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HOW AUSTRALIA AIDS FARMERS
Bditor, Ouider—1 have noticed sev
eral letters of different dates in The
Guide ing that the governments
should make loans to the farmers whe
are in need owi to erop fallure
Allow me to make known to your read
ors what s done for farmers in New
South Wales, Asstralia. The first set
same into foree on April 4, 1809, It
od for maising the sum of £500,
(about $2.500000) by the sale of
inseribed stock, with a view of mak
ing temporary sdvances to settlers who
were financially embarrassed owing to
L The loan was repayable by
ts, including principal and in
tarest St 4 per cent per annum, the
longest term being ten yoars and the
maximum that could be advanced to a
pettier being £200 (about #1,000)

to £ 000 (about #5 000), and
the terms of individual were al
fered to enable advaness up to E£500
), subsequently amended to
($7500) to be made for any
not exceedi thirty-one years
'r‘:‘uu of inov.t.. which was to be
““not less than 4 per cent. per annum.’’
The actual rate of interest, however,
was fixed by r tion ndp.vun
sanum, with a rebate of onehalf
eent. if the instalment. were paid
within fourteen days of their due date
The basis upon which advances are
made is not fixed by legislation, the
set merely stipulates that ‘‘security
the repayment of the advances
shall be given to the satisfaction of the
this act is intended to assist
who derive their living from
soll, advances are not made on
situated within the town or
suburban boundaries. Although bor
rowers in the majority of cases meet
thelr instalments msatisfactorily, some
bave shown indifference to their obliga-
When it is known t.b;c settiers
not owing to adverse na
condi . the Board has exer
the greatest clemency. Insur
buildings are to be in
in the namq of the chairman of
Board, paymgnt of the premium
one of the edvenants entered into
a borrower. The Advances to Set
Board comsists of three members,

the chairman np«v,i‘sh the staff.

o LTWOOD
Swan River, Man.
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THE WESTERN BLOUCKADES
Bditor, Guide:—I mve been reading

your o dence letters in your
valuable paper, in which they tell of
the ha ips and losses the farmers

have to ure in Western Provinces
this year. It has certainly been a
year of blockades, the coal strike
and the unfavorable weather being the
eause of the trouble. The wet, cold
woather before and after harvest hind
ered the ripening and threshing of
the gtain, so that harvest time was
made late and threshing delayed, so
that many were not able to get their
threshing done before the smow came
and winter set in, putting a stop to
threshing in such a way as to ecause
Joss and hardship to many who

were just starting and unable to stand
the loss they have to bear. The coal
strike not g settled until after
prevented the delivery of coml

the Provineces in the sum-

mer months when cars were standing
Mie on the sidings waiting for service
Is there any way the governments of
the country ecould contrel the mines
and  prevent these strikes There
should be. Under goverament masage
ment the mines could be run at nearly
cost, so that the question of dividends
would be of no considerstion, and by
the people for the people There
might be cooperative mines, but small
stockholders want dividends ns well as
large ones. The people shoud get in
their supply of conl during the warm
weather, so all the railroad cars would
be free as pomsible for service in the
transportation of the grain to market
There should be some sort of co-opers
tion among the people or by the muni
cipalition to store large quantities of
conl in summer, suflcient for the win
ter months to supply the needs of the
'm'l‘c.‘. in every distriet

is should be domne, as the railroad
companies cannot supply ears to deliver
coal over the vast plaips and transport
the enormous products of the country
in the fall monthes after barvest and
give anything like & good service to
the farmers and townspeople

There must be some sort of co-opera
tion on the part of the people with
the railroads, so that all ears possible
will be available after harvest to earry
the grain out of the country. The mmr
keting of the grain promptly after har
vost of vital and of first importance
for the welfare of the people of all
tlassen, and for the prosperity of the
country in gemeral

The vast plaine of fertile lands in
Manitobn, Saskatehewan and Alberta,
when brought under ecultivation will
produce an emormous amount of grain
to be transported, and blockades are
liable to occur any season when there
i* & late threshing season or unfavor
able weather or a coal strike, so that
the people should do everything pos
sible to assist the railroad companies
to have their ears free for the grain
trade at the right time. The farmers
should form unions or clubs to get
lumber at first cost to build private
granaries on their farms to store
their wheat in times when ears cannot
be secured.

I have noticed that very few farm-
ers have naries, consequently mmn
of them all over the prairies have su
fered great loss this year. T regret
the way some of your correspondents
complain about the conditions of the
country this year. There has been
enuse for complaining, but T do not
think it good business for the grumbler
to give vent to his feelings in the pub

GUIDER

He press, as some are dolng, mech o
the detriment of the people’s welfare
and the growth of the country. 1If we
are 1o beliove all some say, why settle
in sueh & country and endure the hard
shipe and oppressions of combines and
corporations, s they would make

baliove eniot. The._ "4 o the men o™

courage and faith whe stand by the
rountry where more fortunes bave
been made in lose time than in any
othar country in the world, we are
in posssssion of & rieh heritage, and
Cansda will be the land of the froe,
where millions of sesdy ple  from
forvign countries will hnt‘:"n-lnﬂ
able homes and become a united people
on the plains of our Western Provinces
Let w not be unressonable kickers
but when we find & wrong, suggpest »
remady and try to maks the wrong
right for the general good of all
TCR

WESTERN AUTONOMY

Editor, COuide Under the exciting
cireumstances of the temporary downs
fall of the Reciprocity Treaty and the
pollapee of the Liberal power in Can
ada there was consiflerable loud talk of
siriking for Western home rule or an
tosomy and petitioning for & new

crown colony These spasms of senti
ment, under the irritating conditions
were not very seriously taken Time

however, has tempered these outhbursia
and the sentiments bave ervetallized
into steandy foreeful opinions We had
come to Jook upon these opinions s
somewhat loeal, and perdaps they did
not obiain very far anaad our loeal

The fret depositor in the Home Rank at
Weyburn, Sask.

horizon We, however, hbave been at
tending conventions and doing a large
rural and urban portion of Eastern
Saskatchewan and Western Manitoba
to find these sentiments growing in in
tensity and into erisp, rounded out
thoughtful opinions, widely distributed,
and unless the British North America
Act and the primary principles of Con
federation ean be used in justice and
usefulness to the individual units of
the Dominion, a secession and a crown
colony must be the inevitable

When a young man we and our fath
er, and the people of that day, did all
we could’to foster the tenets embodied

50 cents

Do you think The Guide is worth while?
helping the farmers in their fight for a square deal?
give us a lift. We are making a bargain offer just now in order
to get The Guide into the hands of more farmers.
The Guide to any address in Canada till the end of 1912 for 50
cents and at the same time send a free copy of ‘“The Siege of
Ottawa’’ to each new subscriber.
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s the BNA Aet and to help the
fathers of Comfederation te briag iste
existonce & united Canada for the bt
terment of each and every provisce
then in existence, and those that might
be born Inter on. and it was distinetly
understood and definitely plansed by
e prime movers of the uadertaking
that the working ouy would be for the
wonomie beaefit of all concerned. The
mont Jifiecult problem sl the time wae
how 1o bring about & confederscy, and
to frame an aet that would be voud. of
any and every kipd of oppression aad
that could noy be so twisted an 1o admit
of one or more sections of the province
or of any section of the people taking
sheltor under its provisions and pincing
the iron heel and rod of oppression on
the neck of any other province or }mn

INEes or on any other sestion the
people, commerciauy, politieally or
etaseally We bave now lived some
nine years in the West, and now know
something of how the Confedermtion
principles are applied to the Westers

halr of Canads e know & great deal
about the eaviroament and conditions

8 and under which Westerners bave
o hive, labor, sconomize and oke out &
kind of existence We see overy day
the usury interest bearing, m..!unn'g
mortgages, the arrogant sleuth hound
dunners, the patehed, threadbare
clothes, the galling high priced bask
short loans, the nhnn:c unrelenting
attachments with extortionate court
expenses, the earrying away of house
hold goods, farm horses, eattle, imple
ments, compromised exemptions, the
very bread and butter, tables. stoves,
dishes and all from the homes of the
toller. Wa see people living in shacks
and houses unfit to house a fur bearing
animal in. We see stock suffering for
want of proper housing and feeding
food has to go, -hara’ We see many
turned down by the grocer, dry ‘Inu"!
man, banker, loan companies, imple
ment dealer, blackasmith, transportation
companies, conl vendors, lumber mer
chant, flour manufacturers, steel and
wood granary builders, and the rest of
it Yeu, we see and know too mueh
about people who are supposed to live
in & wide awake equitable country. We
know what it s to continually hear
the incipient adviee of how Western
farmers and people ought to farm
build storehouses, launch out into mix
ed farming, how to conduet our agrieul
taral business, ote We know what it
s to hear all the rest of the disgusting
trash flung from the inventive minds
of those who handle the reins of power
These same fellows have assumed. and
fire red hot shot westward, that the West
i an asylum for know-nothings, ignor
ant tarmers who do not and eannot run
their business on economic and right
lines, who lave neither ethic or civie
intelligence; that the West is a seeth
ing cesspool of ‘grumhlnl, hair-brains
and indolents ¢ know just a littie
more, we know that for a quarter of a
century that the British North Ameri
ea Act has been most shamefully mis
used in its application to this section
of Canaua, that the iron heel ana rod
of oppression wielded by certain sec
tions of the Dominion is shamefully
applied to the Western people. We know
one thing more, and that is that there
is not a more intelligent, energetic,
well-rounded, ethieal, civie, efficient,
capable, up-to-date rural farming popu
lation on the face of this earth than
dwells upon these vast, resource
ful plaine. They are well versed in
commercial and political enterprises,
short-cut to wide, inviting, nearby mar
kets; understand transportation econo
mies, their true relationship to wsister
provinees, home country, imperial
colonies, adjacent nation and nations
over the seas. They are a people cap
able of home rule and filling their
place in the world’s economy-—simply
eapable of running their own affairs,
building up and razing their own tariff
walls, making treaties and keeping
them, too, and are quite qualified and
able to run and control the operations
of publie utilities. We know also that
the time is ripe and near at hand that
the yoke of oppression must be lifted
or this people will bow themselves
down and out of the Confederation of
Canada.

If a duplicate of the B.N.A. Aet,
amended or unamended and a petition
declaring for a Northwest Crown Col
on{ were submitted to a plebiscite or
referendum of the people of all the
territory west of the Hudson’s Bay
and a meridian line from the south of
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