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by Geoff Ineson

One reference text... another
reference...so many of them...my
RomeoandJuliet book ends are sofar
apart now, I'm becoming convinced
they’re strangers. Dictionaries of criti-
cal terms, dictionaries of literary
terms; it seems everyone wants to get
their coin from the jargon, as it were.
But which is the most economical for
all intensive purposes of study?

As luck would have it, [ scored!
And [ mean big league scholastic eru-
dition. The Harper Handbook to
Literature is perhaps the most quin-

“The truth shall make you Frye”

The Hamper Handbook to

tessential point of reference avail-

able to university students. Well re-
ceived in many Western universities,
this comprehensive collection of lit-
erary terms has set a standard of such
books to come. “More an encyclope-
dia than merely a glossary of terms, it
includes entries on periods, styles,
formsand movements,” touts an uni-
dentified writer on the back of the
book.

This work of grear intellectual
breadth and comprehension, ad-
dresses itself to the manifold needs of
today’s student of the humanities. It
is an up-to-date reference text for the

Literature

serious Philosophy or English acad-
emician.

Now deceased Canadian scholar
Northrop Frye headlines the erudite
and comprehensive book published
by Harper Collins. He is renowned
for exploration into many interest-
ing fields in English and Philosophy.
His theories of rhetoric are still well
celebrated...hey, you don't eamn
nearly forty honorary degrees for be-
ing misunderstood, do ya?

Sheridan Baker and George
Perkins, the other two contributing
authors, are also well known for their

works in previous handbooks aimed
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at enriching the undergraduare ex-
perience.

“ ... its examples,
are indeed
compatible to the
verbal experience
of the average
undergraduate.”

Towards the end of the book is a
“Chronology of Literature and World
Events” which I'm sure was not a
light endeavor in itself. It too is a
helpful piece of quality information
to have on the desk.

Personally, I see the book to be a
skeletal structure that provides aread-
able writer’s road-map into the par-
ticular fields of knowledge. A pinna-
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cle reference book amidst a fog of
inferior attempts! Goodbye to Pen-
guin and RKP; good-riddance to
Broadview and Fawcett.
Understanding is the bottom line
of this handbook. The scope and
presentation of this book, and its
examples, are indeed comparible to
the verbal experience of the average
undergraduate. And in keeping with
the Frythian tradition of criticism,
the handbook itself takes the ex-
treme-Plaronic chair in challenging
the modemist thecries of art with
post-modernist argumentation.
The Harper Handbook to Litera-
ture, by N. Frye, S. Baker, and G.
Perkins. ISBN (Soft) 0-06-0422173.
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