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NOTES OF THE WEEE.

THE MAYORALTY.—It seems to
us what the time has; at Yast, come
te take a definite gtand in this mat-
ter of the mayoralty. All that could
be wrged in regard to the guestion
we have repeated over and ' over
agein. The hour for action Has
swuck, and unless we move at once
wws may Jose our turn in the civic
<hair. Read the press, especially the
Fremch press, and you will sée that
it is generally conceded that the
next term belongs to the Irish Cath-
olies. We alone_seem not to recog-
nise that fact, or at least, tp seri-
owsly consider its importance. While
the leaders of public thought, and
the Bbest elements of each section of
tho commiunity agree that “‘if turn
there be,”’ it is that of the Irish
Cathol there is nothing to pré-
vent others from t:\'king advantage
of our apathy, stepping into the
breach, wresting the position from
us and then telling us that it is our
owr fault since we did not "seem de-
sirous to enforce or even to milc

im our right. We trust that 1
fone another e of this paper ap-
peard some practical steps will be
teaken in that direction. Don’t be-
lieve that we can afford to let mat-
tees run Lo the last hour aad then
wake up to a realization of the sitv-
tier: with any hope of suceass.

Presupposing that a mo
will be at once commenced we insis
ugon the shortness of the time at
our disposal, and we ask that none
of it be squandered in vain at-
tempts to bring out any other than
men who are likely both to accept
amd to win. We know of a number
of Irish Catholics whose names
would most likely be suggested, but
who, for private or for other rea-
sens, could not and would not ae-
caépt. The moment a man, no matter
hesv eligible, clearly states that he
wveuld not aecept the nomination, let
his desires be respected, do not lose
time secking in vain to convince him
against his will; but proceed at
once to select some one who would
be ready to accept the nomination.
TBut just as soon as a nominee' can
be placed in the field®Wand let that
be as soon. as possible—the simple
duty of each one is to lay aside all
pcx:sonal, all political and all other
censiderations and to rally around
hem from the very initial step. By
this means we can Send a man into
tho fleld, fully equipped for the oc-
casion:

In ovder to .attain this desirable
and even imperative end, it-is neces-
sary that action® 'should be taken
immediately; otherwise, we will, as
usual, be too late.
~OUR CONTRIBUTORS.—In this is-
swc we publish a very pathetic ‘and
timely story, from the gifted pen of
Miss Guerin.The mention of the writ-
~or's name is a‘sufficient guarantee of
the: est. ~ and the information
that the readers will find in perusal
of the story. Eike all other subjects,
wwhether in verse or in prose, that
Miss Guerin touches there is a pecu-
liar charm sbout it. that art of im-
parting “which = she so unfailingly
Possesses. The only fault ~to  be
found, far as Miss Guérin is con-
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members “than they are accustomed
10 receive from Englishmen. Amongst
other noteworthy remarks of Mr.
! Asquith is that in which he gives
, the Irish’ eredit for the passage of

the Finance Act in 1895. This piece
of legislation did not directly ocon-
cern Ireland and was far removed
from being an Irish question, yet,
the Liberal Government of the day
could never have carried it had it
not been for the solid support of
the Irish members. He also shows
that the Irish representatives - were
faithful to the lefter to their agree-
Jment with the'Liberal Party. By
taking the course he did, Mr. Red-
mond has again proven himself a
worthy and capable leader. As
rule, Irishinen, in their goodness of
heart, are ready to forgive and for-
get to accept for its face value
i every atom of praise bestowed upon
| them. Mr. ' Redmond demonstrated
that he is a cool, calculating
eeing politician; and such is ex-
the man that Ireland needs at
this eritical period,

A SECOND CENTENARY. — On
Tuesday last, the 15th instant, the
community of the Grey Nuns, on
Guy street, celebrated the two hun-
dredth anniversary of the birth of
the Venerable Mother d’Youville, the
foundress of the Order. While the
event was one of a family, or rather
community celebration, it still was
characterized by a solemn y and an
‘“‘eclat’’ that was befitting the occa-
sion. During the Mass, which was
celebrated by Rev. Abbe Adam, of
the Sacred Heart parish; three of
the Sisters—Sisters d'Youville, Ste.
Croix and cques—commemorated
the fiftieth anniversary of their reli-
gious profession. It would ‘be no
e task to relate the history of
the progress and development  of
that splendid community, = since the
day - when the noble widow, - the
saintly child of old Varennes, laid
the basis of its establishuient, Fig-
ures - speak more powerfully than
words. At this moment the commu-
nity of the Grey Nuns) consists of

and about 100 lay

At present they care for

hildren and about 225 old

men and old women. In Canada, the
United States and the Northwest,
they have 24 orphans’ homes, 14
refuges for the poor, 10 hospitals, 4
dispensaries, 10 depots for gratuit-
ous distribution of food to the hun-
8Ty, 4 houses for the protection of
girls; 11 industrial schools for In-
dians, 8 schools, and one establish-
ment for the blind. That the happy
inspiration of Mere d'Youville was
blessed by Heaven none can deny.
It is always with a peculiar “and
profound satisfaction that we notice
the progress made by our religious
communities, and that we  thank
God for the liberty enjoyed in this
land, ‘compared to the tyranny that
oppresses the religious ' orders in
otiher lands. And we Pray that this
enviable boon' of religious fresdom
may long continue to be enjoyed by
our noble and devoted communities,
and that the children of the Vener-
able Mere d’'Youville may find in the
Century that we Commence a = still
larger degree of success than in, the
century that has just passed away.
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THE DIVORCE QUESTION. — Tt
the non-Catholic wprld could only be

‘| riage has taken place, ¢
and she cannot dissolye
words, she cannot all
‘nor can she, under iny circumstance.
permit the re-marrying o
contracting parties during th
time of the other. And be it mavked
that for no consideration, under no
circumstance, in no form, to mo de-
gree, in no mdnner can the -Church
recognize much' less

language of the Scripture, the sa-
cramental nature of the eoftract,
the law governing .the Church in all
ages, the immutable prinolplg At the
basis of marriage, all forbid nost
emphatically the dissolving  of the
marriage tie. Consequently, it ile
non-Catholic'  public,  the 'wcular,
press, the Protestant elemént in
general could only once undefstand
this—and surely it is not hard to
understand—there would be #&n end
to a deal of misrepresentation oi
false reports, of unnemss&tﬁecrim—
inations, of fruitless controversiocs
and of baseless judgmel_lts.

GUTENBERG'S WORK. — It lLas
long been a standard plea ‘against
the Catholic Church, by all Sectisns
of Protestantism, that she has cver
beer. opposed to the Bible, has evén
sought to suppress the art of . print-
ing, has always attempted to keep
the peoplé in ignorance, and above
ali to prevent the faithful from be-
coming acquainted with the Serip-
tures. The Middle Ages have been
styled the “‘‘Dark Ages,’’ because it
is claimed that during those ceutur-
ies following the crash of paganism,
and the shock of the so-called ' Re-
formation, the Catholic Church—the
only form of Christianity then cxist-
ing—had persistently kept the lght
of truth from the people. It was
only, they assert with the inven~
tion of printing, and the advent of
a novel facility for the making ‘and
circulating of the books, that .the
human mind  became emancipated
from the iron grasp of the Church.
When Gutenberg, of Mainz, printed
the first Bible, whith was the first
book to come from his rude press,
the power of the Catholic Chiirch
was shaken as it never had been be-
fore.

Now all thesesagrors, historical
misrepresentations, and literat false-
hoods have besn disproved times out
of mind. It -is unnecessar
over again the countless d
the undeniable facts that confound
the advocates of ‘this anti-Catholic
cause. From the beginnming, down'to
the time ot printing being discover-
ed, it is admitted that the Serip-
tures were preserved by the Church,
that the Bible wa# saved fron total
loss by the hn,nds( of the laborious
monks that transcribed it for ' the
benefit 'of the wotld. But what is of

| most. importance; ‘at ‘the present mo-

ment, is'the invention of printing
and the uses made of that art ia.its
very initial stages, Sage T
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