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WHITE

IYSTERY,

(By J. Marvin Nichols.)

Seventy iong years have gone by since
Cynthia Ann Parker was lost to ecivi-
lization. In the days when old Fort Par-
ker was destroyed this great State of
Texas had a population of only 30,000.
They were harassed by over 5,000 hostile
redskins, chief of whom were the Cad-
does and Comanches. Over 8,000 semi-
civilized Indians roamed the prairies, 4
the most friendly being the Choctaws }‘,
eanmd Chickasaws. Most of our frontier
history is rapidly passing away as the
old pioneers one by one cross the great
divide. Like the lost mines of the ad- ;
venturous . Spaniards, vast historical
wealth is irretrievably lost for the want
of someone to put to record the rich rem-
iniscences of the Texas heroes. It was
lately my fortune to know and talk with
one of the veterans who wasg with the
rangers that captured Quanah Parker.
From him I got the story of the white
squaw and her boy—chieftain of all the
Comanche tribes.

In the fall of 1833 the Parker family
moved from Cole county, Illinois, to
Texas. The elder Parker was a Virgin-
ian by birth. He lived for a while in
Georgia, but raised. his family princi- |,
pally in old Bedford coutity, Tennessee:
It was from this country in'1818 that he
moved to Ilimois—then"a country far
west. To speak of Texas, even in ihe
30’s, was but to mention the land toward
the setting sun. It had a far, far away
sound. But_ the elder Parker.and'his
sons dreanied of the distant lands on the
frontier, And. they game to build their“
altar fires in'a howling wilderness. “And
what is more strange, they came to be
massacred by the Comanches, whose sav
age braves were destined to be ruled
over by the blood' of the very family
they sought to wipe out in that terrible {:
raid. ; ‘

These pioneers built Parker’s Fort on
the headwaters of the . Navdsota and
about sixty miles above the settlements
It was a blockhouse, built about a mile

-« west of the river and about two.and one.
half miles northwest of the present site
of Groesbeck. The fort was established
in 1834. At the time the Indians made
their deadly raid, May 19, 1836, the fol-
lowing 'were in the fort: The Parkers, |
Plummers, Nixons, Kelloggs, , Frosts,
Dwights - and | the Faulkenburgs, Mrs,
Duty, Silas Bates and Abram Angljn, re-
Presenting twenty-two ‘adults’ and some
fifteen or more children. They were all
in the fort on the night of the 18th, the
night before the raid. X

It was 9 o’clock on the morning of
May 19, 1836, that tragic day, like so
many others: that have made Texas a
soil ‘reddened by her martyrs’ Dblood
What would our mighty history be were
it not for these bloody chapters that te]
of the fall of forts and recount thé hero-
ism on such fields as Goliad and ‘San
Jacinto? To tell the story of these bat-
tles and our Alamo around our firesides
is to teach our sons that they’re born of
Spartan blood. i

James W. Parker, Nixon, the two Faul-
kenburgs, Bates—and-Anglin were off to
the fields some distance in Navasota
bottom. Suddenly, as if rising from the
very dust, hundreds of Indians were seen
riding toward the fort, They came with-
in 300 yards and, having halted, raised a
white flag. Benjamin Parker went out
to treat with them. He came back and
said that he believed the Indians intend.
ed to fight, but that he would treat with
them again. He went, but he never re-
turned. Pandemonium set in. Amid sav-
age screeches and blood-curdling war
whoops the whole band charged the fort,

? T .

now defended only by two men. Execu-
tion was speedy and hotrible. It was
| the commpon story. 'of an.Indian massa-
cre.. From this sad rehearsal let us turn
away to follow the fortunes. qf those
few who lived to be’even led into captiv-
ity. For there was-a mother who was
compelled to lift her 9-year-old daugh-
ter Cynthia Annsand herlittle boy John
up behind a warrior. The Indian turned
his pony’s head to the far-away Comanche
land. As he faded from view Cynthia
Ann was torn from her mother’s arms
only some day to rock ou_hetr own bosom
a baby born to rule the warriors that
 stole his mother from the whites in the
‘years of the long ago.

Mrs. Kellogg was taken' captive and
fell into the hands of 'the Kéechis. Six
months thereafter ‘some Delawares
bought her from these Indians for $150.
Thely carried her to Nacogdoches, where
General Sam Houdton paid them a ran-
som of $150—all they paid and all they
asked. One of the most revolting erimes
at the {all of the fort was the murder
of the elder Parker. Having surrounded
him with his own family, they stripped,
tomahawked and scalped him before
their sight. On the way to Nacogdoches
one of Mrs. Kellogg’s rescilers slightly
disabled a skulking Indian. She instant-
ly recognized him as the slayer of the
elder Parker. Without charge, judge or
jury the redskin was given quick pas-
sage to his happy hunting grounds.

William Donohoo, a big-hearted Ameri-
can merchant in Santa Fe, N.M., aided
by some traders on the old Santa Fe
trail, redeemed Mrs. Rachael Plummer
from an unspeakably brutal captivity.
These traders found her in the wild fast-
nesses of the Rocky Mountdins so far
north of Santa Fe it took seventeen days
to reach the frontier town. After a year

and six months of captivity she was giv- |

en a royal reception. In a short time
Mr. Donohoo and .his.good wife carried
her to "her‘brotherin-]a\v, a Nr. Nixon,
of Independence, Mo. In 1858 Mr. Nixon
took Mrs. Plummer to her father’s house,
Twenty-one months of captivity ~had
worn away. During all this while she
did not know. the fate of her baby, from
Wwhon: she was &eparated and the child
born six months after her capture was
cruelly murdered in her presence. There
is & remarkahle thing about’ Mrs, Plum-
mer’s history. She was born on the
19th. married on the 19th, captured on
the 19th, ransomed on the 19th, reached
Independence on the 19th and died on
the 19th. Her baby, lost in the fall.of
Fort Parker, was ransomed and carried
to Fort Gibson late in 1842. His grand-
father reached home with him in Febru-
ary, 1843. He grew to be one of the
most respected  citizens in . Anderson
County. This leaves Cynthia Ann and
John Parker, who were held in captivity
by different tribes—the girl by Coman-
ches, the boy probably by the Kiowas.
John Parker reached manhood and be-
came a noted warrior. His tribe plan-
ned a campaign beyond the Rio Grande.
On their raid John captured a beautiful,
dark-eyed senorita, and made her his
wife, While yet a captive she fell madly
in love, as only a Spanish maiden ean.
John. became desperately ill with small-
pox. ‘The whole cowardly tribe iled in
consternation, leaving him to die )¢ ne,
and took his senorita. But the Spanish
girl was haunted by vikions of her suf-
fering warrior-lover, Not counting den-
ger and distance, she, escaped and fled
to lus side. . He got well and ‘n re~fect
dis zust quit his tribe to make his home
wilh the people of his faithful captive-
wife. In all the romance of our early
history there is no page so beautiful as

this. It’s the story of love’s conquest
over the heart of am American pioacor
schiooled in the savage discipline of the
Kiowas and Comanches—the Arabs of
the new world.

At the fall of Fort Parker on _ the
morning  of May 19, 1836, Mrs. Parker
was forced to litt her little nine-year-old
girl, Cynthia Ann, up behind a heartless
savage. He rode away to the hunting
grounds of the wild Comanches. Twenty-
tour long years and seven months rolled
by until she was reeaptured December
13, 1860. In other words, Cynthia Ann
was 34 years old when seen again. No
word was had from her in this awful
lapse of a quarter of a century.. Long,
long before her recovery she was giveh
up as one dead. But we must know
some events that strangely brought
about the purely accidental discovery of
Cynthia Ann by which she was once
more restored to a civilization from
which she was long since weaned.

It was now 1858. Major Earl Van
Dorn, with some United States Dragoons
was preparing to leave Fort Balknap.
The tamotis Van Dormacs "
all the host ™

Sl
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the headwuiiis va «cus Luey
were packing horses preparatory ot the
desertion of the camp when Sul Ross
and his command swept down on them
like a whirlwind. In a short time he
had killed or captured everything in
sight save Nocona, who with an.Indian
behind him broke for the mountains six
miles away: - On a swift pony the chief’s
squaw, with a papoose in her arms, rode
beside him. Ross and Killiher -pursued
them like devils, Ross soon came within
range and killed the Indian riding be-

by —ay

hind Nocona. It proved to be a woman
tidden by a great buffalo robe.
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NEW ih!z IN 1853."

Information Efom the Pages of an 0ld
JBusjness Directory.
A pictorial f]p»h'ectox'y of New York
city published’ on the occasion of the
world’s fair in 1853, contains much in-
formation in text and illustfdtion relat-
ing to the smaller metropolis of fifty-
©dd years ago. The business ‘and pro-
fessional life of the city included 900
physicians, 500 brokers, 1,300 lawyers,
and more than 4,200 grocers,

The directory contains scores of ad-
" vertisements of business firms that have
Jong passed out ofexistence. Old hotels
like the Clinton House in Beekman st.,
the Irving House at Chambers street
and ay and the Mansion House in
Brooklyn, are deséribed and their ser-
vice and menu,are properly praised. ‘A
wood cut shows the Trinity Building of
that period, with the churchydrd and the
church to the south and the importing
house of Freeman & Bright to the north
at 113 Broadway. : i

The ancient Broadway ommbus_\s

shown in the  picture together with
hoopskirted ladies and gentlemen in old
time head on promenade. ;

Ready made clothing was  then in
vogue and its advertisers tell of its ad-
vantages over other Kinds of apparel for
men, Iron furniture had come into use
and the dentists were advertising min-
eral teeth. :

George Wood was then a fashionable
hatter at 242 Greenwich street. Pratt,
Woodford & Co,, were booksellers at 4
Cortlandt street, and Narine & Co. were
lithographers at 7 Broad street, Moulton,
Plimpton & Williams had a five storey
building at 12 Casey street, . running
through to: Barelay 'street. They were
dry goods jobbers and importers,

Delmonico’s French and American  Ho-
tel was at 25 Broadway and Porter &
Cummings kept the Pearl ‘street house
at 88. Classic engravings were sold by
Emil Seitz at 233 Broadway, “opposite
the park fountain.” Daguerrcotypes were

" then in favor and Brady's gallery at 359
Broadway, is named as the place to se-
cure the best,

Reynold’s Dental Detergent is ad-
vertised for cleaning teeth and removing
“the still more execrable odors ‘of that
vile and loathsome weed, which no ani-
mal excepting man and the tobacco
worm has ever known to eat.”

The National Academy of Design was
then at 063 Broadway, the American In-
stitute was at 351 and thé American
Tract Society was at 150 Nuassau street.
Among oldtime magazines mentioned are
Godey’s Lady's Book, ‘published at 156
Nassau street; the Seapel, 2 Astor
House and the Plough, Loo mand On\'il,1
at 9 Spruce street,

A real estate boom had struck the ter-

ritory now known as Bronxland. Country
residences and “charming building sites
were advertised in the village of Ford-
ham, in Westchester County. City Hall
Park, Broadway, the Baftery and Wall
street are carefully described. In regard
Wall street the editor earnestly adds:
“Long may the-head of Wall street be
guarded by the aver open church, and
its foot purified by" the ‘ever flowing
river.”

The City Hall also receives the edi-

tor’s attention. It was then believed that
the building would soon be used as a @ity
post office, in which capacity “it would
meet the wants of the city for hundreds
of years to come.”
. A woodcut of the entrance of Niblo’s
Garden pictures a scene easily recognized
by the older frequenters of Broadway.
The leading hotels of the city count up
to seventy-six. Of the entire list only
two, the Astor House and the Clarendon,
are running to-day. The Clinton, the
Collamore, French’s, the Howard, the
Irving House, the St. Nicholas, the Un-
ited States and the Prescott House are
now destroyed or obsolete as hotels.

It should be noted here, however, that
the Prescott House of 1853, is still stand-
ing as the Prescott Building at  the

e

Broadway. The ornate window caps are
the same to-day as shown in the woodeut
of the building as it looked in 1853.

At this time the station of the New
Haven Railroad was in Canal strest
near Broadway, The Hudson River Rail-
road had a station at West Broadway
and Chambers street and the Erie road
had a station or landing place at the
, foot of Duane stweet.

The volume ends with a description of
the Croton Aqueduct, which is compared
with the aqueducts of Roman history.
p There is an alphabetical catalogue of
business houses and manufacturers, some
of ‘which, like quillmakers, are. supposed
to be practically extinet at the present,
time,

A list of city street shows many that
are now known by newer names. Bloom-
ingdale road was then a continuation of
Brondway from Forty-second street to
Harlem, A promise of more wood engrav-
ings in future editions is made by the
editor, with the explandation that = the
world's fair of that period made the prico
of labor so high that some of the cuts
shown were procured at a cost of $40 ana
$60 each.
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Lightning Speed.

A Munich firm has just run a locomo-
tive ,and train weighing 288 tons from
Munich to Augsburg at an average speed
of 81 miles gn hour.

§ 1l 7
There isn’t a whole lot of difference
between being misunderstood and being
unintelligible,

‘E«.

northwest corner of Spring street and !

NO MAN’S LAND,
Quly

Unowned Spitzbergen Peopled by a

' Thousand Dead.

The name of Spitzbergen has
spoken oftener during the last
months than for many a long year. The
fact that the Wellnan airship has been
building there is responsible for Spitz-
bergen becoming something like a house-
hold word. Its history is romantic.

During the most profitable period of
the Duteh fishery, 1620-35, says the Na-
tional Geographic Magazine, over 300
Dutch ships and more than 15,000 men
annually visited Spitzbergen; more than
18,000 men were on. the coast in one
summer. These conditions led to its
summer colonization.

The most remarkable of these estab-
lishments was at Amsterdam Island,
where on a broad plain grew ‘up the
astonishing village of Smeerenberg. Here,
nearly within ten degrees of the North
Pole, 79 degrees 50 minutes north, for
& score of years prevailed an amount of
comfort and prosperity that can scarcely
be credited by the visitor of to-day.

Several hundred ships, with more than
10,000 men, visited it annually. These
consisted not alone of the whalers and
land laborers, but of the camp followers
who always frequent centres of great
and rapid productivity,

In the train of the whalers followed
merchant vessels loaded . with wine,
j brandy, tobacco and edibles unknown in

the plain fare of the hardy fishers. Shops
‘wore opened, drinking booths erected,
| wooden and even hrick tile covered

houses constructed for the laborers or

visiting whalemen, °

Even bakeries were constructed, and
jas in Holland the sound of the baker’s
) horn, announcing hot, fresh bread, drew

crowds of eager purchasers. If report

errs not. even the Duteh frau of 1430
| was sufficiently enterprising  to visit
| Smeerenberg.

The shore fisheries soon failed (about
1640). and the Dutch beipg dfiven to the
remote and open seas. Smecrenberg fell
into decadence; the furnaces were de-
molished, the copper caldrons removed and
the tools and utensils of the cooper and
whaler disappeared; only the polar bear
remained to guard the ruins of the
famous Spitzbergen fair,

But human interest in Smeerenberg
did not pass away with its vanishing
habitations, for on the shores of that bay
rest the last mortal remains of a thou-
sand stalwart fishers, who closed their
lives of toil and struggle in view of the
icy seas.

Spitbzergen of recent years has been
claiming greater attention.. A coal de-
posit of considerable value has been

been
few

found on the island, and it has become
a favorite resort for hunters and for
excursionists,

e e~ A

) It is known as No Man’s Land, as it

belongs to no country, Norway and
Sweden being unable to agree as to its
possession. Last year about half a mil-
lion dollars’ worth of oil, furs and eider-
down were obtained from the island.
Some  authority ought soen  to take
possession of the archipelago, for the
game—such as reindeer, polar bears,
ptarmigan, geese, ducks and other birds
—formerly so plentiful, is being wan-
tonly exterminated. A party of tourists
last summer killed more tham 100 rein-
deer, leaving the carcasses where they
fell and - taking with them only a few
of the finest heads and antlers, Eider-
duck nests are robbed of ‘eggs, which
Norway on her northera coasts and Den-
mark in Greenland proteet by law.
'—————’-.-.___—

COLORADO ELK RANCH.
Man Who Started It Says Elk Are as
Easy to Handle as Cattle or Horses.
“Co’ Dick! Co’ Dick!”
As the lusty lunged Colorado rancher
sends the cry echoing up from the quak-

{ the open gl

Ing asp bottoms there is a sudden crash:
ing in the underbrush. A tinkling bell
draws nearer, and soon there dashes into
ade a magnificent cow elk.
About her neck is a bell, but otherwise
there is nothing to hint that she has not
sprung from the wilds. The crackling of
the underbrush grows louder and soon
fome, ‘more elk break through into the
.open and stand staring at the human in-
truders. They make a magnificent pic-
ture against the greem bushes of the
creek bottom, says - the Denver Republi-
can, and soon acrgss the rushing trout
stream outlined against the 8yk appears
& row of antlered. heads.

If it were not for the fact that in the
earl ysummer most of the elk remain in
hiding with their young there would be
from 100 to 200 of the animals gathered
in the creek hottom or watching proceed-
ings from the opposite. bluff, for this is
the great Littlefield elk ranch of north-
western “Colorado—the most magnificent
elk preserve in the world.

Fourteen years ago Barrett Littlefield,
& veteran cattleman on the Little Snake
River, saw' that elk in the Rocky Moun-
tains would soon be exterminated unless
some steps were taken to preserve them.
Mr. Littlefield’s ranch is an ideal moun-
tain retreat at the headwaters of the

Little Snake. Here was the natural
home of the elk years ago. There were
few ranches in that part of Colorado at
that time, and great bands of elk would
come down from the mountains to win-
ter, to forage at lower levels where tlie
Snow was not so deep. They caused
losses among the Tanchmen’ owing to the
fact that the hungry animals would break
through fences to get at the stacks of

hay.

But as the country grew more settled
{ the elk were killed off. To-day, in a land
{ where one could see bands of thousands
of elk ten: years ago, one can travel for
weeks without seeing one of the noblest
animals of the Rocky Mountain game
country. The elk are practically exter-
minated as far as Colorado is concerned,
and it is only a question of a few years
until they are exterminated in Jackson’s
Hole, Wyo., their last stand.

Fortunately, however, Mr. Littlefield
had begun to work out a scheme for a
large elk preserve. From a small begin-
ning fourteen years ‘ago his elk herd has
increaséd until he has a magnificent herd.
The animals thrive here as they will not
thrive in a city park, because they are in
their natural surroundings. The Little-
field elk raneh is in the heart of their old
feeding ground. Part of it is in' creek
bottorus thickly covered with the delicate
quaking aspen, on which elk love to feed,
and part of it is mountainous. Here the
elk wander over hill and dale, getting
the food they like best and being molest-
ed very little by man. In the background
are: the snow-capped peaks of the Sierra
Madre range, and* one cannot wander
over the elk preserve without getting
some’ pictures of surpassing beauty when
elk dre surprised in their faverite haunts
or come at Mr. Littiefield’s. call.

The man, who carried out"this umique
ilea - with ‘such surprising results is a
tenicaliwesterner. " Tn “eatly ‘daye he was

v man, and old-time cattlemen in
ado say Barrett Littlefield-was one
' most daring riders it Routt county,
‘hen his elk herd begin to increase
1 off all his cattle and now deyotes
\f entirely to.the preservation and
;ation of those noble creatures of
Ids. ' e 4
ke to handle elk,” said Mr. Little-
> a visitor. “They are the cleverest
ost knowing of animals. You can’t
them the way you would handle
r horses, however. If you clout an
er the nose to make him move
18 you would a horse, he will never
it. He will give you a wide berth
after. It is hard for a stranger
near the elk pere except. late in
1 or in the winter. In the spring
the young have come the old elk.
1 the creek ‘bottoms and will riot
out.  But in the fall andwinter
feed is getting a ‘little short the
Il come at my call to get hay.
Littlefield has been compelled to
to many expedients to keep his
from growing toq. large. He has
ed the markets,of Denver with elk
in the_.holjday. season, and hé - has
1any. live é’k td' public parks, some.
veing sent to-Antwerp for the publie
ns there. For this market trade he
a nufnber‘of steer elk: These mag-
it creatures keep their antlers all
vear round, while the bull elk shed
s in the spring. It astounds men;
are famaliar with elk in theirnative
ts when; a group of antlered crea-
s is seen in summer.- . - d ;
is estimated that in the course of
vears; if. the present rate of slaugh-*
s ‘continuéd, there will be fio elk in
‘ado and comparatively”few in Wy-
g, where most of the survivors have
* Poachers are even killing elk - in
whtone National Park, running down
.animals in winter, when the police
_ otection in the park is inadequate.
mly' a few weeks ago several of these
elk poachers were. caught by the author-
ities and heavily fined.
But thanks'to the foresight of Mr. Lit-
tlefield, the elk are not-doomed to. total
extinction. As long as he maintains his
magnificent herd the wapiti family will
always be safe 'from total elimination, no
matter how shamelessly the hunters carry
on their work of destruction.

SHIPS' COMPASSES,

Period' of ‘Swing Much Greater Than
. It Formerly Was,

M. Heldau gives a summary of the
guiding principleg underlying : the con-
struction®of the modern ‘mariner’s com-
pass. ‘' It is now generally recognized
that the only effectjve way of avoiding
the disturbing’ swing of " the compass
needle is' to increase ' the period of
swing. The old normal compass of the
different navies has a period of 18 sec-
onds; while the now almost universal
Kelvin pattern hag a period of 38 sec-
onds. 4 sl

The equality of mechanical move-
ment about various horizontal axis is
brougkt about by the subdivision = ot
the original single needle into several
needles, mounted parallel to each other
at various distances from the centre of
the rose. The moment of inertia  of
the latter is increased, after Kelvin’s
example, by placing the mass of the
rose near the margin, the central Dor-
tion consisting practically of silk threads
only.

Another successful method
viding the required steadiness
of employing a liquid -in which the
needle floats. The liquid usually em-
ployed is a mixture of alcohol and wa-
ter. The magnetic system has, of
course, to be much stronger owing to
the viscosity of the liquid. Tife quad-
rated deviation by masses of soft iron
ca nonly be obviated by means of a
needle induction. In the' German navy,
soft iron masse are attachad to the com-
pass box itself. .

——————

Balloon Business is Good.
A visit to the balloon fattory of Mr.
Stevens the other day was rather sur-
prising. - No less than eleven balloons

were - found, either completed or in
course of construction. One of 20,000
cubic feet capacity is for the United
States Government.

J. C. McCoy, one of the representatives
of America in the Gordon Benuett race
this year, is having one built of 36,000
cubic feet. Another of 60,000 cubic feet
goes to a Mr. Baxter in Florida. Still
another goes to far off Johamwsl)m'g,
South Africa. .

Elmer Van Ranken, of Gloversville,
N.Y., is having an airship built which
will contain 9,500 cubic feet of hydrogen.
Two captive balloons have gone to an
enterprising couple of young men at Nor-
foik, who are operating in a pary of
their own just outside the Jamestown
Exposition. The other purchasers are
Oscar Hendler, James H. Hare, Joseph
Cali and William Thaller.—American
Magazine of Aeronautics.

The Yosemite Valley Railroad has
been finished from Merced on the South-
ern Pacific to the Yosemite National
Park, a distance of 85 miles. It rises
1900 feet in that distance,

of pro-
is thet
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LAWN SLEEVES
IN THE LORDS.

D e s ad as dohs Se s as 22 2o ad ]

The phrase lawn sleeve has by lomg fam-
iliar msage become identified with the Bish-
ops in the House of Lords. The apparel of
the lords spiritual consists of two separate
habits. The first is the rochet, a long,' 1_00§e
garment of fine white lawn, over wkich i-
a black silk robe, alse ull iength, . *
without arms, which accertuates not ¢
the whiteness but the halloon shape of
Jawn sleeves of the under garment.

Besides wearing these distinctivows' robes,
says Macmillan’s, the Bishops are separatec
in seats also from the rest of the assem‘b-ly;
they sit togethier on reserved benches im-
nediately to the right or the woolsack.

There are twenty-six lords spiritual in
Parliament—the Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Archbishop of York ‘and twenty-four
Bishops. That has been their number ever
since the time of Heary VIII. Until the
middle of the nineteenth .century that in-
cluded the entire numper of the English
Bishops. By that time vopulation had =o
increased that new bishoprics were establi -
ed, but by act of Parliament the number of
Bishops admitted to tne House of Lords
remajned the same.

Five of these twenty-tour prelates are al-
ways entitled to a seat. The two Arch-
bishops and the Bishops of London, Durham
and Winchester eit by right of office. The
others. sit in rotation.’ When there is a
vacancy it is filled by the Bishop who is at
the head of the waiting list. The name of
the successor to the Bishop who has resign-
ed is placed at the foot of that list. The
Bishops act as chaplain to the House of
Lo For a fortnight at a time one after
another reads
Proceedings.

A new lord spiritual is not introduced into
the House of Lords with the elaborate cere-
monial that attends the introduction of a
new temporal peer. He walks in between
two other Bishops, and going up to the woal-
sack drops on his right knee and presents
his writ of summons tv the Lord Chancel-
lor. Then his sponso.s, without further
formality, conduct him to his place on the
Bishops’ bench. A

One remarkable privilege enjoyed by all
peers is not-actorded fo the Bishops. If a
beer were charged with felony the court for
his trial would be the 'House of Lords, but
if an Archbishop or Bishop were indicted for
felony he would, be tried-in the Criminal
Courts before a Judge and jury- like any
Commoner., But though not entitled to a

prayers at the opening of the

. trial of a peer-before the House of Lords.

Af, however, the Peer is veing tried for his
life, the Bishops are restrained by their ec-
clesiastical obligations from the full exercise
of their judicial functious. i

In a capital case they are
trial; but it being a cuse of
are proliibited from

present at the
“blood” they
taking part in the
verdict, . and accordingly ask leave to re-
tire, making at the same time a reservation
to. themselves and theiwr Successors of all
such rights in judicature as they possess Ly

law, . This denial to the Bishops of the pri-
vilege of trial by the Huuse of Lords is due
to the fact that, as one of the 8tanding or-
ders declares, not being ennobled in blood,
they are_ lords of, Parliament only, and not.
Peers,

The lords spiritual are, indeed, the oldest
of the three estates of the reaim. - In the
beginning of Parliament the HouSe of Lords
was ‘mainly an ecclesiastical body, the pre-
‘lates, abbots and priors far outnumbering the
barons, who formed the oldest order of the
nobility. Prior to the Reformation there were-
two Archbishops, twenty-four Bishops,. twen-
ty-six mitred Abbots and two Priors in the
House of Lords; its ecclesiastical character
is also. illustrated by the fact ‘that -the of-
fice of the Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper,
from Thomas a'Beckett to Sir Thomas More,
@ period of nedrly. four hundred and fifty
years, was almost invariably filled - by pre-

es, .
The change in the numerical proportions
between the lords spiritual and temporal came
at the Reformation when the abbots and the
priors dlsappea_red with the suppression of
the monasteries, and the number of spiritual
peers was reduced to the two Archbishops.
and twenty-four Bishops. The spiritual peers
‘were excluded from Parliament for > twenty
years. or until the Restoration. Charles 17
was called to the throne &ty what is eall
the Convention Parliament in. 1660, - 7T
was immediately dissolved and .a new I
liament met in 1661, still without the By
ops; but it repealed the act of 1642, and th.
the lords spiritual again formed part of ti
House of Lords. i
As many as six attempts have been mad,
in the House of Commons since the Refordied
Act in 1832 to get rid of the Bishops as legis-
lators; and they have not only all failed,
though five of them. were made in' Liberal
Parliaments, but were also opposed by the
Liberal leaders.

Their position in the House of Lords does
not seem to make them proud and uplifted.”
Not a trace of arrogance is ever to be found
in the demeanor of the wuite and black rob-
ed group on the Episcopal bench; humility
is much more conspicuous.

“From my own observation of the House
of Lords,” says one writer, ‘I should say
that the Bishops are timid rather than self-
asgertive in declaring their opinions, and,
‘moreover, that their views are received with
stiff courtesy rather than with eager acqu-
lescente by that somewhat supercilious and
cold assembly. Indeed, it is curious to note
how frequently in the biographies of Bishops
Who have been Lords of Parliament are to
be found complaints of the limited extent of*
the influence of the Bishops’ bench in the
House of Lords.”

“I am thoroughly sick of Episcopal life in
Parliament,” declared the late Archbishop
of York, “where we are hated by the peers
as a set of parvenus whom they would glad-
ly rid themselves of if they dared, and only
allowed on sufferance to speak now and
then on Church questions after a timid ang
reggpectful sort.” .

The Bishops hold -aloof from political af-
fairs, When party issues are at stake their
bench is always empty. It is clear from their
parliamentary action for many years that
they recognize they are in the House of
Lords primarily to represent the interests
and defend the rights of the establishment,
and they endeavor to discharge their trust
conscientiously in trying, and it may be un-
congenial, circumstances. But it is plain
also that they do not concern themselves
solely with questions affecting the Church
. Students of the parliamentary debates must
know that measures tending to the mora} and
Social well being of the community—to thg
opening of the "gates of happiness in this
yox&d o thebgreatest possible number, go far
as they can be opened by le, : v
their earnest support. . Elﬂlatlonl—receioye

————eo—
The Oldest Bank, T

= There was i s

, as a kind of pu_b]lc record office
attached to the palace ang temple at
Nineveh, i vhich it w. ;
o » in which it was customary to
€posit important legal angd other docy-
ments, such as contracts for agreementg
for the purchase and sale of Property
marriage settlements, wills, ete, Amont:
these there were discovered officia] stafe'.-'
ments as to the history and truns;wtio]n
of the eminent Lanking house of Egj 1
f sanking of Egidu ;
Nineveh. q o

T—\ss_\'riem ohrono]ogy Proves that these
refer to a date about 2,300 years béfore
the Christian era, when Abraham dwelt il
at Ur of the Chaldees, as is stated *in :
~ = T, ;
Genesis.. We may therefore claim 1
this firm the reputation of beip<~ the’
oldest bank in. the world, at Afeast of
which we have any, rcm@m’ are likely

e

to have. The accounts » very .volu-
minous and cover the tragw@ttions of five
generations of the house irom father to
son.

The firm grew rapidly in importance
during this_period, during which they
attained great wealch, for they had sua-
ceeded in securinz from the king the
appointment of collectors of taxeg, a
position which in the East always Jeads
to fortune. They afterwards framed the
revenue for several of the Assyrian pro-,

vinees, wgdth very great gain to the firm..
—T. , Weekly.




