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FIVE-MINUTE SBERMONS.
Recond lnn_r_:?nl Advent.

CHARITY.

‘“Now, the God ot patience and of comforh
grant you 1o bs of one mind, one towards an-
other, accordirg to Jesus Christ; that with
one mind and wi h one mouth you may ulorlfy
God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Corist.”’
—{Kpistle of the day, Rrm,. xv. 5,6 )

The unity of mind which St. Paul
would have us iudividoally caultivate
and practise as the effect of God's
patience i#, without doubt, charity to
wards one another. ,For charity in
duces us, to love even our enemies, to
show our love for all men by wishing
and doing them good, to foster feelirgs
of truly Christian friendship for our
neighhor, and by them aflecting a last
ing bond of charitable union between
relations, friends and strangers, to
glorify God and the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, as the early Christians
glorified Him, with one mind and with
one mouth.

Bat, alas ! how often is the harmony
inculeated by St. Panl disturbed !
How often is the agreement of friend
with friend destroyed by petty quar
rels and childish disputes! How often,
in fine, is the precept of charity
violated on account of extreme sensi
tiveness in taking offsnce at trifles !
It a person, perhaps unconsciously,
does us an injury, we are at once en
gaged, instead of imitating our Lord’s
patianee under harsh treatment. Or if
#something is said in dispraize of vs, or
at least not altogether in accordance
with our wishes, we forthwith take um
brage, ch.rish feelings of anger and
hatred for the dslinquent, vow our
resolution never to forgive, and thus
live in a state of constant and sinful
enm‘l!y. Some one tays or does some
thing by way of innocent pleasure, and
we immediately feel ourselves ill
treated. We are careful to observe the
conduct of others, and if, perchance,
we notice anything that does notaccord
with our view of things, woe but too
readily condemn it. We are not
serupulous in making rash jodgments
by attributing to our neighbor bad
motives. We accidentally hear of the
sins and misfortunes of those about us,
and, instead of compassionating them in
their misery and of being silent about
their faults, we are uneasy until we
have made known what wé were bound
in charity to keep secret. We are
ever straining our attention with the
curiosity of seeing what others do,
while we are blind to what we dv our:
selves. We are, in fact, very forgetiul
of the racord of Gd's precept, ‘* Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself."

We do noti wish others to injare us ;
why, then, are we guilty of injuring
them ? Wo do not like others to speak
ill of us ; why, then, are we not more
cautious nevor to spesk ill of them ?
We are ffeaded at hearing oursslves
judged falsely, on finding that our sins
have been revealed and made publie, on
account of the peevishness and bad
temper of our neighbor, by the refusal
of friends to speak to us ; and yet, with
the most utter unconcern for the feel-
ings of those we should love, wo our
selves entertain unjust judgments, we
ourselvessia by detraction, we ourseives
are cross and impatient, we ourselves
pass by others in the street or in social
gatherings without offering them a sign
of recognition,

Brethren, do to others what vou would
wish others to do to you. Be charit
able after the example of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Remove from your minds
all thoughts of hatred and ill will. Up-
root from your hearts feelings of
revenge. Judge nobt your neighbor,
that you yourselves may not be judged.
Be quiet about his failings ard short
comings. Do not be so unkind as to ro-
fuse him the enjoyment of your friend-
ship. Promote charity, peace and
benevolence as far as it lies in your
power. And In this way you will
practise one of the most profitable
lessons of Advent, and be suitably pre
pared for the feast of Christmas, ** To
lorify God and the Father of our Lord
Josus Ohrist, with one mind and with
one mouth,”

to give sapreme bonor and glory to
God ; secondly, to thank Hia for all His
benefits ; thirdly, to obtain pardon for
our sins; and, fourthly, to obtain all
graces and blessings through Jesus
Christ,"”

A sacrifice is the offering to God, as
a token of homage, soma creature which
is to be consamed, or immolated in
some way, in testimony that He is the
Sovereign Head of all things. [n the
Old Law, the living things sacrificed
were slain and the floash was burned,
and the blood was poured out and
sprinkled around the altar.

In the Mass bread and wine consti-
tute the matter of the sacram:nt. The
consecration, by which the bread and
wine are changed into the Body and
Blooi of Christ, i+ the essence of the
sacrifice. There is no Mass on Good
Friday because there is no consecra
tion. By the consecration in the two
forms, the separation of the Body and
Blood is mystically accomplished. The
Communion is also necessary for the
completion of the sacrifice, as the cele-
brant must receive uuder both kinds
to complete or to carry out the de-
straction or the consummation of the
victim, as this is of the essence of
sacrifice

The Mass is, therefore, not merely a
form of prayer, but a great action, and
all those who are preseut, have, in a
certain sense, to take part in that
action, or in what is done, Those who
asiist a% the sacrifice are not to be

mere sprctators or attendants, but
actors. When the priest turns at the
“ Orate Fratres,”! he says to the
peopls : ** Brethren, pray that my

sacrifice and yours may be acceptable
to God, the Father Almighty.” Just
before the consezration, at the com
wemoration of the living the celebrant
prays to Almighty God in these
words : ** Be mindtul of all here pres
ent whose faith and devotion are known
to Thee, for whom we offer, or who
offar up to Thee this sacrifice of
praise.”’

How many of the people realize that
it is their Sacrifice which the priest is
offering and that they are not to be
mere onlookers, but should be partici-
pants in the holy action? Hence the
people should unite their intentions
with those of the priest at the altar.
They may make use of any form of devo-
tion or prayer which will the better
help them to such united action.

The altar, the crucifix, the lights, the
vestments which tho priest wears are
not a display to the people, but the
outward marks and the fitting accom
paniment of a Sacrifice offered to God.
Liturgies may differ, as they do, yet
they all express the same faith and tne
same idea of sacrifice—to ‘' ghow forth
the death of the Lord.” In the Mass
wo are called to Mount Calvary to
stand at the foot of the Cross. Arcund
that cross is gaithered together the
whole Christian Church.—Catholie Uni-

verse,
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THE CHRISIIAN FAMILY LIFE.

It is soldom that we come upon a
paper of such general interest and
practical value as that read by the
learned Abbot Gasquet, O. 5. B., at
the Catholic Truth Conference, held at
Brighton at vhe end of September.
The paper considered especially family
life in Esgland in pre Reformation
days, but Dom Gasquet prefaces
his entertaining researches with some
obrervations on the present day Catho-
lic family tbat are worth careful read
ing. He remarks :

“‘The Catholic life depends in great
measure for its existence and its growth
upon the Christianity of the family
life. T take this to be sn axiom. For
although it may be allowed that the
grace of God may so act upon the in-
dividnal soul as to produce the flowers
of virtne amid the most chilling sur-
roundings and in the mephitic atmos
phere of a bad home, still in His pro
vidence the ordinary nursery of all
God's servants is the home presided
over by pious parents, who themselves
practice the religion they teach their
children, The father, mother aod
children together made up the sacred
ingtitution of God called the family.
I'he child is for the most part the
creation of its surroundings, and no

e e
TALKS ON RELIGION.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST A8 A SACRIFICE,

All ereatures have been made to

give glory to God. *' Praise the Lord
from the earth, ye dragons, and all ye

deep. Fire and hail, snow and ice,
and stormy winds, which falfill His
word,’ Ps. 148:7)

is reserved, however, for llis in
gelligent creatures to give to Him joy
ful and * reasonable servico.” We
voad in the 8oth Psalm : ** All nations
whom Thon made shall
worship betore Thoe, O Lord, and shall

hast

zlorify Thy name, tor Thou art great
and dost wonderfal things, Taou art
God alone.”

Sacrifice, if offered to a creature,
would be idolatry ; it is the one act
which ean be offered to God alone

God revealed
and it has been handed down
dition. CUain and Abel offered sacrifice,
and did Noah, Abraham and the
Patriarchs,

There wore various sacrifices in the
)ld Law and all were figures of the
srifice of the New Law,

Holosaust was offered in
God’s gupreme dominicn

Thank offoring, in gratitude for Iis
miorcies.

Peace offeriog, to obtain His favors.

Sin-ofering, to expiate sin against
God.

All nabions havo rogarded sacrifice as
an essential part of veligion. The
principle is recognized even by those
who practice idolatry.

The * reformers'’ of the sixteenth
sontury stand alone and are unique in
naving unoeither altar nor sacrifice, and
altar and sacrifico are concomitants or
sorrelative terms. A priest and no
sacrifice is a contradiction. llence it
is useless for those who have no sacri-
fice to maintaio that they have priests,
or that the sacrament of IHoly Orders
hae any place among them.

In giving us the Holy Kncharist Onr
ford gave us both a Sacrifice and a
Sacrament—a Sacrament to sancuily
ourselves and a Sacrifice as a fitting
worship to God, As children we read
n the Oatechism that ** the Sacrifice of
4he Mass is offered for four ends : first,

it to our first parents,
by tra

80

token of

como and |

amonnt of schooling in tne best of
“atmospheres,’’ or of religious instrue-
tion from the most capable of teachers,
can supply the influences

lacking in the home life.

On parents

rests the responsibility—a heavy re-
sponsibility, of which they can
not divest themselves — of train
ing their offspring in habits of
virtue, of seeing, for example, that

they say their prayers, attend church
and the sacraments, and, as their minds
expand, are properly instructed in
their duty to God and their fellowmen.
The knowledge that their example will
almost incvitably be copied by those
they bhave brought into the world,
should act upon parents as a restraint
upon word and action and they should
share personally in all the prayers and
acts of religion they inculeate as neces-
sary. There is much, no doubt, in
surroundings and circuomstavces, but
there is no home so humble that it may
not be a school of sound, solid, prac-
tical Catholie life ; there are no sur-
roundings and circumstances, however
hard and difficult, in which the Chris
tian family, recognizing its obligations,
eawnnot practice the lesson taught by the
Holy Household at Nazareth., Ol course
it is religion which must bind the mem
bers of the family together, and no ties
are secure, or will bear the stress of
life, which are not strengthened by
prayer and the faithful practice of
religious duties.

Lot us turn back the pages of history
with Dom Gasquet and ask ourselves if
we are satisfled with the comparison of
modern with medieval times. *‘ In the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries '’ we
are told, *‘ our forefathers were early
risers.'” It seems that 6 o'clock (a. m)
was the vsual hour for rising. Karly
rising is insisted nupon in many writings
of those days. The morning vrayer, as
we learn from The School of Virtae for
little children, was the first thought for
the day :

‘*Firat in the mornynge, whem thou dost
awake.

To God for His grace thy poticion then make.”

which are ¢

ercise are reproduced. It seems also,
from the evidence submitted, that at-
tendance at daily Mass was not uncom-
mon, [t wais a custom in many towns
to have daily Masses at 4, 5 or 6 0'clock
80 that the faithfal might not be pre-
vented by their occupations from assist
ing at the Holy Sacrifice. King Edward
IV. in the rules he drew up for his
household of his son says: ** No man
shall interrupt him during Magse time.”
Says a Venetian travelier, recording
his impressions of England at the begin
ning of the sixteenth century : ** Tney
all attend Mass every day and say
many Pater nosters in public.”

At the meals children were taught to
bless themselves with the Sign of the
Cross, and to follow the head of the
family as he called down God's blessing
upon what His providence had provided
for them. At dinner and supper there
was apparently some reading in many
families, which was at any rate a means
of teaching some useful things, and of
avoiding, as one account says, ** much
idle and unprofitable talk.”” We would
add, gossip. On the other hand, strict
measures are proposed by the current
writers of these times for the punish
ment of children using bad language.
Oa the afternoon of the Sundays, when
evensong was over, the father was to
‘“appoint” his children *‘theyr pas-
tyme with great diligence and straight
commandment.”” Do modern parents
concern themselves with the recreation
of their children? *‘* Shrive yourseli
every week to your curate,’’ says the
Rule of Life, printed in 1538, ** unless
you have very great lette. We are
told further by some antignarians that
the origin of the low side windows,
found in many churches is explained by
the custom of sounding a bell outside
the window at the Sanctus, at Mass, to
warn people at work outside that the
more solemn part of the Mass had
begun.

A sense of God's presence is ro-
vealed in their little every day habit-.
The names of * Jesus and Mary ' are
found written at the top of every scrap
of paper and every column of account ;
the wills begin with the invoeation of
the Blessed Trinity, and generally con-
tain some expression indicative of
gratitude to the providence o! God,
and of belief in the immortality of the
soul, and of the reward gained by a
life of virtue ; letters are dated by re
ference to some Sunday or festival,
and 8o on,”

No historian of these days would be
struck by the prevalence of the
beautiful old Catholic practice so gen
eral in the times we speak of, which
inculeated reverence for parents : the
children knelt before their parents
every night and addressed them,
¢ Father (or mother,) I beseech you of
every blessing for charity ;' and the
parents raising their bands to heaven
petitioned God for grace upoHn their
howed offspring, saying, *' Oar Lord
God, bless you children,”” and making
the sign of the eross with the rignet
hand over them, saying, ‘‘ In nomine."’
etc.

Dom Gasquet, who has been infla-
enced most because of his personal con-
tact with these historical testimonies of
family piety, thos summarizes.

It is unnecessary to go through the
day in any well constituted family in
Catholic England. Work was ever ire
sisted upon as necessary in God's ser-
vice, and work was savored, so to speak,
by the remembrance of God’s presence.
The two orders of the natural and
supernatural were not so separated as
they are generally supposed to be to
day. Of course, there are many in our
day who no doubt keep tnemselves in
God's presence, but whilst I believe
that most will allow that this is the ex-
ception, in the ages of faith it was
apparently the rule ; and if we may
judge from the books of instruction and
other evidences, God was not far re
moved from the threshold of most Cath-
olic families in pre Reformation days.
Of course there were exceptions, and
many perhaps led as wicked lives as
now, but there is obviously something
about the family life of that time which
is lacking in this, There was the con
stant recognition ot God's sanctifying
presence in tbe family—of this I have
spoken — and over and besides this
there were these common religious
practices of prayer and self restraint
and mutual encouragement to virtue, of
which, a'as, the modern counterpart of
the old English home knows so little.
On the faith of those simple and gener
ally unlettered people there was a
bloom - I know of no better word to ex
press what I soe — a bloom, which
perished as one of the results of the re
ligious revolution of the sixteenth ¢ n
tury.—Central Catholie.

A Constant Infinence,

A room with good Catholic pictures
in it and a room without such pictures
d ffor as much as a room with windows
apd one without these necessities. Pie
tures, and we mean oanly good, pure
pictures, are cousolers of loneliness,
and a reliel to the troubled mind
They are windows to the imprisoned
heart, books, histories, sermons which
we can read without the trouble of
turning over the leaves or straining
our eyes. They make up for the want
of many .other enjoyments to those
whole life is mostly passed amid the
smoke and din, the bustle and noise of
a large city. Pictures of Oar Lord, of
His Sacred leart, and of the saints
inspire us, give us courage and indace
us to bear our cross with Christian
resignation.

—_——————

Oh ! if all men knew the sentiments
of the Church, which far surpass the
sentiments of the best of mothers, since
hers are the very sentiments of Christ's
Heart —how fondly would they love the
Church ; how cowmpletely wounld thev
approve all her works |

Tobaceo and iqunr Habits

Dr. MoTaggart’s tobapgcoremedy removes all
desire for the weed ﬁow days, A vegotable
medicine, and ool ‘requires touching the
tongue with 1t occas lly. Price $2

Cruly marvelous arethe results from taking
his remedy for the lignor hablt I a safe and
inexpensive homs {reatment , no hypodermic
inj ¢ ions, no publicity no loss of time from

businese, and a certainty of ocure.
Address or conrnlt Dr, McTaggart, 75 Yonge
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The examination of conscience which

make before going to rest—in order
to see how they have passed the day,
and whether they have gone forward
or backward—is of the greatest use,
not only to eonquer evil inclinations
and to uproot bad habits, but also to
acquire virtues and to perform our
ordinary duties well.
ever,
not lie in discovering the faults we |
have committed in the day, but in ex-
citing averrion for them, and in form
ing a strong resolution to commit them

After the joy which springs from
right doing, the purest and sweetest is |
that which is born of comjaaionship
with spirits akin to our own.

You cannot do better than buying
4 doz. carpatins. assorted colors if you
want them, for §1 00 or 2 dozen chrys-
anthemums,
Beauty Roses for $1.00 for altar or |
house decorating they are unsurpassed. |

over 100 altars and are sold in over |

Brantford Artificial Flower Co., Box
15, Brantford, Oat.

Just out

The Sovereign Bank of Canada

Office of the 2nd Vice-President
and General Manager.

To the Sharcholders, MoxrTrEAL, 10th November, 1906,

Tur SovEREIGN BANK or CANADA,

We have pleasure in enclosing herewith statement of the Bank's position as at the close of the fiscal
half-year, ending 31st October, together with comparative statistics for the past five years. The ficures

require no special explanation, and we feel sure the progress and stability which they indicats will
afford the proprietors and friends of the Bank complete satisfaction,

The Bank'’s American and Foreign business has now attained consider importance. Our
connections abroad, as well as our facilities at home, enable us to haundle British, Continental and
American transactions entrusted to us on a favorable basis, and the results so far have been satisfactory
to all concerned.

Our principal business is, of course, confined to Canada, and is concentrated in the provinces of
Ontario and Quebec, which long experience has proven to be the safest territory in the Dominion for

N >

the conduct of a general and commercial banking business. In these two provinces the Bai

wches and 22 sub-offices, the latter being manag and in some instan
s in the North-West, as ¢

h the

ed from central points,
caly two or three days a we i

We have not yet opencd any branclic
ion the 1

seems to be unusually keen, but with the unc

country

se conditions will probably right themselves later on i the meantime we have ve itisfactorny
".\“-,':Il‘v')nn.dw nts for the conduet of atr business thronohont t Skt -
‘I'he capital of the Bank ($4,000,000) will be fully paid up in a few months, and it is a » of
satisfaction to know that our shareholders number nearly 1,200 and include some of the most

g3 1 11
eople 1 the world.

inancial peoj

I'he Sovereign Bank is at present the eighth largest chartered da in point of capital
ets amount to £25,345 , a large part of which are cot 1 th of
D tifies to the popularity of the institution throughout tl
‘The Note Circulation shows an advance of 83% over last year, and both the Circulation and
De have increased materially since the present statement was compiled
past half-year is the best the Bank has ever had, and we have every reason to think that the

[-year will be at least as good.

Your obedient servant,

D. M. STEWAR'T, General Manager.

Comparative Statistic
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1903 622,774
1904 1,214,822
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£0,000.00

GENERAL

et T8 T T : Homs =

rt Loans Secured by Octo- |Total Assets 1"‘;"&"" __ No. of
y B 4 4 . . 4,614,067.00 $10,223,740.73 ber Sub-offices | Shareholders
Commercial Loans, (less rebate of

interest) . . . . . . . .14,640,510.40 1902 55,203 i7 w7
Bank I ses, Real Estate, Safes, 1903 7,209,920 23 819
= il R 1904 110,201,954 42 854
O Kasety s s x4 4% 44 15,119,660.39 | 1905 | 13,818,938 = e
P 1906 | 25,343,401 78 1195

343.401.12
D. M. STEWART,

General Manager,

N.B.—This Bank commenced
business 1st May, 1902,

D. M. STEWART, General Manager

good people are accustomed to

An Income for Life

Ts guaranteed to the benefic-
iary under the Continuous In-
stalment policy issmed by the

North American Life

It is written on the whole life
and limited payment life plans,
and also on the endowment
plan, so that the insured re-
ceives the income himself if
living at the end of a stated
time. This policy gives abso-
lute protection to dependents,
snd on the endowment plan
makes a definite provision for
the future,

2% Explanatory booklet
sent upon request.

AMERICAN LIFE

ASSURANCE COMPANY.

TORONTO, ONT.

JOHN L. BLAIKIE,
President.

We must, how- |
observe that its best use does |

more.—Father Avila. {

For Altar Decorating.

or 2 dozen American

NORTH

HOME OFFICE:

L. GOLDMAN, A.LLA,, F.C.A.
Managing Director.
W. B. TAYLOR, B.A., LL.B., Secretary.

v flowers last Christmas decorated |

Write for our
Address The

) stores in Canada.
paga catalogue.

— |
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Many forms for the early morning ex-

street Toronmto, Canada,

The Catholic Confessiona
and the Sacrament of Penance,

By Rev. Albert McKeon, S. T. L.

15 cents post-paid After Weary Yeaks§y . . 1.00 books, it
CATHOLIC RE:ORD, LANDON, CANADA Aminta — a modabn life would be wel
drama . . . . 1.00 comm—

JUST RECEIVED

Sacred Heart of ¢
Immaculate Heart"
St. Juseph.
Immaculate Conception.
Infant Jesus.

St. Anthony.

Size 4} x 2§
CATHOLIC RECORD, LONDON, CANADA

+ Works of Archbishop 0'Brien

Memoirs of Bishop Burke,
Life of St. Agnes---Virgin
and Marytyr . . . 25

——.

As we have
only a limit:d
quantity of
the above

J1.00

Beautiful Photos of| ¢

| L The Catholic Record, London, Canada Y
following subjects :

i\[m‘y. -

A TWO NEW BOOKS
In Treaty with Honor — A Romance of
!'0ld Quebec, by Mary Catherine Crowley

|
s12 WOMAN,S surrs, ss ter of New France, T

| author of a D
Sultato $18. Cleaks, raincoats, matuw - o
b bt L Seni or satmplas nad fntoun - ) Heroine of the Qffect, etc. $1.50 post-pald

Southcott Suit Co,, Dept. London, Can. : : vrah Amanda
Bead Tor our satslogio woioP Hite eeomaom, CATL [ A Littie Girl th Ula “usheo, by
M. Douglas, $1.50 posi-paic.

CATHOLIC RECORD, L.=.m

Price 10c. each, b8
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