by Tim Enger and Mark

After seemingly endless hours of
practice and an exhibition game or
twelve, the two University of
Alberta basketball teams finally
begin regular season action tomor-

. row night at the Varsity gym.

On Friday night at 6:45 p.m. the
Pandas take to the floor against the
UBC Lady Thunderbirds. At 8:30
the Bears tip off with the T-Birds
men’s squad. Both UBC clubs are
cusrently unranked in Canada.

Saturday. night, though, will be
the real tester for both Alberta
clubs as the two University of Victo-
ria teams come to town under the
leadership of head coaches Ken
and Kathy Shields.

If there is a more successful
‘coaching couple anywhere in the
world they must be something.
Ken’s Vikings have won the Cana-
dian championship for the last six
years running while Kathy’s
Vikettes have won the national
crown four out of the last six years,
‘while taking the Canada West con-
ference an amazing eight of the last
ten years.

Both teams are ranked number
one in Canada.

The Pandas breezed into the
Christmas break with a 69-54 humi-
liation of the Brandon Bobcats on

Dec. 7th. They continued their suc-
cess over the holiday season, plac-
ing third in the Martlet Invitational
at McGill. On the strength of their
64-63 win over McGill in the tour-
nament semi-final, Alberta moved
up in this week’s rankings to
number seven in Canada.

So, the question is whether the
Pandas can continue the momen-
tum that they have built up towards
the end of the exhibition season as
they -begin to face their toughest
competition yet. At least a split is
necessary this weekend in order
for Alberta not to find itself behind
the eightball right off the start of
the tiny, ten-game season. That
means a win over UBC is almost
imperative, as Alberta hasn’t beaten
UVic in several years.

As for the Bears, they find them-
selves unranked at the present time,
but-in much the same position as
the Pandas.

But there’s only one problem
“UBC is a bit of a mystery team
because they haven’t played any
Canadian teams yet,” says head
coach Don Horwood.

UBC annually has been a door-
mat in Canada West, but worse
than that their neighbours in Victo-
ria have been a powerhouse. This
year UBC’s Athletic Department

Gymnasts off to UBC

The Panda gymnastic team will
travel to Vancouver Friday for a

dual competition against last year’s’

Canada West champions, the Uni-
versity of British Columbia. Veteran
team members Heidi Ross, Donna
Spaner, Shelley Spaner and Tracey
Frith will join rookies Michelle
Graham, Lara Edmonds and Diane
Patterson to make up the team ros-
ter this weekend. Fourth year team
members Margie Drysdale (knee
injury) and Carrie Nawata (school
committments) will miss the trip.

Coach Sandy O’brien is optimis-
tic about the team’s chances this
weekend, but as she points out, the
team’s major goal will be to obtain
CIAU National Championship
qualifying scores for as many gym-
nasts as possible.

On the mat — The Pandas didn’t
compete over Christmas but in-
stead trained right through the
holidays. . . Shelley Spaner was ill
and missed some training at Christ-
. mas butis ready to compete in B.C.

.. Stanford University in California
has invited the Pandas to a meet

which will also be attended by

NCAA division | schools Oregon
State, Cal. State Fullerton, and Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley.
That meet will go Feb. 7th.
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Dellotn Brick Road

went fishing for a new coach and
their first stop was the Island. Word
has it that they waved big bucks in
front of the face of UVic coach Ken
Shields, hut he wouldn’t bite. They
then approached Lethbridge’s Ken
Olynyk and our very own Don
Horwood.

After neither of those men would
take what was probably somewhat
of a lesser offer than Shields
received, UBC finally lured the 12-
year veteran coach of the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg, Bruce Enns. With
an unsettled situation to step into,
Enns failed to set up any Canadian
competition for his pre-season
schedule.

But Horwood is wary of the T-
Birds. “We can’t afford to look past
UBC to Vic,” elaims Horwood.

The heart and soul of the Vikings
is seven foot post Cord Clemens.
“We’ve got to keep Clemens out of
the game,” notes assistant coach’
Steve Roth. “He can virtually score'
at will inside. When you’re seven:
feet tall there’s a lot of room for
error under there.”

“He spent the past summer with
the National team under (head
coach) Jack Donahue. What we'll
have to do is drop a guard inside to
double team him and hope that he
has to pass the ball back outside,”

- said Horwood.

Whatever the Bears try to stop
the man from the Faculty of Exten-
sion, Cord Clemens and the Vik-
ings will provide a formidable
opponent for Alberta come Satur-
day night...especially if the Bears’
record is 0-1 going into the game.

place. ..
booth ...

14804 Stony Plain Road
452-9088

hair grooming exclusively for men

10th Anniversary Special
We are offering all University Students

A $10 CUT!

Includes wash, cut & style.
(Offer good until May 1986. I.D. Card must be shown.)
P.S. Looking for a break between classes? Make our place your
to shoot a game of pool.. ..
or just grab a friendly cup of coffee!

12848 - 97 Street
478-1095

get a shave. .. use our suntan

8621 - 109 Stree.
432-0055

MEXICO

OoFEBRUARY 15-23

@ Return Airfare

Mexico
® FROM $579.00 QUAD

® 9 Days/8 Nights in Mazatlan

® Accommodation and Transfers
® Travel Cuts Representative in

Plus $45.00 service charge & taxes

Reading Week In
TheSun

eFEBRUARY 16-22
® 7 Days/6 Nights in Waikiki

® Return Airfare

® Accommodation and Transfers
e FROM $699.00 QUAD
Plus departure tax

BOOK EARLY! SEATS LIMITED!

" ® 49 TRAVELCUTS
& 4 Going

MAIN FLOOR SUB @ 432-2592

YourWay!

Mike Suderman steals arebound over 7°0” Cord Clemensin last year’s stunning 89-76
playoff upset of UVic. A rare game and a rare occurrence for the Victoria centre.
Photo Bill Doskoch

- She plays

towin

She’s competitive. She likes a challenge.
She’s also a team player.

She’s got what it takes to become a
Certified Management Accountant.

If you’re trying to decide about your future, call us.
You might be the player we're after.

Get a head start. Find out now what courses wiil
give you advanced standing in the CMA program.
Our program specializes in management
accounting and related management subjects as
well as financial accounting.

Call: 428-6828
Toll Free: 1-800-232-1998
or write to:

The Society of Management Accountants

Canadian Commercial Bank Tower
1205 - 10104 - 103 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta TS] OH8
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