Scripture establishes this conclusion,

summed up in the word truth, His gracious purpose is the salvation
and sanctification of men, It is the truth, and the truth alone, which
effects this :— : ’

It saves, 2 Thess, ii, 18 ; James i, 18,

It makes free, John viii, 82. :

It sanctifies, 1 Peter, i, 22 ; John xvii, 17, 19.

As it is the truth, and the trgth alone, which sanctifies and saves; in
proportion as it is mixed with error it loses its full power to effect these
grand results, both in minister and people, !

So the belief that, if men are sincere it does not matter so much what
they believe 1s wrong, for sincerity cannot make amends for the want of

the saving and sanctifying trath, in- al] itg effects upon the heart,
Hence, also, it ig wrong, because of i

state of the soul, what diligdnt students of t
especially be, and how boldly and faithfully
teachings.

Again, because God is all ' wise, He'can do nothin

g without a purpose,
and what-He has ordained must be most exactly fitted to effect the end
in view,

If this be admitied, it will follow that the ordj
which they stand connected in the New Testame
which must be injured or destroyed by any alteration, however slight.
The New Testament establishes this conclusion also.

No passage can be found to show that baptism represents the Spirit
n the manper of 5ts bestowal. The Seripture teaching is, that it repre-
sents its mgcts tn a dying and being buried to sin and a rising to new-
ness of life. How beautifully immersion shows forth this barial and
resurrection ! How do sprinkling and pouring utterly fail,

otwithstanding the arguments of Robert Hall to the contrary, it ig
cevident that bnptism_, and then communion !

nances, in the order in
ot, have a significance

ized, and hence they cannot be an example to
baptized helievers,

Baptism was ever enjoined as an immediate duty when one had be.
lieved. If this direction was followed, baptism wag first, and heace the
Supper must have Succeeded, and not preceded it, .
This Scripture evidence, coupled with the fact that, according to
Neander (val, T. 827,) and Moshem (vol. T. 69, 189), unbaptized per-
Sons were excluded from the Lord’s Supper during the first three cen-
turies, may be taken ag sufficient proof to establigh that Baptism, and
then Communion, was the Apostolic order. And is not this order fie.
0eSSA1Y to their significance. Let the btead and wine represent spir-
itual nourishment », fellowship with God, or whatever any have made it
Tepresent, it is evident that these presuppose life, and” hence cannot

beginning of that life,

’

IIL. Qoncluding remarks,

1 _?'s God has given no especial permission for change, reversal or

All that ‘God hag taught is-




