Edstorial- Department.~Fees at Coroners® Inguests.

253

-y

-to me and I put it on the table. * In a few minutes dfterwards he
said, My God, I have taken the drops insiead of the wine,” and
* he.begged somebody to go down and ask the Doctor if any acci.
“dent would happen, I have often hearo the deceased say that he
was suffering greatly, I have ofien done much to assist him: I
have never heard him say, * fwish I was dead.” 1knew nothing

. about the bottles or the contents «f them. - . o
' James Crawford, M.D.—1 attended the Richardson Wing of the
Hospital in my capacity as physician, Tn ward No. 12 there was
“a-man named Campbell. On the Tth inst.. I ordered him a com.
posing draught at night, which was fo consist principally of Jaud.

* anum. The quantities are marked in the book of the apothecary.
Wino was also ordered for the patient, quinine also. These medi.

" cines’ were necessary toobtain sleep for the deceased. T saw the

+ deceased after he -had taken the Jaudanum. An emetic hud very

. properly heen' adrmmnistered, which : was . neling. satisfactorily. 1
did not anticipate, fram the small quantity which I had been fn.

* ‘ormed had been takén, and from the effeets of the emetic, that
lany-bad consequences would result. 1 saw him again at three
o’clock. He was then labouring under the narcotic effcets of
opium. The stomach pump was- used, both - to' inject and cjeet,
and to administer the requisite medicines, I think, if -the man

" had been’ in health, he would have recovered. But the preceding
evening ‘lu his demise, {anticipated thc effects wonld be fatal, on
account of his weakness. Wae conld not make him. svalk about,

* a8 i8 usual-in such cascs, on acconnt of his ‘kaee! I hive seen

-much worse cases recover. Pirections ought to be puton all
“bottles containing medicine! Tt 'was not my order that 4 certain
qbantity of landanum should 'be put in a’'bottle.  When' I order
twenty ~five drops of laudanum, that quantity oply shonjd be taken
. up stajrs each night. I mean that if the apotheeary mixed.six.
.times twenty.five drops, with six spoons of water, he would have
-done right. ~ I never anticipated that half.an enince of laudanum

“should be given to the nurse to dispense. I belicve that there is
no rule affecting thig matter. T never knew arule existinig in any
Hospital except in Military Hospitals. Had T ardered the quan.
tity of Jaudanum which .was pu! in the botile, I wou:d have di-
rected that it should be mixed with water, and the particular dose

.merked. -All bottles containing medicines should be so. murked,
.hat the dnse, and the person for whom it is intended,.should be
known, It is the duty of the apothccary, in all cases to mix the

Ldraught himsell, except in cases where he sends up the number ot

. drops prescribed for one draught unmixed. I have never had oc.

*.casion to find fault with the nurse, Susan Oliver. Y consider her
tlteniive and careful, - e e

s Jane Twecdie, sworn.—J am unmarried. I am a night nurse,

‘I.make rounds of the whole hospital. I was with deccased

~occusionally during the night, before he died:  Towards mrning

cepoke to me. I heard him sav twice, I had my mind madc

.tp”  He died within a quarter of an honr.  He was in his senses.

;Helooked me fol} in the faee from the pillow; T stonped. down, 1

- _Was 50 glad to hear him speak. These were his last words.

* Alexander Long, -M. D., sworn—re-cxamined—The deceased
ld me, that he got up from_his sleep and asked for som: wine,
A’ person might have takefi tlie’poison in place of wine, even
taking two draughts.. Thinking it was poit wine, and- his mouth

.ideing . parched; the deceased might have done so. - It is impossible

" togive a divectanswer, { ut I should say that a man awakening from |7

slecp hins not'a proper senso of taste. -« - .
.. Angus” M'Donnell sworn.—1 am a student of medicine. Iam
A theahabiitol vimting -ty Euspiial, - often” saw "Alexander’
Grmphell. I come every'day. * 1 sometimes speak to the paticnts
_~The deceased spoke to me about two days before his death. T
“temarked to Yiim thut hisleg was more swollen than it was hefore.
He nsked meif I -thought his-leg would-get any“better. - I said
- that I could givie no information, - He suid” that if-he had to get
|~ hig'leg amputated -that he would’ rather poison himself,” T made
" hafeply.- T did notthink it “was”any ' thing sérious. - Ltook no
’ f‘!fﬂlcr notice of it. I said nothing to the nurse or doctor,” ;!
5 vThe Jury remained in"delibération for opwards of an hour and a
: halg‘at the'expiration of which time they returied the fullowing
B T T A N
“That the deceased died from the cffects” of Jaudarum, mpro.
. P}'{\X.and through ignorance nf its nature. administered to him, by
*'f{)!ham..Hg]]umn‘ in ithe -helief< that “the *bottle contained port

" "

a gnantity as half an ounee of laudanuta within reach of & patient.
And as it uppears from the evidence, that no regulation exiets in
the Hospitak on the method of dispensing medicines, they con.
cerve themnselves boidnd 1o recommend the adoption of such whole.
some rules for the proper lubelling of bottles.containing poisonous
fluid, and otherwise,.as . may, prevent such fatal misiokes for the
future.—From the Times Newspaper. - . .
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The subject matter of:the following communication’
which we  have_received, is one of great moment to
the profession of Canada West ;. and ive think they
ought to adopt some immediate steps to obtain such
an amendment of the Act,' 9 Vic, éap. 58;.a8 will-rec.
tify the: oversight,for we .can. hardly;lcok upon it in
any. other -light. .While the ‘fact caanot be disputed,
and is everywhere. recognised, that the most-importapt
evidence' at. Coroners’ Inquests; is farnished- by the
medical . witnesses, and that this. téstimony must: be
based, in: the majority «of cases, upon.the .evidences
revealed by dissection, the value of ‘which is-to be:de-
«cided by the utmost nicety of scientific discrimination,
it can hardly be supposed:that such-services could, or
‘ought to be obtained without ample remuneration.
The case is otherwise, however; in Canada West, as
any one mdy perceive who- refers to therAct passed
at the last session of the Legislature ; but.we appré-
hend it to be ‘rather a fault of omissien than one of
commission “on their .part. - A proper representation
would, we doubt not, be attended with good effect. -

A similar case of difficulty has occurred, in".the
Dalhousie District, in which-a like~charge, allowed
however by the auditors,  has been objected .to by the
Government, in consequence of not having Lieen pro-
vided for.in the Act. - The whole matter,: however, is
* en-delibere” by the Lxecutive Council. ;Weareats
loss to conceive. how these .charges can in the méan.
while be paid out of the~-public funds of the Province,
as no-provision whatever is made for them ‘in the Act
referred to alrcady. .- They have always hitherto-heen
defrayed out of the local District fiinds, against which,
we apprehend, they should still be charged, uniil an
ajieration of ihcrAct, to include them as iiems against
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-the public funds of the Province’he made, to the de.

frayment of which these funds are
applicable. ’
. T'o the Editor.of the British American Journals .,
Sir,—You will perbaps have the kindness to bring before
the public’a matter of no small iniportance to the community
generally, as well as.to the Faculty. in' Canade West.© « * -
<At the. last’ meeting of ihe Quarter Sessions.for.this Dis~
{rict, two accounts of medical-men, for attendance and hold-
ing post.mortem. examinations at.inquests, were presented,
duly authenticated, for payment, when the auditors appointed
by the Government for éxamination of the District accounts,
.although admitting the, correctuess’of the claims, declared
thit they could not be paid, = -~ "« "wrE te b
* It appears that in'the- Act passed at the Jast meeting'of the
Legislalure,. 9th-Victoria, cap. 58, -p. 917, of the Provincial
Statutes, being for. the ; payment of:expenses incurred in the
administration ,of. Justice.in, Canada West, a .schedule ;is
given, of items,chargeable_ upon. the, revenues, of thie Pro-
vincé.; among the number .aré enumeratad the fees'of the
coroner who holds'the inquest, and the beiliff who summons

more Ileg_itifn:_zt.cly

®ine, “1n rendering ihiz verdict, the Jury feel it thoir duty to-rés /the: Jury-!'while the surgeon; who really pérforms the mog

vk upon the great want of caution oyinced, in leaving so large

important part, is omitted,



