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Officiai Estimate B. C. Timber L(
By M. A. Grainger, Chief Forester, in a Letter to

"Canadian Forestry Journal."

Victoria, B.C., Aug. 14: The For-
est Fire Season for 1918 lias been, to,
date, one of rather moderate fire
risks, with three weeks of extremely
hot dry weather, which, created the
worst fire risk since 1910, breaking
into the season during the latter
part of June and first week in July.
This was attended, in the Coast and
Island District, with several severe
outbreaks of forest fires, so that during
one week atone there was destroyed
a large quantity of ioýgging machin-
,ery, camps, equipment and logs.
Several thousand acres were burned
over during this time of stress, which
was foltowed by a 24 hour rain that
eased conditions, and aliowed the
tire flghters to assume controt of a
somewhat serious situation.

The interior lias had a fairly aver-
a ge fire season. Nelson libas been
visited with an extraordinary number
of Iightning fires (which do not
choose the most accessible ground
to start in) consequently the cost
of fighting some of these is quite out
of proportion to the acreage burned
over, and damage resulting.

The total number of fires to date,
the greater majority of which corne
uinder the, heading of "no cost" fires,
is 444, the cost to the Department of
fightmng these up to date is $22,134.00;
the acreage of cost fires burnt over
is 37,836 acres. 8,700 M. feet of
merchantable timber lias been burned
of which 3,200 M. feet are salvable.

Taking it ail round, the fire season
in B.C. bas been one of average dam-
age, and the present weather gives rise
to the hope that the worsL of the
danger is now over.

The formation of a Lumberman's
Association in New Brunswick,
which will co-operate with the Crown
Lands oetartment in the handling of
the forests of that Province marks3
a new era in co-operation.

WOOD FOR ONTARIO'S

The Ontario Govcrnment v,
shippcd by the end of the
month f rom Algonquin Par
fifteen thousand cords of woocuse of the parliament build
Toronto and the dilTerent pr
institutions. The woid wiil
in the fait and earty spring te, c
coal. Some twelve municipa
Ontario avaiied themselves
offer of the government to ci
in Algonquin Park and hav
about thirty thousand cords
said that a cord of wood will
mucli heat as a ton of coal.

WASTING THE VALUE

Saw-mitl waste amounts t(
40 per cent of the original treî
finished lumber, on the aven
presents oniy from 30 to, 35 per
the tree. New devetopments
utilization of wood waste ar
made continuatiy, but it i
economny to handle waste un
by-product. industries can be
on at a profit. Effective u-i
catis for a variety of chemii
mechanical processes which r
adapted to the form, s-peci
quantity of wood waste aval
any point.-Dr. J. S. Baies.

In the mon-lh of August, Pli
Wilson authorized a loan
million dollars to the Forest
for fire fi ghtng expenses to ni
serious emergency cond itions
national Forests of the nonl
and the Pacific coast State
loan wvas made from the
defence fund of fifty il lion
piaced at the disposai of the P
by(Cong ress. Il is recogniz
the protection of the National
is an important and essent
activity.

1868


