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York students try to get 
Can. science fiction going

By JOHN OUGHTON
York students Rob Rowland and 

Tiina Kikkajoon, along with Doug 
Caniviet of the University of Guelph 
are undertaking an ambitious 
project: starting a publishing 
company which will feature 
Canadian science-fiction. According 
to a recent interview with Rowland, 
editor, and Kikkajoon, associate 
editor and secretary, the project is 
well underway.

Excalibur: What got you started 
on the idea?

Rowland: It all happened at the 
Secon (Secondary Universes) 
conference in 
Thanksgiving. It largely gave an 
academic approach to SF, but there 

only two Canadians lecturing. 
There were two groups of young 
people at the conference: the 
Canadian kids, and American exiles, 
who were mainly from Rochdale. 
There was a complete dichotomy of 
views between the two groups; the 
American exiles are still thinking in 
terms of the USA.

The thing that pushed me over the 
edge and got me mad was when 
Judy Merril and some others put out 
a broadsheet at the conference to get 
more American professors hired at 
Canadian Universities. That’s 
cultural imperialism! Doug and I 
then talked to Gord Dickinson, who 
is president of the Science Fiction 
Writers of America Association. He 
suggested that the best way to start 
publishing original Canadian 
science fiction would be in 
thology format.

Excalibur: Is this what 
company will try to do?

Rowland: Yes. We’re aiming at a 
book form collection of short pieces 
in the SF category. At present, the 
project is titled Polaris.

Excalibur: Will you do the 
publishing yourself?

Rowland: Whether or not we do 
the publishing depends on Canadian 
publishers and the Canada Council. 
None of the nationalistic houses 
were very interested. The only house 
willing to consider the idea would 
have to get approval from their

American parent company; we 
don’l want to do (hat.

here. This is part of the 
Americanization process.

Excalibur: Why do you think that Excalibur: You mentioned earlier 
Canadian SF has been ignored in the the influence of American exiles 
Pas,? Have they had a real effect on

Rowland: I think that it’s because Canadian SF? 
of the huge amount of American SF 
around, lack of Canadian 
nationalism, and fear of taking risks 
on the part of Canadian publishers.

Rowland: SF was limping along in 
Canada for the last four or five 
years. Science fiction fandom is 
much more established in the USA; 

Excalibur: How well would an with the influx of American exiles, 
anthology such as this sell? the beginnings of Canadian SF were

Kikkajoon: There is a major stifled. We’re trying to get it back, 
market of high school and college- We want to provide an outlet for 
age people. School bookstores young Canadian writers who don’t 
handle a lot of SF, and have a high wish to crack the American market; 
turnover rate. The market is there, at first just with short stories, and 

Rowland: If it sells well in then novels.
Canada, it would be due to a sort of 
SF nationalism reacting to the in­
fluence of the big three in SF 
publishing: USA, Britain and
**u®sia- There is new SF coming out Rowland: The way it is now, 25 
of Poland and Czechoslovakia which percent of SF stinks; 50 percent is 
reflects the aspirations of the people good adventure reading; and the 
there. Australia has had its own SF other 25 percent actually explores 
.or 15years, yet we hear nothing of it modern problems and the future.

Toronto last

were
Excalibur: In what way could 

science fiction be relevant to con­
temporary Canadian life?

Magnione returns
By STEVE CELLE*1

Last September Chuck Mangione presented his Friends and Love 
concert at Massey Hall. Incredible was about the only way to describe 
that concert So accordingly Martin Onrot has managed to bring 
Mangione-s complete entourage back to Massey Hall for what will most 
likely turn out to be an even better concert.

For Toronto, the concert will be a rather unique occurrence. Chuck 
Mangione is a composer, performer, music lecturer, and conductor. His 
musical knowledge includes a vast understanding of rock, folk, jazz, 
gospel, and classical trends. Because of his background, Mangione is able 
to manipulate various aspects of many differing types of music to 
completely express a desired feeling. At age twenty-nine Chuck 
Mangione can already be described as a "renaissance musician”.

Mangione is intensely interested in the symphonic sound as he is a 
firm non-believer in the fallacy that the large orchestra is dead. It is his 
opinion that the spectrum of sound that an orchestra can produce is 
limitless and his goal is to explore the new sound that can be created for 
the symphony today.

Accompanying Mangione on the 29th of this month will be a forty-five 
member Mangione-selected symphony orchestra and instrumental and 
vocal soloists, including Esther Satterfield, Stanly Watson, Gerry 
me wood. Gap Mangione (Chuck’s brother), and Lew Soloff of Blood 
Sweaty and Tears.

The concert takes place at 9:15 pm, Saturday, January 29 
tickets are from $4 to $6.

Hugo McPherson 
lecture enjoyable

By CARL LIBERMAN
On Friday, January 14, the Per­

forming Arts Series offered its 
second in a series of lectures. 
Hugo McPherson on The Arts; 
Affluence and Exploitation. Dr. 
McPherson is the former head of the 
National Film Board, and is 
presently the director of a new 
graduate programme in 
munications at McGill.

Thanks to his vast knowledge in 
the arts, his pleasant speaking voice 
and simple language, the lecture 
was enjoyable. He was generally 
negative in his lecture, but he did see 
some hope in the arts scene. He 
pointed out the irony of the Canada 
Council which is run by rich 
politicians who give out money to 
poor artists. Another irony is that 
artists need a certain amount of

flexibility monetarily speaking, and 
the Canada Council politicians are a 
very inflexible group.

Dr. McPherson came out strongly 
against nationalism in the arts and 
viewed art as having no boundaries. 
He raised many questions, one of 
which was how to divide up the 
money among the various groups 
that need it. The problem, as he sees 
it, is that many of the previously 
private supporters of the arts, 
serve 
government funds.

One encouraging note is that 
McPherson offered a lot of 
possibilities in overcoming the 
problems. The situation is not 
hopeless. The only unfortunate 
aspect of the lecture was that there 
was a very small turnout.
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LA CHASSE-GALIRII présente

GILLES lake a trip to Canadiana and lunch 

at the Half Wjv Houselave

M

VIGNEAULT
AU MASSEY HALL rn:

kj?
Our Bill of Fare includes Old Fashioned Dutch Oven Pot Roast- 

Mrs. Stong's Sausage and Sauerkraut; York Style Bacon and Beans; 
Pioneer Filet Steak and Upper Canada Pea Soup with Bacon and 
other hearty Settlers' Dishes - 
surroundings.

We are open seven days a week from 11:30 am to 4:30 pm, we are 
fully licensed and recommend reservations for Sundays at 636-4713.

samedi, le 22 janvier, 1972 à 8H30
Billets: '2.00 - ‘3.00 - ’4.00 - ‘5.00

h vents b IA CHASSE-GALERIE
13 Glebe Road Wwr 
Toronto
MASSEY HALL
17t Victoria 
Toronto

LIBRAIRIE CHAMPLAIN, 82, rue Church 3644345 
LIBRAIRIE HACHETTE, 607,rueYonge

many
at reasonable prices in historic

Tel.: 416-9985

The Half Way House Tavern
Black Creek Pioneer Village, Steeles Avenue at Jane Street.923-4678

THE urn EXPERIENCE GRUMBLESJEWISH STUDENT FEDERATION
FILM SERIES 

Tonight

By the Producer of “Z”
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THIS WEEK
t DAVID RAE» ii*- THE CONFESSION NEXT WEEK

MICHAEL COONEYYVES MONTAND-SIMONE SIGNORET
* * French with English SubtitlesTfVJ:,
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MM mi wmnWTK* », me IT PAYS

C lew Wen Diene, Productions

TODAY, THORS. 8:30 P.M.STARTS FRI. JAN. 21
Towne & Countrye Cinemas
Yonge & Steeles 222-1196 

SPECIAL STUDENT DISCOUNT PRICES

TO
Lee. Hall II, Room L 
Admission 75 cents ADVERTISE


