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LieuT, J. B, VINTE! ofVlctorm. and Captaln 11.
V. EpMoxns of New W estmiuster, are our
authorized Agouts for British Columnbla,

Masorn Gexeran T, B. Covniusoy, R.E,, hus
added to the military literature of theday,
a most valuable lecturo, which was delivered
at the Royal United Service Institution, and
is repubhisiked in another page.

‘This grand historical episode in  ho history
of ot coly T‘nn!gnd, hut thae civilized world,
has alwsys einco the final action off tke
Goopwins, Sth August, 1588, possessed o
fasciation the astudent of history, the
poot politician, the seaman and military
strategist ; and the gallant lecturer in the
able memoir now beforo our roaders has
added to that interest for all by tho able
bistorical exegesis ho bas given and the lucid
manner in which tho tactical and strategeti-
cal deductfons drawn from that great Naval
operation are applied to modern necessities.

In the course of the necessary comparisons
Genoral CorLixsoN bringa out some startling
statistical facts, which it would be well for
all arny reorganisersin the British Empire to
study closely. Thepay of tho militia soldier
was equal Lo four shillings sterling per day
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Tof prcsont valuo with o vate of pay for son-

mon of forty shlllings sterling per month,
and o rationol 2 lbs. meat, 14 1bs, bread,
and 1 gallon of beor por diem.  Universal
service wae Lhon tho general tule; tlero was
no tnlk of ballots or consorption, overy mon
capable wns expected to fight snd angwered
{lic call of duty without hoevitntion, Itis
{ruo tho Leudal Mititia Soldicr was not just
then well trajined—bhut this is to bo traced
to those scrics of politieal crisis or revolu.
tions through which tho country was pass<
ing—and which mado it dangorous to put
too highly trained military meohanism in
the hands of the Ureat Peors—trade had not
yoi sapped the manlinces of tho British
people, and the yeoman, as woll as the pea.
sant,the hardy fisherman,as well as thopeer,
were imbued with that patrioticspiris which
cnabled a poor country with baroly four mil.
lions of inhabitant to contend succossfully
with the greatest military and naval power
of tho day backed by tho resourcesand value
of sixteen millions.

Political cconomy,ns a science, was not un-
derstood in that age, but: it was practically
applied in providing for the human power
of defenco and distributing a part of the
accumulated wealth of the country amongst
its defonders.

Tho provisions made for the remuneration
of tho eoldier aud seaman in proportion to
tho revenue was moro than sixteen times
what it .5 at tho present day, while tho ac-
tual value of the commercial intoresis to bo
guarded was not & thousandib part as great,
The lesson taught by tais is thatifthe peoplo
of England, or indeed, any other people,
want an army it must be pud for, and thae
is a primo requisito in its organization. It
will not do to spend £15,000,000 storling
annually of which only onc'fifth reaches the
fighting man instoad of four fifths.

From the lecture it would appear that
modern knowledgo has thrown no new light
on tho scienco of strategy—it has only mado
it moro casy of access—for we find distribu-
tion of forces to meet an invasion very little
difterent from what & Royal Commission
would adviso (er bas advised)in tho present
Qday.

Genoral CoruissoN has proved boyond
<oubt the necessiby of baving smaii handy
war vessels armed intho mest powerful mana
ner to the confusion of thoso naval theorists
whoso offorts have been directed to produce
a olass of unwicldy nondescripts utterly un-
managoeable in & sea way, and about as efli-
cient ag the galliasses and galleons of the
Armada.

He summarises the lessons to be learnt
from tho drmada as follows :

1, Decentralisation.

2, The prescreation of the martial dist
cipline of the country.

«¢3, An abundant supply of officiont sca-
men, and truly says, *The spirit of a nation
liossin ils aristoracy, but its strongih rests
in tho poople'— thus pointing out the folly
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of tho \th,-lludioals in tukmg tho oontrol
of the militin out of the hands of tho tnnded
gontry ; which is furthor onie ced by tho
assortion *that ono of tho greatest sccuri-
tics of theso Islands is in o largo and well
organised militia,'

Tho concluding axiom is invaluablle, ba.
causs throughout tho wholo of tho lecture
caro has been taken to show that tho eofli-
aienoy of tho seamon who manned tho Dri-
tish flect on this occasion was attained in
the mercantile marino of tho country.

*The ono paramount lesson o be loarned
by our war statesmen from the story of the
Armndn is tho preservation of a raco of efti-
ciont seamen.!!

This deserves to be written in letters of
gold over tho speakors chair in tho British
Iouse of Commons, and the lecturer has
pointed out how it can bo dono s tho Royal
Navy, so called in those days, supplicd 35
ships of 12,690 tons, oarrying 658 guns, ond
manned by 6,361 mon ; the armed Merchunt
Navy 161 ships, 20,000 tons, and 400 guns
(this last only estimated), manned by 9,070
tons—they horo more than a share of tho
fight-—and wo bave only io follow their ox-
amplo in training the crows of our merchant
vessels. .
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‘Tue Roy~l United Servico Imstitution in
the laudable desire to promote the great
publio interests involved in tho problem of
military organization, offerod a gold medal
for tho best cssay on ‘Tho best modo of
providing recruits end forming roserves for
tho British Army, taking into consideration
its varied duties in pence and war."”

That prizo was recently awarded by thewr
chosen reforces of the council of the Insti
tution—General Sir WiLtiayu Cobrisaroy,
Liout, General Sir Jouy Sr. George, and
Major Goneral Supre, M.P., to Captain I,
V. L. g, R.AL F.S.S,, tho result of whose
Inbors aro Lefore us in a pamphlot of 4
pages publisbed by tho Institution,

Aftor an introduction in whioh the fortu.
nate essayist pays a just and merited com.
pliment to tho courtesy and attention of
M, T. D. Sorervan, Librarian of tho Institu.
tion—ho gives a skotch of the subjects which
his moewoir ¢inbracss as followa : 0 The firat
part is an historical skolch of the English
system of voluntary enlistent from which
[ draw this conclusion, thut the
uever was o success—that it is breaking
down at the present timo, aud that it will in
all human probability collapse altogether
beforo very long.

* Tho socond part is an enquiry into thoe
respective morits of the four poasible ays-
tems of recruiting from which I draw this
conclusion, that the compulsory ia the only
system will satisfy tho oxigencies of our case
as far as tho Homo Army is concerned.

“In the third part I proposs for the
Homo Army a schome of universal congcrip-
tion without substitution or dotation,”
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