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1918 experience of the fire companies in the Mari
time Provinces was favorable, the figures for the 
three years are no better than the average, and 
in the case of Prince Edward Island are, in fact, 
very bad indeed. The results of a conflagration at 
Summerside in December, 1916, persist, and with 
the limited premium income available for the 
Island Province, it will probably be several years 
lsefore the average ratio gets down to a normal 
figure. As fire underwriters are well aware, the 
favorable experience of 1918 in the Maritime Pro
vinces was followed by a bad experience in 1919, 
and this will doubtless be reflected in a larger per
centage of loss value statistics covering four years 
are available.

There are some curious fluctuations in the 1018 
experience of the companies by classes. In com
parison with the others, the foreign companies 
have particularly heavy loss ratios for that year in 
Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan, while the 
Canadian companies make an abnormally poor 
showing in New Brunswick. While there are 
Ixnmd to be some differences in the experiences of 
the companies, such wide divergences from the 
normal as those noted suggest poor underwriting 
judgment in certain cases, and possibly a “letting- 
down” by local representatives.

The utility of these statistics will increase with 
time, and in the course of a few years there should 
lie available a very valuable body of information 
regarding the expansion of the business in the 
various provinces, the provincial distribution of 
premium income, and the loss experience by pro
vinces.

The attached tables show the 1918 experience 
of the different classes of companies operating in 
Canada under Dominion license, and the other 
table the combined experience of all companies in 
1018, and for three years.
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