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THE AGED BELIEVER AT THE GATE |
OF HEAVEN.

I'm kneeling at the threshold, weary, fuint and |

sOre

Waiting for the drawing, for the opening of the
door ;

Waiting till the Master shall bid one rise and |
‘come g

To the glory of his presence, to tile gladness of
his home,

A weary path I've travelled, ‘mid darkness
storm, and strife ; ]
Bearing many a burcen, struggling for my

\ life -

But now the morn is breaking, my toil will
soon be o'er,

I'm kneeling at the threshold, my hand is on
the door,

Methinks I hear the voices of the Llessed as
they stand, B

Singing in the sunshine of the sinless land :

O! would that I were with them, amid their
shining throng,

Mingling in their worship, joining in tbein
song

The friends that started with me have cute ruF and mending of them, and |

long ago : {
One by one they left me struggling with the |
foc ;
Their pilgrimage was shorter, their triwmph
soonel won |
How lovingly they'll hail me when my toil is |

done ! {

With them the bleseed angels that know nor
griet nor sin,

1 see them oy the portals, prepared to let me
in,

O Lord, 1 wait they pleasure ; thy time and way |
are best;

But I am wasted, worn, and weary—0O Father |
bid me rest,

AN ENGLISH VIEW OF TIE “CAUSE OF
THE LOOSKNING OF THE CHURCH'S
HOLD ON THE NATION”

(From the Pary MaiL Gazerre,)

The real cause of the loosening of the
church’s hold on the nation is simple and
obvious. It lies in the progressive divergence
of the clergy from the laity ; a difference which
has grown lvss and less resconcilible, until it
seems now impossible that they can keep up
the semblance or trave! the same road any
longer. The ¢ as a body has adopted
high church principles ; that is to say, those
principles which inveolve the denial jof Pro-

who do not :

hands of Episcopally ministers with-
out the covenant of salvation. Such is the
strange technical crustin which our priesthood
have gradually suffered their cardinal doctrine
to become enveloped. Now, this we affirm,
without a doubt, is the prevailing creed of our
clergy at shis moment, certainly of the active,
demonstrative, guiding portion. It is not
ritualism to which they are attached. That is
a mere excrescence—a more temporary fancy
of a fastidious generation. Thirty years ago
the fashionable outward signs of high church
were amateur fasting and amateur celibacy.
But fasting was disagreeable, agd so went out
of vogue. The taste for celibacy did not sur-
vive the marriage of its poet Keble., Ritual-
ism has now succeeded and may last a little
longer, because it occasions no call for se -
«enial, but it is ephemeral only. High church
doctrine, as held by the great majority of its
-earnest supporters, is a very ditlerent matter,
and far more deeply rooted. Sound high
churchmen are either neglectful of ritualism
or disgusted with it; they feel in their heart a
far stronger atiraction towards their brethren
in carnestuess, low churchmen and evea dis-
senters, than towards the foolish people who
exaggerate their sentiments and injure their
cause. ' But incxurugc logic stands in_the
way. They know they are one in theory
with the most ignorant and superstitious monk
of the Romish persuasion, and divided hope-
lessly from the most learned and pious mem-
bers of 70 Scottish Kirk, or foreign Protestant ;

for the first isa member of the Catholic church,
the others are excluded from it, and extra ec- |
clasiam nulla salus. However softencd in phra- |
scology, this is the dogma held—we will not [
say believed—Dby the reiging -section of our
English clergy ; and whien once the clericul
mind is throughly imbuced with the tenets of
Apostolical succession and sacredotal authority,
fotlowed by all their inevitable consequences,
it is notic:able how all other religious truth
—all sentiments which are only held in com-
mon with other christians—seem to fade away |
and lose their colour and interests in the pre- |
sence of the mighty absorbing ideas.

What has now become of this great body of
the church's supporters 7 They certainly have
not ceased to exist ; In fact, the slight sketch
which we have given represents the sentiments
of the most solid portion of our religious laity
of the present day scarcely less than of their
fathers. But their attitude towards the church,
as refresented by the clergy, is very different,
They have lost all unity of feeling with them,
and gery much of theiraffection towards them.
1t i¥ not that they are likely to leave the
church ; they have nowhere else to go.  Their
fond traditionary feelings are not extirpated,
though greatly weakened, They are ready to
spend their money for the church/as heretofore ;
they would fight for it, if.called on—but only
with half a heart [I'hey go in a confused kind
of hope that shings will get better—that the
Popish fit of the clergy will work it self out,
and the old-fashioned Protestantism take its
turn again ; but daily their allegience grows
feebler, their discontent deeper. Their own
favourile system—the government of the
church by the State—has broken down un-
der them, because it has Ieft the church no
power to_purge itself Ly condemning these
modern extravances of doctrine, and restoring
the pilpit to Protestant uses.  They are begin-
ning to perceive this; and their perception of
itis (if the vaticinations of Dr. Pusey and Dr,
\'uu_usmn are té be regaricd) coincident with
the beginning of ¥ disestablishment ; although
some of them may fear that the consequence !
will be a worse form of spiritual tyranny than
that under which they suffer now,
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| than is called for by seven- hts of the tasks

| atit ;—a mother's and hous -€eper's work re- |

| to forget their Sund
| household ; house

| brings in ths money.

ai& out in the world ._  q

for any ordinary man

AN IN=DOORS PHOTGRAPH.

| heavy respons'bility, aud, es we shall bave | two or more nemes from
_ | the benefit of the svggestion of the most fit | should vo choice be made by this Bynod that

which to select, and I

that which according to her best understand-
ing may most tend to the preservation of peace

I declare that the woma Who is able to | pereoa as the object of our choice by the whole | the House of Bishops shall agsin Jay befgre | and unity in the church, the procuring of

systematize and carry on s l_.V the work of |
an ordinary family, illustrat- higher sagacity |
done by man. Men take o trade and work |
quires a touch from all trad A man has his
work hours and his definit. 8Ks :—a woman
has work at all hours and i ssant confusion |
of tasks,  Let any man do « oman’s work for |
a single day :—wash and (88 the children,
having provided their cloth:-he night befere ;
see that breakfast is under-w¢ to suit a fault-
finding husband ; the was m‘r on with
water (or the wash, and the e assorted
ready for washing ; the dis-water heating,
and a luncheon thought oo for the school- |
goers ; a nice dinner inhe good man's
dinner-pail ; the beds made «@F proper airing,
and the bugs fought off and: down ; the
father's convenience exact! i
prayers ; the systematic swe
at least once a wceilul'
onee to three times a y,
number of men to bring
actual washing and out ha
the drying spinkling, and
morrow, the ironing of the «

cre the old give outy the ng of bread
three times a week, with caie® and pies inter-
calated  judiciously : pickles preserves ; and

" cellar-stores to be laid in aul Dot forgotten in

their scason ; children’s rsnmners to be at-
tended to; company to |- entertainell ; her

| own person to be tidied 1p to please his

eve; the tired Aim to I welcomed and
waited on by the no her, and the
home made chee ] »
petched after he goes

them on in tha mo Y
helped albout their le

shopping and marketing

matters in general
Meanwhile %

hindered about his

rot so tax the head as

woman’s work: does.
Beside all this, by many
labor. He

strong relishes.and inc

3

F

aud goes and is rel
woman works alone an ‘“
please her hueband and 04

i
L
£z

only motive ; and alas, ‘: any wives there
be who sob in secret beforsilieir God becau-e
they fail to win one 5 :

from their husbands!
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 Diocesan Gynod,

L
)

Wep Nowv. 11, 1868.

Yerterday, in accordance with the circular of
{he Dean of Montreal, the Diocesan Synod met
for the purpose of electing a successor to th-
Inte Meotropolitan. The number of delegatee
from all parts of the Proviace was wery large,
the utmost interest being Batytally felt in the
result of the election to important an
office. At 11 oclock public secvice was
held in  the CQathedral The prayers
were  read by the Rev. Mr, Slack,
Hural Dean of Bedford, the first lesson by Rev,
Canen Bancroft and second lesson by Ven,
Archdeacon Leach. Tue coucluding prayers
were.read by Rev. Canon Loosemorg,

The Rev. Canon Baich, D.D, tl‘n preached
from 2 Timothy X115, ‘“Study to show thy-
self approved nato God” After a few in-
troductory rematks on thé generai principles
involved in the text,he applied it to the con-
duct anhd teaching of ministers themselves snd
showed bow their enérgies ought to be directed,
ed. He dwelt upon he Dioceean Misgionsy
giving the statistics of the Diocese .of Mon-
treal with its 45,000 adherents and seventy-
five ministers, He disected their attention to
the gradual withdrawal of the contributions of
the doclety for ghe Propagation of the Gospel
in order that the Church here may help her-
relf the more, uew that sho is past the
stage of iufancy. More than $12,000
a year must, therefore, 800n be withdrawn, and
it would be necessary to be prepared for that
a8 well a8 to provide for'their present deficiency
I1s was of apinion that a ép« cisl sum of $5,000
this yesr should be raiged to be applied to next
veur’s operatione, aud 80 OB yiarly, that there
might always be & year's fuvds io hand for the
fo lowing year. In this he bad Lad the full
concurrence of the late Bishop. He had wl-
ready maa beginuing In raiing that sum,
aud trusted the whole amount wight be reisea
by Junuary, To meet the deficicucy, and the
withdrawal of the Propagation Society’s graut,
it would be necessury to raise the sum of $25,-
000 annually frcm the Diocese, but this sum
could be raiged by the exertions of  the
Secretary aod the Bispop, and with thege it
could be obtsined with le8s trouble and less in-
couvenicnce to congregstions than the present
amount. He entered VPOD A Bummary of the
duties devolving upon all in entering upon the
work they had to perform, §od exhorted them
to do it erfully and without acrimony, that
no hlndms might be cast in the way of him
upon whom the choice fell.

At the conclusion of the sermon u collection
was taken up,

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper wag then
dispensed by the Lord Bishop of Torouto, as-
sisted by the Lord Bisbop of Quebec,

THE BLECTION,,

The Eynod at tbhree o'clock, Dea
Bethune 1o the Chair. There wag a large
meeting of delegates. At the requegt of the
Dean, the Rev. Canon Balch read the prayer
appointed for the occasion.

Mr. M. H. Sanborn read over the list of the
delegates, those present anewdring to their
names, ,

The DEAN then said :—

Rev. Bugrases anp BREYHEEN,—The occagion
of this epecial meeting of the dynod of this dio-
cere 1 the clection of & Kuccessor to our jate
muck beloved and deeply lamente) Bishop and
A e ropolitan, That the duty in the diecharge
ot which we are now esscmbled is one of the

“uf

House of our Right Rev. Fathers in God, this
should be a great assistance as well as an alle- |

way, we ghould all fervently
smpio of those who elected

, Bfter the ex-
to fill the first |

| viat'on of our mponaiolllty.“?t be this as it
pr

vacar ¢y, that occurred in tl e ranks of the holy |
Aposiles, “Thou Lord who kuowest the hearts |
of all men, skow us whethcr of these thou bast

chosen.” i

Next in importance to the duty whick [ have |
thus briefly endeavoured to impress upon you, |
18 that of good order and decorum in the ais-
charge of eur high function, Thue constitution
of our Syuod and tae canou for the election of |
& Bishop have ooly provided, iu ‘this respect, |
that the votes sball be taken by ballot, and ar-
rangements for carryicg out thesprovisions of |
the canen in such a way as to peevent conu-
sieu and for the prescrvation of order, For
this purpose 1 took for my guidance the admir-
able arangements mude st the last election of |
& Bishop of Torouto ; and [ scught the further |
aesistauce aud valuably aid of our Cathedral |
Chapter, The result bes been the adoption of |
the order of proceeding,  printed copy of whick
is now, I believe, in the hands of cvery one who |
is entitled to vote,

1 8hall not detsin you any lomger, bat con- |
clude with the words of my veuerable . friend |
the late Bisbop ot Teronto, on o & milar occa |
sion,and ask you, “after a fervent invocatiol of |
the Holy Spirit, to euter upon and disch¥rge |
thedaty before you in such a manner as in your |
inward suuls and cousciences you think wili
most advance the exteasion of God's Kingdom
«ud the growth ef Hie grace amongst us.”

A discuseion was raised by Rural Dean
SLACK aas to the praper occupaut of the cbair,

Bev.

-
Mx. ROEBUCK was not prepared to
Dean and Chapter fhe power of initisting
legislation, If it weas 8o and the Bishope

this Synod other names and so on UBLIl a choice |
#hall bave been mwade., That resolation |
passed by the House of Bishops laid before |
this Synod ycsterday is p by a pre
amble " That this Synod receiving
the said resolution with all the t due to
the House of Bishope, de verthel«ss
thet ‘he Uanou restricts that e ble body to
the sole duty of siguifying nemes # this Syuod
from which to elect the Bishopipiighis Diocese
su Meowropolitan without dgclaration of
suy other determination or P opinion
whatever. .
That this Synod, therefore pts to the
form of the resolntion of the of Bishops
wow befoie this Synod, and ot hold the
game a8 & precedont for the 80 far as
it conveys to this Syned any ntimation
than the names of pereons this Synod
may relect as Bishop end M ten accord-
irg to the strict provision Canon in
‘that behalt, 3
The Hon. Mr. HUNTINGD
wotion, which was carried o
The DEAN ssid bad he kod
he weuld not bave held
01

v

poonded the
usly.

v otjection
prris out of

@ members of
r for a fuw

DEAN then called on
the Syhod to engage in eilen
minatdy. At the ooaciusion o

v
, the clergy veting *‘ one side of

ing
the H and the laity on Br.

At ove 0'clock the bsllotin conciuied,
and the scrutineers retired withth@ballot boxer,

and the Synod adjourndd till wi
AETekNOEN .

At the opening of the Se
returned the follewing as the N

‘clock ,

o e .Scrntlneer.
the ballot :

his opinion being that the Archdescon was the | s e b
proper diguitary to do so. He would not prese | Bishop of Frederioton. .... & 2 1
the matter, but be would ssk thet the words Do of Ngva Scotia. . ... & 0 0
“arrapged by the Dean and Chapter” be es- Do of Quebec.. .. ... @33 9
from the orders of the dsy. : Do of Unterio. ... ....48 4 1
The DEAN held that he was the proper dig- Do of Hwen ......... 8 0 0
nitary to fill the chair, bat called the Chancel- | Do of Tovoute........ 8 0 2
lor to state the law on the sabject. Lost wotes. ... B 0 3
The CHANCELLGR cited the law, whioh Nows.......o. 838 43
was couclusive that the Deaa was the proper N —
-eceupant of the chair, 72 59
Rev. Mr, DARNELL moved, seconded bv The sesult being & r<jocti the vacs
Mr. LONSDELL, that the orders as a whole be | sent down vy the House of ps. A mes
adopted, sage to this cffect being sen! r Lordshi; s,
Rural Dean SLACK moved, seconded by the | another liet was eent dowayfrn which ths
RBev. Mr. LINDBAY, that the seccond line be | Bishop of Huron dissented 40 % note to tho
i Dean which he requerted read 1o the
on, Ma. HUNTINGDON that if | Synod. The woti d a8 follows :
the word “arranged” were made d” it L.
 wadid romove the otjection, He jpoi .t 0
that there were objections ' re- 14
ceiving the orders en bloc ’ E 1
ebould be taken s ". 4l

‘their Lordebip's 8co o

resolution that they were not prepared to sub

ngly. h "of |
Bishops thea sent down sage, with the | by excess 0

reverence and the exciting of piet® and devo-
tion in the worship of God, and finally the
cutting off occasion from them that seek oeca-
sion, of cavil against the circh and its i urgy ;
and

Whereas, 1t has been represented to this
House, by divers memorials, numerously sign-
ed by presbyters and laymen of this church,
that the introduction by certain of her members
ol vestments, cercmonies, pie tices,ornaments
of churches, not heretofcre gencrally knyayn in
the public worship of this church, is marring
her good order and harmony, wounding the
consciences of many of her true and loyal chil-
dren, rcandalizing and repelling many without
her fold, deferring hope of Christian unity and
imperillingportions of her*faith ; and,

Whereas, It has also been represented by
memorials, likewise gigned, that the neglect
and disuse by certain of her ministers, of vest-
ments, usages, and, in some instances, rabrics
well established and generally used in this
church are maiming her order and beauty, dis-
turbing her uniformity and encouraging indi-
vidual lawlessness and self-will . therefore,
be it 4

I Rssolved, the House of Bishops concurring,

That with devout acknowledgmout of that
gracious presence and assistance of her Divine

b the ballot- | Master, which has been so signaliy vouchsafed

for this church at many a crisis more perilous
than the present, enabling her in the midst of
aggressions  from without and innumerable
sbortcomings and extravagances from within,
to maintain the integrity of her doctrine, and
the beauty, decency and integrity of her wor-
ship—this Convention attributes this happy
result in a great measure, under God, to that
spirit of moderation which has rendered her
averse to all restrictions of the liberty of her
children in things indiflerent or unessential,

| 80 long as unity can be maintain. d and spirit-
| ual edification provided in any other way. It
is the sense of this Convention, therefore, that
the enactment of any canon on the subject of

{ ritual would be unwise and inexpedient at the
{ present time.  But it is none the less the sense
| of this Convention that the con i1u.d mainten-
| ance of the decency und order, as well as the
| peace and harmony, which, by God’s blessing,
: hlvﬂwuyu characterized this church, the
| avoid@Mces of the dangers of irreverences and
| lawldgsness on the one hand, and of extrava-
gance apd superstition on the other ; the pre-
servation of doctrine from the peril of inten-
tional or unintentional change, and a due re-
gard to the Scriptural canon of walking wisely

| toward them which are without, require from
all ministers of this church, celebrating Divine
yﬂn in churches or other established places
worship, a conseientious, and, so far as may

be, ste

v - < -

as by

matters doubtful, for the avoidance of unseem-

nimed the candidates they might as well go 4 mit any additional nawes, aud thet they in- | ing disputes and contradictory practice§, which

home. The amendment was lost,

Rev. Mc. DAVIUBON moved, seconded by
Mr. DRAKE, that tbe rules be taken up in
order and passed seréatim, The amendment was
host.

The main motion was then put and carried.
‘Lie Scrutineers appointed were the Rev, J
Ellegoode, Rev. T. W. Fyles and Msjor Camp-
bell for the clerical vote. The Chancellor, Capt.
Acres aud Rbv., W. B. Carran for the lay vote,
Committoes to examine the lists. Clerical
lis v. Canon Boud, Rev. R. Lonsdell,
Lurel , dev. R, W. Newman, Hon, L, S,
Euntipgdon, Mr.J. C. 8pence. Lay list—Dr,
Smallwood; Mr. W, H. Kerr, Mr. E. E. Sbel-
ton, Rev. Canon Anderson, Rev.J, B. David-

son.

The SECRETARY of the House of Biahqp{
delivered a megsage from their Leoraships con-
taining the nomination, /o

Canon BALCH read the nomigation of those
whom they had selected, They believed that
the name sbould be that of ond in Episcopal
orders, They therefore pend down the follow-
ing nemes. The Bishop of Fredericton, the
Bishop of Nova Scotia, the Bishop of Huron,
the Bishop of Ontario, the Bishop of Quebec,
the Bishop of Toronto.

A little before six the Committee on the lists
of delegates brought in theic report and tbe
Synod adjouned till this morning at 10 o’clock |

|

Turrspay, Nov, 12, 1868,
BLEOTION CF METROPOLITAN.

Yesterday morning the proceediogs of the |
Synod were resumed. The clergy, in accord- |
ance with the order of proceedings, were seated |
on the right, and the laity on the left, of the
Chair. The proceedings were opened with |
prayer by Rev, Canon Balch. Theroll of dele- |
gates was then called, and the minutes of yes- |
terday read and approved® The first part of the |
forenoon’s proceedings was taken up with hear- |
ing appeals in respect to the report of the Com- |
mitteos on lists, which were finishel a few min-
utes before twelve,

Mr.J. M FERRIS raised the point that the
House of Bishops being only ectitled to send
down a list, trom whom the Synod were to
choose a Bishop, had no power to express in
that message any opinion or determination In
addition The resolution sent down was that only
a clergfman holding Episcopal orders should
be chosen as Bishop of Montreal. [t was a
most unfortunats thing for the House of Bish-
ops itself, as, if the Synoad declined to elect any
of those whose names were sent down, they
would be obliged to change that resolution,

The DEAN declared the question out of
order,

Mr, FERRIS appealed to the House, and was | formit

sustained, o continued that it was the duty
of the Synod ; preserve harmony with the
Houee o

thought the best way would be to ask a Confer-
enceé, snd ask the Bishops to with-

hope, bat this could not be without | t
the law being observed on both sides. He |

tended to adjourn in an hour till May next The
message was received with hisses, and cries of
“yshame,” snd considersble comfusion.

Rev. Canon BANCROFT moved that a spe-
cial meeting be c.lled to separate the offic- of
the Bishop of Montreal from thatof the Mctro-
politin, The motion was raled out of order.

Mr. T. B, JGHNSON said the Bishops werc
bound to send down names uatil an election
‘was made.

Rev. Canon BANCROFT ssid he had sent
down the names of all the Bishops of British
North America but one, and they should send
that one down aleo. (Loud Cheers,)

Mr. ROEBUCK moved thst & conference be
asked with théir Lordships to afceitain if
some better understancing could net be come to.

The motion wae carried, sad the Dean np-
pointed a commudtee to confor with their
Lordship.

About half-past six the Committee returnad
and announced that thelr Lordsbips woald be
preparcd to send qown® other names im-
mediately after prayers in the morniog. Th-
Syuod then adjourped.

(Correspondence.

We are not responsible for any opinions.erpresse
by our currtspmulcnl.t.

1'1'0 the Editor of the CitRCH OBSERVER. |
New York, O t@ber 31st, TRGS,
Dear Sir,—It may perhapsibe interesting to
you to have the three stage- 0f the question of
ritualism in the Church Convéntion just closed. |
I therefore send you the mo@rity and minority
reports Of the committec 'M canons ; the re-
solves eventually adopted (¥ the Convention ; |

[ and the pastoral letter of the Bishop of Ken-

tucky, read from the puljiton behalf of the
House of Bishops. The committee reports are

| both very moderate, The resolutions adojted |
[ are of the negative churacter, placing the |
| responsibility on the shoulders ¢f the bishops,
| —both the foregoing cuanating from the
Lower House. The pastoral letter from the
bishops (of whom 30 were present when it was
read) is by no means equivecal, as it deprecates
“ most carncstly those extravagancies in ritual-
i ism, recently introduced, which tend to assim-
“ jlate our worshin to that of a church, not sec- |
“ tarian but hostife to our own.”
Yours,

SuBscRriBgR.
MAJORITY REPORT.

Thd Committee on Canons, to whom was re- |
ferred \sundry emorials touching greater uni- |
in the conduct of public worship, and |
in the ladministration of the rites and sacra-
mgnts df the church, would respectfully report |

follpwing preamble and resolutions :
Wherfas, This church seeks to keep the
happy teaning between too much stiffness in |

| l'!'l.llk‘illg end too much casiness in ndlnittlng.m

draw the resolution, substituting another | iunovations in things once advisedly establish- |

with merely the names. He would,
however, content himself with moving *that
this be not held as & precedent as there was
not time for a conference. '

The resolution is as follows, That by the|‘
Canon regulating the manner in wbich a Bish- |
op of the Diocece of Montreal and Metropolit- |

very greatest importance and golembity, I need
bardly tell you ; but it i8 one also of very
.

an ia to be elecied, it is provided that thel
House of Bistops shall ley before this Synod

-

ed, and holds that with regard to thinzs in |
their own nature, indificrent and alteravie and |
soacknowledged, it is but reasonable that upon |
mighty and important considerations, accord- |
ing to the various exigencies of the times and |
oceasions, such changes and alterations should |
be made therein as to who are in places of au-
thority, shall from time to time scem either
necessary or expedient,—her aim being to do

tend neither to the good name or to godlin
| reference should be made to the Ordinary, m
| no changes should be made against tne godly
| counsel and judgment uQ‘ the bishop) By
| order of the Committee. c~
| Wx. Coorer Meap, Chairman,
| ®he reading of this report \m\# followed by
| applause.
| The President rebuked all manifestations of
| applause, as they were unseemly in a consecrat-
| ed house,

THE MINORITY REPORT.

|
| The minority report was presented on be-
| half of the minority of the committee on
i Canons by Rev. Dr, Howe, of Pennsylvania.
| “The undersigned, a miuority of the com-
|‘ p:ittcc on canons, begjleave to offer the follow-
' ing report : This convention cannot ignore the
fact that there is at the present time great agi-
| tation among members of our communion on
! the subject of ritual—in some places reprpach
| being incuared by the omission of thoscrt:ro.
pricties of apparel and deportment in conduct-
ing public worship which the established usage
of our church has sanctioned, and in others
great alarm occasioned by garmeuts and practi-
ces, and chancel arrangements and ornaments
heretofore unknown among us, and character-
| istic in the regard of the great body of our peo-
| ple of a foreign communion,

Were this Convention disposed to close its
eyes upon these facts, the voluminous me-
| morials which overwhelm its tables, and in-

vite its attention especially to the last-named
evil, would forbid it. 'I'he undersigned, in
considering the subject have realized daily,
while they Lave given it more pratracted de-
liberation, that it is beset with difficulties par-
ticularly as a matter for legislative action,
Canon law, until it be specitic to the last de-
gree, it is easy for the evil-disposed to evade :
and any enactments upon such topics wounld,
in the present state of things, in their Jjudg-
ment, be premature, probably insufticient, and

|

without precedent in our existing legislatures,

Truée sons of the church will be loyal to the
spirit of the church. And this Protestant
Episcopal Church, having here an independent
being, has set forth its own standards and for-
mulas of doctrine, its pure and harmonious
liturgy, and adopted and maintained, partly by
rule and partly by usage, its common and re-
cognized manner of worship. In our thirty-
fourth Article of Religion it is declared that
this church, in common with branches in other
lands of tne one church cathoiic, hath power,
as nccessity shall arise, to change its ceremo-
nies. But this power it denies to an individual
member, and pronounces that whosocver of hig
own private judgment openly breaks the tradi-
tions and cercmonices of the church, which, not
being contrary to God’s word, have been ordain-
ed and approved of by common aughority,

| ought to be rebuked openly.,

And with whom rests the official right and
duty to administer such relmke privately, if so
it may be effectual—publicly, if that will not
avail—if it be not with him who is an overseer
in the Hounse of God? It isa time when amid
so much of disquietude and distrust within,
and so much of change gnd disaster without,
the church may well look to her chief pastors
to be more than usually vigilant, that they may
discourage and repress all cccentricities in
worship and economy, and adinonish the neg-
Ug(‘ul to be decorous and “Fd"l'l}'. It is a
time, when in the old paths, to remember

¥

> M

adherence to such vestments, -
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