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colonies, wintering, and producing the 
homy—yes, and a thousand and one 
little things that only experience can 
teach. In this way you could be earn­
ing your board and fair wages while 
learning your business.

In regard to the amount of money 
that can be made from bee-keeping, It 
is like all other rural pursuits—It de­
pends to a great extent on the season. 
It is no get-rlch-quick business; still, 
if rightly followed. It will give you as 
good returns one year with another 
as any business of a rural nature, 
considering the amount of capital In­
vested and labor required. About five 
dollars per colony, spring count clear 
of all expenses, is a moderate esti­
mate of the profits from the business 
—that Is, run wholly for the produc­
tion of honey without any special care 
to see what might be accomplished; 
but If run by an expert on high-grade 
methods, then $15 or $20 per colony.

Here is where the specialist has a 
great advantage over the man who 
divides his capital Into two or more 
channels. These men soon find that 
they have twice or three times the 
trouble to contend with, and only a 
third or a half the capital to use in 
making a success of any one of the 
several lines they have taken up; but 
the lack of necessary capital Is only 
a small factor, for that can be got at 
the bank, but the necessary Intellect, 
business capacity, and experience can- 
net be borrowed, and without these 
elements to success there Is only one 
alternative, and that Is and always 
has been, simply failure.

Then there Is another thing to take 
Irto consideration. It Is pleasant to 
have a paying business that requires 
your time only about half the year, 
and that the pleasant part, when you 
can be out doors and enjoy all the

pleasures of nature's spring and sun 
mer. With me It Is a real pleasui 
to breathe free air, unsullied by eithi 
bell or whistle calling me to labor.

I will now take It for granted tha$ 
you have spent one or two seasons 
learning all that you could durl 
that time from some competent perj 
son, and you still want to follow be 
keeping. I can not advise you to g< 
slow, as some do. That "go slow" 
a blight on any man. First be su 
that you are right, then go ahead win 
willing hands and a good stock 
perserverence ever ready to overcoi 
the unexepected troubles as you mi 
them. Make up your mind from 
first to take good bee literature; hai 
good bees; use good tools and hive 
and then produce good honey. Tf 
pride in your business. If you hai 
taken up queen-raising, forming m 
lei for sale, or Increasing your col| 
onles for sale, or producing comb 
extracted honey, don’t forget to Id 
well for quality. Then advertise 
let the public know what you have, 
you will In a short time not only sill 
prise your friends, but yourself, wl 
your success. You now have a cli 
track and a light grade compared 
what some of us older men had 
years ago. We then had a hard 
of it—no bee journals—no Italian 
no comb foundation, no honey-i 
tractors, no bee-smokers, and no mi 
kot for the little honey we secured.] 

How different now, with our ll 
markets established, where our h(
Is annually sought for, either In sn 
lots of by the carload, and with 
new Inventions and Improved mi 
ods enabling us to produce five til 
the amount per colony as we then 
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