atert ] In many a household throughout the land joy reigned supreme
er’gl:qhiat moInNIng, but it 18 to be questioned whether one could have
jound anywhere a happier group than that which gathered about
 Bgunt 11aly's pioe table for breakfast. The fragrant steam of strong
the §goffee dillused throughout the apartinent a long-absent aroma that

ningled amicably with the
“Amell of crisp bacou, done
bin, f-jlo @ OrL; while a smok-
ind Fding pile of yellow yams,
the p-froasted in the ashes, ac-
ws [ Jeeptably balanced a great
 {platter of pone bread,
ou Fiwholesome and brown.

seated herself in her friend’s parlor.

“ Aren’t you sorry you went, dear?™
asked Mattie sympathetically.

“Sorry? No,indeed! Iam ashamed
to think hovr utterly indifferent I have
always heen to such matters, when
there are so many fricndless ones who
are sick or wounded, and so many
noble souls who give their lives to the
care and relief of such sufferers.”

«] suppose 1 shall soon hear that

you have turned nurse,” answered

Mattie with a little laugh.

“No,” said Dora, -1 fear Nature

never intended me for a nurse. But

seriously, Mattie, there are sume char-

ity patients at the hosptal whose cases

are so pitiful  OF course, they receive

good care, but there are somany things
they need to make them entirely com-

fortable, and one really requires con-
stant attendance, but naturally cannot
have the full attention of auy of the
hospital nur<es; and I have been won-
dering how T could raise enough money
to be of any sort of use to them. Have
you any suggestions to make?”

At this point Dora's sister, Mary,
entered the room.

“QOh, Dora,” she exclaimed, after
grecting' Mattie, “we_opened our
Dirthday box to-day, and we had three
dollars!”

# And what is the birthday box, pray
tell 7 asked Mattie.

“Why, don’t you know?" answered
Mary. “Every time one of us gitls in
the sewing class has a birthday, che
puts in_as many cents as she is years
old, and once a_yesr we open the box
and use the money for some good
object.”

“w Ah, I see,” said Mattie.

“There,” exclaimed TDera ‘“that
gives me an idea; just wait till I have
developed it a little, and you shall
hear more about it.”

Dora’s idea proved so full of promise
that she determined to carry it out

THE DELINEATOR.

“ Dar now, whut I done tole you?” demanded Patsy triumph-
antly, after having furtively inspected this unusual plenty during
solemn and somewhat lengthy grace. “Cain’
nobedy 'spute now dat il you put yo' 'pennunce on de Lawd, he
ain' gwine back on you—Chris'mus ner no other time.”

emrrrmmtenatlly @ e

A BIRTHDAY (HARITY.

to be given at the residen
Every one wou
gronnds; and o as many as
of which the recipient was requested to place as many cents as the

# Dora, what makes you look so sober?” inquired Mattie as she

w \Well, Mattie, I was induced to visit one of our h
morning, and T have not been able to think of anything else since.”

AT AN

S.

”

Soume oF TuE Bags.

upon a grand scale. She went with it to her aunt, whose elegant
home was a source of delight to all wh
they decided upon the details of the pla

€ A Birthdey Charity” was apnounce

o visited it; and together

d in the local newspapers
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“De  Gawd's trouf,
chile!” affirmed Aunt
1aly reverently. “En
like de blessing en ful-
ness of dis Chris'mus,
good Lawd, seu’ all de

turrs 1"
D, M. B.

ce of Mr. and Mrs, Blank on a certain
1d be welcomed to the house and spacious

possible bags would be sent, in each

birthdays which he or she had already
passed.” Any one who failed to receive
a bag would be equally welcome ; and
would such persons kindly donate
twenty-five cents on passing through
the gate of the grounds? All money
received from these sources to be used
for the benelit of inmates of the
Hospital. This notice wag printed free
of expense in all the papefs.

Next came the making, marking and
delivering of the bags, for which work
there was a large force of volunteera.
The bags were made of all sorts of
matenals and in o variety of shapes
and sizes, but all were tastefully de-
signed and neatly constructed. Upon
cach was pinned a paper which read
as follows:

« Please place within as many cents
as you have had birthdays, for the
benefit of the inmates of Eos-
pital.”

A pleasant programme was planned
for the evening, many prominent art
ists offering theirservices gratuitously ;
so that the entertainment was reslly
worth more than the small sum re-
quested for adwission.

The day after Mattie called upon
Porx to talk over the affair, which she
had been tireless in helping to make a
success.

“Wasn'titsplendid " she exclaimed.

“Yes, it was a suceess from every
point of view,” Dora responded; “and,
of course, you want to know how
much money we raised.”

«7 should say so,” said Mattie cm-~
phatically.

«\Well, we have three hundred
dollars!”

“Goodl"” replied Mattie. “T am
s0 glad."

" ¥es” said Dors, “Iamall impa-
tience to sec it used for thosc three
sufferers who need it so much, and I
expect auntie every moment NoOwW;

the hospital this morning.”
ea was taken up by others, as all successes are, and was
made profitable on 2 less extensive scale by more than onc church

ior J petiioost oot
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