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_ THE BRITISH ELECTION CAMPAIGN.

; “Phe Marquss of Salisbury has displayed
g i{*%éhsidemblc amount of worldly wis-
. dom in bringing on the general elections
i for the united kingdom just as the war
" in, South Africa is ending and before the
. British army has returned home.” There
{ is mo doubt that; when the officers and
E men now in South Africa are relieved

{ aged, and that this bad management on
i the part of the war office has® been re-
_ sponsibie for much loss of life. Among
the questions which will figure to a con-
* siderable extent in this campaign is the

jmanner in which the British  troops
Africa.
. . 8ome. ftime ago criticisms’ were freely
| made with regard to the character of the
' guns which had been provided for the
~ British army, and which were said, to be
* ‘much inferior in range to those used by
i #he Boers. The subject died out for a
! ¢ime as British success at Ladysmith,
. Kimberly and Mafeking took away the
2 ' of former defeats, but new we ob-
! ‘gerve that it-has been revived by no
! Jess a person than Caplain Headworth™|

Tambiton, of the royal navy, and one of
Captain
Lambton was the captain of the large
i ghip

tho,se officers and men were sent to the
| front about the time that Ladysmith was
invested, and without whose assistance
that place could not have been success-
fully defended. Captain Lambton is the
i'ﬁ‘bi‘rd son of the first Earl of Durham
. “and therefore a grandson of the Earl of
i Durham, who was at one time governor
general of Canada and ‘to whose states
manlike views on the proper policy of
Great Britaintowards her colonies, Can-
ada owes so much. Captain Lambton re-
. cently criticized the government for its
"~ fack of preparation for the Souih African
* war, and Mr. William St. John Brodrick,
the under-secretary for foreign affairs, re-
torted by describing Captain Lambton
as “only a jack ashore.” This was a ouri-
ous way in which to'speak of'a man who
_thad been thought worthy to command one
of the two finest cruisers in the British
“pavy, and who had rendered such mag-
pificent service to his country at Lady-

paration. ;
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Captain Lambton replied” that
Mr. Brodrick was a self-satisfied jack in
office and he proceeded to lay before the
British people some facts which will in-
terest them and which may have a good
deal of effect on the coming campaign-
With regard to the state of unprepared-
“ness of the government for the war In’

Yf the above statements are ‘true, and
there has been no reason to doubt: them,
they place the present government in o
very unfavorable light before the British
people. In the homes of England, Scot-
land and Ireland, which have been made
desolate by the loss of sons and brothers
in this . war, the blame of the reverses,
- which the British suffered and of the loss
of life which was sustained, will naturally
be placed upon the government which
ent its soldiers into the field Vwﬁt&mu’t‘
proper arms and equipped  thab they
could mot meet -their enemies on - equal
Why should a paltry little re-
public like the Transvaal with very limit-
ed means possess better field guns than
Everyone
knows that this disgraceful state of af
fairs was brought about by the ineffi-
ciency of the war office, which is ruled by
red ‘tape, by precedent and by a set of
old men long past their usefulness, who
regard any improvement in arms and
equipment as -dangerous innovations,which
are not to be’ encouraged. ~The fact that
a inan has been eminent in the field and
has rendered valuable service to his coun-
try as an officer in active service is by
no means @& proof that he is fit to be the
head of a great department like the war
We have a notable example of
this in the Duke of Wellington, -who, al-
though a very great general second only
resisted wtrenuously every
improvement that was suggested, among
others the introduction of rifles into the
Britsh army ‘in place of the old smooth
bore muskets with flint locks, which had
been first ‘wsed by the troops in the
reign of Queen Anne. Captain Lambton’s
disdlosures with regard to the inferior
arms of «the British artillery may not
be the means of overthrowing the pres-
ent government, but they will certainly
prevent any repetition of such a scandal
as the sending of British troops to a war
in a distant region without adequate pre-

The formal union of the Frec Church of
United Presbyterian
church, which will take place in a few
weeks, is one “of the most important re-
ligious movements of the day. The L'_nited
Presbyterian church was formed ‘a good
many’ years ago by the union of several
bodies of Presbyterians which had seceded
from time to time from the Church of
Scotland. The Free Church is the outcome
of the great secession from the Church of
Qcotland in 1843, arising out of the ques-
There has never been
any difference in the creeds of the DPres-
their
scparation has been entirely due to ques-
tions of church government. There never
has been any good reason why the TFree
United Presbyterian
Church should not have become one body
long ago, and there is now no good reason
why these religious bodies should not re-
turn to the ‘Established Church, the ques-
tions which separated them from it having
long since been settled in accordance' with
their views. The maintenance of separate
and rival churches in small communities,
swhere there is no essential difference be-
{ween them, is a great evil, because it not
only results in a waste of means but its
consequences sometimes are unfavorable
to the growth of a Christian spirit among
The bitterness which arises
between sects, especially sects which have
once belonged to the same religious body,
is often more injurious to the-cause of
religion: than difficulties which arise from
vital and fundamental differences of creed.
of Canada,
with few exceptions, became united a
good many years ago, and certaiuly there
never has been any reason to regret that
union movement. We have no doubt that
the union of the two Presbyterian churches
in Scotland, which is about to take place,
will be helpful to the cause of religion
in that country, and it will encourage
efforts to bring about a still larger union
in which all the Presbytenian churches of

The atticle, which appeared in the Sun
controvert
the views put forward by the Hon. A. G.

' THE SENY WREKLY/TELEGRAP

Blair in his reply to Mt: ShaukHnesshy{jr
regard to the impossibility of Mr. Shangh- .
nessy’s offer being accepted for the present
winter, is_a notable example of special
pleading. The Sun, which has no diff-
culty in arguing that black is white when
there is any dccasion for such efforts,
tries to make its readers believe that the

: _Tacceptance of 200,000 tons of additional
Gen. Joubert:
Litdasradtin
six pounder:
(Long Toms) and fifteen-pounder field
former with an effective range
of att least 10,000 yards and the field guns-
of at least 8,000, the latter being an es-
beautiful weapon, firing not only
shrapnel, but common shell, with remark-
able accuracy. Besides these he had 4.5
howitzers with about 6,000 yards range{:
and Pom Poms; a tiresonle and démoril-#
izing weapon-:'gich,_'by the ‘way, 1 am
ered to-and refused by

our anthorities some four years or sO
ago while Mr. Brodrick was at the war
office. To oppose these long-range wea-
pons our hard-pressed generals and gal-
lant army. had but -the fifteen-pounder
field gun throwing shrapnel shell (no com-
extreme effective range
of 4,000 yards. They can hardly be "kept
clear of Mauser fire. Am I not justified
in describing - them:as ‘ridiculous foys?
No wonder that disaster followed dis-
Our. forces iwere shelled out of
Dundee without a possibility of return-
had to abandon their
The same
‘have befallen Ladysmith if
had not wired an urgent
to the Cape for mnaval assistance.
there for the govern-
If the British artil-
lery had had decent guns  there would
disaster at Nicholson’s

fiéight by the Intercolonial railway, and
its. transportation for a distance of 750,
miles, is a matter which can be disposéd
of in a few days. If Hon. Mr. -Blair pos-
sessed the lamp of Aladdin and was ‘able
to create locomotives, cars and other
necessary equipment for such an extensive
service at a moment's notice, then per-
haps he might be ceﬁsured for not accept-
jng Mr.  Shaughnessy’s offer. - But as he
is subject to the usual limitations of hu-
manity, and has to purchase equipment
for his traffic wherever- he cép obtain it,
after getting from parliament authority
to do so, people who are moved by common
cense will see in his refusal to undertake
this great responsibility merely a yielding
to necessity. In other words Mr. Blair
refuses to do a work which under exist-
ing circumstances the Intercolonial rail-
way is unable fo perform, but which it
may perform next year if provided with
sufficient appliances in the shape of roll-
ing stock. No one can doubt that Mr. Blair
has the greatest desire to advance the in-
torests of this city and port. He has proved
it in many ways, and anyone who wishes
an ocular demonstration of it has “only
to look at the elevator which stands
beside the Intercolonial railway depot,
and at the splendid deep water wharves
which are a few hundred feet away. But
Mr. Blair cannot ‘undertake impossibil-
ities, and therefore he canrot be blamed
for not making up 'his mind to do at fif-
teen days’ notice what the president of
the Canadian Pacific railway demands of
him. ¥,

ATTORNEY GENERAL PUGSLEY.

The attacks which are being made by
the Sun on Alttorney General Pugsley are
quite  characteristic of that paper, but
we do not think that they will make
anyone think less of the gentleman against
whom they are directed, because the Sun’s
attacks are not to be taken. seriously.
The. Hon: Mr. - Pugsley 'is & son of the

‘respectable family, which has lived in
{hat county since the Loyalist immigra-
tion. He is a man, who, by his fine edu-
cation, his knowledge of the law and
.Yis matural ability, hs raised himself to
a high positien among, the legal gentle-
men of Canada: Dr. Pugsley is een-

ions in regard to the Conservative parly
in recent years, but we fail to see any
'ground for condemning him on that score,
because -a man has a perfect right to
change his views with regard to a party
which is administering the affairs of the
country, if he thinks 1t -is not doing its
duty. Some of the men who have been
very close to the Sun have also changed
their views and we need only instance
one man, the Hon. Judge McLeod, now on
the supreme court bench' of this province,
who was at one time a Liberal and a
suporter of the Honm. Mr. Burpee ., and
who became a Conservative and supporter
of the late government. We do not
mention this as a fact that is at ail
discreditable to Judge McLeod, but as an
illustration of the absurdity of the Sun’s
censures on the Hon. Dr. Pugsley. Does
ithe Sun rteally think that Mr. Fred
Sproule would make a better representa-
tive for the county of Kings in the
legistature than the Hon. William Pugs-
ley? If it will really state this out and
out in plain terms then its readers will
understand the value of its opinions.

THE C. P. R. AND THE GOVERNMENT.

B

Some of the aldermen, ‘at the meeting
of ‘the common council on Thursday, were
very anxious to disclaim any intention of
making political ecapital out of the pres-
ent relations between the Minister of
Railways and the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. We will be ready to believe these
disclaimers when e find the men who
made them trating the government in a
fair fashion, and dealing with the subject
on a business hasis. There are no doubl
some members of the common council who
are willing to do this and treat the gov-
ernment fairly, but there are others, we
fear, who are not looking after the in-
terests of St. John so wuch as the sup-
posed interests of the Conservative party,
which they think may be benefited by
raising difficulties between the govern-
ment and the Canadian Pacific ' Railway
Comgany.

We do not think that any reasonable
man will say that the present government
has treated St. John badly. When we com-
pare th+ manner in which we were dealt
with by the late government with our
treatment by the present government an:d
by the present Minister of Railways, we
must confess that the Conservatives have
not a leg to stand on. When Mr. Foster
was the cabinet minister from this prov-
ince and had the ear of the government
we got absolutely nothing, except jeers
and insults, for venturing to ask any
favors or any terminal facilitics for St.
John. We know that if the Conservatives
got into power again . tomorrow they
would simply repeat their  former
tactics in this respect and would
give us nothiug. Mr. Haggart, the late min-
ister of railways, who would be minister
of railways in any future Conservative
government, devoted a good deal of his
time last session to .ridiculing the idea of
carrying the products of the west to this
port, and he attacked the Hon. Mr. Blair
with great vigor because he had expended
money in St. John for ‘the building of
wharves and a grain elevagor. Thesc facts

county of Kings, a member of a highly-,

sured because he has changed his opin-

ST

yill Serve to showithe feelifig of the op-
position: towards us as'compared with the
acts of the goverriment, and it will assist
voters in coming to a conclusion as to
what party they should follows in the
coming elections. ;

With regard to the manner in. which
the Canadian Pacific Railway has- dealt
with us we can only say that while that
corporation has done a very considerable
service for this port by making it a point
of export, it has exacted from us very
high terms, terms so high that very mauny
of our citizens have objected to them. We
were required to hand over to the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway the line of railway
from Fairville- to Sand Point, and the
large area of land connected with it, a
property which we understand Sir Wil-
liam Van Horne values at $10,000,000. We
paid the late government for it $40,000 in
solid cash, but it was understood
that this was merely a nominal
price, to cover the value of the rail-
way, because the land itself, had previous-
ly been transferred by the city to the
government, a gift of incaleuable value in
view of the fature possibilities of this
port. We have no doubt that the esti-
mate of Sir William Van Horne of the
value of this property is within the mark,
although the price might relate to a future
period rather than to the present. When
we had presented the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company with this very valuable
property we gave them a bonus of $40,000
as an inducement for them to build an
elevator upon it, and we proceeded to
erect the deep water wharves at Sand
Point, for the purpose of accommodating
steamships which might discharge and
load their cargoes there. First and last the
city of St. John has expended about $750,-
000 at Sand Point, every dollar of ‘which
has been for the purpose.of promoting
‘this trade for the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company, for they .have the exclu-
sive right to use those wharves during the
shipping season.

Considcring the manner in which we
have treated the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company, we think that we are fairly en-
titled to candid treatment in return, but
there are many people'who think that we
have not received this measure of justice
from that great corporation. The Canadian
Pacific people seem to take a peculiar de-
light in keepipg our citizens in a state of
uncertainty as to the future, and although
they have built a second -elevator and ex-
pended a large sum of money in making

their road in a ‘fit condition to carry the |

heavy traffic over it, they ave always tell-

‘ing us that the business-does not pay and

that they will abandon St. John unless
the government can be coerced into gran-
ing them terms which they would - not

- vefiture to ask of any other corporation.

\i"e‘must‘ confess that ‘this' method of
doing business becomes titesome in the ex-
treme, andl it is open to the remark that

the company is using it5 position and the |
desires of St. John, s a’nfeans of obtain-

.ing terms from the Intercolonial Railway
which.in a business point of view are in-
admissable. It is well'’known that the

Caniadian. Pacific Railwdy' €ompany has.

been, very hostile to Mr. Blair’s proposals
to build deep water wharves and an ele-
vator at this port ifi cohnection‘with the
Intercolonial Railway, and that the offi-
cials of the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany have made many complaints on that
score to the business men of St. John. This
would seem to suggest that the Canadian
Pacific Railway €ompany desire to have
a monopoly of the export business of this
port, and finding that they cannot ob-
tain this, they are seeking to create
trouble - for the government and for the
Minister of Railways, who has been rash
enough to undertake to give us terminal
facilities of which they did not approve.
That at all events is the conclusion to
which most people in St. John are ar-
riving, and it is one which is not calculat-
ed to raise the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company in the estimation of our people.

KINGS COUNTY ELECTION.

The altorney general has issued to tic
electors of Kings a circular letter of
which the following is a copy:

Rothesay, Kings Cousty, Sept. 22, 1909.

My Dear Sir,—Having been appointed to the
office of attorney general, it has becomie
necessary, in accordance with the ccosti-

tutional law, that I should come back to the
people of Kings for an endorsement of the
action of his homor che lieu*snant governor
in selecting me as one of his advisers. I
trust that my discharge of my public duties
as a representative of my native county
during the greater part of the fifteen years
since I was first honorid with its confidence
has been such as to meet with your approval.

Owing to the short t:me prior to the elec-
tion, it will mot be possible for me to ad-
dress many meetings in the county, as 1
should have liked to have done, in order to
meet the many false charges which are
being made by my opponent against the
government, and also against myself, and it
will not be possible to do so in this letter.
I think, however, that I can properly say
to you that while genera! charges have been
made against the government, yet, although
the opposition have had the opportunity be-
tore committees of the legislature of proving
the charges there has never been a titile
of evidence given of mal-administration or
mis-uso of the public funds. The lamentable
failure of our opponents to give proof of
their charges was most strikingly shown
in e6nection with the oridge investigation.
when, although the officers of the Recora
foundry Company, which had built most of
the steel bridges within the province, pro-
duced before the committec the books and
papers of the ccmpany, which were open to
the fullest investigation, Mr. Hazen and the
counsel who were acting for him, after an
examination of the bocls, askcd no question
in reference to any contributions by the
company or its officers for political pur-
poses, or atempted to show that the chief
commissioner of public works, or any of the
members of the government, had received
any pecuniary advantage froms the contracts.,
and thereby admitted that in their opinion
there had been no fraud or wrong doing, but
that the question was simply omne of policy
as to whether it was better to give the
work of bridge building to foreign com-
panies, or to expend the moneys among the
working people of our own province.

This ~government ‘intends to pursue the
wise '4nd econcinical, and yet progressive
course” which has marked ‘the conduct of its

predecessors in developing the dairying and
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Corner Germain.

o ~ St John, N. B.

other’ agricultural interests of the province,

amd I trusy that in the“election which is to
take place on the 27th inst., you and the

‘other electors of-the. county of Kings, will

emphatically cxpress your approval of this
policy.
: I am, yours faithfully,
WILLIAM PUGSLEY.

As Mr. Pugsley states, since the present
local government party assumed office in
1883, while reckless charges of mal-admin-
istration have been made against the gov-
ernment, there has never been a particle
of evidence offered in support of the
charges. Over and over again the govern-
ment have challenged the fullest investi-
gation and as often have their accusers
either slunk away from the charges or
where they have attempted to prove them,
have ignominiously failed. Whenever in-
vestigations have been 'held the govern-
ment have come througlh more strongly
‘entrenched than before in the confidence
of t‘hf: legislature and the country.

THE BRITISH ELECTIONS.

The - leaders of #he British Liberal
panty, Lord Rosebery and Mr. Morley,
have issued a manifesto in the form of a
Jetter addressed to a Liberal candidate
in which they give their views in regard
to the government. In this they condemn
the manner in which the war in. South
Africa has been conducted and say that
it has exposed Great Britain to humilia-
tions unparalleled in 'her history since the
American revolutionary war. They further
declare that nothing can be hoped for
from the present Tory government
cither in the matter of domestic reform or
the reform of the whr office. There is no
doubt that these views will appeal strong-
lv to a large section of the British peo-
ple, especially to the working men who
do mnot seem to be mudh in favor of the
present war. At the recent meeting ot
the Trades and Labor Congress in Eng-
fand the war was condemned and this
trade and Tabor congress represents a
million and a half of English working men.
But whatever may be thought of the pos-
dibitivy of avoiding tlhis war, and the opin-
ions of the best thinkers differ on’ this
subjeat, there is mo question but thiut the
manner in which the war has Deen con-
ducted has exposed the government to
severe condemnation. No doubt the dii-
ficulties to be encountered were very. great,
but these difficulties might have bepn pro-
vided for much sooner than they were.
For instance, there were many British
officers who had experience in South Af-
rican warfare, and who knew precisely
how fthe Boers would fight and in what
manner their miltary operations would
be conducted. Among those was General
Butler, the husband of the celebrated ar-
tist, who painted that fine military pic-

‘ture, The Roll Call, himself a literary

man, who will be well remembered in

|
!

Canada by his two volumes on our North-

west, The Great Lone Land, and The Wild
Nouth Tand.

These officers pointed out to the govern-
ment the difficulties of the situation, and
ithe manner in whidh they should be met,
but they received no thanks for their sug-
gesitions. General DButler even was de-
nounced as disloyal because he ventured
to say that the war would be a difficult
and protracted one. Nothing would do
the British jingoes but a holiday march
to Pretoria, and any one who ventured
to say that this would not be realized
was a traitor and disloyal to the flag
Their conduct was precisely similar to that
of some loud-mouthed Tories in Canada,
who denouneed everyone as a traitor who
differed frem them, yet who are mnow
doing their best to separate Canada from

the preferential tariff, and giving the
Amenicans ‘an advantage over Great Bri-
{ain in our markebs.

The facts which we stated the other
day on the authority of Captain Lambton,
in regard to the inferiority of the British
guns lo those possessed by the Boers,
dhould be sufficient 'to condemn the gov-
ernment if there were no other reason.
Why should a great empire like the Brit-
ish empire, which has vast possessions all
over the world, arm its soldiers with in-
fenior weapons? Wihy s&hould its army
be commanded by ofticers who are not
competent to dischaege their duties? In
{he first case inferior weapons were used
because the war office is too much bound
with red tape to take measures to obtain
befter ones. The same system which was
condemned by Charles Dickens in one of

Sussex Exhibition,
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this novels dtiﬁ prevails in England to a
| considerable extent, and the Circumlocu-
{ion Office of that time %as its living pro-
| totype in the war office of today. It is
_true then that the military affairg of the
i United Kingdom are not well managed,
iw’md it s equally true that no reform is
. likely to come from the present govern-
imem. There are too many family inter-
ests to be served; too many useless scions
of a noble stock to be provided for, to
give ihe government a free hand or to
make it possible for them to reform the
services in accordance with the principles
of utility and justice.

These considerations will give the Lib-
erals a powerful lever in the coming cam-
paign, and the fact that nearly every man

going out of it will further show that the

drifting in the diredtion of the old hide-

follows political ideals which have long
since been discarded by edvanced think-
¢rs? The only Liberal' Unionist of any
consequence who will remain in the gov-
ernment after the elections is Mr. Chaui-
berlain, whose aspirations for the leader-

leaving ‘the administration, although he
is very far from being a favorite with most
of the men who are supporting it.

dlections have not been thought to be
good, but they seem to be improving
somewhat, and possibly they may make a
much better showing than has been anti-
cipated. Certainly the present Comserva-
tive government, if again returned to
power, will not have such a majority as
it had in the parliament which has just
been dissolved.

MR. FOSTER'S EXODUS.

e

and which we published Monday that
Mr. George E. loster is to be a candidate
for West Peterboro will not surprise any

one who has watched Mr. Foster’s
recent movements. No doubt it
will be. contradicted because such
a story getting abroad at this

time would be very damaging to the
Conservative cause in New Brunswick,
but there is no good reason to doubt that
Mr. Foster will run for some Ontario
constituency. West Petet#oro may not be
the one selected, but it will be some
nice, safe, little pocket borough, which
has been created as the result of a gerry-
mander, and which will put the ex-min-
ister of finance in a position of safety.
The fact that he has devoted all his at-
tention to the campaign in Ontario shows
thatt that province is first in his thoughts,
and that New Brunswick, the place of his
birth, only wocenpies a very secondary

ship of the party will prevent him from -
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bound systems of Toryism. What can be
expected from an administration which
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