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"Y'es. Most extraordinary thing. You
knowthat a few hours ago D Squadron
were ail sitting about in groups look-
lng miserable? We set it down to their
trouper being- murdered, and another
man being iggsing. Weil, just about
the time you and Warrington drove off
in the mess shay, they ail bucked up
and bogan grinng I Wouldn't say a
word. Just grinned and became the
perkiest squadron of the lot!

"Now they're ail sleeping lke two-
year-olds. ýReason? Not a: word of
reason! I saw young Warrington just
now on his way to, thoir quarters with
a Iantern, -and If h1- can 'find any of,
'em awake perhapé hie caui get the
truth out of 'em, for they'li talk to hlma
when they won't to, anybody elso. By
the wray, Warrington can'.t have coe
ir with you, did he?"

Kirby ignored the question.
"!Did you tell Warrington to, go and

ask them?" he demanded.
"Yes. Passed him lu the dark, but

did flot recognize hîm by the smell.
No-no! Got as near him as I could,
and thon ieaned up against the'scent'
to, have a word with tlm! Musk!
Nover 'suelt auythlng like it ln xny
lite! Taik about girls! Ho must be
in love with hait Influa, and native at
that! Brazen-faced Young monkey! I
asked hlm where the got the disinfec-
tant, and hie toid me hie fell into a'
mud-puddle!I

"Perhnps ho did," saîd' Kirby. "Was
thore mud on hlm?"

"Couidn't see. Didn't dare get so
near hlm! Don't you thlnk hie ought
to be spokeni to? I moan, the eve of
war's tho eve of war and ail that kind
ot thing, but-"

"I ýwish you'd let me see the Orders
of the 'Day," Kirby lnterrupted. "I1
want to make an addition to them."

"Iii send an orderly."
"Wish you would."

F IVE minutes later Kirby sat at bis
private desk, while Branmie

pifted at a cigar by the wvýindowv.
Klrby, atter a lot of thilking, wrote:

"Risaldar-Major Ranjoor Slngh (D
Squadron) assigned to special dntY."

Hie handed tho orders back to Bram-
ie, and the major oyed the addition

with subdued amazemont.
"WýVhat'il D Squadron say?" hoe

asked.
"Remains to be seen," said Kirby.
Outside ln the muggy blackness that

shuts down ou 'udia in the ruins, War-
rington walked alone, swinglng a ian-
tern and chuckllng to himneîf as hie
reflectend what D) Squadron would be
iikely te invont as a reason for the
smeil that walked %vith hlmn. For ho
moeant te wake 1) Squadron and learu
things.

But alI at once it occurred te hlm
that ho had left the babu's loin-eloth
on the inside front seat o! the shay;
and, because if that were seen it
weuld hav~e given excuse for a thon-
sand tales teo many and tee imagin-
ative, hoe hurrled ln search of if, tak-
lIng a short eut to where by that time
the shav should lie. On bis wav. close

identîcai apron beyond a shado,
doubt.

Warrington began to hum t<
self. And'then hie ceased frein
ming. Thon ho- set~ the iantern
and stepped.,away from it si(
until its light-no'longer shono oî
lie iistened, as a dog does, witb
ligenco and skili. Then, sudder
sprang and lit on a buiky mas
Yielded - gasped - spluttered
overything hiut yeli.

" ýSo yoU rode: ou the iuggag
behind the carniage, did you, ha
heý smiled. "And cunled uudleî
e prou to Iook like 'luggage wbii
passed the guard, eh ?e'

"But, my God, sahib!" said a
tive voice. "Should I walk tih
Dlhi naked? Yýou,.who wear
you laugh at mue, but I assur

"Hush! " ordered Warrington
the babu seemed very giad to h

"There was a note lu a cor,
that cloth of yours!",

"And the sahib found i>t? Oh
I am relleved. I am preservod
'Fangs of mutual regret!"

"Why dijin't you give that fl,
Colonel Kirby sahib, when you hý
chance? Eh?" asked Warr:
ýe'eping firm hoid of hlm.

"Sahib! Your honor! Not
yet renmunerated ou account of
anid verbal message duiy delh
commercial precedeut was aIl
,;ide that I should retain furthei
oie et value pending settiement.
i ask you-"1

'"Where was Ranjoor Slngh w
glave you that ring and message
manded Warrington sternly, i
ing bis grip on the babu's fat -

"Sahib, when I have recolved
mient for first service rendec
disposition may hoe changed. Ii
yet in condition of forma paUP

Still holding hlm tlght, War
produced twenty rupees ink
rnoney.

"Tan you seo those, babuji?
thlei? Tbeni earu them!"

"Oh, my God, sahib, I have PO
lee earned a iakh of rupees thi
a Iready! "

"Wlhere was Risaldar-MaJor R
Singh when h-»1

investi
sense

"Sah
person,

C- 0 URJ E ýR


