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A Tale from the Sea,

As told by an old man, in the Baptist prayer meetiog,
at Roland, Man., Feb, 1901,

Drax Frixwops 11 purpose telling you a story to-
night, of the sea  Allowing for the imperfections of the
parrator, you have a true and faithful tale throughouts—
The most of you know that I at one time followed the
sed. For about twenty-five years, I gained my living
off the water, I did not go to seh as young as many do,
infact I was about a man grown when I first started.
Now most of young men, who take to the sea, especially
those who bave a little education, do so with a view of
advancement, while all do not attain it, nearly all
10k to bé master, and perhaps master and owner later
in life. I wmust plead guilty to the same ambition, I
went fully determined to be at least captain before many
years, well I got along very well at ficst, through some
fortunate circumstances which I will not tire you by
relating. 1 was made first mate of a full rigged brig in
a little less than two years, andin » litle less than
another year I was offered charge of her, but for some
reasons that I need not weary you by stating, I did not
accept the offer. Well I did not get another chance to
®0 as master for severdl years, In fact it was so long I
began to despair of promotion, and thought I should
end my days as mate only, There is a saying, every-
thing comes to those who wait. Well it came to wme
after seven or eight; years more. Ihad the offerof a
small vessel 1o go to the West 1ndies, it was true she was
small, but & small vessel is a gond stepping stone to a
latger one. 8o wi'h a fine crew of home boys, 1 set sail,
My orders were to go round to a southern home port,
and purchase a load-of lumber, then to proceed 1o the
Island of Barbadoes lo seek the bent market to dispose of
cargo and ufter unloading to buy a certaln amount of
sugar and molusses and, with the balance of pro veeds in
eash, to return home, 1 felt it to be qulte a responaible
position for a yourg untried captain and resolved to do
my very best, Well fortune (which I use in place of &
better term) favored me. 1 had a good run round to
loading port, bought the lunber satisfactorily and had
«linpateh in loading, “Then I had a good rin 1o the West
dndies and at Barbadoes. 1 found agplendid market for
eargo st Guardalope, a French West India Ieland. 1
agaln bad good dlspateh diseharg'uy at that port and
waa able lo purchase sugar and molasees at a low figure,
gulle & little lower than my ownets told me I would
likely have to pay, Well when &'l was ready for sea,
we set mil for home, It was a beautiful day and o
splendid falr wind, and I do not suppose many ecaptaine
of His Mujealy's man of war, or eaplalns of ocean liners
were mueh pronder when walking thelr quarter deck,
Ahan was your now humble servant on that day. I had
Ruawn for yenrs that | was capable of (aking & vessel
from port to port and . #leo of transacting the business of
one, bt | had not proved (1, Now I had proved it, to
wity own salisfaetion ot least, and it was well, self, welf,
I never remeimbered (o glve Ood the thanks, | was
Aotng and golug 1o do It all, mysell,

P Aihiuk 10 wan Bolomon, whe aald pride eometh before
o fall, Tt whoever It wian made o trae proverh, ws I only
oo soon eowdd fully attest, 1 hnd & pretty daed Il For
the first night out oie man ook slek with yellow fever
or something elose slin ta 1, wnd the next duy another,
and (o nhont hres days there  were only two men  thal
eonld walk fromi one end of the deek 1o the sther, one
wan benldes wiysell,  And for the next twoor Whree
weekn, we pul 10 about as miserable & Hine as our worst
enemten sould wish, The itle wediclne we had wae
soon sxhinusied, the siek were all (n our 1ittle hole of
eabin and the weathier wan hot;  The one man and my
self hind 1o work aud steer the vessel, cook the fond, If
Ay wan cooked, which was seldem, and, what was still
worse o un, (ke oare of the slok, sueh sare a0 we
eould glve them, Poor fellows ! 1 fear they fnund we

were ot beatned nurses, thowgh our wills were gosd,
Well for bwo weeka or move we never tonk off our eloth.
ng or even turned it s bed, bat when warm snough
Iy down on deek,  When the westher was ton 0 wl, we
woild lay down on the eabin floor for & fow minuies'
wleep and 1F we eonld et one half hour st o e we
thought that fortunate,  After & week or s0 at sea It be:
enwig anly too evident, that at least some of the slek ones
would die, twe 10 partiealar, Rome of them  hesame
very anslons about thelr eleraal welfare, Oae young
wan ahout niweteen years of age, was vary anmlons, he
lamented greatly his lost state, 1 leayned from Wim,
that he hud Iately passed through o revival season and
hiad been awakened, but like a0 miny others he put 1t
off for 8 more convenlent season, but wow hils lament
was, " Oh that T had attended to it then when 1 had
friends sround me to advise and pray with we, but here
Tam, dylug without help, Alone, nebody to show me
the way," He at several timen asked me (o read the
Bible to him, whieh 1 did oecasionally, although my
time was s0 limited, | could only read « fow verses at o
time, Now 1 could have printed him to the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sins of the world, 1 could have
tald him, that the son of God ‘was erucified for him and
wat now risen and glorified and was luterceding for him
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and inviting him to come, but while my heart ached for
him, my tongue clove to the roof of my mouth,
I mede ome or two efforts to tell him
but 1 cowld not speak to the polat, you may think this
Mulnuldmu&m‘-ﬂmlhﬂ-‘d
be dead in a fewdays. But it was like this. Suppose
they had asked me if I had what | wes advisng
them to accept, and if they did not, my consclence
wonld. What suswer could I make. Theh again, lips
that had been heard all the voyage using profane words
to now talk of holy things seemed to me to be altogether
incongruous, though I will do myself the justice to say 1
was not greatly profane for a ssilor. 8o, to my sorrow
and shame, I have to say that I let them die without
much help. Well, when we had been two weeks at sea
there was hing ge happened, at least to me it
was. I must digress just here to say that I was never
superstitious, although sailors are proverblally so. I
used (o say that if the living let me live in peace I was
not afraid of the dead. I had no faith in ghosts, witches
or mermaids, nor yet in dreams. But I had a dream
which I will relate to you withont comment, Near
sunset one day I went into the cabin, and after a little
attention to the sick I threw myself on the floor with an
old jicket for a pillow, hoping to catch s few minutes
sleep to better fit me for night duty, Isuppose I was
asleep almost as soon as I tonched the floor, and I
dreamed I was just there, sick men and all, the only
difference was I thought T sat in & chair at the table and
was feeling sad over our troubles, and looking up I saw a
young lady that I was well acquainted with coming down
the cabin stairs. It diinot strike me that there was
anything s'range in. this, she walked up to me, just
looking a little more sober than usual, She was a fite
person, an admirable young , though I do not
know that she was a professed Christian at that time, 1
may just say she was nothing more than an ordinary
friend of mine, Well, she had the Bible In her hand and
handed it to me saylng, *' You read the sixth chapter of

AUOUIT kO ‘p“
“Why do the Heathen R'qt."

Dear Fellow-workers at Home ;—This morniug I find
myself thinking of you and your futerest in the great
work 'we are earrying on together, Manyof you bave
put much thought and prayer and reat self-denying effort
in Christendom's endeavor to give the to the
beathen and win them to Christ. With your
you have rejolced in every conversion reported ; and with
them you have mourned because so few, through thelr in-
strumentality, have ylelded to the claime of Jesus cruei-
fied. How it would cheer your hearts should you hesr
of thousands, in that part which you have undertaken fo
evangelize, destroylng their idols, and turning to the one
true, lving, loviag God | | and how .we wou'd rejoloe
could we read such a message {11!

Do you sometimes think your whole effort hos bees
failure ? Do you occasionally become a litile discour-
aged about the business? Do you ever wonder whether,
after all, it pays to send men and money to those who
set themselyes “* against the Lord and against His
Aunocinted,” flendishly & ined that they will not have
him to rule pver them and theirs? If you don't have any
such questionings, happy are you If you covet them,
¢ me to India and spend at least five years in the work,
Please don't think I am disheartened anl want to get
back home. I have no ides of asking the Board to make
it possible for me to return at an early date. Not much 1!
On the contrary, my faith in God's promises and in the
whole Forelgn Mission movement was never strovger
than it is at the present time. I must, however, ‘ac-
knowledge that I have had a long morning call from that
o'd *'father of lies,” the devil. He so skilfally covered
the falsehood with truth, that for a moment I felt myself
beaten. But when I quoted the second Psalm to my
visitor, and reminded him that his determination had
ever been to destroy the works of God, and if possible to
decelve the very elect ; and that he was as foolish as he
was wicked, he quite unceremoniously took leave and I

Bt John." I took the Bible from her with a jest, asking

‘why some other chapter would not do. Bhe gave tile &

commanding look and sald, ‘' You read it,"' and then
turned and went oat the. way she came in. I think it
must have been right away that I was awakened by the
crles of somie of the sufferers, 1 got up and after admin-
{stering to thelr wants I went to the onie I have before
referred to. He sald, ' Oh, Captain, it 1s getting so dark
1 can't see & bit of Hight, do get the Bible and read to
me." 1 don't think I ever before wished I wae a Chrls.
tlan, atany rate just for the sake of others, I did wish
it thet, Oh how I thought I conld tell of the Cruelfied
if only I had my lips unsesled;” and how 1 regretted they

(W 1

took nge.

Sometimes God's children while looking st the things
seen, and meditating upon the many hindrances to the
work, and the mighity power of the adversary, lose sight
of the great fundamental fact that the work ls not theirs
but thelr God’s, The Morelgn Mission movement did not
originate with man, 1t was God who concelved the plan
of presenting a crucified Siviour to all the world. And
through hils beloved Bon, and those who have belleved In
tilm, God has worked out his purpose of love Wil the
present time. Moreover, lie will continue so to doin
spite of all the heathen's raging, vntll bl will shall
have been as fully executed on earth ae it 1s in Heaven,

Why s the soldier of the oross sometimes in danger of

were ever heard wilug profane or g

1 got the book and 1 think I offered o sllent prayer for
guldance in choloe of reading when the thought struck
e to read (he slxth ehapler of Bt John, I knew sotie-
thing of the gospel of Bt John, bul had not the least
iden what was i the sixth chapter, 1 found lta long
chapter, and I was needed on deek, but I read it through-
oul. When I samie to the passage where Jesus sald, ' It
is I, be not afrald,’ the young man's countenance
brightened, he ralsed hie hands and sald, ' I see it I see
it, "n 1, be not afrald, Ves, dear Jesus, 1 will
wot be afesid,” and frem that tme (Il the end
hie wan & happy Christlan, He did his best 1o tell the
others and polut them to Jesus, especially the mate, who
was (n the next birth or bed. ‘Iiey weré cousins. We
will hope his words had & good effeet, The next night
he foll asleep, I fully trust, (n Jesas, and the followlng
morning bis eoustn died also, That evening we burled
the two {n & watery grave. A funeral at sea 1o always o
solewn sight and you may well think for a young orew
all from the same town or vielnity to have to bury one
thind of Whelr number st one time was very Impressive, 1
conld not reslsl the Impulee to read & ehapier and offer &
piayer, the first tlme my voloe was ever hieard (n audible
prayer, 1think we all felt we were very near sternity
and 1 do belleve that Jesus uever guite let go of we sinee,
although 1 wandered on barren hille and vales and over
mountaing of sin, | bhellove the all-seelug aye was wateh.
{ng me and purposed 1o bring me baok, for whieh I he

1 am truly thankiul, My story Is about all teld, I will
just add, & few days after the burlal we foll in with »
vessel of and from Now Vork, aud they supplied we with
two wen, and & few daye after that we put inte New

York harbor, The slok weal to the and event.
wally recovered thelr health, My wan selead for
salvage by the owners of the vessel who lod we with

help, and after & vewatious law silt which teek all the
profite of the voyayge, and much detention 1 anived home,
And #0 ended that golden dream; 1 had learned that 1
might propose but that it is God that disposes, Two
week after arriving the Rev, | C. (wew Dootor) Morse
preached those two young men's funeral sermon, giving
ue & very solomn aud impiessive discourse from the text,
It e T, be et afvald,'! 1 had related my dream to Mr,
Moree but have told it very seldom siuce, only onee since
1 came 1o this country, Thankiug you all for your
patient attantion, I'Il only add I hope when you go home
you will yead the sixth ciapter of 8t, Johu and pray for
o\ who may be in distress,

[T et et ooy

lnig discouraged ! Hecunse he somaetimes forgets
that the Almighty, Allwise God, his Heavenly Father has
this work In haud, and is interested in it, s he himeell
cantiot be, Ior the titie belug the divine part of the
programine {s lost sight of, )

Why do the heathien rage and rave? Why do they so
persistently rejeot the gospel offer and fight agalust the
truth as we declare it unto them? Decause they do not
reallse that in so dolny they are fighting agniust God,
They elther eliminate the divine element entively, or
blindly disavow it,

“Why do the heathen rage and the people imagine a
valn thing ! the kings of the earth set themseives and the
rulers take counsel agaiust the Lord, aud agalust his
Anolnted, saylug, Tet us break thelr bands asunder, and
let us east away thelr cords from ws, he that sitteth in
the heavens shiall laugh and the Tord shall have thew in
deriolon . . . . Askof me and I will glve thee the
heathen for thy inherltance, and the utterniost paris of
the sarth for thy posseselon.'' :

We were talking about the bitter opposition and varlel
forme of persecution that converts to Christlanity iu In:
din lnvariably meet, when a veteran misslonary of ripe
experience and strong falth most earnestly ashed |
“'Why do the heathen rage anyhow ! the poor fellows !
don't they kuow they must come to W41
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Yours fraternally,

¢ Rimlipatam, June 13, 1901, R, K, Guirmon,
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