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suit, by jimmy ! Pete rushed 
back to attend to his coffee boiler 
for an instant and then he was at 
thè window again. In and out 
through the crowds bobbed the 
blue feather, and in and out, till 
by the Gents' Furnishing Store next 
door it came into full view. 
Horrors ! The face under the blue 
feather was as black as the ace of 
spades. Pete reeled from the 
shock.
, "In the name of God, what is the 
matter with you, Pete?" asked 
Brian Kennedy, star fireman of the 
nook and ladder company round the 
corner. "If ever a man looked 
like he had a banshee camping 
under his doorstep it is you. What 
at all is the matter with you, 
man ?"

Pete shook his head. "There Is 
nothing the matter with me, Brian,” 
he answered. "My stomach is a 
little out of order. Maybe it is the

frippe I'm getting. But anyway 
’ll be all right in a day or two."

‘ You can never tell,’’ said Brian, 
shaking a gloomy head. "Dick 
Murphy was just like you for a 
whole week, nervous in himself and 
his stomach gone back on him. 
Well, sure we buried poor Dick a 
week ago next Friday. God rest 
bis soul."

"WaB—was that all was the 
matter with Dick ?" asked Pete. 
"Just a bit sick. He didn’t have 
any trouble on his mind, did he? 
You know, Brian, trouble is a 
terrible thing. My mother used to 
say that trouble would kill a Kerry 
cat, and the cats in Kerry don’t die 
at all. They go into the Lakes with 
O'Donough’s spirit and keep rats 
away from the shores of Killarney. 
You’re from Killarney, Brian. 
Isn’t that true ?"

Brian Kennedy stuck a ten cent 
cigar into his mouth and answered 
wirh all the arrogance of a man who 
could say many things but is 
cautious in the saying of them : 
“Maybe so. But not being a 
Kerryman yourself, what is the use 
of tellin’ you those things ?"

Pete Daly stiffened. “A Kildare 
man," said he, "is fit to match with 
a man from any other part of Ire­
land, today, even if he does come 
from the Pale."

Brian Kennedy switched his cigar 
to the other side of his mouth. 
"Pete," said he, "Lord Edward 
was a Kildare man, so was Wolf 
Tone. Your county is all right. 
But it wasn't politics started this 
argument, it was the face of you 
and the ways of you lately that 
makes me think you are not the 
fine, healthy man you used to beany 
more. If I were you I would see 
Doctor Dillon and have myself 
examined all over. You know 
they’re sayin’ today that a bad 
tooth in your mouth or a boil on 
your face will set your whole brain 
goin’ wrong. Or maybe ’tis your 
tonsils.”

Pete Daly laughed. 1 Sure, Mike 
Kelly with a mouthful of teeth in 
his head like a row of milestones 
went ravin’ mad when his wife 
died, and Denny McCusker, who 
always had nothing on his face but 
boils from one spring to the other, 
won first prize in the Gaelic League 
at home last year. You’re all 
wrong in your figures, Brian 
Kennedy.”

Maybe I am, Pete. But so are 
you in whatever is eatin’ you 
lately," answered Brian as he paid 
his check and left the Old Home 
Restaurant.

As Brian went out Ned Kelly 
came in. Ned was the local mail 
carrier. Sometimes there was a 
letter for Pete Daly in his sack, but 
such Jette» were generally bills, 
or announcements of some organiza­
tion to which Pete belonged. Today, 
Ned handed Pete a little pink 
envelope addressed in a neat hand 
that smacked, somehow, of a grey 
suit and a little black hat with a 
blue feather on it.

Pete Daly rushed out to the 
kitchen, and then out of the kitchen 
he ran to the store room : Wash­
ington Lincoln, his colored porter, 
being busy pacing potatoes, looked 
after him and grinned : "Sho’ is 
somethin’ queer about da boss 
lately.” If he could have seen 
Pete shaking like he had an ague as 
he opened the pink envelope he 
would have been really concerned.

It was not much of a letter, just a 
few lines. But what cannot a few 
lines mean sometimes to us all ! He 
read :
Dear Mr. Daly :

Father was so pleased when I told 
hirn about our becoming acquainted, 
and he hopes you will call to see us 
at a very early date. He told me a 
very funny story about a famous 
chicken his father killed years ago, 
belonging to your mother. Father 
says the wars in Troy were nothing 
to the ructions that followed that 
fowls death in the Kenny and Daly 
families. Come over soon and we 
can celebrate the burying of the 
hatchet.

Very truly your friend.
Mary Kenny.

Pete Daly wiped the cold sweat 
from his forehead. A great wave of 
peace and joy flooded his whole 
being as he tenderly put a little 
pink letter in the left hand pocket of 
his white jacket, just about his 
heart.—Teresa Brayton.

"SLACKERS IN BLACK ROBES’

The action brought against the 
Petit Méridional by 176 priests of 
the diocèse of Montpellier, France, 
all war veterans, for referring to 
the Catholic clergy as "slackers in 
black robes,” has resultedtn a signal 
verdict of honor for the French 
priests. The court goes out of its

way to record the fact that cut of 
82,691) moSil zed priests or Relig­
ious, ai many as 4,616 died for their 
country, 9.878 won the croix tic 
guerre after having n reived a total 
of 16,t IK) citations, hu.v were decor­
ated with the Legion of Honor and 
1,698 with the Military Medal. The 
French journal had attributed the 
odious expression used by it to the 
former minister Painlevé, who, it 
claimed, inserted it into one of his 
speeches. Resenting the imputa­
tion of “slackers” applied to the 
mobilized priests, the court declared 
that "all of these performed their 
duty and some of them magnificent­
ly.' The 176 priests merely sought 
the refutation of a slander and 
were content with demanding one 
franc damages for each. The ver­
dict will be a lasting vindication of 
the patriotism of the French clergy. 
The sentence was to be printed in all 
the papers of the Montpellier dis­
trict at the cost of the Petit Méri­
dional.—America.

THE QUESTION OF 
MIRACLES

Wilfrid Pardons, 8. J., in America

A miracle is a sensible event that 
happens outside the ordinary course 
of nature, and is beyond the power 
of anything created to produce it. 
It is a sensible event, because we 
can know that it happened by the 
use of our senses, just as we can 
apprehend any other event. A man 
steps off a rock into the water and 
sinks ; anolher steps off and does 
not sink, but walks on the water. 
The two events are equally 
apparent to our senses. A miracle 
is outside the ordinary course of 
nature. When the soul leaves the 
body, it does not come back, and 
the body corrupts ; that is the 
ordinary course of nature. If, on 
the command of somebody the soul 
comes back and the body lives again, 
that is not the ordinary course of 
nature but a miracle. A miracle 
is beyond the ability of anything 
created to produce it by its own 
natural power. Tissue forms slow­
ly in a wound that is healing, the 
created power of nature can and 
does do that. In another case a 
whole mass of living tissue is 
created out of nothing in a twink­
ling of an eye. No finite created 
power can of its nature do that, 
only the Creator can Create out 
of nothing, that is, bring some­
thing into being where nothing was 
before. It is then clear what we 
mean by a mira:le. It must at the 
same time be some event that we 
can see, it must be outside the 
course of the laws of nature, and 
it must be suen that there is no 
force in nature that can of itself 
produce it. When these three 
tfiings together can be said about 
an event, that event is a miracle.

But when we have said this a 
whole series of questions comes up. 
These questions shall be answered 
in this and the following article. 
The questions are : Can God work 
miracles ? If He has the power to 
work miracles is there any reason 
against His use of this power? If 
thereis notany reason against it, and 
if some extraordinary fact takes 
place can we be sure it was God 
who caused that fact and not 
another, an unknown power in 
nature itself ? And if we be thus 
assured it was God who worked the 
miracle, can we know why He 
worked it ? Has the miracle any 
meaning, does it teach us anything, 
and if so, what ? If these ques­
tions are answered we shall know 
why Catholics hold to miracles, in 
the Gospels and in modern times, 
and we shall also be able to see 
how and why miracles prove the 
Divine origin of a Revelation, if 
they are produced in conjunction 
with a Revelation, for the purpose 
of calling God to witness its origin.

Can God work miracles? How 
do we prove that He can do so ? To 
answer this, we have first of all to 
ask him, to whom we would prove 
that He can work miracles, this 
question : What is his idea of 
God ? Is it the god of H. G. Wells, 
finite like ourselves and struggling 
along with us ? Is it the god of 
the Pantheists, neither different 
from, nor more powerful than 
nature itself? Is our friend 
merely vague about it, even ignor­
ant? If so, then we must before 
all show him what God is, as far 
as we can. But if God is the 
Christian God, who determined the 
laws of the stars and of all moving 
bodies, the properties of chemical 
elements and of physical energ», 
the structure and physiology of 
human and animal organism, if it 
is God who gave the universe a 
start, and once moving kept it in 
being and in motion, then that God 
can work miracles. Why ?

It is wrong to imagine that a 
miracle is a violation on God’s part 
of the laws of nature. It is a 
natural law that a stone will fall 
to earth But if I interpose my 
hand and keep the stone from fall­
ing, I am not violating a law of 
nature, but acting in accordance 
with nature Now if I take my 
hand away and the stone still 
remains suspended in the air, I 
have a miracle. But it is not any 
more a violation of a law of nature 
for God to hold it there than it is 
for me to hold it there. It is not 
a violation of nature for new tissue 
to form in a wound under a skilful 
surgeon’s care. Neither is God 
violating nature, when He who 
made the laws of human tissue, 
suddenly creates new tissue in that 
wound. The truth of the matter 
is that we often have a false idea of 
what a law of nature is. The laws 
of nature are nothing more than

the constant way natural forces act 
if left to themselves. Fire burns; 
water seeks Its level ; bodit s atl reel 
one another ; man is mortal. We 
formulate these laws by observation 
and experiment. But a law 
supposes a law giver. The constant 
action of the falling stone, of fire, 
of water, is not the law, but the 
effect of the law.

The law is in the will of the law­
giver, and we who believe in God, 
know the Lawgiver is God. He 
made the laws, and what we call 
a "law" is only the observed effect 
of His laws. The laws of nature 
are not independent of God, but 
merely |the visible effect of His 
constant action. Only those who 
do not believe in the Christian God 
can deny this. He is the supreme 
Lawgiver. Surely when He freely 
decided that natural forces should 
act in this way and not in that, 
He could at the same time have 
been just as free to decide 
that at such and such a 
moment He would interpose His 
own unlimited power to make 
those natural forces act otherwise, 
just as 1 interposed my limited 
power to keep the stone from 
following out its law. This is not 
as if God really interfered in the 
course of nature, as if He were 
outside and suddenly came in dis­
turbing it all. No, He was there 
all the time. The only reason 
natural forces act at all is because 
He is there. Fire burns, water 
seeks its level, bodies attract one 
another, man is mortal, because 
God so disposed natural forces, 
and by His power makes them act so.

The production of even the most 
ordinary object is just as mysterious 
as a miracle. They both come from 
the Infinite, the one no less than the 
other. God’s action in a miracle is 
no whit stronger nor more compli­
cated than in the least event. The 
development of a flower from a seed 
is a marvel as wonderful as the mul­
tiplication of loaves. God must 
necessarily concur with every action 1 
any created being performs ; else 1 
they are not creatures, but gods. 1 
This is nothing more than to say ! 
that God is "transcendent to" ! 
(above) nature in His Being, but 
"immanent to” (dwelling in' nature 
by His presence and constant 
activity. This is_ the Christian’s 
idea of God. This God can ijvork 
miracles. No man is logical in 
admitting that there is a free Cause 
of all things on which they depend 
for their being and power to act, and 
yet denying His power to change 
anything, if He wills.

God can work miracles. But 
maybe there is some reason why He 
should not use this power to change 
the ordinary course of physical 
nature which He established ? We 
must remember that physical nature 
is not the whole of nature, but 
part of it. There is also the 
moral order of nature, the 
order of minds and wills. Beauty, 
truth, goodness, love, justice, wis­
dom, these, too, are part of nature, 
in the moral order. This order has 
its laws and ends, too. Physical 
nature is not independent of this 
order, but forms one whole with it. 
Physical and moral nature are inter­
dependent, they work together, 
together they form the universe of 
laws. Only naturally the moral 
order is highei than the physical 
order. Where it touches man, the 
physical order exists only to aid 
man to attain the ends God gave 
him in the moral order. This is an 
elementary truth of religion. Now 
God, Who has His ends to attain in 
the physical order, has also His ends 
to attain in the moral order. The 
attainment of the two sets of ends 
together forms the whole of crea­
tion.

If God has an end to attain in the 
moral order, and He chooses to use 
the physical order to attain that 
end, there is no contradiction in 
His doing so. This is important. 
When God chooses to use physical 
nature in some other way than it 
ordinarily acts, it is no arbitrary 
caprice. There is a meaning to His 
act. When Christ walked on the 
water, it was not a mere spectacu­
lar act performed to dazzle and con­
fuse people. He did it with a 
higher purpose ; truth in the higher 
order demanded that the lower 
order for a moment change its 
course. And so of all other 
miracles. Just ns physical nature 
acts in a certain way because of 
God’s constant will, so now by His 
power He makes it act in another 
way, but in response to a higher law. 
The ordinary way of acting, and the 
new way are together the order of 
His rule of the world. He has 
decreed both of these ways from all 
eternity. By the same act by 
which He decreed the constant 
action of created forces, He decreed 
that at certain times and places, 
they would act differently accord­
ing to His desires. He is not chang­
ing His mind, He is not acting 
against His nature nor against His 
expressed will or promise. He has 
one will that embraces all. Some 
men get well slowly in the ordinary 
way ; others here and there get 
well suddenly ; both get well in 
response to law, the first in response 
to the ordinary law, the second in 
response to the extraordinary law, 
but both in response to the one uni­
versal law by which God rules the 
world. In the mere physical order, 
the effect of a law is suspended 
when Christ walks on the water, 
but the complete order of God’s 
rule is not suspended, and this order 
is the true law of nature. It is the 
complete order of God’s rule that 
sometimes in the interests of the 
moral order, physical nature be 
used for a moment, thrt the whole 
purpose of God’s will may be 
accomplished.

It is the old question : What think 
Xe of God? If I think He is the 
Christian God, then I must think 
that He is not hindered by any 
reason from woiking miracles if 
He chooses. Rather He would cease 
to be the God we know He is, if He 
were so hindered. Therefore there 
is no contradiction in saying that 
God can work miracles. There is a 
contradiction in saying that He 
cannot work miracles. It is indeed 
sad that some moderns who call 
themselves Christians should be 
deceived In this matter by scientists 
who are merely atheists. The 
Christian who claims to believe in 
the Christian God, and yet denies 
Him the power to work miracles, is 
in reality denying his God.

God can work miracles. There Is 
no reason why He should not choose 
to work them. Does He ever 
choose to work them ? Do miracles 
happen ? Matthew Arnold once 
said that the great argument against 
miracles ls that they do not happen. 
They do happen. They often 
happen, at Lourdes and other 
places. They have always happened 
in the Catholic Church since the 
days of the Apostles. The miracles 
of today, for instance, at Lourdes, 
besides the testimony of eye wit­
nesses, have in their favor the 
severe laboratory methods of the 
Bureau din Constatations, as may 
be seen in such works as " Medical 
Proof of the Miraculous.” by Dr. 
Le Bec. "Twenty Cures at 
Lourdes,” by Dr. de Grandmaison, 
and Father Clifford’s excellent, 
“The Logic of Lourdes." The 
Saints since the beginning have 
performed miracles, for which we 
have the word of such soundly 
critical historians as the Bollandists. 
Christ fed 5,000 people in the ! 
desert with seven loaves and two 
fishes. He cured advanced cases of 
paralysis. He cured cases of dropsy. 
He raised three people from the 
dead. We know that He worked 
these miracles, for we have reliable 
witnesses that He did so, in the 
Gospels that have been proved 
genuine historical documents.

THE POWER OF GOOD 
EXAMPLE

An incident occurred in a city j 
parish a few weeks ago that is 
worthy of note. A non-Catholic 
was in a dying condition due to a I 
cancer in the mouth. Unable to 
speak, he wrote out the request 
that a certain priest be called, 
whom he had known thirty-five 
years before in a ymall town 
situated about seventy miles from 
Buffalo. His wife reluctantly sent 
for this priest, who hastened to the 
bedside of her Protestant husband. 
There the pi iest found that the old 
gentleman had written on a piece of 
paper, ‘ I wish to join the Holy 
Roman Catholic Church." The 
priest instructed the patient in the 
Church's teaching, baptized him 
and administered the other sacra­
ments. Forty-eight hours after­
ward he wag dead.

Thirty-five years ago this non- 
Catholic, holding a responsible posi­
tion in the southeastern hamlet, 
was struck with the zeal and 
sanctity of the young pastor who 
came to direct the small Catholic 
flock. The priest's example edified 
him and for three and one-half 
decades the thought would come 
hack to his mind that here was no 
ordinary man. and his was no 
ordinary Church. The power of 
example was so convincing that at 
the close of his life, despite a pro- 
testing family, he called for this 
pastor whose ministrations made 
him a child of Christ and an heir of 
heaven. '

Volumes may be written to per­
suade non-Catholics of the falsity of 
their position, but example will lead 
far more into the Church than the 
wisdom and knowledge of scholars.

Good example is the most 
eloquent sermon that priest or 
layman can preach.—Catholic Union 
and Times.

Daily prayers are the best remedy 
for daily cares.

Convent of Our Lady of Mercy
CONDUCTED HY

THE GREY NUNS OF THE CROSS (ol Ottawa ) 
AYLMER EAST, QUE.

A thorough English Course from first year through four years 
High School. Pupils are prepared for Quebec Teachers’ Diplomas, for 
Ontario Matriculation and Civil Service Examinations.

Entrance Fee......11.00
Hoard and Tuition............................. 118.00 per Month
Music |8.00 per Month and more, according to grade
Laundry ..............................................|2.00 per Month
Stenography and Typewriting........... $10.00 per Month

The black costume is obligatory week days and Sundays.

Assumption College
SANDWICH. ONT.

AFFILIATED WITH THE WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
CONDUCTED BY THE BASILIAN FATHERS

Boarding School lor Young Men and Boys
with the following courses :

Oollecre Course leading to the degree of BACHELOR OF ARTS, and 
offering a complete foundation for the study of the professions, and 
especially designed for students preparing for the Priesthood.

High School Course complying with the requirements of the Ontario 
Department of Education.

Commercial Course equipping students for a business career.
Preparatory Department for boys in Junior and Senior Fourth 

Classes
Well Qualified Staff; Good Buildings and Equipment; Gymnasium- 

Running Track ; Swimming Pool ; Handbàll Alleys ; Tennis Courts • Foot- 
ball and Baseball Grounds ; Acres of Campus.

Private Room accommodations for one hundred students.

The 54th Year Begins Tuesday, Sept. 4th
For catalogue and particulars, address :

REV. D. L. DILLON, C. S. B.
. SUPERIOR

Conducted by the Jesuit Fathers. Arts and General Sciences. Degrees of B.A., 
13. Sc. and 13.Lit. Special preparation for Law. Medicine and Engineering.

Loyola College High School
A Classical School of recognized standing. Address : Rev. W. H. Hingston, S.J., Rector 
Loyola Matriculation accepted everywhere. Montreal.

THREE

We swallow at one draught the 
lie that flatters us, and drink drop 
by drop the truth which is bitter to 
us.

Ursuline College 
ol Arts

The Ladies' College and 
Residence of the Westera 
University, London, Ontario
Under the patronage of His Lordship 
The Right Rev. M. F. Fallon, D.D. 

Bishop of London.

All Conrses Leading 
lo Degrees in Arts

Date of Registration 
Oct. 1st, 1923

For information, apply to
Brescia Hall

LONDON, ONT

URSULINE
COLLEGE

"The Pines" Chalham, Ontario

Residential and Day School for Young 
Ladies and Little Girls. Beautiful situ­
ation. New Buildings *vith all modern 
equipment. Twenty-acre campus. An 
ideal School.

Collegiate, Preparatory and 
Commercial Departments

School of Music
Affiliated with Toronto 

Conservatory
Write for Illustrated Prospectus to the 

Rev. Mother Superior.

St. Joseph’s 
Academy

LINDSAY, ONT.
Resldenllal and Day School 

lor Young Ladles and 
Uhle Girls

Complete Lower, Middle, and Upper 
School to Second Year University, 
under the direction of teachers hold­
ing University degrees.
Complete Commercial, Music, Art, 
and Domestic Science.
The Music Departments are in affili­
ation with the Toronto Conservatory 
and Canadian Academy of Music.

For particulars, apply to
THE DIRECTRESS.

St. Mary’s 
Academy

Windsor, Ont.
For Resident and 

Day Students
CONDUCTED BY

The Sisters of the Holy Names

Courses of Sttidy prescribed by the 
Ontario Department of Education.

School of Music, Art 
and Commerce

For Catalogues, address :
SISTER SUPERIOR.

St. Michael’s College
T0R0NT0. CANADA

The Catholic College oi me University of Toronto
ALL COURSES LEADING TO DEGREES IN ARTS

REV. H. CARR, C. S. B.,
SU PERiOR.

REV. E. J. McCORKELL, C. S. B„
REGISTRAR.

ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL
HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT

For Calendar write : — REV. H. S. BELLISLE, C. S. B.
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