"’tent’energles of the people and galvamze such ¢ energies
by teraction w th materlal resources through the ap— _

the Implementatton of the Monrovia Strategy for the -

ymic Development of Africa submitted to the Eco-
n mic Summit of the Assembly of Heads of State and
“Government at- the Organization of African Unity
OAU) held in Lagos in April 1980:-

e first point the Conference Wlshes to empha51ze is-

-that the region is not resource poor either in respect
) mlnerals or-of arable land, of forest or of fishery re-

sources, of animal or of energy resources and that it -
s ﬁrlly, capable of feeding its own population even if

loits only the potentialities of its enormous
er.and lake basin systems. Its rural populations
proven themselves hlghly adaptable toi innova-

’ oved seeds and other lnputs new marketing sys-
ms and so on. It has, however had fastened upon'it

) Wldespread poverty and rlslng

’ ment of technologms approprlate toTthe use’ of theser
i sources estabhshment and management of relevan

tithelr meetmg il

: f £
Addis Ababa in April 1980 the Ministers recommendelft

the Plan of Action forthe Implementatzon of the Monn
via Strategy for Africa to the Heads of State anifl
Government for approval at their extraordinary mestf
ing devoted to the discussion of economic problems d

“Africa in Lagos ngerla the same month: The Plano

Action'was adopted as the Lagos Plan of Action for the| !
Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Ecr
nomic Development of Africa.

Some have called the Strategy and Plan unreah

tic and overambitious. Others have tried to interpr

them to suit their own interest and have invariabljf
distorted them. Nevertheless, both the Strategy, anlf@
Plan, if used consistently as the general framework forf
action at the ‘national, sub-reglonal and regional lev
els, will enable Africa to lay the foundation of a soun
and dynamlc genumely Afrlcan economy.

~ The objectlves and programmes contalned in th

- Strategy and the Lagos Plan of Action can bé achievel

There undoubtedly are difficulties and costs involved
especially when the task is the orientation of the cor §
cept of development and economlc growth in ‘the face Of
atlons w1th 1e: B




