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For most of you, this notice is unnecessary. One reason for it is to protect your intereste.

The Board of Deans has recently received many reports, and has seen evidences, concerning 
thefts of various types on the campus. The Board has, therefore, instructed me to make public 
its intention to have criminal charges laid against those responsible for theft where there is evi
dence, whether or not they be students.

The Board will maintain its previous policy of referring breaches of University regulations to 
the Student Discipline Committee, but feels that criminal actions must be dealt with in the 
criminal courts.

The penalties for theft can be severe, ranging up to a prison sentence of several years, but 
equally important from the point of view of those intending to enter professional careers, are 
the social consequences of having a criminal record. Regardless of the penalty imposed, anyone 
convicted of a criminal offence is fingerprinted, and may be debarred from entering a number 
of professional careers, including law and teaching in public schools. A criminal record may al
so prevent the possibility of emigration to the United States or to other countries. It would be 
a barrier to most civil service careers. In many cases, the social consequences are much more 
severe than the actual penalty imposed by the courts.

It is pointed out that such actions as taking books without payment from the Bookstore and 
removal of even small items of property without authorization from various University buildings
are thefts.

The Board of Deans trusts that this warning will prevent situations in which students acquire 
criminal record as a result of petty theft.

The authorities at St. Thomas University and Teachers' College are in full agreement with 
this statement.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL STUDENTS
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D.C. Blue
Secretary of the Board of Deans

February 16,1971
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