
CANADIAN COURIER

PEOPLE AND PLACES
Litile Siories by Land and Sea, concerning the folk nbo move hilber and tiUher across the face of a Brg Land.

THE RING AND THE BOOT.
1IEY stili have a few ingering touches of the old way

and colouir in the West. Even Edmonton, the fur
1, andl Calgary, the cow town, have not got qiite be-
l it, though each is doing its best. A wedding the
r day in one of the towns tributary to Calgary, de-
strated tfhat the curse of civilisation is trot yet too
'Y on t'he land. The event concerned a Calgary reýal
we Mnan and a young lady of Higli River. The cere-
Y was perforifed in the Englisht churcli of that charm-
little wooden town in the cow lands now given over
7initer whea't. A large crowd was present; even the
s 'being full. One of the Calgary papers had a real
correspondent on the scene, and hie had Vhis to say

hie wedding, which did flot proceed in quite the con-
louai way:
WVhen the moment arriveil for the bridegroom to

[luce the ring, Mr. Dreyer, was ;observed to fumble
'OLIsly in. his pockets. He wen't through hbis clothes
ftully, but no ring. A slight titter arase amongst the
,regation, and the brother of the bride moveil up
9side the bridegroom in a somewhat: threatening
ner, evidently thinking that Mr. Dreyer was on the
t of 'backing out on a technicality. Snch, liowever,
not the case. The ring bhai merely slipped through

)le in lbis pants pocket an'd dropped down into his
Sitting down on the altar -steps with a very red

the unfortunate man pulleil off his boot andl sliook
the ring. In performing this operation lie discloseil
le1 in the heel of his sock about the size of a dollar or
Ilar and a haif.
'High time you were getting married, young mar,'

Lked the clergyman, as he resumeil the service."

TWO RINGS AND NO LICENSE.

EdmnontQn a few years ago took place a wedding
rather more remarkÎaýble than this. Thie daughter of a
«ed Hudson's Bay factor living in Edmonton was to
Slarrieil to a trader from the far north. This wedding
was held in a dhurch and was as high a function as

ety and organ music could makce it. The Lochinvar,
e'ver, bail corne from a very remote landl up near Fort
rnan in thie Great Bear Ignd, w'here marriages are
~informal. Tu the first place he quite overlooked the
that it was necessary to have a license. Arriveil at

%hrch with the .guests assembleil and -the organ silent
the principals ýanil seconds aIl duly in place, hfe was
'ývardly a>skeil for bis license, only to find that he had

P~ ont and g et ont. So the service -was beld up untîl,
vas aide to hustle out down town anil find the jeweller
il Whom- he had bouglit the wedding ring-a formality
eh be thoroughly understood. But wrhen the ceremony
uiflder wvav again andl it came to the part wliere the
Si~s t'he thing, the liridegroom discovered to bis coid
'zemfent that te was unable in any of his pockets to finI
thing. He searched them al-tut there was not even
'lein any of them to show where, the ring miglit have
e to. At last lie located the ring; pulleil it out with
~luisli and put it on the bride's fin ger-horribile visu!I
'as a pewter ring usel for trading 'to the Indians.
enl the ceremony was over andl lie, got out into thle
led fresh air, lie locateil the real ring stuck on a hlale
li knife.

THE NATIONAL HYMN PROBLEM.

ýXTROVE RSY over a national anthemn i s growing of
late. T'liree or four newspýapers have got into thie

ýli0ion. The Toronto 7'elegram lias been assiduouisly
ekiflg the wvords of "O Canala"-the bone of conten-

Theondon Advertiscr defends thie Frenchi Can-
bYmun, but not holus bolies-contending that if En.g-

wordswerewritten to the tune it mnig'ht rival if flot
t "Te MpieLeaf" in Ontario. The Windsor Record

s tOprove that the Advertîser talks gif., It contends
t "0 Canada" is mn-sically too complicated and that
"'aple L.eaf" is simple and therefore universal. The

gets back learnedly ut the Record som~eWhat as fol-

"Trasition is the word commonly used, flot modula-
The beautifuil and easily-sung Russian, Austrian
Fench national anthems'are far more thtan "O
lad"extranleous in their meiody, and coniseqtuen'-tly

ridte Rccord's condemnation even more severely
Lvallee's work, for the 'removes' it refers t» are

r"eus modulations, or, in other words, modulation
(es em~ofe from thie given key, the ver>' 4hing which

while that of "O Canada" is standard in form and capable
of the broadest yet simplest harmonic treatment.

T\VENTY-FIVE YEARS 0F HISTORY.

S INGULAR how almost everything bas its prophet.
Many will recaîl the famous josepb Cook, whose

Monday lectures in Boston excited sucb a furore among
plain people and wlio a few years hefore bis death lec-
tureil in Toronto. Mr. Cook was a man of remarkable
insiglit and lie had paîd mucli more attention to Canada
than niost of the orators wbo came over here under Major
Pond. It was twentv five years ago wlien this big Boston
divine visiteil Winnipeg andl made a prophecy that caused
even the cunning 'Peggers to think lie was a shade rosy
in bis views. Speaking before one of 'bis Boston audi-
ences 'le said:

"It 'bas been my fortune lately, in Manitoba and iii
British Columbia, to meet witli experiences which have
given me a new conception of t'he dignity of the Canadian
Dominion. Conversing wi'th a professor of a nniversity
in the beautiful and energetic city of Winnipeg. wbile a
map of North America was opened before us, I put my
comupasses down, one foot on St. Paul, and left the other
swinging about the cbart. 'Now,' said I to my informant,
'bow far north must I carry this loose foot of the compass
to reacli the furtherest 'border of your good wlieat lands?'
'You must carry it north,' said 'le, 'to the Peace River in
Athabasca. 'On the baniks of that stream the huffalo and
their yonng may be seen feeding on grass on the iotli of
May.' I opened the compasses until tliey reached the
Peace River, some i,500 miles nort'hwest of S.t. Paul. I
then swung the compasses arounil, andl their northernmost
point. wlien carried east. stood in the Atlantic Ocean, and
wlien carricil to the 4outh it stoodin the Gulf. Incredible
as the assertion may appear, there is more arable land
northwest of St. Paul than east of it."

CANADA'S ONLY MUSIC HALL.

T HE onlýy music hall in Canada worthy of the namne lias
lately become a bone of contention. Tlie trustees of

Massey Hall in Toronto are asking for exemption froîn
taxes. They dlaim that the 'hall lias a debt of six thon-
sanddollars; that it is not a money maker and neyer was;
but tliat if there were no taxes to pay, it would te possible
to improve the hall an'd possibly instal a grand organ. Al
this is asile fromt -the fact that in the original agreement
witli Mr. Hart A. Massey the hall was to be free of taxes;
but that a legisiative lobby killeil the exemption-and the
City Council of that period let the matter drop; which
was ut test a poor thing to do. No one doubts the value
of Massey Hall to the cause of music in Canada. To Hart
Massey alone it is due that Toronto lias a large public
'hall capable of being used for concerts, plays, politiýcal
and religions meetings andl conventions; a hall that seats
nearly tliree thousanl five hundred people; that is
equipped with ahl the necessities and a few of the luxuries
of convenience. To Massey is owing the fact that To-
ronto lias a -hall better th-an Buffalo, Detroit, or Cleveland
or Montreal. In fact there is nocity in America outside
of New York, Cliicago, Boston, Pittsburght and Cincinnati,
perhaps that lias a hall better than Masse>' Hall. The
fanions Orchestra Hall in Chicago is less large and more
beautiful; als:o more up to date, being built only seven or
eîglit years ago. Carnegie Hall in New York seats seven
hunî,red fewer people but lias a larger cubic capacity, be-
suIes tavinie five floors. Boston Symphiony' Hall is.
smaller but lias better acoustic properties. Built in 1894,
Massey Hall is not so modern as halls w'hich have been
buiît within the last decade, during which acoustics have
been specially studied. But as halls go it is a long way
the best in Canada and aniong the ver>' best in Amnerica.
Tt was in the faîl of [894, a few months after Masse>' Hall
was opened by Torrington's Festival Chorus, that the
evangelist Moody held a series of meetings in 'that place.
Mr. Massey -one evening occupied bis box. At te close
of the sermon Mr. Moody turnel to the Masse>' box and
pttbliclythankled Mr. Masse>' for his gift of a hall in
wtvich nearly four thouisanl people coul listen to a ser-
mon. Now there is vague rimoi.ur of Massey Hall beinz
sol. This, liowever, willi scarcel>' be donc, lThe enliglit-
ened public of Toronto are proud of Massey Hlall and
would be strongly' in favour of exenipting it f romn taxa-
tion.

DALHOUSIE NEVDS MORE ROOM.

D ALHOUSIE COLLEGE islanother of the eastern
concerns that are growliin--even while it is the

fastion to say publicly that the east is pastorallv marking
time andi watc!hing thie west make histor>'. Halifax is
prould of Dalhousie, which is thie Iargest educational in-
stitution in Nova Scotia. Dalhousie is responsible for thie
expentiittire of ut least a hundred thonsunsi dollars a year
in Halifax. The College needs more room. Tt will be
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