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The Sabbath
Thou giv'st thy Sabbath, Lord ; the din is 

«tilled
Of man’s unquiet care ;

A sacred calm, with thy deep presence filled, 
Breathes through the silent air.

Oh ! leave us not, through long ar.d darkened 
hours,

Iu night of woe and sin ;
But shed thy Sabbath, with its radiant [lowers, 

Upon the wot Id within.

Purge from our hearts the stains so deep anil 
foul,

Of wrath, and pride, and care ;
Send thine own holy calm upon the soul ;

And bid it settle there.

Banish this craving self, that still has sought 
Lord of the soul to be :

Teach, us,to turn to fellow-men our thought ; 
Teach us to turn to Thee !

Teach ns to love thy creatures, great and small, 
To live as in thine eye ;

Thou who hast freely given thy love to all— 
Thou who to all art nigh !

—Hook of Hymns.

Geology.
TO AN UNCONVERTED KRIEND.

LETTER VII.
Mr Dear Friend.—Fully persuaded 

that imaginary objections to Ibe truth of Ré
vélation arise in many minds, in consequence 
of ideas suggested by Geologists—in order 
to disabuse you„nf any unfavourable impres
sion which may have been thus made upon 
your mind—I will offer a few brief remarks 
on that science.

And we should fully understand the ground 
we occupy, in this mutter. I am not to 
prove to you that the discoveries of Geolo
gists are not of such a character as to afford 
the latter just causes for believing that the 
earth is ot a greater age than Chroiiologists 
suppose ; nor yet to reconcile their assertions 
with the Bible : T do not deem either of 
these modes of argument conclusive. (If 
you wish to inform your mind on the sub
ject of Genesis and Geology being recon
cilable, I would recommend the prayerful 
study of Dr. Chalmer’s writings ; ever keep
ing in view the truth, that human opinions, 
however esteemed, are still speculative, un
less certainly based on the immutable foun
dation of the “ law and the testimony.”)— 
Nor is it my purpose to sneer, at what may 
betrue—by employing the so-often-employed 
language of Cowper,—

“ Some drill Rn.l lK.ru 
The solid earth, and frfem the utrata there 
Kxtrart a register by whrh we learn.
That he wdo made it and revealed it* date 
To Moeee, was mistaken iu its age,”

in order to remove any doubts which may 
"haunt your mind in reference to this deeply 
interesting and, hitherto, theologically consi
dered, deeply dreaded science. My desire is 
to convince you of the necessity under which 
you labor, of repentance towards God and 
fuith in the Lord Jesus Christ, irrespective 
of every objection from whatsoever source 

. conceivable it may proceed.
With the authority of one claiming to be 

the Eternal Son of God, and equal, -in all 
respects, with the God of Nature, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, commands you to forsake sin, 
and turn your feet unto his testimonies. 
Struggling through the mists of time, the 
light from Calvary bursts upon your mental 
eye—echoing alone the hum of (he passing 
ages, the voice from Tabor thrills your soul 
—“ Jésus is the Christ ”—“ The Desire of 
all nations,” the “ light of men"—a “ teacher 
sent from God."

But you refuse to learn of him. I will 
not suppose you guilty of wilful aversion— 
a settled determination to treat his commands 
with contempt : that man is thus naturally 
averse to learn ol the the Christ, is foreign 
to the present line ot remark ; the conside
ration of that thought more properly connects 
itself with the subject of man’s free agency : 
on the contrary, 1 am candid enough to think 
that you arc sincere—that you are tired of 
the dreams of the imagination, and the va
garies of the human inind, and that you arc, 
in deed, and in fact, desirous to know, “what 
is truth.”

That while pondering on the wondrous 
call from the God of Heaven, made to you 
an 1 to the world, through the “ Son of Man,” 
you hear the Geologist put lorth the follow
ing assertion : Recent discoveries have de
monstrated that the earth is thousands, per
haps millions of years older than the Bible 
would lead us to suppose. Hence the Bible 
is inconsistent with the facts of Nature—and 
us the Bible is the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
the discovery of these facts destroys bis 
claim to Divine authority.”

Here you pause : too hastily you imbibe 
such views. * will not say that you do so 
from your wish to find excuses to warrant 
your indulgence in sir.. God forbid that 
you should do so. although it may be the 
case with many ; but 1 wilt suppose that you 
are candid, and open to conviction ; and that 
this objection really perplexes your mind, 
and prevents you from giving to the “Great 
Teacher ” the undivided homage ol your 
heart. Then, let me say, this apparent per
plexity is easily removed, la the first 
place, the Bible is true—it rests u|K>nXt<o!cn 
evidence. It has boon demonstrated to be 
eternally, perfectly, infallibly, true : hence, 
under all conceivable circumstances, in view 
of every and all objections—in reason and 
in conscience you are bound to yield unqual
ified obedience to its sovereign authority.

“ But,” you may reply, “ am I to believe 
the declarations of this Book in opposition 
to the evidence of my senses, which affords 
me proof of the great antiquity of the earth ? 
As for instance, the ancient philosophy 
taught that there were two suoa—one for 
the lower, the other for the upper hemi
sphere : in defiance of true philosophy, which 
convinces me that there is but one, shall I 
adhere to a hoary error ÿecause of the re
spect due to its origin ?”

Here you are manifestly confusing your
self, and totally confounding the meaning 
of words. You cannot place the “ evidence 
of your senses ” against the “ evidence of 
your senses ”—but you may place the truths 

•of the Bible against the deductions,of Geolo
gy > and, if you please, term the latter the 
“ evidence of your senses." To be more 
explicit ; were it possible that one of those, 
i knudr-ed witnesses ” who saw the 
Lord after his resarrecrion, could now stand 
before yea, he might speak thus—111 really

saw the Lord Jesus Christ alive after his ( 
' crucifixion : I conversed with him. felt him 
—ate with him : that he arose from the 

: dead, 1 am perfectly and forever satisfied ;
| for to this fact I have the indubitable evi- 
I dence of ray senses ; and I know that I am 
sane. But, subsequently, I met with one 
who spake to me aller this manner—11 have 
examined the sepulchre wherein your Lord 
was buried : by a close scrutiny I nm con- 

! vinced that he did not leave it alive, but was , 
I conveyed away—hence, in supposing that 
you saw him, you are mistaken.’” 

i But would this witness dignify such an j 
j objection with the term, “evidence of his] 
j senses ?” W ould he not father say—“What 1 
I conclusion you may have arrived at by your 

examination of the sepulchre, I know not—
, your deductions are to me a matter of com- 
| plete indifference—because nothing that you j 
imagine or draw from such, or indeed, from ! 

! any source whatever, can shake my faith I 
I that Christ has risen from the dead, and that i 
] 1 saw In in alive—and know that it in this it 
is impossible that 1 should be deceived.”

Now, my friend, understand the weight 
of this illustration. You are bound to re
ceive it as a fixed fact that the Bible is true, 
and that Jesus Christ, its author and subject, 
is a teacher sent from God. Write this 

j truth deep, deep on the tablet of your me- 
I mory—stereotype it in your mind—let it be 
engraven upon your soul—study the evi
dence of Prophecy and of Miracles, until 

] you have settled down upon it as upon an 
immutable principle, and you will be able 

] to comprehend the futility of such objections 
I as that under review. Keep it before you— 
the cross u the pole star of the world : the 
Bible is the light kindled by the eternal 
light of God, and given to be “ the lamp ” of 
men. It is from God Himself. Oh ! my 
triend ! keep other views, and preconceived 
ideas, for a time, in abeyance ; and listen to 
me when I repeat—the Bible is Irons God, 
and the only pillar and- ground of truth in 
this fallen world. In former letters I have 
spoken of it in connexion with close practi
cal evidences, showing the impossibility of 
its being a mere human production. Those 
evidences were drawn from external sources. 
Let me here speak of the Bible as the Book 
which comes warm from the heart of God 
to gladden* the heart of man—and to shed 
around bis troubled soul the halo of Heaven 
—and which thereby proves experimentally 
iU own Divinity. 1 had never read Paley 
—I knew nothing of Butler—of Wesley, 
Watson, Treffry,—I knew nothing but the 
names. My theology was as vague as Bul- 
wer’s—as uncomfortable as Shelley’s. But j 
1 was brought by the Spirit of God to feel I 
the pangs of a burdened conscience ; and in i 
view of the horrible future that opened its j 
hideous chasm before roy path, my soul sank 
with despair, and death appeared preferable j 
to the undefined agony which that tremen
dous Future threatened. I have already ! 
narrated to you the circumstances under 
which I was led to cast myself at the feet of" ] 
the I/ord Jesus Christ, the comfort which ; 
flowed into my soul, and the light with ; 
which my spirit was illuminated. But I 
have not told you that terrible doubt suc
ceeded—that appalling apprehensions as to 
I he unreality of those blessed feeling» of 
peace and joy immediately followed- And 
where, did I find comfort, you a.-k : from 
what spring did my troubled spirit drink in 
order to be reassured of its salvation ? It 
held fellowship with no Christian friend 
from whom it could derive wisdom—it knew 
nothing of that close argumentation which 
the deep thinkers of the Church have em
ployed to establish the Christian faith—of 
the evidences of Christianity /knew nothing. 
But 1 fed on the Bible : whenever an inter
val occurred in my work—with the dawn— 
at noon day, and at even, I pored over its 
blessed pages, and my doubts and tears were 
banished—visions of immortal beauty were 
born into my soul—songs of gladness and 
celestial melodies swept through my spirit ; 
and with no human toacher to tell me so, 
and no human reasoning to pre-engage my 
judgment, I felt the unerring conviction in 
my soul that the Bible was surely the visible 
voice of the God who made me—to my mind 
it carried its own evidence of the Divinity 
of Truth—aud from that time to the present,
I require no other proof thereto than that 
which was thus experimentally afforded.— 
In order more fully to enforce this personal 
conviction of its truth, let me quote the words 
of another :—“ Thousands upon thousands 
declare that to the Bible, under God, they 
are indebted for their richest joys. I have 
no fear of the Bible perishing. Sickness 
will not let it go ; sorrow will not let it go ; 
affliction will not part, with it ; man's aching 
heart will cling to the Bible as the only com
forter in a world in which there are such 
miserable comforters besides. Other books 
are popular for a day, but they are outstrip
ped by the discoveries of man ; but tbe Bi
ble is as fresh to-day as it was when it was 
first written. Time writes no wrinkles on 
the brow of the Word of God. The age is 
behind it—never yet has gone before it.— 
F rom Jerusalem has gone forth a book which 
has been the delight of the wise, the joy of 
the wrelched, the salvation of the guilty, the 
hope of tGe dying : the ornament, the digni
ty, the glory of the human race.”

Thus, my friend, you must feel the impe
rative obligation of receiving as Divine, a 
book which adapts itself to every condition 
of man, and every age of time : a book which 
carries the evidence of truth on its pages— 
and which comes to us recommended by | 
the overpowering mass of external evidence l 
supplied by prophecy and miracle.

Your perplexity, as before shown, has , 
arisen from tbe assertion of tbe Geologist. 
Tbe earth presents proof of a greater age 
than that asserted by the Bible—hence you 
do not feel satisfied that Jesus is a Divine 
Teacher, and you refuse to yield Him your 
affections.

Now, having seen that the Bible is true, 
you must show that tbe deductions of Geolo
gist* are equally true, in order to justify your 
perplexity.

And having proved that the science of 
Geology is absolutely and infallibly true, 
you must next prove that it disagrees with 
the statements of the Bible : if yon cannot 
do so, is it not manifestly apparent that you 
are acting the part of a madman in opposing 
an objection drawn from Geology to the plain 
command—“ Repent and believe the Gos
pel r

Clearly understand me. I assert that it 
is an infallible truth that the Bible came from 
God. Can you show.

1. That Geology is equally infallibly
tree t

No. And while I neither deny nor ad- places words in our Redeemer’s month which 
mit its probability, I most certainly perceive lie never uttered, be invents a statement, 
that it can establish no claim to absolute, in- purporting to come from the Saviour in

order, to refute it. Where does the Lord 
Jesus ever declare that the world is of a cer
tain age. Where can you point to tbe de
claration in the Holy Scriptures wherein a 
given period has been assigned to the exist
ence ol our planet ? There is no such de-

fallible truth. The deductions of Geologists 
are drawn from observation, and comparison.
Now it is possible that observation may be 
made through an imperfect medium : a man 
may proceed to the study of a subject with 
his mind strongly biassed in favour of cer
tain preconceived ideas—or he may compare duration, 
from false analogies, and so deceive himself ;, Whatever conclusions those who study 
or he may observe narrowly and correctly ! chronology may arrive at such conclusions 
and compare and reflect carefully, and yet cannot take the position of statements coming 
from imperfections incident to the liuxan i from our Lord—and thus the objection you 
mind, arrive at erroneous conclusions. For 1 urge has no foundation in reality, even ad- 
instance, a Geologist, his" mind -disposed to ! milting the truth of what Geologists assert, 
see evidences in favor of his subject where, | Thus my friend I have shown (in former 
in reality, none exist, perceives an excava- j letters) that you are bound to learn at the 
tion in a rock against which the waves fret j feet of the Lord Jesus Christ, the “ Light of 
and roll, he concludes that this appearance I the World,"—because he is the only Teacher 
has been produced by the action of the sea. j that came from God- 
Several hundred feet higher, in the same t tindlyl That the science of Geology is 
rock, there is a similar excavation ; lie tea- doubtful—and cannot be justly opposed to 
sons thus : this rock has been worn hollow ; His truth, but that even admitting it to he 
by the action of the sea, it must have requir- true, that.

J we cannot but be interested in every attempt 
that is made to bring these influential com
munities before the attention nf the histori
cal student, well assured that à just apprecia
tion of their efforts and their character can
not fail to throw additional light on the his
tory ot the middle ages.—National Mag.

It
4 li It well with the child 

well ''—2 Kixui iv, X

Yes

is Well.
And «he auewyred, 1

ed four thousand years to efleet such an ap
pearance, if this lower excavation required 
that length of time to bring it to its present 
state, so with the upper : but the latter must 
have been the work of a period long anterior 
to that in which the oceau began to occupy 
its present level, hence it is evident that tbe 
united time occupied by the ocean in causing 
these results would be 8000 years. If this

3rdly. There is no contradiction existing 
between any statement by Him put forth, 
and the deductions of Geology.

Evidently then that science, be it true or 
false, affords you no just reason for refusing 
to learn at tbe feet of Jesus Christ—and if 
such an objection ever existed in your mind 
it surely can occupy a place there no longer.

I know not whether this letter will affect
be so—the Bible must be untrue, for it only ! your heart, as well as convince^your judg- 
places the period of the creation hack *1000 ment. I fear not, nothing but a personal
years.

I do not bring forward this illustration for
knowledge on your part of Jesus Christ, by 
faith, will subdue tbe enmity of your heart.

the purpose of scientific investigation : for In the meantime I would remove any objec- 
such an enquiry I ain utterly incompetent, ! tion which may operate in hindering your
I adduce it in order to show the insanity ol 
placing such kind of reasoning in opposition 
to the unerring truths of God. And while 
I do not deny the probability of the deduc
tions of Geology, I deny that they can be 
shown to be absolutely true, and therefore,not

approach to him. It is possible that the views 
of Geologists may have had this effect, if so, 
1 trust that you are now sufficiently convinced 
of the futility of any argument drawn by 
infidels therefrom.

Finally, I implore you—by the memory
for a moment, are they to be placed in op- of our early days—by your hopes of happi- 
position to the Scriptures, the absolute truth ness in this life—by the value of your im- 
of which we have demonstrated. mortal spirit—and your hopes of happiness

To show this, I may say : the rook may 
not have been worn hollow by the action of 
the ocean at all, or at some former period 
it may have consisted of a material more 
yielding than at present, and the excavation 
thus have been caused more rapidly,' than 
the Geologist has conceived. Or—in fine, 
if we give conjecture the rein, many solu
tions may he given to account for such an 
appearance beside that put forth by the 
Geologist, and while his theory is manifestly 
the most plausible—yet it is not absolutely 
demonstrable, and therefore may not be true.

Or to take another illustration : Geolo
gists believe that the fossiliferons (or that 
strata of the eurth in which fossils arc found) 
is not less than eight or ten miles in depth. 
From the supposition that those rocks en
closing fossils have resulted from gradual 
formations, (that is in such a manner as you 
perceive sediment settle in a tumbler of tur
bid water)—they conclude that immense 
periods ot time must have been occupied in

hereafter I entreat you, by the mercy of a 
God of tremendous justice and surpassing 
love,—by the inexorable determination of 
bis will to punish tbe wicked and reward 
the good—by all these considerations, I im
plore you, my beloved friend, to seek the 
Lord Jesus Christ in prayer, confess 
yourself a sinner, and plead with God for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit whereby you may 
be enabled to perceive for yourself “ what is 
truth." W. McK.

Ignatius Loyola, Founder of the 
Jesuits,

What country but Spain could have pro
duced that wonderful man, Ignatius Loyola, 
and how well befitting that land is hi» 
history I Tbe handsome, bold young noble, 
entering life as page at the brilliant court
of Ferdinand ; then as a soldier of fortune,
pursuing a career of romantic bravery in the

J™; u‘ ",usi T.vrr" "L"v.7,cu ™ | desolating wars of the times; fierce, reckles, those formalions-aml that, hence, the eurth ___
is millions of years old. Now you have
penetration sufficient my dear friend, to per 
ceive that, however plausible these theories 
may be, yet they cannot be shown to be pos
itively true. Even the assumption of cer
tain parties friendly to revelation, that the 
earth was created by general laws, by an 
all-wise (Sod—and consequently that matter 
is not eternal—even this conjecture, 1 say 
is gratuitous—and may be erroneous—nor 
does it at all establish the certainty of the 
science of Geology, because future divelop- 
"ments of the study may overturn present in
ferences—in which i ase the friends of accom
modation would feel themselves in a most 
unenviable position. Perhaps I am not 
clear enough. I say there is no certainty 
in Geology as yet—it i< a scientific dream. 
Therefore it cannot be placed in competition 
with the Bible. But, say some who are 
friends of tbe Bible. Did not God create 
tbe earth by general laws —and may it not 
have demanded a process of wnany ages 
to bring it to its present state ? Doubtless 
such an idea begets stupendous and absorb
ing views of tbe power and magnificence of 
th it glorious God, who, also died for men, 
as surely as he created the world—but we 
by no means can satisfy ourselves of the 
truth of such an opinion, as that it was cre
ated by a slow process. Nor can we, unless 
we know something of first formations.— 
Were one who witnessed the transaction to 
speak on the matter, and were we satisfied 
of his veracity, and ability to know the truth, 
we might learn from his statements something 
as to first formations, but in the meantime 
tbe Geologist cannot know anything on the 
subject. He cannot prove from chrystalli- 
zatiun, precipitation and dissolution apparent 
iu the structure of tbe world that its existence 
was not the result of one creative act—any 
more than anatomists can prove from the 
laws ot ossification that Adam was not the 
result of one creative act—or botanists from 
the laws of lignification that the first tree 
was not created at once. Yet as the Mosaic 
account contains the only reliable informa
tion on the point, we are assured that the 
first tree, and the first man were the results 
of one creative act, and if so with them, why 
not so with the earth ?

Thus you see, in the second place Geology 
is doubtful, while the word of God is true.

But admitting, lastly, that the science of 
Geology was demonstrated to be infallibly 
correct, still it would afford you not tbe 
slightest argument for withholding you assent 
to the Christian faith ; you would be as much 
obligated, even in that case, to “ repent and 
believe tbe Gospel," as you are under its 
present aspect, for there is no contradiction 
between its statements, and Geology.

We will state the matter thus : you are

pleasure-loving, seeking, amid enjoyment 
and keen excitement, food for his fevered 
spirit, until, in his thirtieth year, struck 
down by a cannon-ball at the siege of Pam- 
peluna, wounded through both legs, he is 
borne, toilsomely and painfully, many a 
weary league in the rude litter to his native 
valley, Loyola—that valley to which he is 
to give so wide a renown. And there is he 
borne to his old ancestral mansion, to the 
chamber where he first saw light, a helpless 
and maimed sufferer, struck down in the full 
tide of life and hope. Here for long months 
lie lay ; and how clouded must his future 
prospects have appeared when, chafing under 
ins slow recovery, and anxious to prevent 
the deformity he feared, he caused his 
wounds to he reojiened, and a protruding 
lione sawed off I Terribly was the indomit
able will of the founder of that mightiest 
order shown in this ! but the agony was en
dured in vain : Ignatius was a hopeless 
cripple. Still tossing on his restless bed, 
the thoughts of tbe knight turned to his fa
vorite romances, and be asked for them.— 
None could be found : so the lives of the 
saints were brought to him. . What had 
been the history ol “ the Society of Jesus," 
where had been many an important, many a 
mysterious episode in the history of modern 
Europe, if that restless, chafing spirit, at 
this the very crisis of bis fate, had, like 
Luther, opened the Bible ? Who shall say ? 
But who shall also say what shaping thoughts, 
whether of wild enthusiasm, of towering am
bition, of religious zeal, or all these, per
chance, inextricably mingled, wrought in 
the mind of him who, in that lone chamber, 
still reverently preserved and reverently 
shown, cast aside every dream of his youth 
and manhood,flung away every once-cherish
ed purpose, and devoted the first hours of 
his slow recovery to toil on crutches up the 
ascent to the church of Our Lady of Mont
serrat, there to hang up his lance and sword, 
and to vow before her altar, with devotion 
unimagined by the knight of romance, all 
his future days to her service. Strongly is 
bis indomitable will displayed in all tbe inci
dents of his after-life ; his weary pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem ; his placing himself on the 
form with boys studying grammar, that he 
might obtain the scanty knowledge without 
which he could not become a priest ; hie 
persevering efforts to establish his order, in 
spite of such determined opposition ; even 
the legends of his miracles and visions, all 
bear the same impress of stern conflict and 
victory. Wonderfully did he rule bis order, 
and yet rules it from tbe tomb ! but Ignati
us had been a soldier, and he carried into 
his community, as it has been truly said, the 
ideas and habits of a soldier. But then we 
think that the type of the genius of his “ so
ciety" must not be sought for in the quiet

it is well ! though ne’er again on earth 
Ills gentle prattle and his laugh shall ring, 

Though never more around the household hearth 
Shall his dear footstep light and comfort bring.

"Tis well ! though now beneath death’s dark 
eclipse,

His joyous eye hath closed to ope no more ; 
Though silence’ lasting seal is on his lips,

Ami marble is the cheek so soit before.

'Tis well I though thousand are the memories 
From toys still voice!ul of his childish play ; 

And ’mid the household tones ye'll bear not his, 
At morn, at uooutide, or declining day.

sown in his heayt by the gospel preacher— 
it has been applied by the Spirit, and 
nourished bv the “ pure milk of the word ;’ 
because he who believes that he is saved, 
will be deeply interested in tbe study ol that 
Book which tells him ot a Saviour—and 
the study of that Book will sure.y tend to 
the purifying of the soul and the elevation 
of the intellect. Thus an end is secured — 
ihe truth had been announced in faith—the 
man had been persuaded to believe ; and 
the very knowledge of Christ thus brought 
to his soul, beeaftie unto that soul " life 
eternal.”

Nor is there anything contrary to reason 
in the idea that the bare knowledge of the 
true God affords life eternal, unto Him who 
holds the truth in righteousness ; because 
there is nothing contrary to knoxvn analogies j 
-in such an idea. Thu» the study of Christ 
becomes life unto the believer ; for as the 
miser lives in his money—as the novelist in 
his fancies—the soldier in his plans of bat
tle and schemes of plunder—the lover in 
his day dreams of reciprocated affection—so 

i the Christian lives in Christ, and Christ ;
! lires in him. His conversion is not a ficti- 
! tious change—a profession—the adoption of 

a name ; it is ja real, absolute change, and

taken. May her mantle of love tall on them 
and on all Sunday school teachers ot No. 
—, and throughout the land. And may 
God s blessing follow that library.—A. I. 
Kvangelsst.

The Manager is Dead-
“ The Manager is dead," said a lad to mo 

as I [Hissed the Bowery Theatre this morn
ing. The walls, the pillars, the arches, llio

’Tis well ! for bis sweet presence was a loan,
L,ke sunbeam on our pathway kindly given ; ev|dt,ntl to ,„>h an one Christ .. the only 

The blessed Giver hath but claimed In, own ; |ooJ whlch he cares t0 feed-in other
The earliest dead the soonest live m heaven, wor(j„ he t„kp, no intere„ jn any subject

, , , ... I of contemplation that has not Christ for its
’Tis well ! for now the “ better and a,.,mars , cen|re an>,um. And M Christ has re,dig 

Nearer and dearer, which the loved hath

Their him through her rising
won ;

Faith beholds 
tears.

Beckoning with cherub-hand his mourners 
on.

j arid actually purchased souls with his blood, 
and as he really gives “his flesh” “ for the 

j life ol the world," so the soul that repents 
I and begins to feed on Jesus of Nazareth by 
studying his word, receives food which ac- \ 
tually imparts life ; because it continually ; 
brings that soul into contact with new truths, : 

j and these truths produce new accessions of j 
- light—new bursts of pure intellectual glad-1 
ness—nexv streams of the river of life. ; 

1 Thus, “ he that believeth on Him, as the I 
! Scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers ol living water."

No! there is nothing opposed to reason 
| in such a thought ; but everything to favour 
the belief.

It cannot be
That one eo gloriouelv endow**!
With view* that reach eternity 
Should «bine an* vanish like « cloud.*
Is there a <iod ’—all nature shows 
I here te—and yet no mortal knows.
The mind that could tlcia truth eomettvé,
Which bruit xrnsation never taught,
No longer to the duet would cleave,
But grow immortal at the thought.”

Thus far then we have proceeded. To 
the Minister of Jesus Christ have been com
mitted certain truths, in order to their pro
mulgation. These truths, when received 
into the souls of men, become the germ of 
life eternal, by bringing the recipients to the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Toey 
produce a known, definite and real change.

But these truths are proclaimed, and yet 
this change does not follow ; and in view of 
this appalling statement, we have entered 
upon the enquiry—“ Why this lack of min
isterial success ?”

Why arc there not a larger number of 
conversions of the above described character 
—why are revivals so limited and unfre
quent ? In another letter we shall closely 
;eek for a correct answer.

A Brand Plucked fkom tub Bcrni.no.

[fOE Till PROVINCIAL WMLITAR.)

Revival Preaching.
No. it.

In order to success in any undertaking, 
it is evident that the end sought to be ettect- 
ed must be kept in view steadfastly. The 
General who can retain one idea uppermost 
in his mind, throughout the vicissitudes of a 
battle, will more certainly be successful than 
the man who forgets the purpose for which 
he has drawn the sword—and who, in his 
confusion, forfeits the victory which might 
have been obtained had his eye been single, 
and his purpose clearly defined to himself.

If this assertion apply to temporal things, 
it has equal force in reference to subjects 
purely spiritual. The Minister of Jesus 
Christ, iu order to his success as an instru
ment in the conversion of souls, must under
stand the design of the Gospel, and the pur
pose for which he preaches.

It may be said, in answer to so trite a state
ment, Is it not true that every Minister un
derstands the design of the Gospel, and per
ceives tbe end of Ins preaching?

Manifestly not. If it were so, there would 
be no occasion for the complaint of lack ol 
success—and these remarks called forth by 
that complaint. And for a minister to claim 
a knowledge of tbe design ol tbe Gospel, and 
to assert that he aims incessantly at a defin
ite purpose in reference thereto, and yet, in 
the same breath, deplore his want of suc
cess in accomplishing that purpose, forces 
us to one of two conclusions—either that
rhtYBiiX ££ j“ She hath Done whatsheioonld.”

Early last spring, two faithful teachers of 
Sunday School No. —, attached to the

in reality, lie is doing no such tiling—or that 
the Gospel which he proclaims is inadequate 
to that end.

We cannot admit the last idea : hence the 
plain inference is—where a Minister ot the 
New Testament dues not obtain - success, its 
absence is occasioned by his not keeping the 
design of preaching constantly in view.

The enquiry, then, is one of vast ini|>or- 
tance : What is the design to be kept in view 
in preaching l In order to ensure simpli
city in ideas and in language, I will be as 
sententious as I can.

The end of preaching is (o persua,{e men 
to repent of their sins, and to believe the 
Gospel of the Christ. Many a good man, 
whose raensnre of ministerial success has 
been small, in view of this simple statement 
will be ready to exclaim—“ I have been 
doing so for years.” But if such an one will 
reflect upon the subject, I am sure he will 
arrive at a different conclusion. He has not 
been persuading men to repent. Peter the 
Hermit persuaded millions to engage in the 
crusades. Whence arose his influence ?— 
Evidently from his earnestness. He really 
persuaded them to engage in that fanatical 
movement. The fervor of sincerity gave 
him a power which swayed the souls of men ; 
and no heartless declamation, no logical acu
men in doctrines, can possibly produce a 
similar influence.

The Minister making the above supposi
tious answer, may have been preaching for 
years ; but he did not persuadé men to re
pent. We will admit that he has preached 
sound doctrines, comforted the weak, built

Presbyterian church, of which they were 
members, were inspired by the desire of 
giving a library to some destitute Sunday 
school at the West. Accordingly, they 
agreed to lay aside from their wages the sum 
of $5 each, to procure one of the choice Ten 
Dollar Libraries of the American Sunday 
School Union, containing 100 volumes.— 
They obtained only 83 per week by the slow 
toil of the needle. They agreed also that 
this effort should not diminish their monthly 
contributions in their Sunday school, which 
gives S’2f)0 per annum to sustain the mis
sionary work of the American S. S. Union.

In the course of the summer, one of them 
was suddenly stricken down by the cholera, 
and alter a short but painful illness she died. 
Among her effects was found after her 
death a five dollar gold piece, and in her 
diary a statement of the foregoing agreement. 
Her mourning friend has added her portion, 
and tbe amount has been paid into the trea
sury of the Sunday School Union.

Among other interesting facts which have 
been mentioned respecting this devoted 
teacher, is the following—which is worthy 
of the consideration of all who profess to be 
followers of Him who claims our supreme 
love, and whose first lesson to his disciples 
is, “ Deny thyself.”

Some time since, her wages were increased 
from 83 to 85 per week. But instead of 
indulging herself in an increased expendi
ture for dress, or for other articles of com
fort, luxury or ornament, as most others

up believers in their most holy failli, studied ; would have done, she sacredly devoted the
whole increase of $2 to the cause of Christ.

How do such gifts seem almost to sanctify 
the altar on which they are laid. And while 
we joy to see many that are rich casting in 
of their abundance into the treasury of the 
Lord, what an addition ®courage and hope 
do we derive from these precious gifts of tbe 
poor ? How rich these fruits of love that 
cost toil and sacrifice ! Come, ye that add 
field to field, and roll up stocks, and com
pound your interest upon accumulating hun
dreds and thousands—come, ask yourselves, 

repent of sin, and believe in Christ, in order i Why should we not, too, consecrate our in
to their obtaining eternal life. Now, in crease to the cause of Christ ?
“eternal life” there can be nothing fictitious : j M. M------ was only twenty years of age
If a man is fully persuaded that he has . when she was called away from her cheerful 
rebelled against his Creator—that he is labors and denials here to enjoy, as we trust, 
obnoxious to the Divine wrath, and in con
tinual danger of hell, he will be willing to 
accept pardon upon any terms. If be is in
duced to exercise faith in the Redeemer as

hard and labored much ; but he never per
suaded men to repent—he never prayed in 
faith for such an event—never believed that 
it would take place—never expected that 
men would repent. He has “ pursued the 
even tenor of his way,” while preaching in 
his routine of ministerial labor—but he ma
nifestly errs, and totally misapprehends the 
meaning of words, when he declares that he 
has been persuading men to repent

Let us then clearly understand, that the 
great end of preaching is to induce men to

commanded to learn of Jesus Christ. »You j orderly submission of the soldier of modern 
refuse because you imagine a disagreement days ; we must look rather at the blind sub- 
between his statements and the developments misâion to tbe one favorite leader, to that 
of Geology. If he is absolutely true, (and j tierce, reckless spirit that yielded, indeed, 
you have been perfectly convinced of that) j implicit obedience to one, but as the price 
and if Geology be absolutely true, and an of unlimited freedom from all other rule 
absolute contradiction exists between his which characterized the soldier of fortune in 
statements and the deductions of that science j his own day. Such had he seen in tbe
__then you have just grounds-for withhold- ! Spanish and Italian wars ; such were the
jng your absent to his religion—but not other- ; free companies that fought under Bourbon, 
wise. As for instance, it he declares that Pescara, and De Leyra ; such were they 
the world is 6,000 years old, and no more— who, at the bidding of Cortez and Pizarre, 
while Geologists prove it to be 20,000, your followed them over unknown seas ! and as 
coufldenee in the “ great Teacher,” is justly devoted, as unscrupulous a baud of followers 
destroyed—provided that you knew that had be. In so many ways are they, eapeci- 
Geology was infallibly true—(which bear in ally Ihe Franciscan and Dominican, connect- 
miaAlhave shown, you cannot know.) edwith the progress of society in Europe, 

But does such e discrepancy exist I No ! with the advancing cause of freedom, with 
it beam Iwemptionoflhe inâdeL H» the earlier itiiggleeef the Befonaattec, that

the reward of grace in glory. Yet though 
taken away so young, she had made her 
mark and left her record. The Tract mis
sionary of her district says, “ The whole

log cabin, the old arm chairs ot Uncle Tom 
and Aunt Chloe. the bulletin boards, the 
liand-hHL and tbo door ways to the pit were 
all deeply draped in black, lor the Manager 
is dead.

A theatre in mourning ; a place made for 
mirth iu mourning !—Oil, it was a sail sight 1 
Even the Bowery boys seemed all subdued 
because death had been there and called for 
the Manager.

There have been frequency deaths there 
before, ami sudden deaths, living deaths, and 
yet, uo sign of woe appeared. I he young 
have often eutcrel those walls alive, but 
when they come out tiio leprosy of death 
was upou them. A great school for the 
youth was kept there, and tbe manager w ho 
is now dead, was the principal of tlull school. 
He had apt scholars, and he taught them 
whatsoever lie pleased, and never had he a 
sleepy uninterested scholar ; all wore wulo 
awake. Was that favorable moment im
proved to teach noble and exalted tilings ? 
Say, Manager, how does it all look from 
your present stand [xiint ? A man" who can 
manage u theatre well, has gifts of m> ordi
nary character. A man of mean talents 
could not do it. Were those gifts and talents 
well improved tor the best good of mankind 
and the accomplishment of all life’s great 
objects ? How does thy work compare 
with the work of the noiseless faithful Sab
bath school teacher, who “ approaches a 
home where a child dwells With blessings on 
his lips," and who watches blank moments 
to speak to I fiat child somewhat of the deli
cious narratives of Christ's love. Said a 
good man to me once—Of all the places in 
the world, 1 would love best to die in the 
Sabbath School," but to go from the theatre 
to the grave is u mournful passage.

There is no harmony between ihe theatre 
and the grave. Oh, then, let the theatre 
remain in mourning. Forever lot ils walls 
he shrouded in black. It is a fit place for 
mourning, not for mirth. Its Alpha and 
Omega is 1 loath. Then let the death token 
hang as a beacon to every passing traveller. 
—A'. T. Observer.

“ What if it should be Dark 
There?"

“ Mother, led us all die together—you, 
papa, and I."

“ Why. my child ? Perhaps God will 
not want us all to go together, to heaven.”

“ Mamma, what if it should be dark there, 
and I could not lake hold of your nor papa’s 
hand ?'

“ Jesus will take little children in his 
arms, if the grave is duik."

“ Yes, mamma ! But if I should not bo 
able to see you, and should get lost ? What 
if it should be dark there l

So inquired my child, once, in her trou
bled thoughts, following a fatiguing night’s 
journey. Often have 1 called to mind tbe 
inquiry. She knew she was as safe es the 
life of her parents could keep her, when 
with either one of them. 'J’o her the long 
journey had been a maze of dillicu Ity ; the 
night at one time here amid hospitable friends 
—few ol whom retain the spirit now of the 
olden lime ; and there of the coldness ol tbe 
more inaccessible ; the days ol passing land
scape and the night of tedious onward in the 
dark ; and at last the clapping of her hands, 
ns she caught the sight ot the home, the gate 
to the door-yard fence, and the green turf 
over which her feet had patted in her pranks 
of play—all had left au impression); together 
with a sense that unless her parent’s lova 
had kept her, she would have been lost.— 
So she reasoned that in the vague going* 
somewhere in the" journey of death, she 
would want some kind leading hand. And 
she could imagine no better way than for us 
all, mamma, papa, and hcrselt, to die toge
ther hand in hand ; a little united family.— 
She bad heard of Jesus ; but could not then 
feel Lie hand leading her either in the intri
cacies of life ; nor understand how he would 
surely take her by the hand in death. It 
was a little occurrence that brought tears in 
our eyes, while we explained as best we 
could, Jesus and his love.

Reader ! I have called your attention to 
this incident in the life of my child, not that 
1 expect you to feel what a parent only can 
feel when these inklings of the deeper mys
teries are dawning on the opening mind of a 
child ; but to ask you what if, when you 
come to the hour of death, it should be dark 
to you ? What if you then put out your 
arms, and can feel no hand of a Saviour 
holding on to yours, and leading you through? 
We have enough of the reason, the logic, 
the Jaw, the literature, the “ theology ” of 
the Bible. What you and I want, my friends, 
is the sympathy of the Gospel

“ W liai if it should lie dark there,” and 
you have no Jesus to guide you and hold 
your hand, sinner?—Ar. Ï. Independent.

neighborhood it in mourning for her."
She loved prayer. She 

with an unconverted sister.
often
And,

prayed 
as her

his deliverer, the study of Christ will beget 
a love and reverence for tbe Deity—in view
of his priceless gift—an interest in the re- _____ _______________
velations of God, connected with such views I father was not a professor of religion, she 
of his former course of life, and habits, and | was wont to lead in tbe devotions of the 
thoughts, as will completely revolutionize j family.
his moral nature—and he becomes a “ new ! On her dying bed, when almost speechless 
creature,” the Holy Spirit shedding abroad j jn tbe greatness of her pain and exhaustion, 
in his heart, faith, love, joy and peace.— ] „he exclaimed, “ I thank God that I have 
Here is an entire change—a definite end ' „oi put off repentance until this hour.” Hear 
has been accomplished. A man has been I that, ye careless ones that procrastinate and 
born of tbe Spirit—he has been brought to dwell at ease in your sins under sentence, 
a knowledge of God, and the knowledge of j A brother heard that dying thanksgiving,1 
God through Christ “ is life eternal.” It is and that wprd—that death—was blessed, it 
true he had a previous life—it is true he I is believed, to bis conversion, 
had an immortal nature antecedent to this And now he, and that sister for whom 
change ; but that nsture bad not within >£___ prayed, may be found in the good 
itself the germ or seed ef an eternal life : of ; work „f teaching, hi the Sunder school 
purity, truth and joy. The» seed has bee» which she loved, and free which she vsi
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From a Pastor’s Journal
In the village of D------, in western New

York, there waa connected with Ihe Sabbath 
school in the church of which I was tbe pas
tor, a German boy eight or nine years of 
age. He was an orphan ; be had no father. 
Hi* parents were poor, and liad emigrated 
to this country in the hope of bettering I heir 
condition. There was a settlement of Ger
mans three or tour miles from the village, 
mostly poor ; but the lands were new and 
cheap, and with German patience and indus
try they hoped to subdue the wilderness, and 
provide for themselves a I mine.

The parents of our German Sabbath school 
boy located with their little family of three 
or four children in this new settlement.— 
Having escaped the perils of the deep, and 
reached the point ot their destination, and 
united with their friends in their new home, 
they bad begun to execute their plans to en
joy the hospitaliu-j of their friends and the 
blessings of this happy land.

But He who guides the affairs of men, and 
controls their destinies, saw fit in bis wisdom 
to blast the pleasant hopes of this family.— 
Lonely and sad was the hour when that 
mother was made a widow, add those chil
dren orphans. Many were the tears that


