ST. THOMAS AND ITS MEN OF AFFAIRS
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ST. THOMAS, PAST AND PRESENT-—Continuecd

round, and the Talbot road, carried ary, 1874, and the offices of the Canada Soutiiern taken

The roads are good al
directly through the town, is the finest in the Provinee possession of in the same year, although trains had been

The population of 8t. Thomas is at present rated at running irregularly on both roads during the greater part of

seven hundred, and it has doubled within two years. There 1872

are three churches, one of which is very neat, and three 8t. Thomas first hecame incorporated in 1852, and the old
tarern Two newspapers are published, one violently Tory,  town hall, built the previous year by the township of Yarmouth
the other violently Radical 1 found several houses building 1 ty as town and city hall until 1898, when It was super
and, in those I entered, a general a‘r of cheerfulness and well ded by the present handsome new municipal building By
being very pleasing to contemplate I was very act of llament passed in 1 the county of Elgin was
much struck with this beautiful and cheerful little town created from part of the county of Middlesex, and in 1556
more, 1 think, than any place | have yet seen the first court house was erected on a beautiful site given by

St. Thoma now ywn as the “Railway City,” but  Benjamin Drake. In 1898 this fine edifice was so damaged hy
there are citizens who still recall the time when the four-lorse  fire as to necessitate its being practically rebuilt, with nec
tage coach, heralded by a blast from the coachmar rn ury additions, the handsome cut-stone front being, however
dashed up to the “Mansion H s W n Por retained as a central feature
Stanley or Lo the event of the day. A larger number The growth of the eity eastward following the erection
remember the opening of the first rallway London and if the Canada Southern shops and yards continued rapidly
Port Stanley Line d the devastation which it broug N though greatly to the chagrin of the earlier settlers who

1857, or was charged with bringing. to the business of the  fought the inevitable from year to year by every means in
thriving little town-— how the taxes increased and the popula thelr power, and not until the erection of the efty hall on the
tion decreased.  Though present site did they give up the fight as lost. Since then
The never falling brook, the bhusy mill IN8 the growth ¢ the eity has continued without exeiting
T'he decent church that topt neighborin ] 1 i feeling, an 1 result has been the bringing into
till remained, rows of empty shuttered shops and  grassy efu of vacant spaces and the knitting together of the
treets nttested the welght of the blow which the former traggling city of the eighties and nineties. The erection of
prosperity of the town had recelved. Not until the seventis the Re reet subway in 1908 aided in this natural develop
when the rival throug nes of railway—Canads Southers nent and prevented what for a time appeared might develop
and Canada Air L'ne  came, did $t. Thomas revive ito & split between the north and south sides, such as the
There are those who still recount the struggles of W. A iistoric east-end versus west-end controversy that had kept
Thompson from 1867 until 1870 in procuring a charte; for the  the rapidly growing town f two decades in a state of
( 3 R ow he afterward vent to one capitalist afte continuou fe
another represent the advantage f a straight through With the inecrease of several thousand in popuiation in

the past decade, the result of the coming of new manufae

T Ontario how, a i o I the
Oreit Western Company: butlt at \ sme time thelr Loop 10! nd the constantly increasing development of its rail
E:te Peomm (168 throiigh 8t. Thomas & to the Nikg ways, the eity has kept pace by providing improved facilities
Rive \ vell known. and t ‘ X was the and  accomodation 1 chool churches, parks, etc and
ture fn 8 s oF hobdveda: ot thoassnde of Hollave: th throu ts municipally owned utilities of waterworks, light
staglopiant i N S aE ke e : . y et and power | ants and street railway, its eitizens are enjoy
Gihaic) e st PR % P Athida ol 1e convenlences of lern eivie life at a minimum cost
\ ) corporat % f th Today. with a population of 18,000, 8t. Thomas looks
xtende to the t ot far distant when it will be the home
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