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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published on the first and
fifteenth of each month.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and furnishes the most
profitable, practical and reliable information for farmers, dairy-
men, gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.

a. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION—S$1.00 per year in advance; $1. 50
if in arrears ; sample copy free. European subscriptions, 6s. zd.,
or $1.50. New subcriptions can commence with any month.

3. ADVERTISING RATES—Single insertion, 20 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is
received for its discontinuance. All payments of arrearages
must be paid as required by law.

5+ THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered
to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your sub-
scription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.

9. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one side
of the paper only.

1o. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such
as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents Fcr inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to Improve
the ApvocATE, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables
not generally known, Particulars of Ii.\{»crimcut.\ Tried, or
Improved Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome.
Contributions sent us must not be furnished other r.‘np«rs until
after they have appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will
be returned on receipt of postage.

11. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LiMiTED),

Lonpon, CANADA.
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Cable despatclres from Pretoria, South
state that the supply of army horses is sti
lamentably short of the demand, and scarcely a
single column can place its full mounted strength
in the field. The demand for Canadian remounts.
which our farmers have demonstrated their capac
ity to
continue brisk.

produce successfully, is therefore likely to
Fancy driving or saddle horvses
and heavy drafters bring good prices, so that
horse-breeding is once more on a profitable basis
The horseless-carriage fad, of which horsemcen
were once apprehensive, failed to materialize, and
the bicycle craze is alrcady rapidly
We question if ever the outlook for horse-breeding
was better than at the present time, good brood
mares being about all that is needed to fill the
bill of our special requirements, stallions
imported in fairly satisfactory numbers from
Great Britain. The one menace to the industry in
Canada to-day is the flood of undersized trash.
sonictimes called bronchos, from the far Western
States, which our absurdly low customs tarifi al-

lows to pour into the country.

dying out.
. l=]

being

They are not only
small, but, as a genéral rule, vicious and intract-
able, and used as brood mares will most certainly
perpetuate their bad qualitics, inflicting  untold
injuries, from which our horse interests will never
altogether recover. Every member of the Do-
minion Parliament now assembled at Ottawa will
sce that something must be done to preserve this
great industry from this plague introduced by
Western speculators.  Under reciprocal arrange
ments, properly pedigreed horses for breeding pur
boses pass duty free between the U. S, and Can-
ada, but on all others the Canadian tarift is 20
per cent.  Of late years, a good many of this
Western horse truck has been simply shot and
turned into sausage or fertilizer to make room for
the more profitable cattle on the ranges, so that
they are picked up at §5 or $10 per head and run
mto Canada at a mere bagatelle in the way of
duty The United States. on the other hand, im
Pose w duty of $30 per head on Canadian horses
up to $150 in value, and over that
charge 25 per cent. ad valorem.
gether jue-handled sort of an  arrancement and
the Canadian horse tarifi cannot be ;
any too soon if the indust,
stroyed

valuation
This is an alto

rearranged
VoS 1ot to be de

Such horses are not wanted at all in
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this country, but if their L
not be prohibited entirely, the levying of a ¥30
duty would have a wholesome restraining effect,
and being simply adopting the American rate, our
neighbors cannot surely complain. Our tariff is
not like the laws of the Medes and Persians—
unchangeable. It is an instrument for raising
revenue and promoting our industries by going
cither up or down, as circumstances may deter-
mine. IXor instance, we admit corn free because
to the farmer it is a necessary raw material for
our main reliance—stock-feeding—just as iron is to
o manufacturer. Then, since we do not want our
horse-breeding interests damaged beyond repair,
why not shut out the little Western scrub by the
plan suggested above ?

The Late Thos. A. Browne.

We give in this issue an excellent portrait of

the late Thomas A. Browne, whose death, on
I'eb. 20th, was announced in the last issue of the
" Farmer’'s Advocate.” He was born in London,
Ont., on May 26th, 1853, being a son of the late
ex-Ald. Thos. Browne. As secrctary for many
vears of the Western I'air and of the Ontario
Poultry Association he developed great exccutive
ability, and for the last three years of his Jlife he
proved to be a most eflicient postmaster in the
l.ondon oftice. For his manly qualities, frank and
genial disposition, as well as for his business
capacity, he was a most highly esteemed citizen,
whose death .was a great loss to London, to the
Methodist Church, of which he was a member, and
to his family.

Photo by Frank Cooper, London.
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Rural School Centralization.

A writer in the Forum, referring to a subject

which has been discussed recently in several issues
ol the Farmer's Advocate,” cites a case of cen-
tralizing rural schools in the township of Buffalo
Center in Towa. The system was changed in 1895
For the vear ending September, 1891, the town-
ship maintained six district scheols for six months,
with an average daily attendance of 90 : * for
the year ending September, 1900, ecight teachers

were employed nine months average daily at-

tendance was 290, In 1894 tle total expendi-
ture for all school purposes was £5.03 per pupil
per month o in 1900 it was but 82.31. Not only

has  this  centralization  given  rural children  «
graded school in charce of well-qualified teachers,
With a school year increased fifty per cent., and at
miuch less cost, but it has made the pupils more
punctual, has brought the attendance from 90 to
290, and has had a tendency to hold the larger
boys in school. Speaking generally of the bhenefits
of consolidation, the writer savs “ Though they
would be unwilling to admit it, manyv rural {ax-
bayers would more readily adopt a plan to lessen
the expense of schocls {han one to improve them
But when the same plan improves the schools.
lowers the tax rate, and raises the value of real
estate, the taxpaver oucht to support it. In a
large number of cases, outlving farms that had

been left .because parents wanted better school
advantages, have been  re-oc cupiecd — at  an  in-
creased valuation—sincoe the  consolidation of

schools has  been  accomplished [Land has sold
more readily and at higher prices. Parents who
intended to leave the country for the city have
often heen retained because the citv's hoest bless-
ing was brought within their reach.’

a

importation can-
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The Mare and Her Foal.

As the season in which the majority of mares
give birth to their young is approaching, a few
words regarding this important function may not
be out of place. As the period of gestation nears
its termination, the prospective dam should be
carefully looked after. She should be liberally fed

on good ciean, wholesome food, it being remem-
bered that she has not only hersell to nourish, but
also an almost fully-developed fetus ; and whiln
it is not well that breeding mares be very fat,
they should be in good condition henee, the
amount of rood given should be greater than for
doing the

an lll][’l'l‘gll&llll mare same amount of

work. As regards working the breeding mares,
experience teaches us that the mare that has done
regular work or got regular exercise during preg-
nancy produces a stronger foal than the one that
has Dbeen pampered and has spent the months of
gestation in idleness. The work should be regular,
and light work that requires excessive muscular
or respiratory exertion should be avoided. If she
be of the lighter breeds, and we expect to produce
a foal that will be fust at any gait, I think it is
good practice ro allow her to go short pieces, say
cne-eighth of  a miie or less, at top speed oc-
casionally, as there is little doubt that the habits
of the dam during pregnancy are to a certaim ex-
tent inherited by the progeny, and short spurts of
speed have no evil effect on the dam until the ad-
vanced stages of gestation. It may Le asked then,
il breeding draft mares, why not ask them to oc-
casionally move very  heavy during preg-
nancy ? Thig 1s dangerous, as the excessive mus
cular exertion has a

loads

tendency to produce abor-
tion. In additicn to good food in proper (quan-
tities, and regular exercise, the mare should have

free access to water of first-class uality As the
period of parturition approaches, the work or ox-
creise should be decreased, but not entirely sus-

pended I have known brood mares on farms to
be worked on the plow or other farm implenient
until sviptoms  of immediate parturition  were
shown, and then to te unhiteched and give birth
to a foal in the field, and in an hour or two the
little thing follow its dam to the.stable. Still, I
do not consider this good practice. For at least
a few days before parturition, she should not be
asked to perform steady work, but should have
regular exereise in the yvard or lot. She should
be carefully watched. There is a somewhat pop-
ular opinion (I might 5ay superstition) that it is
unlucky to watch a mare when about to foal, but,
fortunately, this idea is gradually becoming un-
popular, and there ave many
wise to keep -carcful watch. This is the most
critical period in the life of the oflspring. and
often also of the dam, and a little carelessness on
the part of the owner or attendant now may be
followed by the loss of one or both If the act
(which is essentially a physiological act) be per-
formed in a normal manner, no extraneous inter-
ference is  needed, but, unfortunately, it is not
seldom that conditions are such that human aid
Is reqguired.

reasons why it is

Obstacles which are removable. or
malpresentations which may be rectified, may pre-
sent themselves to retard or totally |1|‘(*\'<*;1t de
livery. The fetus mav be born in unruptured memn-
branes, and il not relieved will suffocate ; the
umbilical cord may not become disconnected ; the
dam may be lving so close to the wall or other
obstruction that delivery cannot take place, or
she may be vicious and lack maternal instinct,
and, if not prevented, iniure or destroy her foal.
In fact, there gre many reasons why .\h;* should le
watched I'or at least a few weeks Lefore she is
expected to  foul she should have a nice clean,
roomy box stall, in which there are no mangers
or boxes. The stail should be
and a little slacked lime
every day and clean
toms  of

regularly cleaned
scattered on the floor
litter given As the symp-
approaching parturition (such as the
becoming more pendulous, and as a con-
sequence a falling down of the museles of the
croup and back often the appearance of a little
mspissated  colostrum, generally  called wax, on
the teats : a swelling of the vulva. and partic-
ularly an uneasiness and g

abdomen

more or less excited
) ston) appear  she  should  be
carefully watched. The person to whom she is in-
frusted should he one of good indgment, and the
creater his knowledge of the function apout to
take -Mm‘n the hetter Certain preparation
should he nmiade e should have at hand
a  knife and g picee of  strong  soft  cord, in
case he might he required to ligature and sever
the umbilical cord. and he  should also have a
small bottle of a solution of corrosive sublimate 1
part. water 500 parts. Tf the

and anxious expres

) mare be nervorus,
s ‘f sonmetimes noticed in pPrimipara (mares pro-
ducing their first foal). and {he presence of an

altendant
Vousness,

~appears to irritate or increase the ner
he should keep well out of sieht, hut .at
the <ame time he ahle to see what is coing on
He should not be too quick to j“[_c]‘f@[“(_‘, should
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