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WHY PRAYERS FOR THE
DEAD?

Uader the above tltls the Clurch Review
his in a recent issue & most ex'racrdinary
article—extraordinary, both because of its
great departare from the views which are
ususlly inculcated upon Protesianta re-
garding the oxigin of prayers for the
dand, and becauee of the conceselons
which sre made as to the antiguity and
universality cf such prayers in the Jew-
ieh as well as the Christian Church.

It has always been the aim of the lead-

1og splrits of Protestantism to endeavor to
make it appear tbat the Cathollc practices,
the lawfu'ness of which they deny, are
modern inpovations in the Church, and
the noceseity of maintainiog this is clear
feom the fact that If these practices and
the doctrives on which they are fcuuded
were unlvereai in the anclent Church, and
the more so if they remain upchanged
from the old law, they must be of divine
otigiu. Urder the old law they were the
teschings of & diviaely-lnstituted Church
which wes most speclally under the pro-
tectlun of God, aad under the new law
they wers at least equally so. Yet the
Chureh Review concedes unhesitatingly that
the practice of praylog for the dead s of
this character, sanctioned by autiquity
under toth dlspensations.

We bave the followlng admlislons made
by tha Review:

# The practice of praylog for the dead Is
older than Christiauity.”

Bat it 1s added tbat it s as old as *“ that
patural ignorance and tiwidity concerning
death from which the Geapel s intended
to deliver ue,” ard that *“heathens and
Jows prayed for the dead.”

Truly heathens and Jews prayed for
the dead, and the Jews do eo still fn the
most solemn manner ; but Christlans aleo
did so from the earliest ages, as the Feview
ackncwledges. The mention of heathens
fo crnnection with the practice is made
by the Keview for the purpcse of throwing
discredlt on it, bat if heathens have re-
talved certaln practices of the trus re-
ligion it comea from the fact that they
have loberited them from the remote
ages, when thelr anceetors, Noah and his
immediate deccendants, held the truth of
God, This, so far from belng a reason
why s doctrine should be rej:cted, ls a
proof that It comes from a revelatlon
given by God before the dispersion of the
human race—nges before the Mosalc law
was-established. It is a confirmation that
it {a one of the immutable truths of God.

The Review acknowledges that St
Augustine prayed for the dead, but he
attributes this to his early heathen educa.
tion, Erlier etill than 8t Augustine was
Tartulllan, who lived and wrote within a
century from the death of St. John the
Apostle. No one was more eeverely
oppored than he to sny practics which
savored of heathenlsm In the slightest
degree; yet he declares thut prayers for the
dead are derlved feom Apostolic teaching.
He adds, in his book on * Monogamia :"
¢ Lzt her (the wife) pray for her dead hus.
baad’a scul and ask rest for him, and
companionehlp with bim In the first resur.
rsction, end Jei hor make oblatlon for
him anunally ; for unless she do this she
has repudiated kim as far as she can do
GO.”

Thie great aathority smong the Latin
Fathers of tha Church shows by this that
the praciice of praylng for the dead was
uot merely an Individual practice, bat the
usage of the whole Church at his time of
wiiting, and of the Okurch from the time
of the Apostles,

The Review says: “the Fathera lead us
by sentiment to error If we be not watch-
ful.”

This is an acknowledgment that the
Fathers, whom he calls ¢ our teachers in
the Holy Scripture,” teacho with unan.
imity the utility of prayers for the dead.
1t s, therefore, mot necesstry we should
quote now 8ts. Clement, the Gregories, the
Cyrils, Chryeoetom, Cyprian, Ambrose,
ete., 81l of whom mulntain the ssme teach-
ing, but we deem it necessary to correct
hie siatement that the Fathers are likely to
joad us futo error on this subjact,

Oae Father of the Church might pos:
sibly leed ue Into one, end a second Into

another individual erfor, but when the

Fathers of all ages and countries teach
alike the same doctrine, as bappens in the
present case, it is not a private error but
the truth as belleved by the univereal
Church, and we have therefore the answer
to the Review's question: ¢ Why prayers
for the dead 1"

It 1s evident that the admieslons cf the
Review come from the fact that vew light
aud study have forced modern Protestant
divines to the conviction, much sgainet
thele will, that the doctrines of the Catbo.
lic Church are not the modern lnnovations
which thelr predecessors claimed them to
be. Peter Martyr denfed that the Primi-
tive Oburch practiced praylvg for the dead.
Calvin, however, admitted that it was &
common practice about one thousand three
bundred years before bis time ; but, he
says, it was an error.

If this were the case, the Church uni-
vereally fell loto a grevious error soon
after the time of the Apostles, and there
was no one to reelet its Introdustion ex.
cept Aerius, who is acknowledged by Cal-
vin and other Protestauts, as well as by
Oatbolics, to have been a hereslarch, The
notlon is so absurd tha’ it needs only to
be stated clearly to bs scouted by every
reflecting mind,

The writer in the Review cslla for
Bcrlptural autbority for the practice of
praying for the deed, and there s ample
Scriptual anthozity for it, but it must be
borne in mind that he has no right to call
for Scriptural authority when it is proved
that it 1s anthoriz:d by the Church, which
8: Paul dcscribes as the ¢ Pillar and
Grouzd of Truth,” (1 Tim, Ui, 15.)
Nowhere in Holy Scripture ls it asserted
that there must be found a text of Scrip-
ture to confirm a doctrine whichls clearly
handed down from the Aposties, and is
sustained by the authority of the Church,
Oa the contrary, St, Paul commands in
2 Thess. 1, 14: “Therefore brethren,
stand fast : and hold the traditions which
you bave learned, whether by word or by
our epistle.” The teachicg of the
Apostles by word e, therefore, of the same
authority es if they had recorded !t In the
Scriptures, which have come down to us
from them. We will, however, for the
satisfaction of our readers, chow in a
future fssue the force of Sciiptural argu-
ment by which may be proved the two
cogoate doctrines of purgatory and pray-
ezs for the dead.

As St. Avgustine bas been mentioned
by our contemporary as baving derlved
his bellef in prayera for the dead from hla
early heathenlem, we will concluds this
article by quoticg that illuetrious and
learned Doctor of the Church to ehow
that he derived it, not from heathenism,
but from the positive teachlng of the
Church :

“In the book of Maccabees we read that
sacrifice was offered for, the dead ; bat
even if nowhere in the anclent Scriptures
were this read, the suthority of the uni-
versal Cburch, which s clear in regard to
this usage, would be of no emsll weight,
whereas among the prayers which the
priest ¢ffars up to the Lord God at Hlis
altar, there is found a commendation of
the dead.” (St. Aug, book on * Care for
the Dead.”)

There are other passages of similar im-
port in bis writicgs, all of which prove
that the authorlty of the Church on this
point {s most declslve,

It will ba noticed that St, Augustine
asserts not only : 1, that prayers are to
offered for the dead ; but, 2, that the book
of Maccabeer, which authoziza them, is
Holy Scripture ; 3, that the authority of
the Courch on this point is suffizlent
Jjustification for this cr any other usage;
4, that the whole Church practiced 1t ; 5,
that it is found in the liturgy ; 6, that
sacrifice 18 offered up uader the New Law
for this purpose just as it was under the
0Old Law. Thls, of course, refers to the

Sacrifice of the Maes. A more complete
proof of the identity of the Catholle
Church of to day with the Caurch of 8:.
Anvgustine could scarcely be looked for.

A FINE E.\'IHBI_T.

It is the intention of the Catholics of
the West to make a thoroughly American
exhibit of Oatholic educational work at
the World’s Fair, which will be held in
Chicago in 1892, Ample space has been
promised by the directors for a complete
exhibit, and a committee is being formed
to carry out the project with the assist-
ance of Cathclic educationists through-
out the union,

In reference to this exhibit, some
fanatical journals, which are constantly
foremost in misrepresenting everything
which Catholics do, have made ineulting
comments, Among these the Method-
st Advocate of Datroit * wonders 1f the
Catholics will *“ exhibit ali the schemes
undertaken for the destruction of the
Publie echools.”

Our lively contemporary, the Michigan
Catholic, answers the Advocate well and
concludes its answer thus :

% But we will exhibit the work of the
Catholic Ohurch in the United S:ates in
education, independent of the patronage
of the Siate and without one dollar of
public money, We will exhibit the
sacorifices made by the Catholics of the
United States to support schools from
which God is not banished, and in which
children are taught to know God and
Jove Him and serve Him. And all who
will see this exhibit will be aware that
the Catholic schools are supported
wholly by Catholics, besides paying the
school taxes by whioh the children of
Mothodist D.D.’s are educated.”

THE ISSUE IN WISCONSIN.

The lerson taught by the Wisconsin
elections which have jast termiusted s
one which has ite moral to the people of
Oatarlo as well as Lo those of the United
BStates. While in other States, un-
doubtedly, the fesne turned upoun the
question of tbe tariff chlefly, in Wieconsin
it tnrned upon freedom of education, snd
the party of Free Educationiate galned a
most complete and glorious trlumpb,

Much bar bzen done to make it sppear
both In the Ualted States and Cauads that
the Catholics of that State as well as
throughout the Ualted S:ates are opposed
t> the Pablic achools, and we all know
how slmiliar representalions have been
constantly made in Canada, It bas aleo
been represented that another isene wae at
stake in the Wisconsln contest, namely,
the right of the Eaglish language to be
deemed the princlpal language of instruce
tlon,

Both of these statements are utterly un-
founded. As regards the firet, there was
no question whatsoever of an attack on
the Pablic schools. As far as Catbolics
were cencerned, it Was a question solely of
defendiog the parochial Catholie echools
from the violent atsaults which were made
upon them for years, and which at the
present time were of such a nature as to
threaten thelr very existence,

Thbe Repubiicans by coerclve loghlation
wished to eubject private schools, which
are not subzidizad by the State, to aspecles
of lnspection by hostile echool commis-
slouers, whereby the latter would be en-
atled to close the echools at will, and there
is evidence enough from the eondact of
such commiseloners in other S:ates that
they would use their unlimited powers
arbitrazily, It was plalaly a question of
psrental rights to educate their children
according to thelr own conecientions
couvictions, The Catholles maln-
tained that thelr schools gave suffizlent
education to satiefy all that the
State had a right to require, and that un.
lees the S:ate subsidized theschools, it bad
no right to interfere with their operation
ot all, much less to eubjact them to the
whims of hostile school corporations, As
cltiz:ne they bad a right to go to the polls
on such an {ssue. They did so, and they
have been rewarded by the victory which
has perched npoan thelr banners,

No truly liberal Pzotestant would esy
that a local School Board, which has cften
a narrow mioded and bigoted mejority of
members, should have It in their power to
declde whether or not a certain Parochial
tchool is & lawful one in the sense in
which the Bonnet law was to be inter-
preted, and it was an outrsge upon con-
sclence and liberty to paes such & law—a
law which, besldes, authorized the prose-
cution of Cathollcs who would sustain
such schools, It was an outrage whish
even the most extreme fanatics in Oatarlo
never dreamed of fuflicting, and we are
surprised to find that some Canadian
journals, from wkich more Iiberality
would be expected, declare that the R:.
publicans were malntaining the true cause
of education in the stand they took for
the obaoxious law.

Bat the victory was not won by Catho-
lics alone, Wisconsin s, of course, mostly
a Protestant Stats, and the Catholics alona
could never have geined their cause, ;The
German Lutherans were equally sggrieved,
and thoy as well as other Protestants
jolued their Catholic brethren in battling
for religione liberty.

The Lutheraus had in vlew a purpoee
eomewhat different from that of the Cath-
olics, It 1s thelr wish to preserve the
German language, and they too felt that
power over their schools should not be
placed in the hands of persons not
qualified to pass judgment upon
them, Bat in all the Catholic
schools, whether Goarman or KHaglish
be the predominant langusge, Eaglish 1s
taught, and an effort is belog made In
every cace to make Eoglish the language
of the echool as soon as possible, With
the Cathollcs, therefore, it was not at all
a question of languege,

In Milwaukee diocese alone there are
reported for last year 125 Catholic echoole,
with an attendance of 20,000 childrer,
and in all Eaglish {s taught, In the other
two dioceses of the State there sra 128
schools with 16,600 children in attendance,
and a similar report of efficiency in Eng.
lish comes from them,

Me. Peck, the successful candldate for
the Governorship, was elected by a major-
ity of 30000, He 1s supported by
Leglslature pledged to repeal the Bennet
Law, and it will undoubtedly:be wiped
off the statute book at the next Logisla-
tive session,

IT nAs been dlscovered that there is in
Minneapolls a secret sworn scciety the
object of which is to prevent Catholics
from acquiriog politisal power. They are
sworn to do their utmost to ostrac'ze and
abolish the Oatholic religlon from the
country, es Cathollcs are the enemies of
the Republle, These people forget that
CathollesconsMtuted two-fifths of the army
of the Republic durlng the civil war, Of
course only the real enem!les of the United
States will joln this assoclation, which is
very like the Orangelsm of Cauvads, and
which Is very largelv compored of quon-

dam Orsngemen, True Americans will
not jeln it,

BIRCHALL'S DOOM.

Pablic opinion, both in Capads and
Eoglaod, bas ratified the verdiet of the
jury and the sentence pronounced by
Judge McMabon on the unfortunate end,
t> all appeatance, impenitent Evglishmen
who was executed in the jail yard of
Woodstock on the 14th fnstant. No per.
son witneesed the hortld crime of the
murder of F. C, Benwell, which was per.
petrated on the 17¢h February, in the
swamp near Prloceton; but a chala of
clrcamatantisl evidence, without one mies.
log Yok, was s0 woand round the
unfortunate Birchall that it was utterly
impoesible for any body of rational
men, sworn to pronounce on the evidence
of facts adduced, to hesitate in bring.
ing in the verdict that decided his fate,
That Canadian law has been vindicated
and justios done in the premises—that
a foul sud mysterious murder has been
unearthed and brought home to the
guilty party—and that, so far as human
legislation can provide against a repeti-
tion of a crime so atrocious, society is
for the time being safe-guarded by an
adequate deterent in the icfliction of
capital punishment on fhe offender—
thero is every reason for self-congratula-
tion on the part of the Canadian people
and their executive ministers of State.
The condigo punishment meted out in
the regular course of jistice to a con-
demned criminal has been a source of
relief to a numerous class of Laglish
people who fancied that Canadian law is
more or less iufluenced by the tardy and
sometimes abortive measures of justice
alopted in the neighboring republic,
All, both ia this country and in Eogland,
must experience a sense of reiiet and
satisfaction that an end has come to the
excitement and morbid curiosity awak.
ened by the details of Birchall’s trial, of
his erratic life, as told by himself and by
others, and of his final departure from
the ecene by a public execution,

Had the poor, misguided wretch,
whose guilt, whether wrongly or rightly,
is 80 firmly established in the minds of
all, without exception, acknowledged his
crime—had he confessed to what sbare
or pacticipation he had in the awful
tragedy of Benwell's mysterious death—
the relief to society in general would be
still more marked and more deeply felt.
Bat confession there was none ; nor did
the infatuated Birchall condescend to
throw any light upon facts so shrouded
1a mystery to all but to himself and his

God.
His feelings for the honor of his aged

mother, who survives him, and for his
reverend brother and other respected
relatives in England, may have deterred
him from making an open confession of
80 great and so hideous an act of villiany.
Pozsibly a false sense of shame and dis-
honor may have prevailed in preventing
him from the acknowledgment of so
cowardly and base a piece of treachery
as the ehooting from behind of a harm
less and unsuspecting companion en-
trusted by a fond father to his protection
aud safe keeping.

But no matter what ths cost to his
feelings or to his honor—if any re-
mained—3sociely is so constituted, in
God’s providence, and humanity is so
fashioned by the will of its Creator, that
confession must be made or crime must
remain uspardoned and wholly unex-
piated. Probabtly the unhealthy sur-
roundings in which his boyhood was
spent—the loose discipline of his col
lege life, as told in his autobiography—
and the, to all appearance, godless
oolleges in which he received a liberal-
training, without moral restraint of any
kind, should be held accountable more
than his own perverse nature for such
fatal and deplorable results. It must be
admitted that in his previous life the
necessity of confession was never once
intimated to him. The education im.
parted in Eaglish Protestant colleges is
totally averse to confession of sin. Such
belief and practica are considered as
part of the Romish system, and not
worthy of conszideration, but to be con-
demned and diccarded by all true.born
Britone, Why then cast biame on poor
Birchall for adhering to principles
instilled into his untutored and
inexperienced mind? He was but
twenty.four years old when the gallows
claimed him, Had he been accustomed
from childhood to self-examircation and
confession of sin, he would not have felt
that repugnance to open acknowledg
ment of his wicked deeds, which the
public expected and demanded from
him in his last moments, He would
have confessed, he would have
experienced & charge of heart, tears of
repentance would have started un.
bidden to his eyes and melted to com:
passion those stony gazars who witnessed
unmoved his last act on earth. The
Rev. OCanon Wade, who spent the
previous night with him in his cell, and
had been a oconstant visitor with him
since the sentence of death was pro.
nounced, could not even 8o far prevail
on Birchall as to induce him to say,
“The Lord have meroy on my esoul,”
or “Pray for me, dear friends,” We
onoe witnessed an execution in Ireland.
The doomed man said: “I call God and
His angels to witness that I had neither

haud, act, or part in the crime for which

1 am sbout to die (It was & case of ialie
ilentity), sand I forgive my sccucers,
Although mot guilty of murder, I
committed’ many other sins in my
which I am

youthful

days for

MR, BALFOUR AND THE
IRISH FAMINE,

The trip of Mr, Arthur Balfour through
Ireland bas been productive of this
much good at Jeast, that it bas awskened

now repentant snd am willing 10| )i, and his government to the fact that

expiate by
on the sceffld.
and may God have

The immense crowd, two ot threa thoun-
sand people, for it was a public execution,
went down on their kneos and prayed aloud

this unmerited death | s Ganger of famine is imminent to the
Pray for me, all of you, | sountry unless immediate steps be taken

mercy on my ‘soul.” | toavertit,and he bas pledged himself and

and fervently, while the victim of pre  pul ]
judioed and perverted justice was being, first time in the bistory of the empire,

ushered into the presence of his Maker,
But Biroball's education led to a differ.

ent and more regrettable ending.

the govarnment that these steps shall be
takon, 1t is true that very little reliance
osn be placed on his promises; yet in
the teeth of the world, in the teeth of
British public opinion, which, for the

has been brought to bear upon the act-
ual condition of Ireland, it will.be hard
for him to breek the pledges he has so
solemnly given this time.

American public opinfon has also heen
strongly brought to bear upon the subj:ct.

DID BIRCHALL CONFESS HIS|No sooner was it defioitely sonounced
GUILT?

¢ The conduct of the Rev, Rural Dean
Wade in connection with the burial of | 00 5ed.
Birchall’s body, points in the strongest
way that the clergyman has a knowledge

tbat the cropupon which the people depend
for sustenance will be a fallure than the
eympathies of the people of Amerlca were
Committees were sppointed
throughout the country end collections
were taken up in order to sfford rellef In

of the guilt of tho deceased. After the
execution on Friday morving, he saw in
the papers that Birchall had written s
statement on the 10:h inst. in which he
declared rolemnly that he never con:
fessed in uny manner whateoever any
complicity in the murder of Denwell,
This was so untrue that the whole
attitude of the Rural Dean was altered

this dige dis!

was teken

trees.

Tae Government, in the meantime,
threw a'l the discredit it could on the
facts, and actually, through Mr. Balfour,
declared in Parliament that they were
greatly exaggerated, and that there was
no danger of famine.

The same refrain
up by the Tory press, the

by its reading.
with

whom  he
matter that the
mexnt of Blrchall on the 10:h was a lle,

written  state

Times, of course, leading. That portion

He eaid to friends|of tpe press in this country which is
discuesed  the | 5| ways inimical to Ireland re echoed the

' | same statements, quoting the Times as
their chief authority—the T'imes 8o notor.

He 13 reported to bave made a reference
to men who dle with a lie on thelr lipe.
All bis hope 1o ths covtritton of the
murderer was destroyed. The seeming
repentaoce that had given biw &) much
gratification and joy appesrcd hollow

10us for its
In 1848

unscrupuiousneess,
the Times actually gloated

over the impending destruction of the
Irish race, or at least the destruction of
a large proportion thereof,

through

after that last statement,
Dean was palned to the beart, but he de-
termined on a course of procelure {n con-
nection with the burial service thst has
been distated by hls coraclence but which
to thedead murderer’srelatives and friends
fs exceedivgly distressing.
mined that he could not read over the
body of him to whom he had ministered
80 hopefully and tirelessly, the barisl
servica of his Ohurch, At the haogiog he
had read the eervice, but he wounld not
givo the body the rites of ths Church.

Heo deter

Toa Raral

famine and fever, and the dispersion ot
the rest, and its aphorism so exultingly
uttered at that time—*Tae Irish are
going—going with a vengeance’’— is not
forgotten by Irishmen to this day, nor
by the rest of the world. The Timesis
to day controlled by kindred spirits with
those who mapaged it in 1848, and the
people of America who bhave ever sym.
patnized with Ireland in her distress
paid no attention to the assurances of
the Times that there is no danger now.
Hence no eooner was it made known
through other sources than the Times

Thae reason for this change in h's opinfon
he freely ecknowledged was because of
B xchall's denlal of baving made any con-
tesslon, The only logical sequence of
thisis to say that Birchall has confessed
to the Rural Dean rnme complicity at
least in the crime. Tale Mr. Wade hes
acknowledged by saylog that he has
known about the crime from the beglun-

the crisis.

that the poor people of Ireland are in
danger, than offars of assistance were at
once made,
stirred the
through very shame, to make thé pres-
ent promises of relief,

The Government have, as yet, thken
no measures for the purpose of mesting

This ie what has chiefly
Salistury (Government,

Will they doso? We have

fng. ”

already said that it is very doubtful ; how-

The above extract sppeared in the | ever they have promised, and that is the

Free Press of Monday last, and has been
going the rounds of the press generally
without contradiction.

What opinion

firet step, at all events, towards perform-
ance, Mr. Balfour states that public
works will at once be started in the dis-
tressed districts to enable the people to

must the public form of Rev, Canon | earn a livelihood independently of their

Wade's diecretion or honor as a clergy-

bad potato crop. This will aesuredly, if

men? If the untortunate Birchall in a | C2rried out, sflord at least partial relief,

moment of repentance was moved to
confession of his sin, and if he confided
to his pastor, as God’s represcntative, [ 8ppeal to America for assistance.

In cons:quence of these promiees the
American Uommittee in New York for
the relief of famine have withdrawn their
Itis

secrets that he would not reveal withou | DOt their intention that the Committee

revulsion and horror to the outside world,
it was, no doubt,

tion that those
kept sacredly
ever locked up

him to whom they were
confided. By no outward aciion on the
part ot the confessor should the secrets
revealed to him be given o the public,
or, which is the same, hinted at in such

secrets

on the supposi- ' save its owns subjects.
should be | ernment for? Of what earthly use is it,
guarded and for-
in the bosom of
religiously

should dissolve, but they recognize that
the first duty lies on the Government to
What 18 a Gov-

if,in the moment of need, it throws upon
foreigners of good will the burden of
saving its subjects from a dreadful evil
which is foreseen, and which it has the
power to avert {

It is precisely that in 1847 and 1848
the jamine was foreseen, and that no
eteps were taken towards its prevention
which constitutes one of the most damag-

a maoner as to leave no doubt on |ing arraignmenu of BritishGovernmentin
people’s minds but that a confession of Irelund in the eyes of the civilized world.

guilt was made,

knowledges that his action at the grave,
and his refusal to read the burial eer-

But Mr.

Wade ace At thet time, even, there was plenty of

food in ireland itself, grown on the soil,
to feed double the population of the
country., What would a paternal Gov-

vice, were determined by the confession | ernment have done under such circum-

made to him in the privacy and confi-
dence of his official character, and that
be knew about the crime from the
Mr. Wade does not pre
tend to eay that he obtained such knowl.
edge through other means than the con-
No wonder Protestants should
feel a shudder creep over them when con-

beginning,

fessional,

etance! Tae action of Louis Napolecn
mn France when a dearth, which would
not nearly be as bad as a general famine,
was feared, is an anewer to this question.
Exports of fcod were stopped. Tae food
was in the country, and 1t must be eaten
in the country, Thus there was food
enough for everyone. But when Ireland
was threatened, millionaire landlords in
England must be pampered on the labor

fession is proposed to them as a means of starving Irishmen, aud for their bene.

of obtaining pardon for sin,

If Qanon

fit, the food wes sold in England and in
foreign markets, and they pocketed the

Wade's conduct and language be a|proceeds, while the people starved or

criterion of the discretion and pruden.
tial silence to be expected from Protest.
ant pastors, their flocks can be essily
excused from that confidential acknowl.

left their country by mullions to find else-
where something to eat,

That dreadful time is still within the
memory of many of our own Canadian
people, when thousands of fever-stricken

edgment of guilt which is the surest | fémilies were suddenly landed at every

sign of repentance and the only way

open to forgiveness.

L2aving theology and controversy out

port in America fleeing from the dread.
tul scourge—or rather bringing the
scourge with them. And it was at such
8 time cof dieaster that the Times

of the question, it is certain that if | triumphantly eaid * the Irish are going

Birchall had confessed and asked fhe | "i'h ® vengeance.”

These words were

prayers of those who stood around the
scafford—had heshowed signs of repent.
ance and sought mercy from God through
the Redeemer—public sympathy would
have been extended to him in his final
hours, and public opinion would have
condoned him in accepting the death
penalty as his just desert. But he was
not 80 educated, and certainly Canon
Wade's indiscreet action is no encourage.
ment to ordinary sinners or to future
criminals to open their hearts to admis.
eion of sin or to seek pardon and peace

in the heavenly remedy prescrib
the Apostle ; i i

“If we confess our slns He s faithful
aod just to forglve us our sins and to

cleanse ue feom all iniquity,” v
John, 1,9 ) i o

John Boyle O'Rielly’s monument i
Holyhood Cemetery is an immense g:-ul:
ite boulder, under which is placed a
modest tomb of New Hampshire slate,

Tae New York World states that there
are more than five hundred regular at.
tendants at week.day Mass af 8t, Pa'.

;‘::'I Cathedral in that city every morn.

true, even

Is it wonde:

Irish of the
retaln the

blame the

sad days,
into the s
towarde th
them in th
the Irish

better

his promis
when Irelan

in a sense which that

slways antl-Irish journal did not intend.

rfal that when by persistent

misrule they were so driven away th
went with a determlnation to lnﬂl:t 'u:l’-

geance upon thelr oppressor
s w3 pp at the fiest

? Is it a wonder that th
Ublted States, many of thon:

the immigrants of those years, and
many of them their chlldren, ai:o:ldvl.i:lyl

vengeance with which they

came to the country §
We should be juat.

We cannot deepl
Irlsh of the Ualted Stltenpiy(

they retain the remembrance
of thote
and if they cast thelr inflaence
cale In favor of a hoetile attitade

e country which oppressed
@ past, and which still treats

a8 & people to be downtrodden

and not as one wh, {

A sibt Sadone ch should be governed

lug prosperlty,
8t us hope that the time i

when there will be a o e

to lead them to plenty

change for the

Snould Mr, Balfour make the

provision he h i
it will be : :1; promised to the people,

neuont hand.
can Uommittee will contintie it .
1zstion, in order that, should h: ?'g;:t

0 that better times are
Meanwhile, the Ameri-

they may not be far oft '
will need their help, :




