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FIRE INSURANCE IN CANADA IN 1gco.
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FIRE INSURANCE IN CANADA FOR 32 YEARS,
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Tug UNITED STATES NATIONAL LIFE UNDER-
WRITER'S ASSOCIATION  will meet at Portland,
Maine, on 11th to 13th September,  On latter day
the members will be the guests of the Union Mont-
real Life Co., of Maine,

PROMINENT TOPICS.

The Census question will not “down” Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, in his address at the Toronto Exhi-
bition, sai¢ he was expecting Canada to have 6,000,
000, so his anticipations were astray to extent of
nearly 700000. The Premier, however, took the
ground we did last week, that the marvellous material
progress of Canada in last 10 years is so great as to
be ample consolation for the Census disappoint-

ment.
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Numbers of cities and towns are preparing for a
new, local Census as the authorities are certain the
official figures are incorrect. That there is some-
thing wrong about the Ontario returns is palpable.
The Census gives the increase in number of families
sinces 1891 as 37,051 and only §3,657 more people.
This involves what is incredible, viz., that those 37,
og1 additional families comprised an average of
only one person and a fraction, which is a species of
family not generally known. A “family,” so called,
of less than two persons seems a contradiction in
terms. Quebec is returned with 31,310 more fami.
lies, and 132,435 more people, “which gives the
family average of over 4 persons. This is a very
moderate allowance as the usual average is § persons
to a family. There is evidently room for a Census
audit,
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The allusion to the Toronto XExhibition in our
Toronto correspondent’s letter suggests reflections in
regard to this city, which are more justified than
pleasant. Does Montreal take full advantage of its
magnificent, its unrivalled advantages and opportu-
nities for extending its business interests and dis-
playing to the world its pre-eminent rank as the
national port of Canada, as well as the commercial
Metropolis of the Dominion ?  Few would give this
an affirmative answer, were they to doso it would be
a rash reply. Here this ancient and modern city
stands at the head of ocean and inland navigation,
the entrepot of a nation's products and a nation's
purchases in foreign markets. The very pressure of
the trade forced by natural conditions upon Montreal
has been sufficient to raise this city to its present
condition. The history of the city has been like the
child’s game, *open your mouth and shut your eyes
and see what I will give you" Montreal has
opened its mouth, has done a good deal of eye-shut-
ting ; and Providence has filled its mouth with good
things, with very little enterprising exertion to secure
\he bonus conferred,  The city lacks initiative enter-
prise, it takes things up that are pressed on its atten-
tion, with more or less energy, but the self-help spirit
is ata low ebb.




