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A fool's table displays bizarre artistry

Robert Desrosiers Dance has

W. Hurst

It's a myth that performing artists
are? by their vocation, adventurous,
Timid safety-seekers are found as
frequently onstage as they are off.

And in Toronto, the adventurous
ones are rare: T..D.E. and the

Robert Desrosiers / Theatre Com-
pany are among the small handful.

From Dec. 17 to Dec. 19, the

Robert Desrosiers Dance Theatre
Castle Frank High School

auditorium of Toronto’s Castle
Frank High School will be taken over
by Desrosiers for his latest show, A
Fool's Table. The programme will
consist of two works--Bad Weather
and the longer title work. If
Desrosier’s record is any guideline,
the evening will be peculiar but
exciting.

In 1981, at Harbourfront, Desro-

Dec. 18, 19 $6. (preview Dec. 17)
8 p.m. (near Castle Frank subway)

photo: Frank Richards

siers turned a bird into a woman and
a mammal into a maniac. A waiter
offered a live head on a platter and
beady-eyed creatures were shot
down as they did a soft-shoe routine.

The only clue Desrosiers offers
about his Castle Frank show is that
its imagery is related to societal
development. Medieval Europe
stumbled into the Dark Ages before
crawling toward the Renaissance.

Although, Desrosiers works inde-
pendently of any particular dance
doctrine, he does not lack this kind
of exposure. He graduated from the
National Ballet School into the
National Ballet of Canada. He lasted
nearly a year on a diet of classical
ballet. Desrosiers also worked with
the Toronto Dance Theatre, a group
influenced by the teachings of
Martha Graham, a modern dance
pioneer.

Between rounds with these two
dance companies, Desrosiers studied
with Lindsay Kemp, the English
performance artist. Kemp uses
masks and mime, but it is his use of
time distortion and non-linear
thought thought patterns that create
his radical theatre.

iImprobable dream

His association with Kemp as well
as certain aesthetic similarities have
resulted in Desrosiers being com-
pared with the English artist,
especially by reviewers who could
not make sense of Desrosiers in any
other way.

However, ‘making sense' of
Desrosiers and his work is decidedly
pointless, if “making sense’ means
quick rational analysis. His work to
date is more a Sensory experience
than readily-categorized stage work.
Pieces such as “Night Clown™ and
“Brass Fountain™ demand complete
attention from the audience but,
conversely, disallow instant intellec-
tualism. The bowl of fire, tight-rope
walker or discordant music are only
a few in a shower of images. By
‘thinking’ the audience might not be
completely aware sensorily. A
moment missed in a Desrosiers piece
IS an image missed.

Ironically, Desrosiers invests his
work with tremendous thought.
Very little is spontaneous once the
work is set. Steps are memorized,
routines patterned and music
scored. He also hand-picks his co-
workers.

Desrosier's wife, Claudia Moore
will perform in A Fool’s Table. She
also trained at the National Ballet
School and has danced with various
companies and independent choreo-
graphers, receiving consistently high
praise. She performs with a grace
yet occasional ferocity that defines
Moore as a unique artist. Like
Desrosier, she studied with Lindsay
Kemp.

However, Moore is not only a
performer in A rool's Table. as she
contributes to production and
design. She has also choreographed
works independently of her hus-
band’s company:.

Joining Desrosiers and Moore for
A Fool's Table are dancer David
Wood and composer Gordon Phil-
lips, both teachers at York. This
production also presents poet Albert
Gedraitis and jugglers.

A Fool's Table may sound a little
mad, a little beyond your immediate
grasp. It may be unlike anything seen
in the Castle Frank auditorium, But
Toronto has a real lack of affordable
theatre space. And, the irony is
suited to Robert Desrosiers and
company.
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Gypsy’s Annual New Year’s Eve Bash

with Cherrill Rae. THE PARTY OF

82. Phone 789-5161 ext. (615) for
Ticket Info.

Cover charge Friday & Saturday
Saturday Ladies Night
Holiday Inn Toronto - Yorkdale
Dufferin St. & Hwy. 401
789-5161
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BURT REYNOLDS GOLDIE HAWN

"BEST FRIENDS" Starring JESSICA TANDY  BARNARD HUGHES ~ AUDRA LINDLEY  KEENAN WYNN RON SILVER
Music by MICHEL LEGRAND Lyrics by ALAN and MARILYN BERGMAN - Executive Producer JOF WIZAN
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CBC FESTIVAL TORONTO
F I Presents

OfF THE GUITAR

Three concerts of great music featuring
NORBERT KRAFT, guitar
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
(beside Roy Thomson Hall, at Simcoe & King Streets)

8 p.m

COMING DECEMBER 17, AT A THEATRE NEAR YOU
CONSULT YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS

41

HERE IS YOUR FREE
TICKET TO THE MOVIES

BRING IN THIS COUPON AND TAKE HOME THE MOVIE OF
YOUR CHOICE ON VIDEO CASSETTE FOR ONE EVENING

ASK ABOUT OUR FREE DELIVERY v WE SELL OR RENT
AND PICK—UP SERVICE VIDEO RECORDERS & MOVIES
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER Watching T.V. is Fun Again — Our Way!

DEPOSIT REQUIRED  +

3275 DUFFERIN ST., TORONTO (JUST SOUTH OF YORKDALE) 789-2965
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Tuesday, January 4, 1983
SERENADE

Norbert Kraft, guitar
Jeanne Baxtresser, flute
Rosemarie Landry, soprano

Tuesday, March 22, 1983 - 8 p.m.
MUSICAL FIESTA

Norbert Kraft, guitar
Bonnie Silver, harpsicord
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Tuesday, February 15, 1983 _ g p.m
VIRTUOSO EVENING
Norbert Kraft, guitar

Moshe Hammer, violin
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Tickets: Series of 3 concerts — $10.00 / Individual concerts - $4.00
For further information, call CBC teket office ar 925-3311. extension 4835 during business hours
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