
The Dominion Parks Branch, of the Department of the In-

terior, asked Provincial Ministers of AKricultnre to give their

views on the value of Birds. Their answers are given in this

paper. If you think hird protection is unnecessary, read what

th«v *av.

WHY SASKATCHEWAN BELIEVES IN BIRD PROTECTION.

By Hon. C. M. Hamilton-, Minister of Agricuiture,

Province of Saskatchewan.

,^lHE askatchewan Department of Agriculture is pleased to have

1 this opportunity of reassuring- the people oif Oaniada of its

deep interest in all matters pertaining to the conservation of bird

life, more especially as they relate to the promotion of Canada's first

industry. All too often when referring to our natural resources, we

ignore our wild life heritage, and yet, in the final analysis, it is

doubtful whether any other natural resource, at this stage of Sas-

katchewan's history, has > 'elded so niu<.-h in av^tua.1 cash value as

the birds and animals cf our province.

Were it not for the activities of our bird friends, which invade

our province during the season when insect pests are found in great-

est numbers, our farm crops would be seriously damaged, and in

many cases entirely destroyed, as actually happened in many parts

of southern Saskatchewan during the grasshopper outbreak last

summer. More than one intimation has been received of the value

of the birds during this plague. For example, a farmer, near Rou-

leau, reported that his cr.tp was badly infesited'. An official of the

department was instructed to make an inve=Mgation (.f the com-

plaint, but upon arrival at the farm be was informed that bis ser-

vices were not require<l for the " gulls had eloane<l them up." Unfor-

tunately our bird population is considerably below normal, other-

wise these outbreaks would not likely develop to such serious pro-
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