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MOTEL.

hieurt. And then lie debated whether
lit should write and teil lier of his
meeting with l3ertna Sochmidti, but as
lie could scarcely do tout witliout
speaking of -thie warning the woman
iiad. given hlm-a thing tliat must
cause Peggy uneas:iness if flot aiarm-
he made Up his mind tliat it would lie
better flot to write te lier about ýthat
enigmatical person. Then there was
lus rescue of the cild, and about that
lie wished to, say notliing.

Peggy was 'thus. unprepared for t'e
shock of the startlingnçNs that neariy
overwhelmed hier two days later.

CHAIPTFIR XIX
A Glimpse of the Truth.IN the afternoon Max Hamilton, ep-

parently in the mos; ýcasuai mai-
u-er b311 In reallty, wItl ail his

facuities on the alert,,strolled' over a
great part qcf Treves, and cirossing thie
MoseUo .tooli a waik througli the. sub-
urb on the furtlier aide. lu the ausk
lie gtlbnck to his liotel witliout incid-
ent or adveuture, but wiîi the same
conviction tînt lie ha ad ln the fore-
noon and in Luxemburg on tlie preced-
ing day-tlie conviction that Beau-
mont, his editor, had been misied by
the information received witli respecc
to tlie designo 0f Germany, or racier
its immediate, action.

Next morning lie travelled by train
along the valley of tlie Moselle > o
Cloblence, returning by the same route
early ln tlie evening. Nowliere.ladf lie
seen any signe of preparation for war,
and tliis conviction was becoming la
certalnty. Max, was thinlting tliat
Beaumont had been dlecelved, and tliat
lie limself was on a fool's errand; lie
Liad scarcely any doulit now tînt the
report liad been a canard, On the
otlier band, liowever, tliere was te -un-
questionable fact of -tlie openi antagon-
i5"m bebween Great Britain and Ger-
many, wiicli miglit lead te a rupture
at any moment.

Max recalled perfectly what Vhe edi-
tor had said te im on tlie niglit wlien
àie was toidi to go to Luxemburg-Viat
several army corps were to be mardli-
cd lot tlie, Grand Ducliy from Treves
and Metz; lb now occurred Vo him thut
while lie had sat.isaied himself tiat tlie
story was f aise as regarded Treves it
niglit be true witli respect to Aletz,
and that lis next mnove eliould be to
go to tint city-, Vie great fortress city
whiÛî 'Germany tore from France ini
,the last war.

,In thinking over Vhe subject-blie
probabilities for and against Vhe truth
of wliat tl3eaumont had been told-
iàhlle on hlis journey from London,
Max 1had consîdered it somewliaL sigu-
lar thut ýGermany eliould boulier itself
wlth oecupyinLg .the Grand Ducliy, ai-
ready in va.rious wvays pructically a
German state, wlen it could strike di-
rectly at France on Vhe Alsace-Lor-
raine frontier. New, if Germaniy
strucli lu thnt quarter, te attacli
would corne f romi Metz.

Therefere Max was of Vthe opinion
thnt if there was any basis for tbe,
story at ail, it would le found at MeLz.
And it miglit be the case that thte edi-
tor had been purposely misled; per-
hape it had been anticipated that lie
would pubileli what hie had heard, and
that thus dust would be cnet ln te
eyee of Vthe British, blinding Vîemn as to
the real point of the Ger-man attack.

lBy tis tlne, -Max reflected, Beau-
mont should have received thle letter
lie had 'written to hlm frOm Luxem-
burg, telling hlm hiow little iV dreamt
of its belng nnnexed by Germany. Thiat
intelligence ýmuet make the ed'itor
somewhait doeubtful, surely, of Vthe ae-
curaoy of the. information w.hlcl hiad
reached hlm, even if it lad corne front
whnt lie generally coousidered a rellable
source. Max ratlier, expeoted a tele-
gram from hlm, and se delayad send-
lxlg off a message to hlm, glvlng bis
personni Impressions of Tres'es.

found astonishment, the offloor »
vanced toward hlmn, and the soldier
of wliom tiere were haIfýa-dozen, su
îounded lin; sudldenly lie recnlled tt
warning of Bertha Sclimidt.

"It would ;be better for you not
stay liere at ail," she lad sald to hiE1

Tie warning liaa been a cryp tic on1
but slie had given it witli no liesitatiol
no0 want of declsion. Was lie now 1
learu wiat, had insplred lier te spea
assie had done?

Before the appearance of the s0
diers, Max lad not.,been alone in1 tih
smoking room; tliere were severi
men In IV, and lie had merely glaJice
nit tiem; lie now saw Vhey were stXiA
ing, gazlng ut hlm and tlie soldler
'witl eyes full ef wonder and appr,
lension. As the oflIcer In commfafi
approached Max, he saluted 11i1
punctiliously, as oue offiçer salutE
anebler, but Max was consclous
,the alnrmed seratiny of the<4thersi
the roem.

~Ho rose from the chair lie lad ee
occupying, and gravely returned, th
salute of the officer, He lad. no ue
to lbe told tliat Vhe situation waS a sei
lous one -for lmthe punçtillous bol
of the otber said qulte plaIuly Vo hl
bliat se mucli ceremnony to a mai ' le
in uuiform had corne deep signiflca'iif

"Are you Maxwell Hamilton of LOI
don ?" ns-ked the German, lu EngIlis
which le spoke clearly and inteligil
ly .enoughi, aithougli the accent wOa
marked.

"Yes," said Max, with a bow.
added w1tli a lilgît smlle *II sP6ai
your language, but you spea k Win
very weli."

'In lis turn, Vie officer bowed.
"You are an -ex-lieutenant of ii

British army," lie sald In Germai'
'Max.

".'That is trýue," Max replled.
"AV present, and for corne tirne Pa5

you have been on the staff of a LI
don journal, called 'Tlie Day' ?"

'Yes, that Is the'case. 1 arnctn
as Its Speclal Co6rrespodent-tlSt,
the posltion-I liold on tînt paper."

-You dào noV deny your identltY?'
"INo. 'Why sliouid IV" asked M0

wItji a: sVare.

S 0 inuci openness and outsp0hDD
neca seemed ta, puzzle tle offiIOl
for lie looked at Max curlous1Y'

"You'are tie man," lie said in an
other instant, however, and speakn
lu a Ioud volce lie continued, 'Il haSe
orders for your arrest, Maxwell 1-axull

"My arrest!> exclairned Max. Q
what grounds, pray?"

"ISurely Y-ou have ne need Vo
tint," retorted the officer.

"Every need," Max returned. '14
not understand in tlie very least
wha reason f arn Vo be arrested. Wil
yen not explain wliat it le?",

"I't's not rny busIness te suppl Iy
with the reason for your arrest, b
te carry eut .rny orders. I iiiayte
you, however, tiat you are charg8
with being a spy-with. esplonagft."

"«A spy!" cried Max, and laugid
"~No deulit yen will be able toe

yourseIf," said the offlcer wiVb rol
mng poliýtenese. 'But ~I arrest ydu'

Max knew that any pretest was"s
lecs; In the circurnstances le was hl
les- against thece soldiers.

"'Very well," le snid. "But I a 1
a c.py; I arn here ln rny eapacitY

i net fIrýt
egrarn Vo


