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A Saskatchewan Festgesang
T HE yearly festival and compettion of the Sas-katchewan Musical Association was held in

Moosejaw a few weeks ago. For three days
Moosejaw was filled with music. The evening of
the third day a chorus of 500, with three soloists
and an orchestra, gave Mendelssohn's "Hymn of
Praise," which was inspiringly done. The com-
petitions and concerts were given ina Zion Methodist
Church. The programme was carried out so well
by the Moosejaw people that the executive for the
song fest of 1913 adopted the whole system.

Music is progressing as fast as wheat acreage
or real estate values, whein every year in each of
the western provinces can be held a festival such
as for three days was given in Moosejaw. There
as much musical talent ina the West.

Just for instance, take Weyburn, known formerly
for elevators and wheat. Weyburn filled fourteea
of the huiadred and thirty entries in the festival
and captured haîf a dozen medals. Indian Head,
of the experimental farms, is the home of the best
18-voice choir in Saskatchewan. And ail the pro-
vince knows that Spalding, Wolseley and Zealandia
are on the musical map, and may become art cen-
tres, for their voices were heard at Moosej aw.

There seems to be no reason why the talent
broughit out by the yearly festivals could not be
organized on a stili more effective basis by an
interprovincial league tournament which might
assemble ina one festival ail the medaiists in the
three provincial contests. In this way larger works
could be performed and the standard of music ina
the West put upon a more general developmental
basis. 0f course a: scheme of this magnitude
would require government assistance; of which as
a phase of popular education ina the most democratic
of the arts it is well and highly worth. Besides
this, such a scheme would be at ieast a very digni-
fied and quite uncommercial form of publicity.

A great deal of the musical talent in the West
camne f rom Great 13ritain; much of it from Easterna
Canada. In a country so remote f rom touring
aggregations of music, the people must depend more
u1pon local tale-nt. The result bas been very much
more rapid musical progress in the West thanl
ever took place in the East, The Provincial Fes-
tivals are a resit; of thiat and of a very marked
interest inra usic on the part of the public.

The Jubal Choir of Children at the Provincial Mu8ic Festival ina Moose Jaw.

Better Municipa Book.-Keeping
A Stan dardized, Uniform Classification Des ired

By S. MORLEY WICKETT justice cornes under A, cash in bank is followed by
debentures, etc. Sometimes the amounts to .be
charged to the various services are discoverable
only ira accounts with. the contractors doink the
work. Such practices show entire disregard of
the logical classification and inter-relation of muni-
cipal services. Yet it is tiis idea of system and
inter-relation which should be in the mind of every
municipal book-keeper for the proper instruction of
the council atnd the public. i

llncertainty as to Assets and Liabilities.
As regards municipal debts, statements are fre-

quently obscure and misleading; for exanapld, at
times school debetnirt,., qrp rrniffpel - - ;-


