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the Couiury the Snow and Froft breaks up in March, and does not

begin again until about November.

Albany River is aho very conliderable, in Lat. 52°. aiid cometh
from W. S. W. and within Land has the fame Climate and other

Advantages j at prell-nt the Situation of the Faftories of Moofc and
Albany are very unhappy, being placed in the Svi^amps, at the

Moutiis of the Rivers
J

lor the Company's chief Aim being Trade»
they don't regard the Soil, Afpeft or Situation, where they fix

them, provided they are upon navigable Rivers where their Ships

can approach them, and where the Natives can come in their Ca-
noes ; fo that their Fadtories the w-, are placed in alow fwampy
Ground, which is overflowed by the Rivers upon the breaking up
of the Ice, which makes them much moifter and warmer in Sum-
mer, and colder in Winter, from the Quantity of Ice there ^s in

Winter in the Rivers and Bay : If they had fixed them w.gher

up in the Country, where the Thaw begins much fooner than at

the Bay, thev would have had a happier Situation, and a quite

different Climate and Soil. How can it be expedled that any
Thing can thrive in their Garden, or be brought to Perfedion ?

when the Floods in the latter End of April leave Flakes of ^ce fe-

veral Feet thick in their Gardens, which are not dilTolveo "ntil

ti?.e latter End of May ; and yet after that Time, when they dig

their Gardens, they have very good Coleworts and Turnips, green

Peafe and Beans, when if they had been fituated higher up in the

Country from the Bay, they might have had all Sorts of Fruit,

Grain and Roots in Perfedlion, and tame Cattle and Fowl for their

Ufe :, at prefent the Company's Servants depend upon the Filh and
wild Geefe they take for their Winter Store. They have Pike,

Trout, Perch, and white Trout in great Perfection in all their Ri-
vers ; but the principal Fifh they take is a little larger than a

Muckarel, of which 13 or 14000 are taken at Albany in a Seafon,

which lupplies them and their Indian Friends in Winter -, thefe

they take after the Rivers are frozen over, keeping Holes open in

tile lee, in a ftreight Line at proper Diflances, through which
they thrufl their Nets with Poles, and the Fifli coming there to

breathe, are mafk'd or entangled in the Net ; thefe they fi'eeze

up for Winter without Salt. The wild Geefe come to thefe Ri-

vers firom the Southward in the Middle of April, as foon as the

Swamps are thawed, at which Time they are lean j they ftay
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