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Unhappy Madagascar.

Lovers of justice grieved over the Fren

scizure of Madagascar a f
Friends of mis ns felt grave forebodings a9
to the results of Catholie rule in an Island
won for Christ at the cost of many martyrs’
lives se of it8 history the country
commands the sympathy of Christ's followe
ers everywhere

lily begun to justify the fears

The exiling of the gueen came

W yvars since.

a

Events sp
entertained
soon. lately attention has been drawn  to
other quarters of the globe, and Madagascar
The situation,
however, has not been ettered. From
matters
uch vons
trary, in

has largely been forgotten,

French suthorities it @

have beer growing worse,

On the

quist is not completed,

three years the conguerors have been los
much ground; the natives offer a determined
ruggle still goes on,
been driven out, and

resistance; and the

British traders have

the conditions are so uniny

18 that French
oiing forward 1o till the

tradders an

vied their hold on what they
had = woeakening, F France
the venture thus far has been one costly in
men and money, with meagre setur

The Its o th wders are
astrous i the Freneh seized the couns

try it was sald by travellers that pever in

any | were life and property safer than
in the of the H Lossos
by merchy Host unknow Wars
fare

ces
itselt 1 1 Wi COmmon,
and t lug protectior is uie
safe,

The religion of the people has been an
object of attack

lics among the
natives huve been estimated  at Ju,000, the
Prot imber. But
attempts ha |

testants into changing wid their
church property is seized for Catholic uses.
In their ot 1 irely should
have the pray f the Christian ¢
everywhere that the fruits of victo
ready won among them may not be l
der the rule of a power nominally Chr
tian
“ Hook Swinging Ceremony.”

The Rev. Joshua Knowles, in an article in

the “Wide Waorld Magazine wives a graphic
description  of this strange and awful pagan
rite which is still practised in that country, in

florts to etop it.  Mr. Kn

apite
on to say The pain  these devotees  go

8 oS

through for the honor and glory of thelir
ig intense They generally take drugs and in.
toxicants beforchand, but, In any case, the
passing of a large hook through the sinews
of the back must be accompanied with ex
cruciating agony

I wandered about among the crowd for

gome time giving away handbills and con-

versing with the people, but they were g0
exelted that [ fear, from a migsionary point
of view, I made but little impression on them
Yes, they sald, Christianity was wl, but
what did I think of the festival? One and all
were full of high expectation,

BN\

Prosently § heard loud reporte as of fires
arms; and going in the disection T found
they proceeded fromemall mortars filled with
#un powder Anyone could pay far mortars
being let oft, and with the report his sins
wn follows

New away!  So the people said,

wd the heating of tom-toms, the sereeching of
native flutes, the shouts of the crowds. The
canopied end of the long beam was lowered,
The devotee lay prone on the ground below
the end of the beam, and was fastened te
the beam by means of ropes passing under
To some of

his arms and round his chest
the ropes iron hooks were fastenod. The
priests took hold of the tleshy part of the
man s back, squeazed up the tlesh, and fass
the  iron hooks into {t. Some four hooks
were put through  the flesh, A
rudely  fashioned native sword and shield
woere then given to the man. Then, whilst

TNt

th wople shouted, the rope fastenad to the

rend of the long beam was pulled down
man swung upward into the alr,
the sword and shleld and making

convulsive movements with his legs as it

dancing in the aire With shouts and crivs,
Toud beating, m-toms, and screaming
futes, the people took hold of the long cable

8, and strained and tugged til the car
b forward. The place was very sand)y
the wheels sank tnto the sand, so that the
owly, but surely, hows
ed the car round the

work was heavy.
e o
v distance not guite as far as round

Faul's Cathedral, Some of  the men
suspended while the car was dragged
wund three or four times. § should think
that from the time the hooks were put in till
wur passed.

the devotee was | red to the
the ropes unfastened, and the hooks
Laken out of the thesh, § managed to see
cure one of he hooks in faet,

they were take out halfan-i

assiste

in taking [t out of th mans back,

ne persons out of ten attribute the well
FXProssio Man proposes, but God
to the Bible, but it was the good
n his “Iml-
n-oused exe

A, Kempls who s

Comparisons are odious.”  This

s0 far as Kunglish literature I8

ittributed  to John Fortesque,
1in the Idle of 1 tifteenth
¥, but we find n Cervantes, Mar

Burton and Her t, while Heywood

umong his proverb Shakespeare in
hig “Much Ado About Nothing™ paraphrased
it into “Comparisons are odorous ind in

this form the saying has almost as much cur-

rency as in the original

spoil the child™ is generally tho to e
L text from the Hible And in wnee it
for King Solomon said, “He that sparetn

rod hateth his son,” but it is found in
Butlers “Hudibras” in the neater form in

which it s usually quoted.—John
In the August Woman's Home Come

mer

vanion,
—— e

No one can ever becom quite  solitary,

o, quite  miserable, who can truly

it only | have th That is

et when God makes his cons la

tion most ratifying and  abundant, whe

Ve, through distr af body and soul, have

turned from all temporal things to him, and

1 that  raya over shadowing
Theodore Christlich

have lear

tanly thee

“The Loyalty Istands,

The story of the introduction of the Gos-
pel among these wild and degraded trioe i
one of those romances of mission work oi
which the South Seas have furnished wso
many. Mare was the first Island of the
roup to receive the Christian teachers. In
1811 the misstonary brig Camden visited the
island, and croised along the shore in the
hopes of getting into communication with the
people but not a canoe or sign of life ape
poared, and the coast was too wild and fors
bidding for a sailing vessel to approach too
vear. Ultlmately, the Rev. A, W. Murray
Wt the vessel in a ship's boat, and yowed
in near the beach. After a while a canoe
was seen approaching, in which was seen a
native, who shouted, “1 know the true God,”™
It turned out that this man was a native
of Tonga, who, with several companions, had
teen blown away from their own Ilsland seve
vril years before after the Gospel had been
introduced among thelr people. They must
have drifted fully 600 miles before they found
a lunding on Mare. The man was in favor
With the chiefs, and had gained great inflye
ence among the people, wohe was prepass
ety befriend the teachers, and act as ine
terpreter. Thus an entrance was obtained
among the people In a most unexpected way,
and two Samoan teachers were 1oft among
theme who were the first of a band who did
splendid service, When at length European
missionaries were located at Mare, in I8
it was found that, notwithstanding bitter
hostility sin the part of the heahen, notwithe
stanling, also, horrible cruelties perpetrat.
b by European traders and sailors who had
visited the fsland for sandal-wood half the
vopulation, fe, about 4,000 had given up
heathenism and placed themselvew undeg fne
atruction=-"Sunday at Home,"
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“10 Into all the world” this is the message,

The elimax of Christ's word upon  the
earth;

And to fulfill this royal proclamation

The hurch of Christ had it prophetio

hirth
B PN P ——.

Central African’s Going 1o Church.

During the first few years, says the Central
African Gazette of a recent date, there has
heen a great change in Northern Ngoniland,
which well shown by the following extracts
from a letter from the Rev. Dr. Laws, speaks
tng of a recent visit he paid to that country:

S Ngoniland there was a great gathering
ontrast between the old days and

and th
now was to me marvellous,  Services had bes

m on the Wednesday; we arrived on Fri-
lny Next day 309
many with old scars of spear, knob kerrie,

dults  were  baptised,

or hullet, but now, so far as human eye can
better lives,  On Saturday
2 communicant black  and
md 6661 were counted retiving from
wsure where the servicos were held,
veral hundreds had already left, un-
thie to hear. In the native church collection
there were 1,768 coins, amounting to £4 29
v 1-4d: besides one goat, 86 fowls, nine hoes,
12 knives, L2 axes, 23 bracelets, 21 rings, gars
len produce, ete, ete. To my surprise 1
found that there e betweon  twenty and
thirty miles of rowds now in I’'woniland; and
for one the misgion has made, the natives
have made three.  Some of these are from
SIX to nine feet wide, and the engineering
not always of the best, but as the free labor
of the Ngonl seeking to better themselves it
crtainly did surprige me.  There are  still

me of the old fellows left, but their power
for evil is waning, and the younger men from
the sehools are making their influence felt
e the side of righteousness and  progress.
(e fear ds that it may become fashionable
to-he a Christian, and hypoerisy play havoe
with truth,
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