon their abilities and
capital depend the mining industries
which are the mainstay of South Afri-
can prosperity,

The drift of affairs indicates that it
is well there is no question of British
sovereignty among the South African
States that before the
The British Government will nct lead
in the movement, but will leave it to
the “colonies themselves to decide.
However, the Imperial

existed war.

will hardly give assent to the new
South African constitution unless it
is based on absolute fairness and im-
partial justice to all classes. who are
to be the citizens of the Federation.
Canadians have reason for their lively
interest on account of the part taken
by them in conserving British sover-
cignty in South Alriea, and the suc-
cess of the Canadian federation m
mollifying sectionalism and in pro-
moting a true national spirit based »n
the sentiment of autonomy of the part
combined with unity of the whole.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Jupiter Pluvius is working overtime
just now in order to get a
next harvest.

holiday

The “thin red line’’ is not half as
thin as the arguments of Conservative
apolbgists.

Oats are selling for 75 <cents at
White Whale ‘Lake. In that
is highly disrespectful to
coarse grains,

case 1t

call them

In the Old Country the
class follows the hounds.

leisured
In Canada

the hounds are generally put after the|
{ liesured class.

The Merry Widow hat is being criti-
cized because it leaves nothing to the
imagination. Not so! Consider the
cost; :

Though the ceel supply will run
out’ in ‘two hundeéd years it must be
cheering to some that ice will last for-
ever.

New
union,

York
Advocates of the open shop
henceforth will do well to walk in the
lanes and back streets.

has now a chauffeur’s

It i= said there are over 2,000,000
bachelors in the United States. How
fortunate for them thdt*Mrs. Guin
nezs is dead!

It looks as if many prominent citi-
zens oif the United Slates will
have to wear “Let Us Alone’ buttens,
lest they have the viee-presidency
thrust on them, 4

soon

The Toronto News is resorting to
graveyard history to discredit the atti-
tude of the Ontario cpposition on the
temperance question. The News
€ome open graves in its own cemetery
that it might cover up.

has

Reférring to the G.T.P. the Conser-
vative apologist in this city says: “It
was expected that this road would he
built without any
Congratulations!

scandal.
It was never known

serions

before that Conservative expcctations
were so high,

Last Saturday the Umited States
closed the eleventh month of the fis-
cal year 1907-08 showing a deficii of
$64,000,000. Revenue during the pe-
riod has fallen 53,000,000,
eleven months of the previous

below the
Year,
while the expenditures have increased
$74,000,000 so that the treasury is
$127,600,000 worse than a year ago.

A clique of Bt. Louis capitalists
have inaugurated what they called a
“eunshine” movement to boost trade
by sending out inflated and optimistic
reports. These Christian
methols of business will be a fdilure.
Fertunately Alberta has sunshine of
a more material kind that is calculat-
ed to improve the situation. Bhe nas

eighteen hours a day oi sunshine;

Scieunce

A private =oldier of the
Corps of U, 8, A. army has been sen-
tencad to imprisonment
for shaking hands with Emma Gold-
man at a public meeting. The
dent indicates that the bacillus of
militarism has inoculated the blood
of the American war authorities to an
alarming degree. One thing is cer-
tain that soldier will leave prison an
avowed anarchist,

Engineer
five

years’

inei-

Government,

‘The year 1908 has been a:test year.
Especially is  fthis true of natinne!
banking systems. The United States
Congress has spent most of its time
this year in preparing a suitable bank-
ing law. Now Germany has appoint-
ed an Imperial Banking Commission
to make a thoroughgoing investigation
into the preszent system of the Reichs-
bank., A great advance in
the financial ills of the two epuntries
m question would be made if banking
experts and business men did not put
go much faith in mere technical bank-
ing expedients tor overcome the scar-
city of investable capital.

settling

The
at Otlawa is merely a reversion to the
type of
meant

behaviour of the three George
essential ancient Toryi=m

which government by hold-ap
instead of government by parliament,
Clearly the Opposition is fighting for
the party advantage that the Roblin
Rogers list would give them in Mani-

tcba. If it is a matter of principle,

why is obstruction employed in this-

case alone? There aré a dozen gov-
crnment bills on the order paper; buf
if the Government
Election Bill, the

ready to give assurances that,the ses-

gave way oun the

Opposition were
sion would <¢lose by the First of July.
That is, public business would receive
scant
its own way on the party question

attention if the Oppozition got

now at issue.

THE ROSS RIFLE.

Hamilton Times—The political con-
troversy over the Ross rifle culminat-
ed in a division of the House of Com-
mons on Friday night; and the ver-
dict of the vote was decisively againsi
the hostile criticism to which the new
national arm has been subjected, ana
in favor of the general policy oi the
militia department. The attack on the
Ross rifie was led by Col. Worihing-
ton, Conservative member for Sher-
brooke, who had the official but not
very enthusias gupport of his party
and the defence of it was sustained
by the minister of militia, who had
the official support of the Liberal
party and the enthusiastic support ot
the military ecritic of the Conservative
pariy, Colone! Hughes, member
for Victoria and Haliburton, a thor-
ough Deliever in the merits of.the Ross
over the Lee-Enfield. It needs cour-

dam

age to advocate a new firearm. Let a

rifleman at the but's use one to whien |

he is not accustomed, and, if he dves
nov break & record, he will invariably
say he could have done better if he
tad had his own rifle. 1t is the same
with billiards. 1If a billiard player
3 without his accustomed cue and he
makes a poor score, the cue is always
to blame, and not his hand or eye or
both. How much greater, then, is the
iorce of Conservative prejudice when a
man has a weapon, not only noi the
one he is accustomed to use, but not
even of the same make? He has to
master mew features; has to hecome
accommodated to a different action;
his hand may not as freely rcspond
to his eye; the stock may not rest with

the same intimate friendliness against ]

difference
The un-

1erves

his shoulder, and a slight
in weight may bewilder him.
accuetomed thing gets on his
he is sure he can never do any decent
chooting with it. He is impatient;
a slight deéterioration in_ his record oi
effcetive shooting touches his vanity;
and he, off-hand, condemns the strange
weapon.

Such feelings as these have largely
entered into the agitation against the
Ross rifle. Rillemen have got used
to the Lee-Enfield—the older wecapon
—-they are familiar with every detail
of its mechanism; their records have
been made with Lee-Enfields, and each
one has a particular Lee-Enfield,which
is’ his mascot. . Put another weapon
into his hands and he will assuredly
not make as good a score. If, added
to this, the marksman is a Britisher,
with the peculiar strength of his na-
tive air in his lungs, he will,
how, confuse disloyalty to the Lee-En-
field with disloyalty to the Union Jack,
for the Lee-Eafield is the arm of the
British army, and it ought, therefore,
to be the arm of the Canadian militia.
There is, be it remembered, nothing
more full of prejudice than a musketry
instructor, ex the British army, which
is generally the whole thing as far as
he is concerned, and such prejudice
is not always a bad thing. 'The Brit-
ish non-commissioned officer, mind,
vou, is a good fighter; let nothing be
said against him on that score; but
he has noticns, and it goes hard with
the man or the government—unless
they treat him firmly—that goes coun-
ter to tho$e notions. The man from
Misouri says “show me;”” but he won’t
even he shown.

It will, therefore, "be realized that
the Ress rifle began its career, as a
national weapon, with the forees of
conservatism and prejudice strongly
entrenched against it.  Besides which
it had to overcome its own inherent de-
fects. Becau while superior in
prineiple, it was undoubtedly inferior
to the Iee-Enfield in detail. The Lee-
Enfield, when first adopted in the
Britizh army, had also been inferio
in sowe of its details to'the arm
which it superseded, but it was im-
proved and improved, just as the Ross
has been in the last five yeats, untii
it reached periection, or as near per-
feetion as the principle oi the Lec-En-
ficld was _capable of being ecarried,
when being traunslated from drawing
paper tp death-dealing eylinders of
I‘t\'\'l.

The Canadian
the first mark of the Ross rifle and
another mark was issued, remedying
most ol the defects in the original
weapon, A number of these rifles the
militia depaitment allowed to be dis-
tributed ; but still there were defects
to be overeome; and a third mark has
been issucd, which is highly approved
by marksmen. When this latest Ross
rifle is in general use and the military
have become at home with it, they will
probably acknowledge its superiority
over the Lee-Enfield. The Lee-Enficld
belongs to the lever or rotary motion
class -of rifles. There are four mio-
tions in leading and firing it. The
Ross has only two. The rifleman has

some-

government refused

t poses to

simply to pull back the bolt and press
it forwe Conscquently, - there ist
a great gain in rapidity, One hundred
and fifty shots can be fired from the
Ross while 100 are being discharged
from the Lee-Enfield. In the case of
a rush by the enemy, 100 men, armed
with the Ross, could do as mueh execu-
tion as 150, armed with the Lee-En-
field. The Ross would be especially
serviceadle in ecases of night attack,
when a rapid fire at close quarters is
most effective. On sueh an occasion,
the Ross would possibly be a chiet
factor in deciding the fate of the en-
counter,

This rapidity in working is not ac-
companied by any great complexity of
parts. The Lee-Enficld is made up of
100 parts; the Ross of 76. The opera-
tion of taking the Ross to pieces and
putting it together again occupies
much time, we are told, than it
does with the Lee-Enfield.
of the Ross can. actually be
apart and rut together ag
ordinary knife, The bore and calibre
are the samec as in the Lee-Enfield,
and ii the Canadian troops and the
Imperial troops were in action to-
gether ®against a  common toe, they
could exchange ammunitionr and sup-
ply and deficiency there might be in
either camp 3

The Ross is quite as accurate as the
Lec-Enfield. The Ross was at first fit-
ted with a short barrel, suitable for
active service, but not for range fir-
ing; and hostile eritics compared the
short Ross with the long Lee-Enficld at
the butts. There was no parity in the
comparison. With the long barrei,
however, the Ross is admitted by ex-
perts to be equal, for a iracy, to any
rifle in the world. Recent tests give
the following extraordinary results of
accuracy combined with rapidity: 300
shots in 14 minutes, 11 seconds, 204
being hits and 101 bull’s-eyes; 150
shots in 5 minutes and 1 sccond, 147
being hits and 34 bull’s-eyes. This is
a record, said Col. Sam Hughes, that
no two rifles in the world
approached.

Sir Charles Ross submitted his rifle
to the United States ordinance depart-
ment before he opened negotiations
with the Canadian government: and,
said Col. Sam Hughes, had they not,
two years previously, adopted the new
Springfield rifle, the chances were a
thousand to one that they would have
adopted the principle of the Ross. He
learnt that from gentlemen high up in
the United ordinance depart-
ment.  The test of the Ross rifle was
as good as, if no* better than, that
of their

less

taken

have ever

States

own serv ridle.

UNDER WHICH

KING.

Montreal Herald—The question rais-
ed by the opposition at
simply thi

Is the majority or
iament to rule?

The opposition does not like ‘a cer-
tain Dill brought down by the gov-
crnment. It does not pretend that it
is unconstitutional,or that it is fraught
with injustice so grievous as to justiiy
extreme measures in securing its de-
feat. These arguments arve not ad-
vanced. The opposition does not like
the bill, therelore it is prepared to oh-
struct the business of parliament un-
til such time as the government meets

Ottawa is

minority in par-

tits wishes in ‘regard to the proposed

measure.

In other words, the minority pro-
control the majority. The
power to do so is certainly inherent in
an opposition, which by endless dis-
cuesion can prevent the House concur-
ring in “‘supply.” But the power has
always been exercised with the great-
est care! and only under circum
stances the most extraordinary. It
has been felt that to invoke it on
slight occasion would be the nega-
tion to parliamentary government, and
that a very serious responsibility
would rest on the parliamentary min-
ority which exercised it.

That responsibility the present op-
position has definitzly assumed. On a
matter of minor importance; on a
measure which has been trimmed and
pruned by the prime minister in an
honest effort to imeet dite views, the
opposition has taken its stand, and re-

1ipply untii this now innocuous

sure is withdrawn. It is a heavy

responsibility. The King's govern-

ment has to be carried on. The ma-

Jority in the House are ready to let it

be carried on, but the minority reiuse
permission, :

The bill on which the fight is taking
place is, as it now s&tands, of minor
importance.. It is merely a cloak for
the design of the opposition to em-
barrass the government. If it wene
not this bill it would be some other.
The opposition which would dare
adopt the last recourse of parliament-
ary warfare in regard to o insignifi-
cant a measure, would adopt it in
regard to awy bill. If the government
conceded the: demands of the opposi-
tion today it would have no guarantee
against being held up tomorrow on
some equally insignificant matter,
the merits of this particular bill, but

The question, therefore. s not as to
as to whether the government or the
opposition is to rule. The govern-
ment represents the majority oi the
House, duly elected by the people.
There is no evidence that the govern-
ment has lost' the confidence of the
electorate. On the contrary, the byve-
elections have shown that it retains
that confidence. It is not at the end
of it

a
parliamentary term. It is not
jamming through legislation which in
a moribund House might with justice
e postponed. " It is simply secking to
carry on the business of the country.

Moreover, it has not sought to cram
any particular bill down the throat
of the opposition.. It has made no at-
teinpt to dragoon its opponents. On
the contrary, the government has
made every reasonable and honorable
attempt to meet their wishes, Sir Wil-
frid has plead for a measure aceept-
able to both parties and fair to both.
He has modified the objectionable
clause so that all savor of partizanship
has been taken from it,

The opposition is assuming a very
grave responsibility. For the sake of
party advantage it is obstructing the
country’s business, prolonging the
work of parliament, and bringing dis-
tress to’ thousands of civil servants
and other ereditors of the government.
Should it, by these tactics, force a dis-
solution ofparliament, it will go to the
country condemned in advance, in the
minds  of well-thinking citizens, as
composed of men unable to appreciate
the responsibilities that devolve upon

L ous responsibilities of a
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OBSTRUCTING PUBLIC BUSINESS

Vancouver World—The obstructi-
tacties now being pursued at Ottawas
were at first observed with son
usement by the country at large. I
ticians would possibly be surprised
find how accurately the general pul
sizes up their manoeuvres, In this
instance the people were not deceived
for a moment. The 1
faulty as first introduced. The jaulis
were remecd’ A and there
son for r esting its t
than th~ unfortunate loss of their
perty rights in the Manitoba lis
whic it would cost the Conservat
leasicrs® of that provinee. The pul
saw the game and smiled, as it «m
d on that other famous occasion w
House in cont
ous session for nearly a week, Hi
jesty’s opposition incontinent
lapsed. The matter, however,
now gone beyond a joke. The
ness oif the country is being seriou
retarded, and the members of the ciy
service find the prompt payment
their salaries jeopardized—which
the case of men drawing small puy
and without other resources, means a
substantial fine. Worst of all, the in-
ternational engagements of the
try cannot- be carried out. As  wi
stated in our news eolumug yesterday,
the Canadian members of the bound-
ary delilmitation commission are in
Ottawa waiting for their supplics,.when
shey ought to be in the Yukon, whith
er the representatives of the i
States have already proceeded.
latter, meanwhile, -are cooling
heels while their pay
involving ‘the government oi the
ited States in quite unnecessary
pense by reason of what acounts
breach of faith, or, which cannot I
at all satisfactory to Canada, markn
the boundary themselves. What
ther complicationrs are in store e
body can say, but enough is kn
already to demonstrate that it is tin
this unseemly ofarce at Ottawa wa
terminated.

election bill v
was 1no 1
passage
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CANADIAN DEFENCE.

Canada—Writing in the current
sue of the Nationa! Review, M
S Amery, who ranks as one ol
two ablest military crities-in Great
tain, deals suggestively with the qu
tion of Canadian defence. He i seem-
ingly convinced that an atitack on
the Dominion by any power operat
across the Atlantic ot the Pacific
could be checkad without difficulty as
long as the British fleet was in being
ut there is no doubt in his mind as
» the impossibility of defend
Canada against an attack -dirc
across her longz land-frontier whic
owing to the la¢k of bufferstates :
mountainous, inhospitable lands, such
as Thibet, is far more open to the
enemy than that of India. It wouls
be impossible,.in his judgment, to de
fend' Canada against the = Unit
States swing to (1) the vastly great:
population of the latter country;
the smallness of the assistance’ which
could be given by the British navy;
and (3) the present lack of strateg
transcontinental railway along -which
to send reinforcements to the C: lian
militia. Obstacle No. 1 would be re-
moved, so he thinks, when the popula-
tion oi the Dominion reaches twents
mililons. Even  then the Uni

ates would be able to bring a1
larger army of fairly efficient v
teers into the field, 'but the Cana
advantage in quality—for men
harder, the further north the
would partially compensate I
feriority in quantity. Obstacle
can only be remedied, it wou
by seme form of. consc
would make the militar
the mother country cqual to h
perial responsinilities.  Obstacle
will vanish when the new transcont
ental line, which runs at a much gr
distance irom the {rentier, is finally
completed, even then, tl
“neck of the bottle,” near Winunipeg
will be a weak point. However, the
construetion of a line above Lake Win-
ripeg and the establishment of the
Hudson Bay route would render the
west defensible, supposing the other
conditions were satisfiecd. We happen
te know that Lord Dundonald’s reas-
oned opinion is the sam
Mr., Amery, and it has
known that the experts of the
man staff, one of whose functions it
iz to study all such problems of mili-
tary geography, hold much the same
views for the self-same reasons. Ex-
cept for the ultra-patriotie, who choose
to ignore all the I military
history, these conclusions should form
the basis of all discussion of Canada’s
powers of sell-defence. The war ot
1812-14, in which Canada,with the help
of British soldiers, more than held her
own, has little or no bearing on tlie
present problem.  Then Canada was
no more than a river-state, under the
direct protection of British sea power,
which by driving the eommerce of the
United States from the high seas, turn-
ed the main issue in favor oi the nas-
cent empire. Today &he is a transcon-
tinental polity, half of which is out of
touch with the sea. Of course, it is
needless to point out that, even if the
three conditions mentioned above wer
satisfied, the destruction of the Bfitish
fleet would rengler Canada as indeien-
sible as the southern states were in
tthe later stages of the civil war.
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FLOOD TREATENS ST. PAUL.
If Mississippi Rises Another Foot Re-
sult Will be Disastrous.

St. Paul, Minn., June 2
sissippi river rises anothe
dreds of the St Paul poc
homeless. The flats in Minneapolis,
higher than thos2 in St. Paul, t
endangered. The river was h

day than it has been for five

The lower flat district
street and the river in  St.
threatened with destruction
habitants nearest the river w
ed to leave their homes ea:
morning and the river is slowl
ing. The railway tracks at th
of Sibley and Jackson
threatened with inundation which
stop all traffic to St, Paul ove
roads. The outlook is

rain is predicted for toni

nesday and a heavy rai
northern part of the state.
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Frank Lascelles, Mast
Pageant, Who Made
cess of a Similar Affz
Last Year.—Descri
to Be Enacted a

Quebec, Tun
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Coming of Jac
“We 1all ©oas
oveirture \
wals set
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earth i
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the gol
France.
“Afte
\'I\i(”}
the
reads to th
ed on. the

actual f
ciowded sava
banks of the ri
dsd four hundr
the familiar words of the
pel @f St. John. Tlien do
to. the river to embark ox
whic!t i3 to biine him back
“Su  the Irench
Indsans pass out
trarsported in our
cour: of France
sward iz under
sky iz overhead,
music and groups
show ux that the
little village on
side, but that
Francois Premi
“In great state,
head ot his cava
whe has returned from
t.- the west, is brought
and tells him of his wa
presents Indiz
biought batk with hi
\‘Y\I.Allrl_
The Scene Again ~---a
“Then thev ride on ana
changes ag more
the Court of 1
the court as=e
2 threne is set
tapestries unfolded round.
halberdiers keep
court of Hen:y 1V. has
of Francis L. Resplendent
and silks-of many colors, {
and gentlemen troop in,
i. danced before the king
dVes 1 s and to a v«
who stauds at the foot of t}
is given a. commissiol
where C
Champlain
the King
“Then back
us to the little
and Champlain wi
received
“The year a
Champlain -and
sines- dead. Stadac
Quebee and the populs
ed to over 2% The goverl
magny, goes down with h
and receives the gentle and
ther Marie and the ladies
France, who have given
lives to bring the pname of
the new count'y. -
little children the
were taught to cach
mother’s knee, and. the
on
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with wondei
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Renelling the Iroque

\ fort being defended
brave voung Frenchmen at
hordes of Troquois, and the
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of the
whie
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