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People and Things
the World Over

Japan, that marvellous little country, semi- 
barbarian but a general ion ag- to-day one of tin 
foremost in civilization, to be reckoned with as 
an educational, commercial and naval power, has 
now 44") technical schools, with over 4,500 pre 
paratory technical schools. Of the 145, 204 are 
agricultural schools, 90 apprentice m hools. 58 
industrial, 15 marine products, 10 maritime, and 
there are 28 others the Japanese have evidently 
realized, what might be more frequent!) realized 
in oMfir countries, that, whatcvei he i he fin 
work, foundation counts immeasurably ; that life 
is too short to waste time in learning by experi­
ence what can be grasped in much lis-, mm i 
early instruction and practice, and that, upon 
industrial development rests the real progress of 
any nation.

* * *

I he Jews are at last in hopes that a preliminary 
step towards their final occupâti<m - i tin 11<>h 
Land is in sight. A short time ago an invitation 
was given to the Jews, by Ahmed Riza Bey, 
President of the Turkish Chamber of Deputies 
under the new government, to create a Jewish 
state m Mesopotamia. A movt ment is now afex • 
under the leadership of Mr. Jacob H. Schiff, a 
w<*althy banker, and Mr 1 srael Zangwill, to carry 
out the project, and a geographical survey com' 
mission has been sent out by the lea Society, to 
which the late Baron de Hirsch left $45,000,000 
for colonization purposes, to investigate condi­
tions. The preliminary reports show that the 
land is fertile, only needing irrigation and thor­
ough tillage to make it very prolific.

A five-foot shelf of books very frequently does 
represent a wide and lofty culture—for the friends 
et the owner of th* shelf. To be the owner of 
only five feet of books means only too often that 
the other 15 or 20 feet are in the parceled pos­
session of people who wanted a particular volume 
merely for a day or two, or for a tedious railway 
trip, or only to read to a sick friend. Lists have 
been drawn up of the hundred best books and the 
hundred worst books. But neither Sir John Lub­
bock nor Lord Acton nor Doctor Eliot has really 
met the point. The hundred best books are 
the books our friends lug away or send back with 
finger marks on the margin. The hundred worst 
books are the books they leave us. We say this 
with all due consciousness of the fact that human­
ity shows itself at its very lowest in the man who 
ocks his bookcase and makes it a principle not to 

lend. Some golden mean must be found bet­
ween being miserly and being ruined. Might not 
some enterprising publisher put on the market a 
library of a hundred selected books intended ex- 
clusivdy for being given away?
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century civilization. # Our only hope for getting attractions of these Old World cities there will 
rid of evil and establishing good is in increasing be many pleasant memories of the June they 
our knowledge of the horrors of the one and the spent in Canada among the women who have 
attractiveness of the other. ^ The one way to gathered from the ends of the earth. There are 
cultivate that saving knowledge and to make it delegates from Great Britain and Ireland, United 
grow till it covers the earth as the waters cover States, Sweden, Hungary, France, Germany, 
the sea is to talk—or to write which is only an Denmark, The Netherlands, Australasia, Italy, 
other way of talking. The person who knows Austria , Norway, Belgium. The opening meet- 
a little of one side of the great problem of human- ing and reception to delegates gave an excellent 
ity can meet and talk with the person who knows opportunity to see them all together. By far the 
a little about another phase ; both have increased majority of delegates were Anglo-Saxons, but it 
their respective stories and are better prepared speaks lor the general use of the English language 
to talk again with people who know less or when every delegate replied in the English
nothing about the matter. tongue, sometimes a little halting over some of

The Congress of the Council of Women is not our puzzling constructions but always in well 
their work at all ; it is merely their talk about chosen words • whose quaintness of accent was 
their work. A congress meets only once in five only an added charm. I wondm-ed at the time 
years, and two weeks of talking, reporting prog- how many of the English-speaking delegates 
ress, interchanging methods, building plans, could have borne themselves so well in Paris or 
does not seem to be too large a proportion out of Vienna if the languages of those countries had 
five years of real activity. It is the stock-taking been used.
time, when the womanhood of the civilized c , ,. , , , .,
nations of the world measures itself, each nation- . The fo,rem,°^ fifHre of course was Lady Aber- 
ality with the others as a standard. deen wife of the Viceroy of Ireland and hersel

The International Council is a federation of the president for two terms of the Internationa! 
heads of all the great associations whose object CoimcMof Women. Her chief interests lie along 
in organizing was for the benefit of women and ,th= wldel? dl*e™g lmeS of fTe .fight against 
children along some line or other. There are tuberculosis and the reviving of Irish industries 
represented there organizations whose aim is the Canadians learned to know and feel a sense of 
care of defectives and feeble-minded, the en- ownerstup m her ever since I^rd Aberdeen repre-
franchisement of women, careers and professions !fnt.cd ro>ralt>'at Rldeau Hal1 from bs93 to 
for women, art, literature, philanthrophy, the Durmg *bat time she was prime mover m the 
banishment of tuberculosis, temperance, social orgamration of the \ ictonan Order of Nurses 
purity—all of the phases of human life in which for Lanada: and ot the Aberdeen Association for 
women are directly or indirectly concerned—and Prov!dmg literature to settlers in sparsely settled 
there are not many in which they are not so con- dlstncts-
cemed. All of the Council delegates are not in- Miss Jane Addams is another woman whose
terested in all of these topics, and for five years work is familiar to us in Canada, though Chicago 
most of them have been working along some one is the scene of her most energetic labors. Every- 
of these lines—working faithfully and well, but body has heard of Miss Addams and her settle- 
with no thought of the other branches and pf the ment work at Hull House in one of the most 
workers on them. During those conversational crowded industrial sections of Chicago. A talk- 
two weeks each worker is bound to hear much of on her work was one of the most enjoyable 
her own favorite course and also an immense features of the congress and the sweetness of her 
amount regarding the others to which she had so face, the richness yet simplicity of her voice and 
iar given little heed, not knowing before that all language were delightful attributes of the im- 
these were a part of hers and hers was bound up portance of her message, of which more will be 
in them so that nothing could ever extricate written later.
them. She goes home better balanced and ... , . . ,
broader minded after that view. She has met ,e representatives from other than English 
women who knew more than she, and learned ?PeaklaS countries were all clever looking, charm- 
about nations who have exceeded her nation in J?1? . ?n,d we pressed. 1 heir English was de­
dealing with disease, poverty, crime and the fight™1’ 80 well chosen and with a surprisingly 
other ills to which nations have so long been heir large vocabulary, and just enough foreign accent 
and which, if women have their way, will soon to ™ake pay attention so as not tq miss a 
be things of a dark past. word. Chief of these, perhaps, in brains and

There is no doubt, too, that not only are the keart and go°d looks ^°,od Frau Marie Stritt of 
interest, knowledge and sympathy of the dele- ^ermany whose English was almost perfect, 
gates broadened, but through the medium of the Sbe won eveD' heart by her gracious unaffected 
press the deliberations are carried to thoughtful manne,r.’ gay whcn gayety was in order and with a 
men and women all over the world and they ire sober dlKmty when deep things were in question, 
going to know more and therefore do more She 15 the f?under of the first Legal Aid Society 
because of this “talking time ” tor women in Germany. Fraulein Marie Herz is

It was a hopeless task to try to hear all the the baby of the congress delegates and is a board-
school teacher in Dresden. Froken Elizabeth 
Gad of Denmark has kept that Ijttle but precious 
country well in the eyes of the delegates, for she 
is interested in everything to the extent of asking 
questions about what she did not understand. 
Her own special work is of sad importance in 
every country being the suppression of the White 
Slave Traffic—the universal blight. There arc- 
hundreds more of them, all worth telling about if 
only there were space. A very large proportion 
ol them are trained workers and so know some­
thing of the needs and rights of working women.
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