
rn'oviilcil that in lh.it parly-stfilo which is inevilahle in a coniilry
tMiduwi'd asoiirs with .'I parliaini'iiiaiy systi.'in ol' j"^vorimi('iit'

tht'y ivii.lt'r not iL.Mns.dvcs -nilLy ol' any lanll aj^ainsl (Jod',

against nciyhbor or against, aocit'ly ilscll'. In itolitical as in oilier
vvarl'aiL', loyal and lawful aims arc alone allowed; and the end
in view mnsl be the pulilie weal.

Not more in eltM-tion time llian in any other, is any one free
to avoid the law ol' God and His Iwdy will. Not more in matters
politic or civil than in any oilier, llic conslitution ordering yon
lo freely give your voti' to ihr men of yonr choice allows you
any nnju-t or dishoi.e^t nleans to assiirt; theii' trinmpli or that
of your own opinions. Kven were such the will of tht; consli-
tution, il would not be possible. The law of the laud might add
lo the obligations whicli God has laid upon us either bv the
natural law or by His rommaudments, or by the precepts of the
(llinrch, but it is powerless in any case to free'you therefrom.
The civil law will not, therefore, at the judgment seat of
God, absolve you of ihe transgressions of ihe divine law of
which you may be guilty. On the contrary, it will accuse
yon and render yonr condemiialion mont dreadful; for the
faults committed in your public life always involve more or
less scandal, and injure not only a few private individuals, but
the entire commonwealth.

II

ShouliI we. Our Dearly Beloved Brethren, warn you against
the faults into which you may be more easily led dnriui' election-
lime ?

One of the most grievous, assuredly, is perjury. Yon become
guilty of that enormous crime against God and society, not only
when, under oalh, -on tell a fal^ehood or disguise the truth
but each lime ihal yon are wilfully the cause of a false oalh

Beware, therefore, lest, by violating the just laws made to en-
sure honest eleclious, you expose yourselves or others to perjury.
Respect the holiness of the oath by asking or commanding U
only when absolutely necess: v to save important interests or
for the efhcacious protection < justice; for if it is a shameful and


