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An appalling story of destitution and undeserved poverty in the Manitoba Capital

NOTE:—This article was written in March, 1914

Have the citizens of Winnipeg heer
feeling the pinch of hard times this
winter? Has there been much real dis

tress in the citv?
Two answers at ones
tioner.
“No, no,
daily newsp:
estate firms 1 :
despite the recent weeding out), the
municipal authoriti
public bodies and a | percentay
business men. Most ot people
fear that the true facts of the case w
injure their own business or
Iho" t'i'_\', the
government

ques

decidedly

various  sem

these

reflect on
provineial or Dominion

‘“ Whatever we must

hush up, don’t knock Winnipeg, ' i3
their motto. ’
Jut line up the ‘“‘yeas’’ and see if

they do not constitute the overwhelm
ing majority. We don’t hear this side

of the story, hecause indiscriminate
boosting gets all the publicity. Most
merchants will privately admit, how
ever, that this is the worst season for

business in several years. The small
storekeepers being hard hit If
they extend credit they get ‘‘stung,’’
and - if-they-don't-give vredit their cus
tomers go to the big stores. The aver
age householder, your typical ecitizen
and taxpayer, has been finding it harder
than ever to keep abreast, let alone
ahead, of the increasing cost of main
taining his Even the
wealthy ¢lass feel the financial tempera

are

modest  Lome.

ture l'hi”.\', for HH'_\' have not as much
ready cash as they need for their high
living 3ut while the iddle and well

felt
arecs, all
hard

cases of

thl'
below this
times

to-do c¢lasses have
in varying d
are feeling the acutely
The number of real hardshi
and extreme destitution is so great thut
charity workers shrink from making an
estimate for fear they will be charged
with disloyalty to the city or with sen
sation-mongeringe

‘YF]'I‘_"'I]I'F‘.

level

8ix Times Usual Distress

The As<ociated Charities never hefore
in_its history has had to relieve more
than about thirty families in one montl
This winter there has been six times
that number applving for food, e¢loth
ing or other immediate needs In Feh
ruary over 200 families had to he thus
relieved, in January 526 and in Decem

cd, these ficures
including some previously helped.  The
are treated sq ;.:umh»ll-,-
‘-'I‘l‘-'lﬂl lodging and coffee houses
maintained. In December 307
men were given relief, in January 231,
and the Fehruary figures were sti

larger The Men's Own Mission free
-\'luulz«_\' breakfast has heen attended by

her 386 cases were reliey

homeless men
bheinge

homeless

an average of 250 men all season. ‘‘Lots
of married men are coming to these
breakfasts,’’ said Rev. A. Allen, the
superintendent, ‘‘in order to help save

at ttle food the can get for their

nilies. Every bite counts in a lot of
¥ eq t} nter ave found

Fed 5,670 Needy Persons

e Salvation Army found more neecd
tor charity this year than ever bhefore
Destitute men had been furnished wit
1 hed nearly half hbeing free
P i g P i e
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break up
nto

goingy

charity

1ses  dealt wit | t \ssociated
Charities, Men's Own, Salvation Army
and irious church f on ces

id be abt ed, that waou not fur
nish n indication of the 1 nher ot
i people 1n the By far
‘ reer proportion of til are sclt
respecting ‘and independent nd shrink
fre ng charity as from the leepest
lisgrace. If a social worker or a c¢hureh
ommittee stumbles upon ‘their case
they are often glad enough to accept

the proffered relief, but apply to a
charity society —never! While, there
fore, would mnaturally expeet the
Associated Charities to come in conti -t
with the
than 72
'

Ol
less deserving ¢lass yet
per cent. of their «
vpieal month are due to unemy
29 per cent. to sickness, old :
cident, leaving wonly 3 per cent whose
mistortune secemed to be their own fault

nore

81N &
ovment,

and ae

Of the homeless men 67 per cent. were
hard up thru unemployment, 21 per
cent. thru sickness, and 12 per cent

thru drink, improvidence and laziuess
Most of the which
bt —peeessary I8 due to proper
nourishment or to insanitary and over

sickness makes re

lack of

B. HOBBS

]lw.\n-ll but the labor unions cen
of their
R, A. Rigg,
states that

and have been so o a A

own members, and

work,
thing for the past few mont I"h

building trades have experienced the
WwWorst season on recard During the i

half of 1913 the bricklayers and masons
never had less than 40 per cent. of the
union members out of work, while only
twelve men out ot over SO0 were  at

ficials

unemploved

WOrK red
made out
in various

ently, when the union ot

their report I"h

lnes are officially reported

as follows: Brie layvers, nearly 100 per
cent; plasterers, 90 per cent; carpenters,
G0 per cent.; painters,;- 65 per cent

ylw,lv-'r\ {0 per e clectricians, 30
per cent.; hinemen, 20 per:-cent.; steam
fitters, 25 per cent structural iron
workers, 33 per cent The C.P.R. laid

oft 300 men in August and hundred
both C.I'R. and C.N.R

'vvll_\

since, and shops

have been working for-only hour

a week, while in some departments the

men  work three weel

Twenty per cent
work-—a

only days a
of printers are without

very high proportion for this

in Tho these are doubtless the worst
hit, vet other trades are known to he
suflern fromn searcity _of worl Iiven
o hiist Vv SCONH to prove that

1s the cure

to this question
The Guide

WHAT IS THE REMEDY ?

*Every earnest man and woman who reads the artiele on this
page will ask himsetor herself what is the cause and where

for the 'l"[llﬂl‘n'»]" state of

““PROGRESS AND POVERTY"
and
‘“‘SOCIAL PROBLEMS"

Two books by Henry George, contain what many of the hest
and wisest men of the world today helieve is the true answer
Both of thes lu_ml\\ can be obtained from
Book Department for 35
BOOK DEPARTMENT,
GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE,
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WINNIPEG, MAN.

IS - - - -—- - c—ceccccvccececeeeeee
rowded houses Forty four cases of 00 unemploved artisa L COnser
need every dav during l’»-!.ru‘.r»‘.‘ WEer tive estimiate The d artene tors
relieved after due inve stigation by the have laird off hundre Factors nre
Civie Relief Committee. Grocery orders running  slue (loy tenoprapher
to the number of 804 were ent out, hook keepers and other office help
264 wood orders and 62 coal orders, the heen released ) r 0l
total cost of this urgent relief an nt Probably ! | |
o to $1,445.76 men and a r f
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ne t f that the X ng o

santzations, private and
would he quite powerless to
the  situation, A cmployment
bureau, accordingly, was established by
the city, and hundreds of and
women have been found employment
free of cost a welcome relief from the
exploitation of the private employvment
revard the out
3 The
civie burcau has concerned itself almost
exclusively with married there

semipublie,
with

i'\ll-l'

free

nen

which too often
their legitimate

bureaus

aof works as jrrey

men, as

was not enough worl for all, and it was
felt that the more necdy should have
thae preforence In October, 676 men

re found jobs in the city, mainly as

laborers and handy men, and 106 out
ade Winnipey Waomen were furnished

'8 job mostly day service and as
domesties In November, 522 men and

27T women were found work,
from day to a permanent position,
In December the figures were 550 men
4 in January, 403 men

women, and, in February, 581

running

one

and
ind 383
men and 382

In addition to all its other activities,
the Associated Charities, under the able
supervision of J. Howard ‘T, Falk, has
tried to look after the single man who

waoltnen,

waortnen

was down and out, A large woodyard
has been operated_with the idea of find
iy work where none other was avail
able.  For sawing or splitting one-third

of a cord a man was given tickets on
the CoffeeHouse for three mealy and
bied No man is allowed to do more
than two thirds of a cord in order that

men as possible might be given
than

and

asomany

relied Sometin more seventy

splitting
Methodist

men have been sawing

wood at one tine Girace
Chureh also woodyard,
where the appheants
for help might earn some money and not

\ braken by being

Iaghteen men

started a small

more necessitous

have their self respect

the recipients of charity

on an average applied each day for help,

which was far wmore than there was
! for

Ore of down and outs, ‘l‘:’"s[v:llllll:

of finding wor have taken to accosting

tizens for money or meals, Still others

b v ne therr weary rounds day after

dn up and down the resids ntial strects

for odd jobs around the house

ere ol bheen hittle snow this season,

o that the general laborers have been
ithout even this casual work

Nine Living in One Room

In the heart of the eity a mother
ind weven ehrldren were found a few
lny o hiving and leeping 1o one

by 14 feet The father, after

vnly seclking work for months in Win

nipey, had left the city in the hl:],(- of

finding something to do U'p to this

nteg the family has been independent,

but they were forced to give up the

ome they were renting and move into

one roowm, for which they are paying
) v month The largest hearts some
! ith the poorest purses Th

or hose own children were on

erge of actunl want, shared her

roG Lo will L poor young giri

vd been turned out of her board

and had had nothing to eat
How people

ar over two days nine

| be accommodated by night, let

me | da what with washing and

ing, was a problen The mother

o w three of the children

1o o on the table and three

thers on the floor during the coldest
veuther When an Associated Charl

‘ 1tor a Guide representative
tered the ’ roon jurkened by
i Lioiningy warehouse the over

rie ither doing her washing,

“ A S ittle mite of seven

r 10 poew on the machine ‘1o

)
el mother

Sick Children. No

A family of

Food
children,
work {:1!!46'r, liv

ight young
«iek mother and out-of

Continued on Page 22




