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As years pass on and famlily clircles
are broken and scattered, the remem-
brance of happy times at home will
be very delightful. In Whittier's love-
ly pastoral “Snow-bhound,” nothing is
more beautiful than his description of
one and another who, sitting by the
radlant fire, told stories of childhood
or of wild adventure. Life goes on,
and we drift apart, but the thought
of a hearthstone where father and
mother, auntr and uncles, friends and
neighbors met, will shine like a star
over its desert places.

Every household is in a certain sense
a ploneer, even theough it exists in a
close, crowded city street. It can go
out and make ways of its own. The
pattern it sets will be repeated and im-
proved upon, perhaps on the other side
of the globe. No home lives only to
iteelf. 1t lives for all humanity. The
evenings you and your children spend
this winter may set things In motion
which will go on, anA on, and on, till
the books are opened before the great
‘White Throns above.

THE WANT OF SELF-CONFIDENCE

There are some who never seem ‘o
belleve themselves capable of any-
thing; they see others press forwarl
to attempt and achieve and shrink back
into a desponding Iinactivity. Hav-
ing no faith In themselves, they under-
take nothing and effect nothing. I
they are convinced of some fault or
bad habit, they have so little hope in
being able to cure it that they scarcely
make an effort. If some avenue of
usefulness and honors opens up before
them, they draw back, almost sure
that they should not succeed, and de-
cline to enter. If some duty presses
urgently upon their conscience, they
try to quiet its promptings by plead-
ing inability. Thus their lives pass
away In uselessness, thelr faculties 1o
not develop, or their characters im-
prove, their abilities are wasted, they
dwindle into insignificance, and all this,
not for lack of power, but for lack of
confidence and courage that would set
that power into good practical working
order.

CHURCH S8CHEMES.

Rev. Dr, Somerville sends us tae
following comparative statement of
recelpts for schemes to February 12th,
1910:—Only two weeks remain untll
the close of the financial year. The
subjoined comparative statement shows
that the amounts received are consid.
erably in excess of last year at the
same date, but there is cause for
anxlety regarding Knox College, the
#Home, Foreign, French and Moral and
Social Reform Funds. Presbytery
Clerks who collect from the congrega-
tions their contribution for the As-
sembly Fund should see to it that the
money is forwarded before February
28th, because congregations which do
mot contribute to the Assembly Fund
are not entitled to receive the Minutes
of the Assembly for the year. Treas-
urers will kindly see that all contribu-
tions are sent in allocated as soon as
'possible, as the Church accounts will
'be closed on February 28th, and money
received later will not be included in
the year 1909-1910,

Required
for year
~ ending
1000, 1910. Feb. 28
Knox College .. .. ..$ 5,510§ 6,153 $2,00
Home Mission .. .... 104,164 107,022 250,000
Augmentation .. ... &m g.m %g
‘orelgn Mission .. .. %
Widows' & Orphans’ 9,939 9,330 15,000
and Infirm
nisters' .. .. ... 14564 1,627 19,00
A':.umbly ve aeee seee K687 3,208 8,000
h  Evangeliza.
P;l(:: ce weas sees eo 12,814 11618 25,000
nte-Aux-
Trembles .. .... .. 9210 8%3 19,600
Moral and Soclal
Reform .. ... ... 2828 4,608 11,00
Unapportioned .. ... 21,9% 67,281 ......

292,89 $943,738 $056,80

AN APPEAL BY W.H.M. SOCIETY.

To the minister and session of every
Presbyterian church:

In view of the fact that in the en-
thusiasm of the forward movement for
missions some Important part of the
church’s missionary activity might un-
Intentlonally be overlooked, thus caus-
ing regret later, the Board of the
Women's Home Missionary Soclety
(W.D.) humbly requests that when the
men of your church meet together un-
der the Inspiration of the misslonary
movement to discuss your COngregu-
tion's missionary obligations, and to
formulate a missionary policy for your
congregation, that the work of the W.
H. M. 8. shall be considered as a part
of the missionary work of the church,
and that in the canvass of the entire
congregation women be given an op-
portunity to contribute to its funds.

If as a result of the canvass you
should find that some form of organ-
ization as a part of the W.IH.M.S. is
desirable, we shall be glad to welcome
it Into the society. If not, we shall be
pleased to receive as members of the
general soclety all who may contribute
through your missionary committes
the sum of one dollar and upwards an-
nually to our funds. If you have al-
ready a branch of our socliety in your
church, we trust that through the
movement its membership and funis
may be increased.

Beginning in 1903 with hospital work
at Atlin  the work of the society now
Includes hospital work at seven points,
the support of ¢leven flelds, educa-
tional work, and a large amount of
dorcas work. The charter of the go-
clety under the General Assembly pro-
vides that under the direction of the
Home Mission Committee the work of
the society shall advance as the funds
permit.—President of the Board, Mrs.
John Sommerville; secretary, Mrs.
Donald Macdonald.

GREAT NEED OF CHRISTIAN
TEACHING.

In a sermon published in the
“Western Watchman,” of St. Louis,
U.S, edited by Father Phelan, we
find the following significant admis-
sion:—

“The greatest problem that con-
fronts the church in the United
States to-day is what to do with her
young men. We have met all the
other problems very successfully, but
that problem still remains unsolved.
Our young men are going to destruc-
tion; our Roman Catholic young men
are oiten the worst in the land, In
every great city of the United States
the Roman Catholic young men are
often the worst in the city, and the
Irish Catholic young men are the
worst of all. Ask the police, read
the newspapers; it is the same sad
story. The young law breakers in St.
Louis and every other American city
in great part bear Irish Catholic
names. Take all the notorious so-
called gangs of this city, and they are
made up in great measure of boys of
Irish Catholic parents.” ("B

TORONTO.

A natlve Chinese misslonary in the
person of Mr. Ma Wah, a graduate of
the Toronto Bible Tralning School, has
been appointed to work among the
Chinese of Toronto. The appointment
was made yesterday at the final meet-
Ing of the Presbyterian Foreign Mis-
sionary Committee. Other appoint-
ments made were:—Miss Margaret R.
Gay, a graduate of the Ewart Train-
Ing Home, and a member of St. John's
Church, to serve at Honan, China. Mr.
R. Scofield, a graduate of Manitoba
College, Winnipeg, to work in Y.M.
C.A. and evangelistic work at In-
dore College, Indla; Mr, Hugh Mac-
Kenzle of Winnipeg, to serve In the
mission field at Honan, China. Very
satisfactory reports were recelved of
the work among the Chinese on the
Pacific Coast under the leadership of
Rev. Ng Mon Hing, and of the work
among the Jews In Toronto under Rev.
8. H. Rohold. The latter work Is so
promising that the committee will at
once geck to ralse funds to erect a
rew building for the work at the cor-
ner of Elm and Elizabeth streets. An
evidence of the success of the indus-
trial work In Indla was contained In
a report that contracts for the manu-
facture of furniture for the (Govern-
ment schools had been accepted by the
Miselon Board. Two acres of land
have been purchased in the town of
Kongmoon in South China for ex-
tensl, 0 the quip t, and
on It the Board will erect a hospital
and other buildings. One of the most
gratifying announcements was of the
formation among the Canadian mis-
slonaries and native teachers and eld-
ers at Honan, China, of a presbytery.
This step follows that of a federa-
tion of all the Christian churches of
North China, which has for its ldeal a
united Christian Church in China. Mr.
Jas. M. Menzies and Dr. Fred Auld,
who leave for Honan in the summer
are both to be supported by a promin-
ent Montreal Presbyterylan.

As might be expec ed, the January
Fortnightly Review is largely devoted
to political and Imperial questions.
Hence we have articles on The Naval
Issue; New Estimate for $200,000,000,
by Archibald Hurd; Imperiay and Fir-
elgn Affairs, by W, 8, Lelly; Liberal-
ism and the Future by 8. Brooks; Nav-
al Agreement Delusions: A Letter from
Berlin, by R. C. Long. Then there are
several important subjects, apart from
thosa above noted, treated by leading
writers of the day.

Blackwood starts out well with a
January number rich In good things.
Among the outstanding articles are
The Development of Germany; The
Higher Side of My Office Life, by Sir
R. Anderson, K.C.B.; The Indianman,
by Davi1 Hannay; Mr. Balfour and
Signor Croce. In “Musings Without
Method,” current subjects—political
and otherwise—are treated in a spec-
fally bright and attractive style, Al-
together, the January Blackwood will
be found a very readable issue of this
old-time favorite. Leonard Scott Pub-
lishing Company, New York City.

The Lutheran Church in the United
States has nearly 2,200,000 commun.-
cants and owns property aggregating
over $55,600,000 in value; the benevolent
offerings last year were more than
$2,306,000.

Citizen,” Jan. 1.) We have been of-
ten informed that the confessional
was the great safeguard of morals,
and how fr ly have Pr nts
been held up to execration for taking
their religion from the Bible, instead
of from Moral Theology as taught in
the Coniessional. Of course, Roman
Catholic young are keen-witted en-
ough to see that in their church money
is everything. ‘'Blessed are ye poor,
for yours is the Kingdom of Hea-
ven,” has no place in Mediaeval Theo-
logy. The Bible having been turned
out of the schools, where is the Ro-
man Catholic young man to learn the
teaching of Christ A

Rev. N. D. MacKinnon of Milverton
has recelved an unanimous call from
Caledonla congregation. Stipend of-
fered is $1,000 a year, free manse and
one month's holidays.

The Rev. W. W, McRae has taken
leave of his charge at Beaverton, after
a brief but useful pastorate. He goes
to an important field at Caron, Sask.,
where he wil find an enlarged sphere
for his best efforts. Not only Is Mr Mc-
Rae a virile , but he will be
found ready to take his full share of
the duties usually devolving on a pub-
lic spirited citizen.




