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fNt. Anthony.

Anthony—the legend runneth—
Anthony of Padua, friar,
Of the Order of Su. Francis—living
As a friar should, obedicut,

Chaste and humble, doing daily
Whatsoever duty called hin -
Anihony, the friar, Franciscan,
anhhni follower of Francis,
Saw-—the legend saith -a vision,
Vision of the Infant Saviour, :
Held Him in his arms, caressed Him,
Listened to His words—then, hearing
Through the cloister, sound of ringing,
Sound that called him to his duty,
Lefy the Blessed Jesus sianding

In his lowly cell, and hastened

‘T'o the task that waited, knowing
Duty first, and strict obedience

s the law of Christ, our Master 5
Law for friar, ag for laymen,

Law for layman, as for friar:
Duty—not the Vision Hiessed @

Not 1o hold the Babe All-Holy,

Not to speak to Him, caress Him ;
Rather to obey Him, leave Him,
Standing in his cell, and hasten

To the duty thav awaited,

Anthony, the friar Franciscan,
Anthony, the friny obodient,

When his task was done, reiurning
Thoughtful to his cell, what found he?
Found he not the Blessed Infant
Walting for his coming, smiling
Welcome to s faithful frinr ¢

Stayed the Holy One, totell him
Saerels passing «
This, of other, that oho
I8 the law that He hath follow
18 the law for all, for (riars

high or lowly,

ike Him; obedienec

King or bish
That would b

First and last; yea, should it ple Him
Wonld 1t might—10 grant us visi

Of Himsclf, as once H a
Anthony, the friar of

o behold Him ; should our duty,
Menial or distastful, eall us,

We, lilie Anthony, Him

lLewve Him,at th
Knowing that ot
Him who first obey
But the duty done
To the place wh ve h Hir
Should we not behold Him walting,
Smiling welcome on His servant

Ason Anthony He smiled ; 1o grant n
Longer viston of His face, and teach us
Hecrets passing comprehension !
This, of others, that obec (

Cometh first, and dail t
Not our wny but Hi

Taught to Anthony, the

Paught 10 us, and we,

Shall enjoy, in life unending,

Visicn of Himself, and Master,

Just beentse we did our duty,

Just becanse we have obeyed Him ;
Josu ! grant it to Thy servants!
Allunworthy we the favor

Granted Anthony, wne frinr g

This, at least, vouchsalo, 1o see Thee,
When we shall have done the du
Thou hast set us, and have finished
All the tasks that Thon shalt give us,

K. W. Grey. in Donahoe's Magazine,
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LEAGUE OF THE SACRUD HEART.

Devotion to the Holy Ghost.

GENERAL INTENTION FOR AUGUST, 1808
Recommended to our Prayers by Iis
Holiness, Leo XIII.

American Messenger of the Sacred Heart,

It is recorded in the acts of the Apos
tles that on one of his missionary
tours, St. Paul came to Ephesus, and,
finding certain disciples, asked them
if they had received the Holy Ghost
gince they believed. They answered :
“We have not so much as heard
whether there be a Holy Ghost.” How
many who call themselves Christians
and have received the Holy Ghost are
nowadays as much in the dark abou!
the existence and operations of the
spirit of holiness as wero the early
Ephesian converts. True, all Catho
lics know Him by name, and even
have it frequently on their lips when
making the sign of the Cross, but their
knowledge of His being and workings
is extremely vague and indefinite
As we cannot love one whom we do not
know, it is important that we should
try to get a clear idea of Him who
plays 8o important a part in our gpirit
ual life.

Who, then, is the Holy Ghost 7 And
why s He so called ? o is the Third
Person of the DBlessed Trinity, and
therefore is equal in all things to the
Father and the Son, distinct from them
in personality, but one with them in
nature. From all eternity He is God,
without a beginning, yet eaid to pro
ceed from the ather and tho bon, and
to be the bond of the Father and the
Son, the expression of theirlove. The
Father eternally knows Himself, and
knowing Himself, by this very act be
geots the Son, who is called the Word,
the expression of the Father's knowl-
edge of His nature. The Father loves
the Son and the Son loves the Father,
and this act is that by which the Third
Divine Person proceeds from the
Father and the Son as the term of their
mutual love. Comprehend this mar-
vellous procession, as it is called, of
the Holy Ghost from the other two
Divine Persons we cannot, because it
is a mystery and would involve a com
prehension of what is infinite, which
is, of course, impoesible. A faint con-
ception has been vouchsafed us by
rovelation, and it 18 by analogy with
what goes on in our own souls. We
think, and the expression of our
thoughts is a mind word. We take
pleasure in this thought or mind-word
and love of it ensues.  With us every
thing is accidental and transient in
this process. The mind word, which
had no existence, s begotten in our
minds, and the love of it proceeds ac-
cordingly. The thought and the ex
pression of love come and go, and have
nv ossontial rclation to our mind
Not 80, however, in God. In the God
head nothing is accidental or tran
sient, but substantial and permanent,
So from eternity the knowledge and
love of Giod are identical with His na
ture, although distinet a; personali-
ties

All divine perfections belong to the
Three Persons, and so, too, all divine
operations in creatures are alike com
mon to the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost. Yet certain operations
are attributed especially to certain
Persons, and this because of certain
relations proper to them. Thus to the
Father as the first principle is attrib-

uted creation; to tha Son, x'mlwmp
tion ; to the Holy Ghost, sanctifica
tion, although the Three Divine Pox
gons share in these operations, The
Son has & special relation to men, be
cause 1o alone of the Three took upon |

Himself human nature by the Incarna
tion, and since He paid the price of
man's ransom as the God Man, so re-
demption is titly appropriated to Him.

¢ Father in

THE CATHOLIC RECORD

s et teliissi—————

While the Holy Ghost, the spirit of
holiness, comes to the world to hallow
it, and being the love of the Father
and the Son, and as such proceeding
from them, the works of love or charity
are attributed to Him,

In the history of the origin of the
universe the Holy Ghost is said to be
the author of order. He is repre-
sented as brooding over chsos, and the
shapeless mags takes shape. Man's
body is created and the Holy Ghost
breathes into it the breath of life, and
Adam becomes a living being. Asin
the natural order, 80 too, in the super-
patural is He, as the Nicene Creed
styles Him, the lifegiver, and all the
wonderful workings of grace proceed
from Him. He it is that speaks
through the prophets, as the same sym-
bol of faith tells us. How intimately
is He connected with the welfare of the
human race. He hag a share in the
mysterious council which first decided
to make man in the divine image and
likeness, and then, when that image
had been disfigured by sin and become
irretrievably defaced, so far as man
was concerned, He offered to do His
part in restoring it. God the Father
g0 loved the world as to give His only
begotten Son to redeem it, the Son,
having volunteered to be man’s victim
of propitiation and to take man’s na-
ture, the 1lolv Ghost overghadowed the
[mmaculate Virgin and she became the
Mother of God. Thus did the Third
Divine Pereon consummate in the In
earnation what from the time of the
Iall He had foretold and promised.

If we contrast the relations of the
Second and the Third Divine Person to
the world we see a strong analogy.
The Son has His mission from the
I'ather, His Incarnation, His Advent,
His Passion, Lesurrection, Ascension,
and glory at the right hand of the
heaven, and Ilis abiding
presence with us iu the Blessed Sucra
ment. 5o, too, has the Holy Ghost His
migsion from the Father and the Son
as well, His advent on Whitsunday,
His indwelling presence in the Church,
which, in consequence, is infallible,
guided by Him unto all truth, His
gporaiions in ihe Seven Saciaineuis,
and His abiding presence by habitual
grace in individual souls ganctified by
Him, and in whom He works by actual
graces.

The Church, conscious of her in
debtedness to the Holy Ghost, invokes
His aid in her most solemn aud im
portant actions. Her councils open
with the Mass in His honor. Hls as-
gistance is implored in the hymns
“Veni Creator’” *‘Spiritus” and
“Veni Sancte Spiritus.” During the
whole octave of Pentecost, His special
feast, all others must yield place to Iiis
Mass and office. Of late years a no
vena of preparation has been pre
geribed to precede Whitsuuday. In
every formula relating to the Sacra
ments His name is coupled with the
Father and the Sou. Confirmation, of
course, is His special Sacrament, and
in it he bestows Ilimself with all the
plentitude of His revenfold gifts. The
priest, who in his ordination has re
ceived the Holy Ghost to enable him
to perform His stupendons office of con
gocrating the body and blood of Christ,
and of forgiving sins, ealls upon Him
at the time of the offertory of the Mass
““to come and bless the sacrifice.”
If we compare the present practice of
the Church with that of the Apostles,
we seo how exactly they correspond.
In the New Testament the Holy Ghost
i3 named ninety times, and forty times
is He called the Holy Spirit. He is
gpoken of unmistakably as a person.
“It hath seemed good to the Holy
(+host—and to us,” declared the first
councili at Jerusatlem in its docress.
St. Paul and Timothy were ‘‘forbidden
by Him to preach the word in Asia.”
‘‘Separate me Saul and Bernabas, for
the work whereunto I have taken
them,’’ was the command He gave to
the Church of Antioch. Ananias is
said by St. Peter to have lied to the
Holy (ihost,” and to have agreed with
Saphira, his wife, to ‘' to tempt the
Spirit of the Lord.” He is the coun-
sellor, the advocate, the consoler, the
sanctifier. He pleads with and for
men, and can be grieved when they
refuse to listen to His counsels and heed
His inspiration. He itis who enlight-
ens our mind to see the truth : who
pricks our conscience to avold present
evil,or to repent for past wrong doings;
who moves the will to do the right, and
fills the heart with joy and peace. Nor
is His action on the soul only moment-
ary and transient, as in actual graces,
but permanent and abiding, as in
habitual graces. He comes and sanc-
tifies the soul, and when sanctified and
worthy to be His temple, e takes up
Ilis abode in it, and abides in it until
driven out by mortal sin.  From Him
comes the first grace, for without Him
no one can say ‘‘ Avba, Father.” Nor
sn any one profess his faith in *‘ the
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(vhost,  So His divine action prt‘«'mli;a
all our interior life, and all our super-
natural acts. Without His enlighten-
ment we should never have been able
to embrace the truths of faith, for it is
in His light alone that we see light,
By what is technically called pre-
venting grace, He takes the lead and
goes ahead ; we have but to follow,
He suggests, we must carry out the
suggestion, with His aid, however,
Ouar part {8 to co operate with Him,
Those who were regenerated as infants
had no part in the regeneration, but
whoen they reached the age of moral
consclousness, the consent and co-oper
ation of their will in their sanctifica
tion became necessary : for God does
not force His grace upon us against
our will, and we have it in our power

to receive the wo of God in vain. or
aven to reject 1t All
| through life this stru on, for

man's whole earthly existence isa war-

fare. On one sido is the Holy Spirit,
acting upon man's better and higher

nature—the spiritual man that should
discern spiritual things ; and on the
other side is the evil spirit, acting
upon man's lower and animal nature—
the carnal man, seeking carnal things.
With unutterable groanings is the
Holy Spirit represented struggling to
give man the mastery iu the combat,
yet must man himself do his part.
And so the operation of the Holy Ghost
in the soul of man must, to be fruitful,
meet with man’s co operation. Thus
the grace of God is said to prevent or
precede, accompany and carry on to
perfection man's supernatural actions.
Again, man's dignity comes from his
origin and his being made to the image
and likeness of God, and from his des-
tiny, which, since the restoration
through Christ, is to enjoy God forever
in heaven. But not the less Is his dig-
nity as a living temple of the Holy
(ihost, who takes up his abode in the
sanctified soul. ‘*Know you not,”
asks St. I’aul, ‘‘that your bodies are
temples of the Holy Ghost?" Hence
the necessity of preserving the body
pure, and the horror of defiling it by
any uncleanness. Soawfulis this that
“‘he who defileth the temple of God,
him will God destroy.” While on the
other hand, ‘‘how beautiful is the
chaste generation !”

But the Holy Ghost acts not merely
in individual souls, but He is the ani

mating Spirit of the Church. He is
the Spirit of Truth, who guides her
unto all truth and renders her infal

lible. He is the Spirit of Union, who
binds together in the unity of the faith
all the faithful, He is the Spirit of
Charity, who knits together in love
the hearts of men go dissimilarin race,
language, education, manners aud
customs, yet who under the influence
of divine charity, could wring from
an unsympathetic world the cry of ad

miration : ** See how these Christians
love one another.” He is the Spirit of
Power, who gives efficacy to the Sacra
ments, the gift of working miracles to
the saints, and readiness of speech and
eloquence to the preachers. He is the
Spirit of Zeal, who makes apostles in
every age, transforming the weak in
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brave, as He changed at Pentecost the
timid disciples of Christ into men who
dared all things for that Name. Thus
do we, as individuals, and as members
of the Church collectively, owe devo-
tion to the Holy Ghost. To Him is due
our regeneration, our passing from the
natural to the supernatural order.
Again and again has He restored us
to this spiritual life by absolution and
returned to abide in the soul from
which, by sin, we had cast Him out

In our confirmation e made us per

fect Christians and soldiers of Christ.
In every sacrament He gives us sanc

tifying grace. And all through life
He has been striving to guide us, by
actual graces enlightening, impelling,
rastraining,sustaining warning. How
often have we turned a deaf ear to His
inspiratlons, closed our eyes to His
light, resisting His counsels, kicked
against the goad, grieved Him by our
heedlessness and unappreciativeness

LLet us resolve henceforth to co operate
with His graces and give Him the wor-
ship and love that belong to Iim by
right. Let us implore His aid, not
only for ourselves, but for all men, as
all are, in the will of GGod, to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the
truth, that we may all know Him, and,
knowing Him, love Him, and loving
Him, work out our salvation with His
assistance, that by Him we may be
scaled to eternal life.

- - o

THE DIVORCE EVIL,

the snwardl int tha
the cowardly intec 1he

Phe, Uncompromising ¥

Cathollie Church

The following clear and councise
article upon the divorce evil is by a
learned Jesuit, Rev. I"ather Power, S.
J., B. A. It was read by him at a re-
cent meeting of a Catholic Truth
Society in England. It is an able
presentation in a brief form of the un-
compromising position of the Church
on this most important of questions.

After quoting the Council of Trent
on the subject, Father Power said: I
have given you the Church's doctrine
on divorce. Now for a striking con-
firmation of it from the mouth of one
who, being dead, yet speaketh. At
his death-bed the Catholic Church has
stood like the rest of the nation, with
no fewer tears on her cheek than they,
but, let us hope, with far more prayer
in her heart, for the repose of the im-
mortal soul of William Ewart Glad-
stone. Irom this great man, whose
white and radiant moral life con-
tributed so much to tha unclonded
splendor of his intellect, I now quote:
“ Re-marriage is not admissible under
any circumstances or conditions what-
soever. My reasons for this view are
—that marriage is essentially a con-
tract for life, and only expires when
life itself expires, that Christian mar-
riage involves a vow before Ged, that
no authority has been given to the
Christian Church to cancel such a vow,
While divorce of any kind impairs the
integrity of the family, divorce with
re-marriage destroys it root and
branch. The parental and conjugal
re'ations are joined together by tre
hand of the Almighty no less than the
persons united by the marriage tie to
one another, Marriage contemplates
not only an absolute identity of in-
torest and affections, but also the crea-
tion of new, joint and independent
obligations, stretching into the future,

and limited ouly by the stroke of

death.”

GLADSTONE AND THE CHURCI'S DOC-
TRINE

Lot me offer one criticism on the
passage. In the view here maintained,
Mr. Gladstone is at one with the one
infallible authority in the worid. He

is, therefore, right. But how comes
he to be right ?  Ilow has he got over

the scriptural difficulty of this text by
my side? He has got over it by his
acceptance of the teaching of the
Church. How does any man believe
in the mystery of the Blessed Tiinity ?
How does any man belleve in the in-
dissolubility of marriage? Assuredly
not from the words of Scripture, which
{8 avowedly obscure ; therefore, from
the interpretation of Scripture, as
given by the infallible Church, I defy
you to fiad any other answer. Only
observe the logical consequences of the
answer. If a man accepts unwaver-
ingly and grasps tenaciously the inter
pretation of this text as infallibly
right, according to the mind of God,
he must, if he be guided and enlight
ened by the everlasting laws of reason,
accept every authoritative interpreta
tion of every text which the Church
chooses to expound. Otherwise he is
driven into the logically untenable
and unendurable position of those who
say that the Church may be infallible
on one text and fallible on others.
From the time of the Catholic con
quest of England by the Roman monk,
St. Augustine of Canterbury, the
Catholic Church was ever striving to
invest marriage with that religious
character of which unregenerate
human nature is always trying to de
nude itself. Here, again, the Church
triumphed. Up to the time of the
‘* Reformation " the English law was
practically the canon law of the
Church, and knew absolutely nothing
of divorce, But the German reformers
kunew a great deal about it, and with
that keen insight into human weak
ness, which is often engendered by
personal vice, they saw in divorce a
bait which would draw many a lustful
coul into their net, And so it befel.

THE GREAT APOSTLE OF DIVORCE
in England was undouotedly the typi-
cal Protestant, John Milton, the poet
His book on the subject is entitled
“The Doctrine and Disciple of Di
vorce, Restored to the Good of Both
Sexes from the Bondage of Cavion Law,
and Ocher Mistakes to the True Mean
ing of Seripture, in the Law and
Gospel Compared.” From a literary
point of view it is a miracla of elo
quence, from a logical standpolnt it is
a mountain of bunkum, sentimental
ism and bosh. At this juncture the
Catholic Church was practically dead
in England, and the liberal movement
towards the legislation of divorce went
fast ahead unchecked. Nevertheless,
the English law, true to its foundress
and mother, the canon law of the
Church, went on its way, utterly
ignoring the popular cry. Jat
Parliament was more pliable be
tore the popular will. To its
everlasting disgrace, while allowing
the canon law to remain the law of the
land, it started a special committe of
its ewn to receive petitions for divorce
from the wealthy classes, who had
some thousands of pounds in readiness
to pay for the new wife, who was to
replace the (11, Parliament had done
much to further Henry VIII.'s divorce,
and had defied the authority of the
Church and the English law together.
It now returned to this game, and pro
ceeded to grant divorces to petitioners
in high places. In 1801 the first female
petitioner appeared betore the House.
There have becn many thousands such
during the past forty years.

In the early fifties of this century
the popular cry for cheap machinery
for the granting of decrees of divorce
grew louder and angrier, till in 1857,
amid much opposition from a handiul
of Catholic peers, the Government car
ried the ever-famous Act entitled *‘The
Matrimonial Causes Act, 20 and 21
Viet., ¢. 85" This Bill provided for

e 80 sm of the throad

1 of the Protestant ecclesiasti
cal courts, and placed all matrimonial
litigation in the hands of the newly-
constituted divorce department of the
probate and admiralty division of the
high court of justice. *‘ It may not
be,” said the mother Church. ‘It
must be,” said the rebel sons of the
Church, and as on another historic
occasion, in the pratorium of Pontius
Pilate, ‘‘their voices prevailed.” Thus
has the Catholic Church in her age-
long struggle for the sanctity of mar-
riage been defeated by the

TWO GREAT SCHISMATICAL BODIES,
the Greek Church in the East, and the
Lutheran Anglican Church in the
West. The reverend lecturer then
went on to describe the growth of the
divorce mania, and illustrated it by
some comical stories of the American
divorce court, the legitimate offspring
of its English mother. IIe continued :
I am not here to ciiticise the Act of
1857. This only will I say, that it
perpetuates the immoral and indefen-
gible theory that the sin of the fallen
man is less than the sin of the fallen
woman., The lecturer, having pro-
ceeded to explain the legal fiction by
which the wife as petitioner can prove
that her husband has been guilty of
cruelty as well as adultery, went on :
We come now to a brief treatment of
the Chaurch’s teaching respecting the
alleged justification of divorce in the
gospel according to St. Matthew, and
in so doing we leave entirely out of ac-
count the following passages, which
allow of no exception whatever to the
gospel law of the indissolubility of
marriage (Mark 10, 11, Luke 16, 18,
Romans, 7, 2, I. Cor.,, 7, 11). We
shall have to be content with compar-
ing St. Matthew with himself, thus :

A 1) ‘*Everyone that putteth
away his wife, saving for the cause of
fornication, maketh her an adulteress;
2) Whosoever shall marry her when
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committeth adultery, (3) And he that
marrieth her when she is put away,
committeth adultery (Matt. 19

The first passage presents no diflicuity:
the second does, but not all the second,
for No. 3 is perfectly clear and corres
ponds to No. 2 in A. The obscurity if
any exists is centered in the clause
‘“ except for fornication.” Now would
you be surprised to hear that there is
some doubt about the genuineness of
these difficult, or so-called difficult,
words. Perhaps the greatest of all liv
ing authorities on the original Greek
text is Dr. Westcott, Protestant Bishop

of Durham. Now this illustrious
scholar has his doubts about this
clause., The Catholic Church has
given

NO DECISION IN THE MATTER.

She leaves it Lo critics o nght it out,
Some think it may yet have to go.
This opinion I, for one, repudiate
most vigorously. Let the text stay as
we have it. We are not afraid of it.
Now is this claus> obscure ? I say it
is not, but I don’t count. You say it is.
‘If it is,” says the Church, ‘‘ leave it
to me.” It is a matter of life and
death. The truth must be got at some-
how. IfIam not allowed to remarry
after divorce, it is as much as my im-
mortal soul is worth even to think of
such a step. If the text is obscure
what are we to do? Christ, who spoke
the words, has quitted the earth and
cannot explain His meaning to the
greedy ears of man. But He has left
us the Chuich on the rock, and she
speaks. If any man says that this
passage, be it clear or be it obscure,
sanctions remarriage after divorce, let
him be anathema. If he remarries
after this warning he falls under the
curse of holy Job, ‘‘Cursed be the por-
tion of the adulterer on the earth.”
But, my friends, is the passage, I ask
you, really so obscure as it is said to
be ? Give me now the whole vigor of
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she is put away, committeth adultery.” | your attention. B (1) is, a8 you
Matt, 522.) B (1) Whosoever shall | identical with A (1 Now
put away his wife, except for fornica- | clause ‘‘except for tornicatior
tion, (2) And shall marry another, carried over into what I have mar

as B(2)? Ith B is a ney
case all by itself. In the hurried a
highly condensed style of St. Matthew
the Greek relative pronoun for *‘whe
80" is sometimes omitted, and I supp's
it here in thought,

Thus I read, * IV.»vo shall marry
another committeth adultery,” i, e
after having put away his first partner
as in B (1), Tosum up: We have
two distinct cases of adultery in the /
passage from St. Matthew, and three
distinet cases f the same in the passage
b Two of three cases exactly corre
spond to the two in A The middle
one (2) stands by itself. 1 propose
then, not to run the clause ‘‘except for
fornication” into the second case, but
to take a breath after it and then read
on. Thus, in the mere act of reading
the ditferenca between B (1)and =) i
brought out. What an awful thought
for those who wrest Scripture to thein
purposes that if I choose to make
a pause I keep that clause out ol
connection with B (2), and I con-
fine it to B (1), and 1 have for ever

SWEPT AWAY THE MISERABLE PROP

they thought to find in Seripture for the
practice of divorce, thus illustrating
the truth of the words of Shakespeare,
‘‘There's no damned error but what
some sober brow will bless it and ap-
prove it with a text.” Is the famous
text obscure still? To me—no, but, ag
Isay, I do not count. For you, unused
as you must be to the close analysis
you have heard so patiently and intelli
gently, perhaps, perhaps, some obscur-
ity remains. Then is it not well that
we have the Church for our Mother
and our guide through the dim recesses
of faith, and the thorny laby-
rinth of moral questions? Is it not
something to be eternally thanktul for
that when the outside world is clamor-
ing for untrammelled license,under the
pame of divorce, we have the Church
by our side thundering with the voice
of God, ‘““Non licet,” **It must not be,’
ssuring us that the one obgcure
3 > wsnlt n ¢n hap
scure, but means in the mind of ite
{))ivlne Author, ‘‘ Divorce must never
e?"

not ohe
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the active principle of the ingredients enter-
ing into the composition of Parmeles’s \Vege-
table Pills, These pills act speciticallyron
the deranged organs, stimulating to action
the dormant energies of the system, thereby
removing disease and renewing life and
vitality to the afflicted, In this lies the great
secret of the popularity of Parmelee’s Vege
table Pills,

There are so many cough medicines in the

market, that it is sometimes difficult to tell
ich to buy ; but it we had alcough,
E affliction of the throat or lungs, we
conld try Bickle's Anti Congumptive Syrup.
Those who have nsad it thinkqit is far aheac
of all other preparations recommended for
such e mplaints,  The little folks like it as it
is as pleasant as syrup,

a cold
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FIVE - MINUTES' SERMON.

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost.

B MISFORTUNE OF A SINNER SEPAR:
ATED FROM GOD,

« 1f thou also hadet known, and in this thy
day. the things that are to thy peace.” Luke
19, 42

Bitter tears we see to day in the
eyes of Jesus. They concern, first the
unbelieving, deicidal city of Jerusalem,
the measure of Whose iniquities will
goon be filled, whose fearful destruc-
tion 18 unavoidably approaching. But
these tears concern no less every ob-
durate sinner, who will not acknowl-
edge the time of his visitation, but by
pis wicked life prepares for himseif
destruction. The Redeemer, therefore,
weeps over the sinner, because He has
compassion on him. But the sinner,
who should be weeping, has no pity on
himself, he laughs and jests, is cheer
ful and bilarious, as it he were the
happiest person on earth. He mocks
and jeers at those who sadden thelr life
by thoughts of penance, who do uot,
like him, drink at full draughts of the
cup of sinful evjoyment. But is he in
earnest with his unrestraived joy ? Is
it truth that comes from his mocking
mouth? Ah ! mo, it is merelying and
deception.  Though exteriorly his
countenance mirrors sunshine, joy and
hilarity, ah ! what bitter torment with-
in, as soon 48 it becomes quiet and
tranquil around him ! Then he is con-
stantly reminded of death and eternity,
a voice calls loudly within him which
cannot be quieted. Like the trumpet
of juigment, it calls to him: Woe to
35u miserable being ! you are an
enemy of God ! Woe, if now the hand
of death should seize you! you would
be irrevocably lost, a reprobate for all
eternity.

At Syracuse, in Italy, reigned a
tyvrant named Dionysius. He was
feared and bated by every one as an
oppressor, but he himself, lashed by the
furies of a bad conscience, lived also in
constant fear and disquiet. Oua hear
ing oue of his slaves lauding him and
wishing to be in his place, 1if only for
one week, Dionysius summoned him to
his presence. He clothed him with
maguificent garments, surrounded him
with & numerous retinue of servants,
and bade him be seated at a tabie laden
with delicious viands.  All was hilarity
and good humor. Suddenly the happy
slave raised his eyes to the ceiling and
behold, his horrow ! He becams pale
with fright, fled from the table, and re
fused all the proffered grandeur. Aund
whence this sudden terror 7 He beheld
above his head a sword suspended
by a silk thread ; at any moment the
thread might break, and hislife would
have been lost. See, unhevopy sinner,
this is your picture. You, too, are
seated at the banquet of joy and pleas-
ure, but above your head hangs the
sword of divine justice on the frail
thread of life, At any moment the
thread may break, and the eternal
Judge may command the angel of
death : ‘‘Take your scythe and cut.”
You know not, O sinner, whether you
will see the morrow, but you do know,
that if you die as you are now living,
you will be a reprobate for all eternity.

Oh, horrible condition of the sinner,
separated from God ! He, like the
prodigal son, has left his fatner’s house
and sits now with the swine, i. e, his
evil passions, which the devil gives
him to feed ! He has become like those
poor Israelites, who under Pharaoh,
had to serve asslaves in cruel bondage.
As they were obliged to fatigue them
selves with the hardest labor, from
early dawn till late at night, amid
hunger and stripes, so must the sinner
in the ignominious slavery of Satan,
weary himself day after day, and re-
ceive as reward only the lashes of a
bad conscience, a prefigure of the hor-
rible punishment which awaits him in
eternity. Picture to your mind a rebel
whom the anger of his royal lord has
seized and cast into & deep subter-
ranean dungeon, to languish there in
chaing for life. Is this perhaps the
sinner ?  No, it is not he: for human
language is too poor to paint such
misery. Sinner, you are a prisoner of
Satan, a servaunt of hell, you are a hor-
row to the angels, an abomination
Heaven, you are—tremble, poor worm
of the earth,—you are an enemy of
God !

Terrible truth ! should not your heart
tremble 7 Should not your hair gtand
onend? Should not your blood con-
gealin your veins? God your foe !
God, from whom you have all, and
who can deprive you of all ! God, who
gommnnds the abyss, and it engulfs
Core with his adherents. God, who
beckons to the water, and it rushes
from its shores to inundate whole coun-
tries! God, your fos, who can moment
arily hurl you body and soul into hell,
to burn there eternally ! This God is
your foe. Oh, greatness of misery !
And you can still remain an enemy of
God? Youcan continue another hour
In g0 pitiable a condition ?

Oh! that I might therefore call to
youin the depth of your soul: ‘‘If
thou also hadst known, and in this thy
day, the things that are to thy peace,
but now they are hidden from thy
tyes.” Luke 19, 42. Daluded being,
you still count on many days, and you
consider not, that perhaps in the next
hour the clock will have run down for
you. You speak only of the mercy of
God and think not of His sanctity and
Justice, which are equally great and
Unfathomable. Oh! that you might
Xnow what it is to lose Heaven, and to

urn eternally in the consuming flames
of hell, truly, you would not tarry a
moment to reconcile yourself to God by
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Penance, and to save your soul for the
hever-ending eternity. It is yet time, |
but your hour may be near. The!
Redeemer will yet be a loving Saviour '
10 you, but perhaps you will soon see |
lim on His judgment seat, to hear




