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tOo littie surface area to effect the audi-tory nerve. The sound board which isconnected with the strings through. thebridge increases their vibrating surfacenmany thousandfold. In building up the
souinding board only the most elasticlumber can be used which will produce-vibrations with a minimum expenditureof power. The quartered wood is cutso that the "season rings" run at riglitangles to the grain, and the many stripiwhicb go to make up a sounding board

are between 3 and 4 inches in width.T'hose strips which have a iwide grainare placel oppo, site the bass strings andthose with the closer grain are oppositethe treble. The board is glued together

in the rough, is about one-hal.
thick, and it is planed and sandp
dow'n to a finished thickness ofzibout a quarter in the base to
e(gbths of an inch in the treble en(is the work of a specialist and ca]a great degree of skill. A series of
lel pine battens or ribs are firmly
to the back of the sounding boa
s'i engthen it and also to give tboard the correct curve. A curved i
st7iP known as the bridge which is1 inch by 1 1-8 inches is fitted Idially across the sounding board.

The Plate.
eAs mentioned before, the badýrn" is the fotundation of apiýano.

These ae the powerfu, presses in w~htepee fvneeThe hichthepiecs oveneredwood are Placed, after the gluinghepiano cases itselfis j nade of Ash, on which are glued four thin layera of m1ahogany or walnutThe engraving shows a number of sections in the press.


