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A REVIVAL OF RELIGION IS
NOT A MIRACLE.

A miracle bas been generally defined
to be, a Divine interfereuce, sctting
aside, or suspending, the laws of na-
ture. It is not a miracle in this ~ensc.
All the laws of matter and mind re-
main in force.  They are neither sus-
peuded nor sct aside in a revival.

I' is not a miracle according to an-
other definition of the term miracle—
something above the powers of nature.
There is nothing in religion beyond the
ordinary powers of nature. It consists
eutirely 1n the right exercise of the pow-
ers of nature. 1t 13 just vbat, and no-
thing else.  When wapkind becomes
religious, they are not enabled to put
forth exertions which they were enabled
before to put forth.  Toey only exert

the powers they had before in a differ- |
ent way, and use them for the glory of |

God.
it is not a miracle, or dependent on
a miracle, in any sense. It is a purely

philusophical result of the right use ot ‘

the coustituted means—as much so as
any other effect produced By the ap-
phication of means. There may be a

miracle among its antecedent causes, or |

there may not. The apostles employed
miracles simply as a means by which
they arrested attention to their mes-
sage, and estab.ished its divine aut™or-
ity. But the miracle was not the revi-
val. The miracle was one thing ; the
revival that followed it, was quite an-
other thing. The revivals in the apos-
tles’ days were connected with miracles,
but they were not miracles.

I :a1d that a revival is the result of

the right use of the appropriate means,

The means which God bas enjoined for | ®
the preduction of a revival, doubtless |
bave a natural tendency to produce a |

Otherwise God would not
But means will

revival.
have enjoived them.
‘mot produce g revival, we all know,
without the blessing of God. No more
will grain, when it is sowed, produce a
crop without the blessing of God. It
18 1mpossible for us to say that there is
not as direct an influence or agency
from God, to produce a crop of grain,

as taere is to produce a revival! What |

are the laws of nature according to
wuich 1t ig supposed that grain yieldsa
crop?
stituted manper of the operations of
God.  In the Bible, the word of God
1s cowpared to grain, and preaching is
compared to the sowing the seed, anl
the results to the springing up and
growth of the crop. And the result is
just as philosophical ir the one case as
In the other, and is as paturally con-
nected with the cause.

1 wish this idea to be impressed on
all vour minds, for there has long been
an idea prevalent, that promﬂ"ing‘ rc!i-
gion has something very peculiar in it,
not to be judged by the ordinary rules
of cause and effect ; in short, that there
is no connexion of the means with
the result, and mno tendency in the
means to ; roduce the effect.  No doc-
trine is more dangerous than this to
the prosperity of the church, and noth-
ing more absurd.

Suppose a wan were to go and preach
this doctrine among farmers, about
theic sowing grain, Let him tell them
that God is a sovereign, and will give
them a crop only when it pleases Him,
and that for them to plough, and plant,
and labour, as if they expected to raise
a crop, is very wrong, and taking th.e
woik out of the bands of God, that it
interferes with his sovercignty, and is
going on in thLeir own strengtb, and
that there is no connexion between the
means and the result on which they
can depend. Aund now, suppose the

farmers should believe such doctrine.:
Why, they would starve the world to

d':alb,

Just such results would follow the
church's being persuaded that promot-
ing religion is somehow 80 m_vstcrxousl_v
a subject of Divine sovereignty, that
there is no natural connexion between

the means aud the end. What are the

results 7  Why, generation-after gene-
ration have gone to hell! Nu doubt
wore than five thousand millions bave
gone down to hell, while the church
has been dreaming and waiting for God
to save them without the use of means.
1t has been the devil's most successful
means of destroying souls!  The con-
nexion is as clear in religion as it 18
when the farmer sows his gran.

There is one fact, under the govern-
ment of God, worthy of universsl no-
tice, and of everlasting remembrance :
which is, that the most useful and 1m-
portant things are most easily and cer-
tainly obtained by the use of the appro-

They are nothing but the con-

priate; means. This is evidently a THF AGEN CIES EMPLOYED IN CARrYI¥G worldly men. were astounded, and re
principle in the Divine administration.  FORWARD A REVIVAL OF RELIGIOX. quested to have the works stop and
Henew, all the necessaries of hfe are ob- : bave a praver meeting; for they saul,
taiued ‘f'i‘b great certuinty by the use 1 L L . it was a creat deal more impur"zmt to
of the simplest means.  The luxuries @ ©MP °."*f‘.i 1n the woik of conversion, . . these people converted than to
ave more difficult to obtain ; the means g“é“”" instrument.  Tue ageuts are .00 b works And ina few
: . L N . . i 80 s 'f'.- = _ = =2
to- procure thein are more intricate, and h - L SEO peaon who briugs the “‘”h_ days, the owners and nearly every per-
less certain in their results: while ' 10 bear on the mind, and the siuner - emploved in the establ shment were
things absolutely hurtful and poisun- ,};‘l;m"lf- Lhe instrument is the trath. bop-fully “converted. The eve of this
Yne ale T ays two agents, God aud : i :
ous, such as alcohol and the like, are tbf‘ rzl""" “l‘:". ‘ll“(’lao‘ i]“'v (_’"“ aud individual, his solewn countenance, his
, ’ % = . > St > ove iC £3)
otten obtained ouly by torturing na- . ne "vf-‘“P ved and  active 1n compassionate fecling, rebuked the lev-
tare, and making use of a kind o{ 1n- €VCIV Case ol genume converslou. itv of the . u, au U
fernal sorcery tc cure the deatl The agency of God i8 two-fold : by - - of the youny womain, akd b ‘”71“
erpal sorcery to procure e geath-| -~ 2T o y. 7 her under esnviciion of sing aud this
deglin; abomination.  This principle l“"‘)l rovidence and by bis Spirit. whole revival followed, probablv in a
holds true in moral goverument; and By his providential goverient. _h" great measure, from so small anive deut.
as@piritual blessitgs are of surpassing SO BIXNTIEER EVEnts La to bring tge s~ = j¢ (4 istians bave decp feehuyg on
importauce, we should expect their at- TS mind f”” the "'“_m In coutact, 4y, subjeet of religion theinsels 5, they
tamment to be counecied | with great He brinos the sinoer where the trath —gip ) ogiee deep foeling wherever they
cedminty with the use of appropriate '€iches his earsor bis eyes. Itis often  po " “And if they are cold, or light ani
meaus ; and such we to be the interesting to trace the manuer in which tmfline. thev inevitably destroy all deer
e - > PR GaR et ] s -+ -l I L t!
f (" Andl ih“,'"boueﬂz, that could God arranges events 8o us'o bring this feuitng. evell in awakened sinners.
al known, it fwoald be found tbat, 8bont, and bhow he sometiwes wakes I knew a case, once, of an individual
i ’ ? ’ . . a4 G nee t
whemahe appointed means bave been VTV thing scem to favour a revival GG vory anxious, but oue day I
rightlgf’ used, spiritual blessings have | The state of the weather, and of the | g grieved to find th;L Ler conviction
beelwobtained with greater uniformity | public h“‘"l"hl‘\ and other circumstances, ' g0 16 be all gone. I asked her
’ . ake every » o+ sbt to £ . .‘.‘ L
thga vemporal ones.—C. G. Finney. concur to make: everything just right to ) v gp oy g heon doing. Shetold me
! favour the application of truth with the o :
greatest possible efieacy oy ba' F 1ad been spending the afternoon at
sometimes se;lds = miuis'tt'r along just ' such a place, among some profe:sors of
at the time he is wanted. How bhe
brings out a particuler truth ju-t at

Ordinarily, there are threce azeuts

go on.

I -
! /4 WHAT A REVIVAL IS.

. sipate her convictious tespend an after-
noon with professors of rehizion. DBuat
they w.re trifling and vain, and tihus

 ber convictions were lost. And no

i doubt those professors of religion, by
their folly, destroyed a soul, for her
couvictions did not return.

It' presupposes that the chnrch is
i :down iy backslidden SLase, and | the particular time when the individual
a révival consists in the return of the |

o . | it is fitted to reach is in the way to
chneéh from her backslidings, and in | hear SNSRI ’

"the couv.ersion of sinpers. .| God’s special ageney by his Holy
A revival always ncludes conviction | Spirit. Having direct aktess to the

| of sin on the part of the church. Back- | mind, and knowing infinitely well the
|

i

| slidden profeuors.ca.xijnot que “P(:“Jj whole history and state of each indivi-
| begim right away in the service ot God, | dual si b lovs that thi & ,
| '4 ) 0%, | du inner, he employs tbat truth . J
| witbout deep searchiugs of heart. The | which is beet adsnd Pl to N6 unptioulit Sinners cannot properly be said to use
l - i p ¥ o7 | the means for their own conversion
| fountains of sin nee. o 'be broken up. | case, and then sets it howe with diviue ' The church uses the means. What
| In a true revival, Cbnluang are always power. He gives it such vividuess, | 8 e It \
|ronght; guder audh cofvickonk, vy strength. and power, that tne siomer ., ..o [tiy a mistakeof sinners,
ce their sins in such a light, that oft- | quails, and throws down his weapuns of | e . ,
g ; - ’ PULS 9% | to thiuk they are using means for their
en they find it impossibie to maintain | rebellion, acd turns to the Lord. Un- | G eOnvere. The whole dritt of &
a hope of their accepiance with God. | der his influence, the truth burns and | 1 conversion. e whole driit

, . . . | revival, and everything about it, is de-
i dovs ot always g0 to that cxient | cuto is way ik i e makcs 1he | Spncs o peecrle ot 1 o
but there are always 1n a genuine revival | truth stand oat in such Xspects, that it 1. for (I»ur bedience or resivthase
deep convictions of sin, and ofien cases| erasies the prence+:4 n down with [ r(x;ma.ﬂr'mye obe or resistance.
of sbandoning all hope. the weight of a mountain. 1f men were | ' Y.

means for the conversion of sinners.

— - =T ———

nothing ' with sufficient clearness in the Bible; , . .
el-e than a new beginning of obedicnce | and from preaching they could learn all | TORAL PERIODY
' to God, Just as in the case of a cou- | that is necessary to know. But be-; Itisabsurd to say that a fucther
| verted smner, the first step is a deep | cause they are wholly disinclined to | lengthening of a pastoral term will des-
| repentance, a breaking down of bLeart, ' obey it, God clears it up before their | troy the itinerant system, anl threaten

| to repentance. A revival is

la getting down
| God, with deep bumility, and forsakiuyg
of sin.

Curistians will have their faith re-

The question is bricfly one of meins—

ing light upon their souls, which they
of the best method of reaching an end

cannot withstand, and they yield to it, |
and obey God, and are saved. —bringing the world to Christ.
newed. While they are in their back- The agency of wen is commonly em-  the root i growiny around L!u- stone,
slidden state they are blind to the state | ployed.  Men are pot mere insfruments like all liviug things in alaptine them-
" of sinners.  ‘Lheir hearts are us bard | 10 the bands of God. Truth s the in- selves to their enviroament, the Metho-
'as marble. The trutbs of the Bible | strument. The preacher is a moral agent | dist Church bas becn one of the most
| only appear as a dreaw.  They admit | 1 the W(.)lk:. he acts; he is not a pliant orgapizations in adapting her
| it to be all true ; their conscience and | Mere passive instrument: he 18 lvolun | methods to }hc chauglpg exigencies of
" their judgment assent to it; but their | tary in promoting the convorsion of her work. The local winistry,the class-
| taith does not sce it standiug out in | sinners.! ) .  Ineeting, the urdmatwu_ of buhulmi by
 bold relief, iu all the burning realities | The agency of the sinner himself. Mr. Wesley, the establishmeut of Sun-
of eternity. DBut when they cuter 1uto ' The conversion of a sinner consists in day Schools before Robert lfukr-s, tl‘.u
|a revival, they no longer sce men as obeyinyg the truth. It is tlmrehnru im-  use of nncunswcrat--d;ruu'n'l for preach-
|trees walking, but they see thiugs in | possible 1t should take place without iog, and the camp-meeting—all were
' that stroug light which will renew the | his agency. 'fol" it coLsists in his acting innovatious supposed to threaten the
| love of God in their bearts. This will | Tight.  He is influeneed to this by.the cstablished order, but simply showing
lead them to labour zealously to brin, | 8&€ncy of God and by the agency of' the comwon sense and vitality of its
others to him. They will fee! grieved | ™eo0- Men act on their fellow wen, youthful orzanization
that otbers do notlove God, wheq they | POF only by language, but by their  The pastoral term has al-eady hv"en‘
love him so much. And they will set looks, their tears, their daily deport- zgngtlr:ncd to six times its origival
 themselves feclingly to persuade their ' ™e0t See that impenitent man there limit; and a Jargenumber of exceptiong
|ueighbours to give bim their hears. ;‘ho bas a pious wife. oks, |
So their Jove to men will be renewed. | ber tenderness, her solemn compassicn- | term. {
| Thev will be filled with a tender and | 8t€ dignity, softened aod monlded into ' ence, then, by no change of doctrine

buruing love for souls. They will have |
a longing desire for the salvatiou of

‘ . Tuey will be in an e i
| zl;ilr;ht"ﬁ: i‘:;?]‘ilvdiduuls .;vg,om tbe; gunt him. He feels a sermon ringing in bis | can destroy the fundamental principles

i ot . | ears all day long. | of Methodism, we fail to sce We do

:d—their, friends, relations day long g : ) _
; t.)(')‘el::iveessa&:;wv w;” ot only be urwiné | Mankind are accustomed to real the | not believe that a change in the present
! :bpm to cive their Learts to God, but Countenance of their neighbours. Sin- rule iswise. But we shallnot stigmatize
’ K ’ | ners often read the state of a Clris- | the brother who argues for the change

, ill e them to God in the W : iy
Ll"';-fs (::li’i;i‘::rraynd ‘s:'ith strong ‘:ryiug | tian’s mind in biseyes. If hiscyes are  as a traitor within the fold. Theques

and tears beseech God to bave mercy
' on them, and save their souls from ead-

| less burpings.

him all-the time. He bas to turn his | church polity, butsimply by a farther

are often led to conviction by barely | —.vew Eng. Methodist.
. seeing the countenance of Christians, |
A revival breaks the power of the = A", gividual once went into a man-| B, Wileun Higgs, Esq, Cuarlotteto on,
world and of sin over Christians. It ufactory to see the macbinery. His | basaspecimen of a Romau penny, or
brings them to such such vantage mind was soleran, as be had been where Denarius, 1796 years old, which was srack
| ground that they get a fresh impulse por. wag g revival. The people who # under tbe reignof the Empress Domitian
| towards heaven ; they bave a new fore- 134,500 there all knew him by sight, In sixe it is siightly larger than an Eng-
| taste of heaven, and new desires after and knew who he wes. A vw(mg vl lish sxxper:(:e and contains E Iv,-:'r to the
' union to God ; and the charm of the 0 was at work saw hiw, and whisper- | value of about fifteen cents. This is a
world is broken, and the power of sin | o3 ome foolish remark to her compan-

| overcome.

. £ —

quently mentioned 1o the Scriptures. It
ion, and laughed. The person stopped | was the ** wages of the busbandman” men-

When the churches are thus awaken- | and looked at her with a feeliog of grief.  tioned in the parable ot the laborers; the | Naples,

| ed and reforwed, the reformation and | She stopped, ber thread broke, and she | berefaction of the good Samaritan; and |
| ibute money brought to J-sus in |

| salvation of sinners will foilow, gning | was 8o much agitated that she could not the ©

u € same ges ol conv on 10in 1 Sh ! : # wer to his demand when he wished to
age convict i 1o1n e looked ont at the w d w ‘nawer to l”a, n 4

thro gh the same stages f ( « » 1 JOl 1} T 1 d iD ), confute the Sadducees. Thbe image and

' repentance, and reformation.

Lsl Lcompose hgrself. 3"‘1' then tried superscription on the specimen sbown us
hearts will be broken down and again;and again and again sbe strove | .. scarcely worn at all, notwithstanding
changed. Very often the most aban- ' to recover her self-command. Atlength | the great age of the coin. Toe edges were,

doued profligates are amoug the sub- | ghe sat down, overccme With ber feel. | however, 4 lLittle worn and the coin was
| jects. Harlots,"and drunkards, and in- | ings. The person then approached and | somewbat irregular in shape. A perfect-
fide s, and all sorus of abandoned char- | gpoke with her; she soon wauifested a ly ronnd specimen has, we are informed,
| acters, are awakened snd converted. | deep sense of sin. The feeling spread MeVer ¥et '{;““}{,"““d: This ;"‘"‘i Wy P}')'."
The worst parts of human society are through the establishment like fire, and :::“1":, ‘mr F:g::::l”s«r';np':;mst tnI{ul;t
‘; softened and reclait!}ed, and made to | in a few bours alost every Person em- i\i"ﬁl‘lls of L;tGumg;:; . K'-r.nncky, an eui
| appear as lovely specimens of the beau- | ployed there was under “~onvietion; so'

aet aent freewason, and well-known wnumis
tv of holiness.—C. G. Finney. much so, that the owners, though matist.

| mind away, because it is & reproach to | extension of our varying pastoral terw | beguilers of tediam.

upvcimo'n of the celebrated coin so fre- |
| ed in the course of the excavations aliesdy

Backslidden Christians will be brougbt 1 disposed to obey (rod, the truth is given | ¢11a11 WE LF\'GTHE\: THE PAS. |

| ministers ?
| est, we sball long hesitat

mto the dust before | minds, and pours in a blaze of convine- | the distinctive features ot Mo thodism. |

religion, not thivking that 1t would dis- |

The church is required to usc the |

sinners do is to submit to the truth, or

FACYS IN FAVOR OF HE ITINER.

ANCY
M- Beceheraad Mo Spu oz pet
bhaps, the tw) most fertie prowcte s live
ine  And yet we think \'“w ";v-u- ral Jnige
went 15 that both these mea Lave bésn
too voluble to cateh the e f the ares
Had e ther of theur been meore inter se and
pr found, had be brooded over s miossage
itke St Jobu, and then siven the would in
a single volume what he his scuttered
tarougb countless newspap s, books and
pamphlets, that volume mizot hav. realis
z+d the possibilittes of s aatbor, and
rivalled in immortality and us-tub ess the

The Pilyrin's Proyress or Imilation ef
Christ.

M:. Brooks is verring on ity yoars,
and bas only given as ten lectires and a
d zen sermons as his hife-work thus far.
Al jyet Lus

: itlucac: with poster: y 18
upoun a solider basis te-lay tasn that of
Beecher or Spurgeon.  Foed. Roberison--
the most mastelly preaober of the present
cencratin=—'as not left us 8o mach in

veluwe as an ovdinary preachr s ealled
to write in a three yeavs' pastorate. While
Wesley aud bis co-workers preached
thousands of times, they Jdid not try the
mental jug;lcry of playimg the sawme tune
before  the same  aadience, with a
thousand variations, and sassinzit off for
a *bousand different tunes.  They fiankly
assumed that they had only onc messnge
t» dehiver, and the printed scvions of ¢ven
Wesley’s long and labovions hife would
not -suffice for a modern Mcthodist pas-
torate.  Wesley knew that he had not
men of brilliant talents and great altare
o carry onthke work God bat entiusted to
Lis charge. 3o be ground-d them i the
fundawental realities of the divine life,
and gave them the benefit of fiequent
changes in delivering their messayge of
salvation. Itis well knowvn, a5, that
our church, up te the last fow y ire, has
been deficient in  the general culture
and thorough preparatiou which she bas
offered ber candidates cowpar-d with
the otber denominatioms. Why is it,
then, that the preacbing of th.s: unlearn-
ed ministsrs has been so «ff:ctive as to

| push_the denomination w the very fiont

|
|

Like |

of American churches within a contury,
and to secare from almost eévery uiher
denominativn flattering calis £ r ableg
If we, young men, are mod-
before we

| plunge into the more ¢ myp! x oad rapid

civithization of our times, wiro o ut that

regular  rotation waich lazy may

abuse. but which iz a golden oppoctunity

for improvement for utw who il < tg use
fit.  J. W. Bashford. )

- “

FERPETUAL SUNSHINE. Nothing makes

a home s, happy as the perp tual sunshine

of 4 contented diny o<ition v ores None of

the hittle troubles of ife arce-t progoces . r

| pleasure 1 that home; there 140l y«a

rainbow to bridge the rift. Thessyvisul.

ways blue, and the wind blows from che
south-west, where that disposition wiks
i will; all things move in acerlant
music and weasure where the happy pa-
ture’s voice gives the dowinent key. A
person  with  the temperament which
creates this fortunate dispositim o Jives
it play, 18 not only a hless oz to hinself
or herself, but to all sgocrety as well : svery-
thing is more gentle and duect in move-
ment. all wheels and ways run wore
swoothly, for the treatment of sach indi-
diduals, and their own habit of always
lwwking on the sunny side obligzes people

0 their imeediate neighbourlind to gee
Tthe silver lining of the cloud :n spite of

Her very looks, ' are now made to even our three years'
How tbe next General Co.fer-

the image of Christ,are a sermon to nor of any fundamental question of |

| Aemonium

full of levity, or worldly anxiety and tion must be settled by arguments, and | Rasar.

contrivance, sinners read it; and they wvotby appeals to prejudice and fear. |

th-mselves:

What such bappy people aro to those
abuat them, it requires pers nil experie
ence f them to #now in the fnll extent,
for words would completely fail 1) tell;
tbey are the consolers of troable, the spurs
to en leaveur, the sympatkizers 1n joy, the
With tboir own
buoyancy they bear every oue's hurdens,
with their sunsbine they banish every oae’s
shadow, their own inper aud alm st ines-
haustable bappiness overfl sws ou ail with-
in reach, ana they know ko7 to tmvn Pan-
into  Paradise.— Harper's

—_—— o~ -
A ruived city of very ancient date has

 be-n discuvered in Southern Italy, near

Manfredonia. [ts Jocation is in a ma. sb,
bepeath which it was' buri-d by au ear b-
quake, soon after having been mearly de-
stroyed by the Gotbs. Among the ob-
jects of interest broughbt to 1 gat in the
ouried city is a magmfl-eit tewple of
Diina, adorned with a p - tico over sixty
feet long and an imwens: nic- polis.
Valuable relies, which t.ave been disinterr-

made, have been placed 1n the Muscum of

— B -

As the winister was ascenling ta: pak
pit steps one of the eldes -'»u"n:._-h Jded
nim to whisper an additi nal cration —
“The hqnor dealer bas just come 1nto
cburch, and he gives us a Lift souetimes,
I wish you w yuld be particular not to al-
lude to the whiskey business or tuec t m-
perance question.”  Tbe young :uluister
getuing  frigbtened (to sce th: mo-al
sround thus steadily narrowing before
bun, oquired: * Wh;nm or what shall I
preach against then ?’ ) The clder's re-
ply came l1ke an air of trmmph :  Prcach
;u;.;unsr, the Mormous; they haven't go. a
iriend in town,”

Longworth I Esq




