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All Belgium Mined, 
Ready For Blow-up

Defence» All Reconstructed
“In Antwerp the Germans have re­

constructed all the defenses and the 
city was never so strongly fortified as 
at this moment. The Germans compel 
the Belgians to do military construc­
tion, and when one refusés they go 
to his house and take his wife or 
daughter or perhaps both and deport 
them to Germany. They do not evén 
.tell them to what part of Germany 
they are going. On one occasion they 
lined up a lot of Belgian workingmen 
and asked those who were willing to 
work for the Germans to step forward 
The whole line stepped back two 
steps.

“I had to utter just two words to 
tell the story of Belgium I would 
simply say ‘poor Belgium.’ 
tells the story.’

GREAT PICTURES AT THE NICKEL FOR THE WEEK-END PROGRAMME -

?
....  The Broadway Star Features present in three parts :

THE HUMAN CAULDRON.
Th,s photoplay w«s prodaced wi* the eo-operation of the Police Department of New York City, j The scenes were photo- 

graphed in the Public Institutions which they portray. A powerful drama with a moral.

■ "THE FOX AND THE PIG," Episode 7 ot "THE DIAMOND FROM THE SKY.”
MMMBWMBBIMMo^ipIsi (■■■■■
A beautiful social dramatic offering, by The Essaney Players, featuring Marguerite Clayton, R. C. Travers, and E. Haupain.
MAWhlv t<jLG5rEAT BIG SPBCIAL PROGRAMME FOR THE BUMPER MATINEE EVERY SATURDAY.
MONDAY—“THE SINS OF THE MOTHERS,” a Vi

**
»

Germans Place Explosives Under Cathedrals, 
Historic Buildings, and Streets—Plan 

Against Retreat Day—Worker 
Tells What Enemy will Do.

-

)

> I99

xjEW YORK. Aug. 30.—A story of 
conditions iu Antwerp as they are te- 

well as in other parts of

cities and towns, under the streets, 
and even under buildings. Ib Antwerp 
I myself saw them placing the mines, 
and I know what I am saying when I 
tell you that mines are now in position 
under the Cathedral, Palace of Jus- 
stice, and other great buildings in that 
city. The mines are elctrically con­
trolled, and the mined 
buildings are under the constant 
guard of German soldiers.

“Trenches have been constructed 
all over the country,* and if ever the 
Allies get into Belgium and begin 
drive at the Germans they are going 
to find it a mighy big job to dislodge 
them. Yet there is not a Belgian liv­
ing who does not believe that the time 
is coming when the German will be 
driven from the land, but it’s going to 
take a world of work, and I think it 
will be a long time before it is accom­
plished.

pfTÏèauVr UA*011 production’ with Anita Stewart and Earle Williams. 

TRAVELOGUES, CARTOONS AND COMEDIES ARE SHOWN WITH THE BIG FEATURE PROGRAMMES.
cay»
Pelgium. was told yesterday by Her- 

Huysmans, an expert worker in 
f,n ammunition factory, who managed 

out of the country, and who

That
?

man
•t

WHERE TO GET
THE MAIL AND ADVOCATE

to get
arrived here yesterday to begin life 

this country. His wife and
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The Problem of
Food Prices

areas andanew in
little children were killed during 
bombardment of Antwerp in 1914,

two The Mall and Advocate can now be
had at the following stores:—

Mayo’s—Duckworth Street 
Mrs. Galliran—Duckworth St Bast 
Mrs. Peckford—Foot Signal HIM Rd 
Mr. Gosse—Plymouth Road.
Mrs. Kelly—King's Bridge Road. 
Mrs. Hayse—King’s Bridge Road. 
Mrs. Brien—Colonial Street 
James Whelan—Colonial Street 
P. Fitzpatrick—Gower Street (tor 

ot Nunnery Hill).
Mrs. Organ—Military Road.
Mr. Paraons—Catherine Street 
Mr. B. Parsons—Corner Hayward 

Avenue and McDougall Street 
Mrs. Wadden—Pleasant Street 
Mrs. Dounton—Fleming Street 
Mr. Fitzpatrick—Field Street 
Mise E. Lawlor—Head ot Long’t

the
and since that time he has lived alone 
and much of the time in want in th-3 
Belgian metropolis. Huysmans is 
educated and the story he told yester­
day was not a recital of atrocities and 
inhuman acts committed by the Ger- 

but one rather of German effic-

a

Why are food prices continually go­
ing up?

This is the question being asked by 
the great majority of the 100,000,000 
people in the United States.

And they haven’t been satisfied with 
the answers.

“We are helpless,” reply the retail- 
“The big concerns are boosting 

the wholesale prices. We must in­
crease our prices or go out of busi­
ness.”

"The war is the reason,” say the 
food barons. “Tremendous demand on 
America. Supply smaller than before 
the war. Prices just naturally go up. 
Unfortunate, but true." The food 
baron smiles a bit as he gives his an­
swer.

Producers and Consumers
Here’s another answer: Prof. W. E. 

Hotchkiss, of Northwestern Univer­
sity, at Chicago, claims that the trend 
of population towards the cities is 
great factor in the increase of food 
prices. “Consumers of foodstuifs 
increasing and producers decreasing. 
More food is produced to-day, but the 
percentage of population engaged in 
food production is decreasing. The 
trend is toward the cities, where peo 
pie become consumers of food, when 
heretofore they had been producers. 
All efforts in the way of foods have 
been toward the decreasing of the 
cost of production and perfecting the 
machinery of commercial distribution. 
Great advancement has been made in 
preparing and handling foods, but this 
is still far from efficient, and there 
has been no big increase nor enough 
attention given to the producing of 
foodstuffs."

Prof. Hotchkiss’ contention sounds 
as though he believes that when peo­
ple move from the country to the 
cities theey become eonsumèrs of food, 
something they were not while upon 
the land. The trend toward the cities 
does not add to the number of con-

Ymans,
iency as directed at the people of a
conquered country.

The food situation in all parts of 
Belgium, Huysmans said, could not 
well be exaggerated. Milk is no longer 
to be had and babies are now fed on 
milk tablets, which are to be had only 
in minimum quantities. Bacon sells at 
$2.00 a pound, and coffee, except in 
the cases of those who still have some 
money left, is no longer to be had. 
The country has been mined by the 
Germans, supposedly in anticipation 
of a possible future retreat through 

Able-bodied Belgians

aa

til
■mare

Will Raze All Belgium
“Many of the German soldiers will 

admit that the day is probably coming 
when the Allied advance will drive 
them back Into the country, but they 
will tell you that when that time does 
come they w'on’t leave anything stand­
ing in Belgium. Perhaps that is the 
reason why they have mined the Cath­
edral and other buildings in Antwerp.

“I want to say a word for the plain, 
every-day German enlisted man He 
is not responsible for the trouble in 
Belgium and in a lot of instances the 
enlisted men are big, kind-hearted 
chaps who sympathize with the Bel­
gians. The Bavarians especially were 
kind, so kind, in fact, that they ship­
ped them all to the Russian front and 
put Prussians in their places in Bel- 
giur The less said about the Prus­
sians the better. The kind of men 
they are is shown by a little incident 
that happened in Antwerp. When the 
Bavarians were the garrison they had 
pictures of King .Albêrt and Queen 
Elizabeth, the latter a Bavarian prin­
cess, hung in the barracks. When the 
Prussians came they tore down the 
pictures and-a fight followed," the Ba­
varians on one side and the Prussians 
on the other. I am sorry to say the 
Prussians won.

mHIers.
It

flj-'î

mil.
Mrs. Bulger—Head of Carter*» Hill 
M. A. Duffy—Cabot Street 
M. J. James—Cooketown Road.
Mr. Horwood—Barter’s Hill. 
Popular Store—Casey Street 
Mrs. Tobin—Casey Street 
Mrs. Cummings—Head of Casey St 
Mrs. Healey—Comer Water St an< 

Hutchings Street.
Mrs. Fortune—Corner Water Street 

and Alexander Street.
A. McCoubrey—(tinsmith)

Gower Street.
Royal Tobacco Store, Water Street 

Mrs. Joy—New Gower Street 
Capt. Flett—Cor. Gower and Pres 

cott streets.

m irtthe country, 
have the option of working for the 
military authorities or of^seeing some 
or all of their women folk deported in­
to Germany, while the crops when 
harvested are divided into a ratio of

Figures compiled by the California 
State Market Commission show' that 
on twenty-three commodities the aver­
age increase in wholesale prices from 
1913 to 1916 is 24 1-5 per cent.

Sugar has increased 71, per cent;
.

about four and one-half parts to the 
Germans and one-half part to the
Belgians. lHERRING NETSBread 40 cents a Loaf.

“When I left Antwerp,” said Huys- 
mans, “bread was selling at 40 cents 
for a small loaf, meat brought $2 a 
pound. The potato crop this year was 
fine for the Germans, but not for the 
Belgians, for if a farmer had a crop 
that netted 500 kilos he had to turn 
over 450 kilos to the German authorit­
ies, most of it to be exported into Ger­
many for the population there.

“The Germans have been busy for 
months mining the country. The 
mines have been placed not only at 
strategic points, but in many of the

Nev mutton, 34 per cçnt; onions, 177 per 
cent; potatoes, 105 per cent; prunes, 
100 per cent; beans, 64 per cent, and 
raisins, 41 per cent. In six months 
canned fruits and vegetables 
trolled by Pacific coast concerns have 
gone up from 20 to 50 per cent. Lard 
has advanced more than io

: iWe have the following Herring Nets in stock, and in 
addition have 76 more to arrive in a few days. Notwith­
standing the large stock worth nearly $10,090.00 those 
interested will notice there are some sizes we have com­
paratively few of. ^So to avoid disappointments order 
ahead. Our stock is the largest, and our prices the lowest.

“ANCHOR” BRAND
2J4 < ! 2 3/8

con-
P

Mr. Ryan—Casey Street.
Mrs. Collins—Foot Patrick Street 

Water St 
Mrs. K

hmsumers. Just how this abandonment 
of the farms has affected the pro­
duction of foods is best seen by taking 
a look at the constantly Yncreàsitig

Every

.1.
per cent

in three months, with nol change in 
normal conditions of sugply other 
than “the war.”

nreet West. , 
eWe-^H&tiiilton Street 

P. J. Morgan—Pennywell Road. 
Chas. Truscett—New Gower Street 
Miss Murphy—Water St. West

N:\4
25/8 25/4amount of food produced, 

year’s crop is larger than the pre­
vious one, and ^bumper crop” stor­
ies and cartoons fill the papers dur­
ing the harvest season. A compari­
son of increase of population with 
increase of food production will show 
that the per capita supply is not grow­
ing smaller.

-30 Rans 22
11

8 YConsumer Perplexed.
All these boosts in price on the ac-- 

tual necessities of life have caused the 
consumer to scratch his head and try 
to figure out the why. At the same 
time he has attempted some mental 
arithmetic to find out why his salary 
has not increased in proportion to, the 
price elevation.

It’s all very puzzling to the average 
consumer.

One answer to his puzzle is this:
The food barons of the nation are 

indulging in the greatest “squeeze 
play" of the century, using the Euro­
pean war as an excuse tor the sensa­
tional aviation in prices. The 
sumer is the “goat."

The average citizen of the United 
States has already come to the con­
clusion that the war is affording mul­
ti-millionaire manipulation of a wide 
variety of products a convenient 
blanket to cover a maze of sins com­
mercial.

35 23 IS
40 22 39 40■o

■ 4U50 2 32READ THE MAIL & ADVOCATE 60 5
“ANCHOR” BRAND

a30 10 10 5
10 20 11• #
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The Real Shortage.

It isn’t shortage of production that 
is responsible for the high cost of liv­
ing nor is it edue to increase of pop­
ulation. The shortage is in brains.

The people of the United States 
have permitted their food supply to re­
main In the hands of private profit 
seekers, and every one of them has 
raked in something for himself first. 
The railroads got a rakeoff, the com4 
mission agents took some, the jobber, 
the banker, the elevator company, the 
local transportation company, the re­
tailer, every one'lR them grabbed off 
a bit of profit for himself first.

There has been no national effort to 
bring the food direct from the pro­
ducer to the consumer. Private firms 
have stood between, and they have not 
only demanded a pro ratio share, but 
speculated and cornered parts of the 
supply.

There’s only one solution—and that 
will come when the Nation will pro­
duce for service, and not for profits.

2011 re5

Boys’ School Suits 10 12 28n 22101 30.
Linen Gill Nets 36 6 inch mesh; 4 Gill Nets 5” mesh.

R. TEMPLETON, . mm

333 Water Street, St. John’s. -
Now that the holidays are over 

the boys will need a new suit for 
school.

con-

iVt A Frenchman’s 
Daring Feat

boyau, along which I advanced boldly. 
Suddenly *Wer da’ rang out. and I 
saw a group of German soldiers 
cooking food at the entrance of a 
dugout. They greeted me with amaze­
ment, and I learnecl the Bavarian bat­
talion to which they imagined I be­
longed had been annihilated by the 
French bombardment. They were a 
newly-arrived Silesian regiment from 
Verdun, just brought up to full 
strength by drafts from home. Al­
ready in two days they had four hun­
dred casualties while waiting in the 
rear lines. My Munich accent quite 
deceived them, and the lost front 
teeth accounted for any indistinctness 
of speech, so they made me welcome."

Ai k I :m<We Can Supply Them.
NORFOLK—2 garment belted 

suits, Tweed and Serge. Sizes 
1 to 8.. .. >.$2.40 to $4.50.

a
r

Spoke Good German and Enters 
German Trenches Where he is 
Made Welcome—Gathers Much 
Valuable Information While 
Paying his Friendly Call

i . :■

\
The “Gittln" Is Good.

This is true in the food market. Thé 
men who control huge quantities of 
foodstuffs are going just as far as 
they dare in their campaign to “git 
aplenty yhile the gittin’ is good.”

The Increase in sugar prices has 
been one of the sensational features of 
this “squeeze play."

Sugar men advance this reason for 
higher cost of sugar. England has 
been unable to get her usual supply 
from Java, owing to war conditions, 
and has therfore gone to Cuba, one 
of the great sources of the American 
sugar supply. This move, they say, 
has naturally décreased the American 
supply and sent prices soaring to the 
highest mark in twenty years.

However, in the face of this excuse, 
sugar men admit that the supply from 
Hawaii and the Coast States is far 
larger than usual and that huge ware- 
housefi are filled with enough sugar to 
last three ye^rs.i 0

Yet the sugar kings appear worried 
over a possible shortage in the future, 
shove up the prices and blame the 
war.
*There are several other answers 

dealing with the economic phases of 
the question. These answers are in­
teresting. ^

For instance, the tremendous hulk 
of gold flowing into the country dur­
ing the war has cheapened the buying 
power of the yellow and attraetlve 
metal, which, by the way, is only the­
oretically scattered liberally per head 
over the nation.

because Its buying power has been 
cheapened, food prices have gone up. 
That’s good as answers go, but it’s a
hard one for the ordinary mai 
derstand.

Ji
A ë

SUFFOLK—3 garment belted, 
Tweed and Serge. Sizes 1 to 
8.. ..

F PARIS, Aug. 28.—On Monday one
of the most remarkable stories of the 
war was told by Corporal Marcel B. 
Classe, aged thirteen, belonging to a 
French regiment d’elite. The Corpor­
al took part in the French drive at

u

.. .. $2.70to$4.50. U3
W y

.s
o

Some men are born great, some 
achieve greatness and others join the 
police force.

RUGBY—3 garment suits, Tweed 
and Serge; Short pants. Sizes

$3.00 to $160.
Maurepas on Thursday, and was un­
der the German bombardment. A big 
shell exploded near him, and in des­
cribing his experiences he Wid:

“For an instant I felt myself In the 
midst of an earthquake then I lost con­
sciousness. The next thing 1 remem­
ber I was finding myself in a shell 
hole five yards fùrther up the slope, 
naked, save tor a shirt, but beyonu 
numerous bruises and the loss of two 
front teeth, marvelously uninjured. 
There was no stgu of my men, but 
before me lay the corpse of a Boche 
soldier in the uniform of the Four-

■o
Truth is all right in its way, but 

flattery is generally jollier.4 to 12

—
It takes a cop to cop a cop.YOUTHS’ SUITS, long pants. 

Sizes 7 to 12.. .$4.50 to $8.00.
Vfc' * 1:1?

IP) ;

FOR SALE!CONWAY SUITS for little boys, 
1 3 garment, Tweed and Serge, 

with detachable linen collar. 
Sizes 000 to 2.. . $2.50 to $5.20.

■*i? n LOCAL AND SCOTCHAn€
■si.

• Mj ■teenth Bavarians. It seemed later the 
sun was hidden, and 1 shivered in the 
wind. The German 
so heavy it seemed Impossible to re­
join my comrades, sô I stripped the 
Boche of his coat and trousers and 

After waiting some

1
SINGLE PANTS, lined and 

lined. Sizes 1 to 12, from 
70c. up.

Iun-
QUR QUESTION IS,

What will you do if you have a 
fire and haven’t any insurance r 
Can you stand this loss?

irs FOOLISH TO TAKE 
. YOUR OWN FIRE RISK

when our 'premiums are so low. 
Don’t take chances, but ..

HAVE US INSURE YOU 
in one of our companies. Why not 
do it to-day?

onade now was
: • y1 ih

Also
W!h.

t put them on. 
time the wild idea seized me of crawl­
ing towards the enemy’s line—a great- 
part of their shells were falling be­
hind me—to see If I could learn any­
thing useful, but the escape from the 
explosion that caused a state of fat­
alism in which nothing seemed to 
matter. Besides I speak German flti- 
tntly, and I hoped to get most val­
uable information. ‘After 
through the bushwood for twenty or 
thirty yards I reached the German

SINGLE COATS, all sizes, from 
$1.50 up.

m

for Brls. and Half Brls.

STEER Brothers SMITH CO. Lid.
Telephone 506.PERCIE JOHNSON %

creepingmm to un-.>4-
Insurance AgentWmt*j
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THE CRESCENT PICTURE PALACE.
EVERY AFTERNOON 2.15.1 EVERY NIGHT At 7.15.

Presenting Gretchen Hartman, Claire McDowell and Charles
H. Mailes in

ee HIS WHITE LIE.’*
An Emotional Mystery Drama produced in 2 redis by the

Biegraph Company.
“DREAMY DUD AT SEA”

An Essanay Cartoon Laugh.
“THE MISER’S HEART”

A Melo-Drama with Wilfred Lucas and Robert Harron.
“APPLE BUTTER COMEDY”

A Selig Chronicle of Bloom Center.
“Acomita Indians, Pueblo, New Mexico”

A scenic and instructive picture.
PROFESSOR MCCARTHY playing the Piano.

SAM ROSE, Baritone, singing Newest Ballads & Novelty Songs. 
A New and Classy Musical Programme, Drums and Effects.
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