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to the U S while the Reciprocity Treaty was in 
force was, $34,435,803, yet this period is habitually 

spoken of as affording remarkable evidence nf the 
advantage of reciprocity. The period covered the 
time of the civil war in America which, by drawing 
so many from productive employments, enlarged 
the market for foreign products, hence the tem­
porarily large increase in exports of Canadian 
modifies to the States in the reciprocity period. 
Between 1854 and 1864, while reciprocity was jn 
force, the excess of imports into Canada front the 
States over Canadian exports to the States was 
$54.332.435’ so the treaty was quite ineffective in 
bringing about an equilibrium of trade between the 
two countries, as was anticipated and foretold. 
Since 1866 the record has been as follows, the 
totals being given for the States and Great Britain :

discover what the object is that we are to be invited 
to promote by adopting " reciprocity." Now it is ob­
vious that, if our " increasing surplus" products are 
of the same nature as the increasing surplus products 
of the States there can be no mutual exchange of 
such similar commodities. If Canada, for example, 
has wheat to spare for export, and the States have 
w heat to spare for ex port w e cannot sell our wheat 
in the States, nor can we profitably buy their wheat, 
there can be no reciprocity between competitors in 
the same line of business. 1 he basis, the “ raison 
d'etre" of reciprocity is the existence of the follow­
ing conditions. Each country must be [the pro­
ducer of a certain class of natural products, or manu­
factured goods that arc required by the other 
country, but which are not produced there or arc not 
produced ar economically as in the other country. 
There must be a need, a want, a deficiency of supply, 
on the part of both countries, which need, want, 
or defective supply can be provided by the other 
country. These conditions existing there is an op­
portunity for some reciprocal arrangement for 
facilitating the needs ol each country being supplied 
by the other. How then docs Canada stand in this 
relation, and what light is thrown upon it by the 
records of trade between this country and the States ?

Reference is generally made to the cfleets of the 
Reciprocity Treaty in force from 1854 to 1866 bet- 
tween Canada and the States. The records are 
interesting but useless for argumentative purposes, 
as, since that period, this Dominion has entirely 
changed its political and commercial conditions. 
From 1854 to i860 there was no “Canada" as is 
assumed ; what is now Canada was divided into 
Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns­
wick, 1’iince Edward Island, Rupert's Land, British 
Columbia, which were independent of each other. 
Canada had practically to import all the manufac­
tured goods she consumed. The trade record 
under 12J-4 years under rccipiocity with the States 
was as below :

com-

Vliltwl sut*».
Kiport» t»». Import» from. Kvport» to. Import* from.

«treat llrltnln
tear

$ $ * -
1-68 .. 22,.187,846 22,1160,132 17,90.3,808 37,617 125

.. 34,939,694 45,189,110 38,659,511 67,996,945

.. 22,850.439 48,002,074 45,917,793 37,252,769

.. .97,754,436 65,147,243 47,011,180 61,679,762

.. 39,470,209 46,410,296 40,481,984 .19,167,644

.. 36,307,004 62,339,796 64,080,49.1 32,629,340

.. 36,451,807 74,824,923 101,998,818 32,011.461

.. 64,501,394 102,080,177 107.737,968 44,279,983

1873
1878 . 
188.1 . 
1868 .
189.1..
1898..
1900

The increased exports to United States between 
1868 and 1900 were as follows, amounting to 
$32,113,548.
Increase in export. of Mining pro]

" •' fishery ••

Manufactured products 
Animals................... . ...

» 22,961,626 
1,2 6,209 
4,962.613 
3,774.862 
1,532,197

ads

34,439,067
2.325,539lew decreases in sundries.

Total increase in exports, 1868 ic 1900. *32,113,54s

The following shows the respective amounts of 

the agricultural and manufactured products of 
Canada exported to the States and Great Britain in 
a series of years from 1868 to 1900.
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$ 15,2m ,9% 
12,02:1,615# 
7,74^,7:16 
2.02 V >6 
7^tlî#,0î#0 
8,N2l,V2t#

......... t 8,794,412 *24,073,408 *

.........  11,118,289 27,741,808 .

.........  21,276,614 29,025,349 .
1867 ........ 22,108,916 <24.138,484 .

. 18,784.836 *3,604,626 .
. 19,2-7,868 28,109,494
. 23,572,796 22,695,928
. 22,724,4-9 22.676,613

18,611,025 .20,673,070 . 
. 17,484,786 27,619.814
. 29 608,736 26, >74,621
. 33,2 I,,40.1 2■‘.829,4-2

Year.1851
18*6 * II t
1816 1859 4 056,310

1873 ........... 7,466,272
. 10687,329
. 9,474,740

4.292.640 
, 15,443,211
, 27,747,140 
. 21,674,965

8.136,017 1,107,409 682,-5!
6.416 374 1,428,748 1,541,698
6 977,038 2,224,273 983,027

11,9-9,2-0 1,211,189 1,603,274
10.306,278 1,762,894 1.632,025
4.132 165 2,454,009 .3.56,3,837
1.131 293 4,960,806 2,829,510
2,041,110 5,626,173 4,857,413

I HIM 1878
1849 
184,0 .

1883
876,868 . 

47,976
1888

1861 1893
2,062,045 

IV,135,028
1862 l-98. 

1900..1863
3,0.14,112 
4,435,001

1966 , 9 n, ilia. 48,528,629 24,-28 880 21,699,748

1864
l 81,5

The percentages which the dutiable and free im­
ports bore to the total imports from Great Britain 
and from the United States for the same years as in 
above tables were as follows ;

Total ».......... 2%,055,495 330,491 298 32,093,705 66,529,508

The total excess of imports from, over exports
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