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NOTE AND COMMENT.

The first mecorded Thanksgiving was
the Hebrew Feast of the Tabernacles.

The first national English Thanksgiving
was on September 8, 1858, for the defeat
of the Spanish Armada.

There were but two English Thanks
givings in the last century. One was on
February 27, 1872, for the recovery of
the Prince of Wales from illness; the
other, June 21, 1897, for the Jubilee of
“Victoria the Good.”

Twenty more bodies have heen found
recently by the searchers among the San
Franciseo miina.  They were all found in
the debris of one house, in which fifty
persons were known to have heen, and of
whom only seven had heen accounted for.

Tn one unbroken nocturnal flight the
Buropean bird known as the northern
hlne throat has heen proved to travel
from Central Africa to the German
Ocean, a distance of "1.690 miles, mak-
ing the journey in nine honrs.

The Pope has made public and approv-
ed the report of a commission appointed
by him to consider questions raised hy
higher eritics respecting the hooks whose
authorshin is commonly attributed to
Moses. The report is conservative and
jndicions in it hrief replies to the ques-
tions enbmitted to it.

The Government of Victoria, Aus
tralia, proposes to purchase a million
acres in the western district of Vie
toria for closer settlement. The Honse
of Representatives last week passed a
bill anthorizing an amendment to the
constitution for the payment of old
age pensions from special customs
duties.

The Pope is urged, in a widely cirenlated
letter, to anthorize, in the interest of the
archaelogical investigation, the opefing
of the tomh of the Apostle Peter, in the
Cathedral of St. Peter. Rome. Accorung
to Roman Catholic tradition, the body
of the apostle was interred in this tomb.
Tt is hoped the Pope will authorize the
opening of the sepulchre.

“A new substitute for nickel, called
‘Patrick metal,’ is being placed upon the
English market,” says ‘“The Scientifie
American.” “The feature of this metal
is that it is silver-white right through,
and retains its bright appearance perman-
ently. The lusire does not tarnish with
use—in fact, it becomes brighter. Tt re-
tains a high degree of polish, and will not
rust even under the most unfavorable con-
ditions, nor oxidize easily. Tt iz malle
able when cold and can be easily molder-
ed or brazed.”

In France scientific temperance is rce
mularly tanght and examined in all the
State schools, Tn Belgium temperance
lectures are ondered to be given from time
to time, in all State schools oceassional
temperance lectures must bhe given from
time to time by order of the g t.

The Sunday School Chronicle and other
publieations are vigorously discussing a
volume recently published by an English
dlergyman, emtitled, “Should Chmistaing
Make Fortunes?' Such men ag the mil-
lionaire, George Cadbury, and the emi-
nent non-conformist leader, Dr. John
(lifford, have taken part in the disens-
aion.

A railway disaster occurred at Grant.
ham, England, last week very similar to
the Salishury horror. The engineer of
the Scotch express ran his engine
through the station against signals,
and took the curve at forty miles an
hour instead of ten. The engine dash-
ed over an embankment and turned
turtle, the coaches piled on top, and
the wiole took fire. Ten persons were
killed and many injured.

Mr. William T. Ellis, the religions
editor of the Philadelphia Press, who
left last May for a tour of the world
to investigate the work of missions, is
now in the monntaine of Japan, where
he is recovering from a serions illness,
Mr. Ellis is rapidly recovering and
hopes soon to begin his series of ar
ticles treating the missionary aspects
in Hawaii. Japan, Korea. China, Phil-
lippines, Sineapore, Cevlon Siam. Tn-
dia, Beypt, Palestine, Turkey and Per-
sia.

Cairo in Favnt is now practically the
contre of the Mohammedan religion. Tere
for nearly one thonsand vears has heen
the chief theological seminary where ten
thoneand students are now studving the
relision of Telam and ite lawe  rvitoal,
apologetics, ete., and from this place they
go forth to spread that religion into
other lands. The Fnglish (hurch Mission-
ary Society has here a mission station and
publishes “The Orient and Occident” in
Arhie. which has a Targe circulation and
iw an effective miseionary agency.

Rev. F. 8. Colier, the Manchester
clereyman who is in this eonntry on a
visit, declared in a public address that
he was shocked at the profanity he
heard in Canada. “We have men in
Fngland who can swear,” he said, “but
for obscenity of language you beat us.
You are foul-mouthed in Canada. We
have foul language in England, but
you are obscene. T say this because it
ought to be said.” The worst of it is
that we cannot deny the charge. No
one can walk the streets without hear-
ing the worst kind of language possible.

The Liberal party in England is ne-
gotiating with Russia for an under-
standing with respect to Tibet, Per-
sia and Afghanistan. The difficulty is
that Russia never keeps her agreements
when she finds it convenient to ignore
them. Great Britain might now settle
the boundary questions in her own way,
and Russia would be powerless to pre-
vent it. But she can negotiate, and
by fair promises prevent Great Britain
from fixing the boundaries itself, and
then ignore the settlement when con-
venient. Compromise and settlement

The celebration at Shanghai, next Apri!
of the centenary of Protestant missions
in China, will be one of the greatest
events from a Christain standpoint that
will take place in any land during 1007,
Tt will eall together missionaries, evange-
lists and teachers from all parts of the em-
pire, bear testimony to unity in the midst
of diversity and weld still closer the Chris-
tain forces. Canada, United States and
Great Britain will he represented at the
anniversary,

Tn the “Contemnorary Review” Sir Al-
fred Pease. Administrator in Sonth Af-
riea, publishes an important article in re-
ference to the Natives, which onght to
be well considered by the home churches
on aceount of some strictures on mis
sionaries and their methods, What ap-
nlies to Afriea applies to Tndia and China.
Sir Alfred writes in sympathy with mis-
eions, and acknowledzes the good done
in South Africa. esnecialle by snch men
as Tivinestone. But ho refers to the mat-
ter eo often alloged that the native Kaffir
nntonched hy missions. is a eood-natured.
trnstworkhy  fellow, while the sawalled
Christain Raffir is ineolent and unreli-
ahle: he has Tearned not the virtnes of
Christanity hnt some of the fanlts of
nominal Christain  eivflization.  Qir Al
fred save many missionaries are narrow,
ienorant  of the native's feelines and
raint of view: thev da not see that the
Kaffr is a erownom ohild, and mnet he
treated mneh ae children are. with kind-
nees mived with firmness and discinline.
Qir Alfred is severe on the folly of dress-
ine the natives in Britich elothing. which
ie ta them most unwhaleame and unelean,
The imnortance of this suhiect iz enhanced
by the fact which the writer states that
the Raffira are a virile race. fruitful. and
capahle of ereat advances. &0 as to he a
menaece to onr coloniste and our rle, un-
less thev are wisely handled. These are
no globe-trotter’s rash remarks. hut the
sovions oninions of a competent man.

The first Continental (Buropean) Con-
forence of the Preshyterian ind Reformed
Churches, held at Pragne. Bohemia, An
gust 14-16, was attended hv nearly 120
delegates, of whom ahout 120 were from
the churches of Bohemia and Moravia,
and fifteen or twenty from other lands,
The American churches were ‘enresented
by two delegates of the Western zection
of the Preshvterian-Reformed Allianes,
one of the United Preshytarian Chureh
and one of the Preshyterian Chwrsh in
Canada. Most of the eonsiderable num-
ber of paners read related o Bohemian
subiects. An account of the great Welsh
revival was sent hy the Welsh lalvinis-
tie delegate. two conld not bhe present: a
Scotch delegate. two Enali-h  delezates
and the Rev. Dr. James T. {lo+i. of the
Reformed Ceurch  in America. read
papers, and the canse of the General
Prechvterian  Alliance was presentad hy
Dr. Matthews, its secretarv. Dr. Gond
hopes for much good to acerne hoth to the
Bohemian chmhes and the Reformed!
Preshyterian Alliance from the influence
of this conference. Tt will encourage the
Reformed chureh of Bohemia and Mora-
vin in its struggle againet Roman Catho-
lie supremacy, and it will aid the Allance
in reaching ite aim of getting into closer

are always desirable when dealing with
an h bl who will keep

and it is intended shortly * to introduce
systematic temperance teaching aa an or-
dinary school subjeot. Tn Austria the
Fdueation Department of Vienna have
directed temperance lectures to be given
from time to time in all State schools.

his word. In the present case, how-
ever, Great Britain will probably find
herself bound by inconvenient stipu-
lations, while Russia will not be im-
peded in her advance southward. Since
she cannot push southward in her

and, further, that all libraries mai

for the use of teachers shall contain a
certain number of books treating scienti-
fically of the injurious effects of alcohol.

political diti she is ready
to agree not to do so, and when she
recovers will throw the agreement to
the winds.

touch with the churches in Furope, Dr.
Good regards it as a very honeful sign
that the Bohemian Reformed Church has
no mnationalism in it. What nationaliem
there wns has died out, and the rising
generation of preachers are active, earn-
est and evangelical,

Truth assimilated will Tead & man God-
ward; but truth disdained will drive him
to destruction,




