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Actual Conditions in Winnipeg
An appalling story of destitution and undeserved poverty in the Manitoba ( apital

By ALLAN B. HOBBS

\OTE.— 7 hit article u as unttcn in \1anh, 1914
Have the citizens of Winnipeg been 

feeling the pinch of hunt times thi- 
winter ? Has there been much real ills 
tress in the city?

Two answers, at i.iie-e assail the ques
tioner.

“No, no, decidedly not,’’ say tin 
daily newspapers, the bankers, the real 
estate firms whose name is still Legion
despite the recent ...... ling out), tin-
municipal authorities, various semi 
public bodies and a large percentage of 
business men. Most of these people 
fear that the true fai ts of the case will 
injure their own business or reflect on 
the city, the provincial or Dominion 
government. “Whatever we must 
hush up. don’t knoch Winnipeg, ’ ’ is 
their motto. '

But line up the “yeas’’ and see if 
they do not constitute the overwhelm 
in g majority. We don’t hear this Ddi 
of the story, because indiscriminate 
boosting gets all the publicity. Most 
merchants will privately admit, how 
ever, that this is the worst season for 
business in several years. The small 
storekeepers are being .hard hit. If 
they extend credit they get “stung,” 
and if-they don't giie c I o-fiTTherr eus 
tomers go to the big stores. The aver 
age householder, your typical citizen 
and taxpayer, has been finding it harder 
than ever to keep abreast, let alone
ahead, of the increasing cost of main
taining his modest home. Even tin- 
wealthy class feel the financial tempera 
ture chilly, for they have not as much 
ready cash as they need for their high 
lhing. But while the middle and well 
to-do classes have felt the stringency 
in varying degrees, all below this level 
are feeling tin- hard times acutely 
The number of cases of real hardship 
and extreme destitution is so great that 
charity workers shrink from making an 
estimate for fear they will be charged 
with disloyalty to the city or with sen 
aation rnongering.

Six Times Usual Distress
The Associated f'hariiies never before 

in its history has had to relieve more 
than about thirty families in one month 
This winter there has been six times 
that number applying for food, cloth 
ing or other immediate needs. In Feb 
ruary over 200 families had to be thus 
relieved, in .January 520 and in Decern 
tier 380 cases were relieved, these figures 
including some previously helped. The 
homeless men are treated separately, 
special lodging and coffee houses being 
maintained-. In December 307 homeless 
men were given relief, in .January 231, 
and the February figures were still 
larger. The Men's Own Mission free 
Sunday break fast has been attended by 
an average of 250 men all season. “Lots 
of married, men are coming to these 
breakfasts,” said Rev. A. Allen, the 
superintendent, “in order to help save 
what little food they ean get for their 
families. Every bite counts in a lot of 
homes this winter, as we have found 
out. ’ ’

Fed 5,670 Needy Persons
The Salvation Army found more need 

• or charity this year than ever before. 
Destitute men had been furnished with 
*,500 beds, nearly half being free 
Meals were supplied to 5.670 needy per 
-oris, practically all without charge 
8even hundred poor people were given 

otle ng. sometimes an o', ere-,at. often a
ompb-te outfit 

were required 1> 
the thousands - 
aver 1,300 men

The ('tiff e

v l,3oO pers 
• f applies*' 
and women

uin*in|'Invint■ mt ha\ v h:i'l tu break uj> 
t lu* i r homes. thvir \vi\vs going/ into 
domestic st-rx i*-r.

Even if tin- full statistics *4" charity 
vases tlvalt with by t h. Associated 
Charities. Men’s Own. Sa ! x atnm Army 
and various church relief committees 
could be obtained, that would not fur 
iiish nineli indication of the number of 
dost itute people in tin* city. My far 
the larger proportion of them are self 
resport ing1 rand imlependent. a mi shrink 
from asking charity as from t ho deepest 
• Iisgraec. if a social worker or a church 
committee stumbles upon their case 
they are often glad enough to accept 
the proffered relief, but apply to a 
charity society never! While, there 
tore, oik' would naturally expect the 
Associated Charities to come m coula-t 
with the less deserving ' Has-. yet more 
than 73 per cent, of their cases in a 
typical month are duo to unemployment, 
-o per cent, to sickness, old age and ac­
cident, leaving only 3 per rent wlmse 
misfortune seemed to be their own fault. 
Of the homeless men (>7 per coni. were 
hard up thru unemployment, 31 per
cent, thru sickness, and 1 3 per cent, 
thru drink, improvidence and laziness 
Most of the sickness which makes re 
lb-4—H-er^Ksrrry is. due to lack of jiroper 
nourishment or to insanitary and over

ployed, but the labor unions keep trad 
of their own members, and Alderman 
li. A. bigg, geio raI business agent, 
Mates that 3.I OJ1 union no n are without 
work, and have been so as a general 
thing for the past few month". The 
building trades hax <■ experienced tin- 
worst season on record. 1 hiring the Iasi 
half of 1 13 the brick layers and masons 
never had less than l" per cent. ot tin 
union members out of work, while only 
twelve men out of over sn(j were at 
work recently, when the union officials 
made out their report Tin- unemployed 
in various lines are officially reported 
as follows: Bricklayers, nearly lot) per 
cent ; plasterers, !*0 per cent ; carpenters, 
t)V per cent. ; painters, • , pn cent. ;
plyjjebers. -hi P«- r rent . ; elec t I 1' ia IIS, .‘ill
I or rent. : linemen, 3" per- cent,: steam 
tit t ers, 3Ü per cent . structural iron 
workers, :i.‘i per rent. The < laid
off 300 men in August and hundred^ 
since, a ml both ( ' I '. li. ami ( ’. X . I i. shops 
have been working for only forty hour 
a week, while in some departments tlu­
men work only three days a week. 
Twenty per cent. of printers are without 
work a very high proportion for this 
line. Tho these are doubt less the worst 
lut. yet other trades are Known to be 
suffering I non sea-re i t y jaf wxixk. F x < n 
a hast-. siirxe\ s«-»-ne to prove that

WHAT IS THE REMEDY ?
*hvery i-iirni-st man and woman who n-ads 11n- article on Ibis 
page will ask himself or herself what is the cause and wln-re 
is tlie cure for the deplorable stale of affairs disclosed

PROGRESS AND POVERTY"
and

“SOCIAL PROBLEMS’’

Two hooks by Henry <ieorge, contain what many of the best 
and wisest men of the world today believe is the true answer 
to this question. Both of these hooks can he obtained from 
The Guide Book Department for 37» rents eai-li, post paid
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crowded houses. Forty four cases of 
need every day during February were 
relieved after due investigation by the 
Civic belief Committee. Grocery orders 
to the number of H04 were sent, out, 
3b4 wood orders and 03 coal orders, the 
total cost of this urgent relief amount 
ing to $ 1.443.70.

• • I *o- ,i r ■. . ’ ’ ex claimed Rev. hr M <■ 
Fean, of Bethel Mi--'ion, who is in 
closer touch xxith t lie poor of the 
city, than almost anyone else. ‘ ‘ J m < r 
-aw such distress a n<j destitution I 
have had an average of Mx men every 
day this winter applying for relief. La«4 
night eight men who had nowhere to 
sleep came to me.M

Ten Thousand Jobless Men
•‘How manv men -in Winhi peg an 

nut of w drr ' ’ Thi- question wa - put 
ro repre-< j.t at ; ■ e persons in different 
elapse** of ‘•'•'■iety, and the answers, 
v. i, i ! • varying as to the number, agreed 
t\J‘.it th* unemj,loyment prol .'em wa- 
if/off- a'• ute than ever b<-fore. 'j hose 
)/iborers v. ;.o have been ’ eeh ing ern 

.h -. -Dent and are always r inning into 
lundred- of men on the same quest 
un* ura 1 i v exaggerate * .<• en d-’i'-n an - I 
t a i ot * * ter. '.r \ ! teen thou-a r»d m*n 
ookjng t or genera: labor ng obs No 

cegi-us has beer taken of the unen.

3.' i00 unemployed artisan i - a '-on-or x'a 
live estimate, The d'-part mi-ntal st.or • - 
ha\ e laid off hundred1 I a- t are
running slack. fieri-.- nographer- 
book keepers and ot h«-r office help ha . 
been released by *-on*-»-MiH big a rid - a.a ! I 
Rrobably this drmiou im-jud* 1. -bo 
men and a larger nurnber of women

This leave- untouched tie floating 
casual laborer-, the n • - • - of foreign, r 
who in good time - ooun ' on rail v, a and 
const ruct ion worl . and ’ h< hundred- of 
Old Co.un t r v.men who ha . « no trade and 
t - e hundred- of oth*r- v. - -, - e trad* are 
not repr1'-ente.j <,r n demand here, Nor 
does thi- ta e a - ' ou n1 of t ---a - ma I 
drift from t he farms and 'ountr towns 
to the c A -, and th'e corit iuued flow of 
immigrât i*m A . ’ og* ' 1 « r '-.)•• d - -m • \ 
uner/iplo . rr <mt <■ a n ha/di v placed at.
le-s than I: • nr • t Lno*-a nd. til told
ten thou-and un*-mp.o . « d u * ri -- • u ■ a
n a oi.abl** estin.ate. arid labor officiai-
cor . d « - r ‘hi- within t mari Many
- j ib-fj a n«i u ii - db-d laborer- ha x « Je ft 
t- < city in t - « hope of work, or t h* 
numi-i r- v. o nd be a goon1 i* a 1 larger

City Tries to Find Job

I. r ; , ili the <. r i * r * o go 1/ < d
i». i he <• 4 . a ut - t na ’ t .n*- un*-m
pioy* ’ /ere much n.or- numerous 
thar. « • * r b* fore that »ne existing or

giini/ations, private and semi public, 
would be quite j rower lev- to cope with 
t lie situation. A tree employment- 
bureau, accordingly, was established by 
the city, and hundreds of men and 
women ha\ o been fourni employment 
tree of cost a welcome relief from the 
exploitation of the private employment 
bureaus which too often regard the out 
of works as their legitimate prey. The 
• ix fc bureau has concerned itself almost 
exclusively with married men. as there 
was not enough work for all, and it was 
felt that the more needy should have 
the preference. In October, 070 men 
were found jobs in the city, mainly as 
laborers and handy men, and 100 out 
side Winnipeg. Women were furnished 
"s jobs, mostly day service and as 

domestics. I ii November, VJ‘J men and 
377 women were fourni work, running 
from one da x to a permanent position.
I n Meeember t he figun w ere f>K0 men 
and 3V’ women; in .Ianwary, 403 men 
and 3S3 women, and, in February, 381 
m en and 3 S3 women.

In addition to all it - other activities, 
the Associated Charities, under the able 
supervision of .1. Howard T. Falk, has 
tried to look after the single man who 
was down and out. A large woodyard 
ha been opera t ed with t he idea of find 
ing work where none other was avail 
abb-. For sawing or splitting one third 
of a cord a man was given tickets on 
ihi* < '*ilbee—bbormc—f<u?.. t }> riqi .ipi«n Ip a nd 

bed. No mail is allowed to do more 
than t wo third" of a cord in order that 
as many men as possible might lie given 
relief. Sometimes more than seventy 
men have been sawing and splitting 
wood at one time. Grace Methodist.
< 'hurdi also start* «I a small woodyard, 
where the more necessitous applicants 
for help might earn some money and not 
have their self respect broken by being 
the recipients of charity. Eighteen men 
on a n average applied- each day for help, 
which w a far more than there was 
work for.

*»r* of down and outs, despairing 
<4 finding work, have taken t o accosting 
cjt i/en - fur money or meals Still others 
have gone their weary rounds day after 
dnx up and down I lie r< id ent in I streets 
a king for odd jobs a round t he house. 
Ti.er* h a • been little snow this season, 

o that tii*- g* neral laborers have been 
v it hoot even this casual work.

Nino Living in Ono Room 
t he heart of the city a mother 

found a few
Ii

a nd « ’ en c h ridren vv en- 
da. living an*l t-|**eping in one
r<euii, 13 by 11 feet. 'I’lie father, after 
vainly seeking work fur months in Win 
nip* g, had left the city in the hope of 
finding something to do. I p to this 
w inlet the family ha* been independent, 
but they were forced to give Up the 
home they were renting and move into 
one room, fur whi<-h they are paying 
MX a month The large t hearts Nome 
tim* • go with the poorest purses. This 
mother, w hov<- own r hi Idren were on 
the. verge of actual want, shared her 
one room home with a poor young girl 
who had been turned out of her board 
ing h o 11 - • and had had nothing to eat 
for o.er two days How nine people 
*ou Id be aceoinlnodated by night, let 
alone I,-, da;., what with washing and 
rook mg, wa - a problem The mother 
explained how three of the children 
had to sleep on the table and three 
other on the floor during the coldest 
weatner. When an Assoejated Chari 
tie . i - it or and a Guide representative 
entered the dingy room, darkened by 
an ad Dining warehouse, the over 
v.or, c'i mother was doing h* r washing, 
while a sad faced little ri ite of seven 
' M eg tO f1 "A OH the Tf arJjjfjr ‘ ‘ t *;

< If» mother. ”
Sh k Children No Food 

A family of ejgnt young children, 
■ , mother and out of work father, liv

Oinlinut-d on I'igt 22


