
148 De Blackc Duclc. - Anas obscu?'t.

"The flcshof the young birds, at the season, 'wben tbey are calkl
"Flappers," is vcry tender and delicious, and At is a matter of regret that

very niany of thcm are thon killed for the table."
The follow'ng- atre Wilsons renarks on this Épecies .- Il This speeles is

generally known aiong the sea-coast of New Jersey, and the neighbouring
country, by -the uame of the B3lack Peck, bcing the rnost cominon and most
numerous of ail those of its tribe that frequent the sait inarshes. It 13 only
partially migratory. Nunibets of thein reinain during the sunimer, and
breed in sequestered places ia the marsh, or on the sca-isiands of the beach.
The eggs are ciglit or ten ia number, very nearly resembling tliose of thec
Domestie Duck. Yast numbers, however, rcguiariy migrate fatther north
on the approach of spring. During their residence bere ini winter, tbey
frequent the xnarshes, and the various creeks iünd inlets 'with which those
extensive flats are interseéted. Their principle food' consists of those minute
snail sheils so abundant in the niarshes. They occasionaily -visit the sandy
beach in search of sinali bivalves, and, on these occasions, sometimes cover
-whoic acres with their numbers. They roosý at night in the shaiiow ponds,
in the miiddle of tlic sait marsh, particulariy on isiands, wherfe mnany arc
caught by the foxes. They are extremeiy shy during thec day ; and, on the
xnost distant report of a musket, risc froni every quarter of thec ïnarsh in
prodigious nunibers, dispersing in every direction. In calin '-eather they fly
higli eodfi reacli of shot ; buit when tlic wind blows bard, and the
gunner conceals hiniseif among flic sait grass, in a place over which they
usuaily fly, they are shot down in great nuinfers;; thelr flight bcing then
low. Geese, :Brant, and ]3lacli Duck, are thec common gaine of ail our gunners
ftiong this part of thec coast during fte -winter ; but there are at ieast fen
Black- Ducks for one Goose or B3rant, and probabiy many maore. Their
voie resembies that of tuac Duck and Mailard ; but their flcsh is greatly
iuferiur, owing, to thu nature of thuir food. They are, however, large, hcavy-
bodied Duclis, and generally estecmed.

- 1 cannot dixcover tbat, this species is found ln any of the remote
northera parts of üur coiitinunt; and this is probably tlic cause why it is
altogether nnuuiii Europe. It is abundant froni Florida f0, New Eeg-
land; but is eût enuxrnrated among the birds of lludbon's Bay, or GreCe-
land. 1ts ci uf reuýidunceý IS on tlic sca,-coast, fJhough it also meakes extensive
excamrsions up flie tide waters of our rivers. Like tlic Malard, they rarcly
dive for food, but swiîn and fly wvith greaf ve-locity'

The speciflo naine is derived frrin the Latin (obscurus,) blackish or
dark coloix5ed.

The fuilowingy 1 flic tecblical description gvnby .ArDuÊoN:
A&na§ ObseUra, GMÈL. Duslc Ducir.
Tail iccli rouùed. of eighteen acute feathers, hôtle 0f which are recurved~;

bill yellôwish-gteçii; feet orang,&ed, the webs dusky; upper part of head.glossy
browniisl black, the feathers nxargined witli fght brown; sides of head and a band
over the eye laglit greyish-brùwn, wilth. longfitudinal dusky streaks ;general colour
black.ish-brown a litt e aler benèath ai -he feathers nxargined witlipale reddirl-
brownm;,wing-coverts greyvish-dnsky with afaint ting-sof reen; endacf seçondary
ovets velvet black ipiimaries and teir ccvertb blcýs-boýi i, CO1lnauie


