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At this distance it is not easy to understand why these four

colonies do not agree to take some definite line of action. It is

now close on six months since the Premiers met in London, and

as far as known they have not seen their way to agree on any joint

proposal, owing doubtless to unexplained local difficulties.

Under these circumstances it is not improper to consider if

there be any duty or obligation resting on uf in Canada. The

Dominion is now looked up to as the elder brother in the British

family of kindred nationalities. If as Canadians we have faith

in our destiny as no inconsiderable element of the great Empire,

are we not called upon again to take the initiative? The

mother country awaits a proposal. It cannot well come from

disunited Australasia. If we are to be brought within speaking

distance of the kindred communities in the southern seas, the

first impulse must come from ourselves. Shall the opportunity

which circumstances have presentee* be seized and another proof

given to the world that '* the Canadian government and people

are determined, in all ways, to promote Imperial unity."

Sandford Fleming.
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