
6 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL January, 1912 January, 1912

the official organ. Mr. Q. S. Uetlle, 
Rock House, Hunter St., Bertram», 
Johannesburg, is the editor. Judging 
from the contents of the first issue now 
before us, the S. A. Bee Journal has a 
most useful and successlul career ahead 
of it, and we congratulate Mr. Oettle 
upon its production.

* * *

The Australian Bee Bulletin
At the same time we learn of the 

demise of the Australian Bee 
Bulletin, or rather of its incorpora
tion with the Australasian Bee Keeper. 
Editor Pender in referring to the am
algamation of the two pa|>ers remarks 
that the production of a monthly issue 
of a bee paper is not one of the easiest 
things imaginable, nor is it always a 
profitable undertaking. We sympathize 
with our brother, but at the same time 
take the opportunity of congratulating 
him most heartily upon the high level 
of excellence attained and maintained 
by the Australasian Bee-Keeper in the 
past, and we trust that with an increas
ed circulation which will be insured by 
the amalgamation our contemporary will 
be enabled to achieve yet greater suc
cess in its efforts to promote the inter 
ests of the bee-keeper and of the bee
keeping industry in Australasia.

* * *
The “Big" and the “Small" Bee Keeper

Whilst at the recent Toronto conven
tion we were discussing the ethics of the 
bee-keeping industry with a successful 
producer of honey and we were consid 
erably surprised at the lack of sympathy 
which our friend exhibited towards the 
small bee-keeper. With him the latter 
was a sort of bug-bear, a creature to be 
crushed or exterminated. "Tax him out 
of existence” was his cry. The same 
spirit showed itself when we touched 
upon the matter of co-operation. Our 
friend, skilled in his profession, and for
tunate in his markets, did not recognize

the need of any combined ameliorative 
efforts seeing that he himself was not 
requiring any such assistance to attain 
a high degree of success.

We fear that his was not an isolated 
case. In spite of all the arguments ad
vanced in favor of an effort to organize 
the noney producers, tne matter was al
lowed to drop in Convention without any 
pretence to a debate. The fact is that 
the hundred or so big ^ bee men that at
tend Conventions cannot be said to be 
at all representative of the thousands of 
bee-keepers scattered through the ‘coun
try, the majority being located at dis
tances far too great to permit of their 
being present at these annual delibera
tions. We wish to be frank. A truly 
representative gathering should be ready 
to consider more particularly the need» 
of the great mediocrity, who, as in-all 
walks of life, after all form the majority.

Whilst we do not suggest for one mo
ment that anybody should be celled up
on to make the slightest sacrifice on be
half of his neighbor, yet we may he per
mitted to remark that the sympathetic 
consideration of the needs of our less for
tunate brethren is a religious duty, look 
upon it from any standpoint we will. 
The editorial letter files contain ample 
evidence as to the necessity of some en
deavor being made to assist the smaller 
bee-keeper. Motley Pettit, in organizing 
the county associations is doing much 
along these lines, and could the rank 
and file be made to realise their obliga
tions in the matter, they would not be 
content to rest until such times as they 
received a stimulus from headquarters 
tc bestir themselves. The County As
sociations in fact furnish the bee-keepers 
of Canada with ample opportunities of 
getting together and forming coopers- 
live societies. Net in the small bee
keeper, educate him, teach him the real 
value of following modern methods of 
manipulating his bees and marketing his 
honey, and he will become a valuable

asset to the hee-keepinj 
stead of a "bug-bear" oi 
he has frequently been
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