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GTTAWA, March 20.—It is believed
that the work of the sessfon will begin
in earnest hefore very long and as the
house has now been sitdng nearly
seven weeks, it would seem to be not
too early to: get down ¢o business..
There is a suggestion that the minis-
ters have no intention ef doing busi-
ness at this stand, and are: .preparing
for diesolution before Mr. Fielding pro-
duces his budget. This may be ‘taken
for what it is worth, but the emissar-

 jes of ministers are giving the sena-
tors to undersiand that it may happen.

‘The jdee Secms 4o be that a fear- of {

sudden dis-oluuon may prevent the
senators frem destroving the gerry-
mander bill Befcre this  letter is
printed the effect of this threat will
be known.

All the afternoon yesterday was ex-
pended in enswering questions and in
refusing to answer (hem. Tbe order
paper ccntains po less than 99 interro-
gatories, ‘covering 23 prinded foolscap
pages. Many of these are retaliatory
questions, put on the paper by way of
moral lesson to Mr. Mulock and his
friends, who Lave been making a cam-
pa‘gn document out of a paper which
i3 intended to ke of a decidedly busi-
ress character. The dheory is that
the questions are asked for the infor-

medion of meémbers and of the coun-
try: The practice this session is to
ask questions for the sake of placing
on the recerd eome statement that the
minicters or their supporters desire to
furnish in the most suitable form to
make voies. Mr. Foster suggested
some Gsys ago that two parties could
porticipate in this match, and there
is no doubt row that this is so. M.
Mulock’s three and four page e€xX-
tracts from his own reporis e maitoh-
ed by such qaestions as that proposed
yesterday by Mr. M'ius of Annapolis.

Mr. Mills wanted to know if Joseph
Perrault is a commissioner to the
Toris exposition, and if he is the same
Joseph who was chief commissioner to
the Philadelphia exhibition, and if a
statement which he submits is a cor-
rect stoioment of Mr. Perrault’'s ex-
per:ses in Philadelphia. The matter is
perhaps a live issue if Mr, Perrauit
ard his asscciates are likely to cut as
wide a swath in Paris as they did in
Philadelphia. The Philadelphia state-
ment contains an account running
from April“to December, from which
the following sample extracts may be
taken:

John Gilmour & Co.—

June 2v—1-2 dcz. claret.

22—1 case sparkling-wine.
22—2 doz. Bass' ale.
22—1 botile amber sherry.
22—1 gal. D. . sherry.

,22—1 doz. claret.
22—1 doz. ale.

: 14—3 cases Madoc claret. ’

¢ 13—1-2 doz. Hennessey brandy.

12—2 cases sparkling wine.
12—1 cs. sparkling wine, in pints.
31—1 gail. pale sherry.
21—1 case Madoc claret.
31—4 doz. English ale.

. 16—1 gal sherry.
16—1 case sparkling wine.
16—4 doz. ale.

. YT—1 case champagne.
27—1 case Chaiesu claret.
27—1 gal. pale sherry.
27—1-2 doz. superior port wine.
27—1-2 doz. sauteme,
27—1 doz. rale sherry.
27—1 gal. pale sherry.
27—3 gals. psle sherry.
27—2 bottles Hennessey's brandy.
27—1 gal. pale sherry.
27—2 dcz. Bass' ale.
27—1 case Pleasant Valley wine.
27—2 doz. Pass’ ale.
27—1 gal. pale sherry.
27—2 gals. pale sherry.
27-—4 doz. Bass’ ale.
27—1 case Pleasant Valley wine,
27—2 bottles Henescey’s brandy.

The statlement of expenses covers
five or six pages and amounts to some
$40,000. Sir Wiifrid Laurier desired
the items tco stand.

Ancther r«ige of motion papers is
occupied with a question asking when
a report will be made of the proceed-
ings of the international commission,
which has Lkeen making a treaty be-
tween Canada and the United States.
JIncidentally, Mr. Taylor wants to
know whether any more mboney has
been paid than ¢s mentioned in the
aucitor general's repert covening ex-
penditure of $34,600. The premier does
not feel at liberty to say when the re-
port will come. As to the expenses,
they are $170 more than eppears in
the auditor general’s account.

In acecrdance with ithe modus
vivendi established the other day, the
commons teok a run through the no-
tices of rwotfon and passed a number
of orders for papers. The decision was
that Mr. Borden should not press his
maovicm for the re-cpening of the West
Huron ard Brockville cases until his
turn should come. As there are a
dozen debatable motions ahead, he
osked that 4t be struck off ¢he paper.
He is now free to bring up the ques-

' ‘tien in some form where it cannot be
headed off. by questions of precedence
and rules of crder. Even Mr., McMul-
ien would not be able to stop a motion
made in amendment to a government
motion for supply, and though Mr,
Britton masy talk and ¢alk in his
grandmotherish way, he cannot head
off the vcte.

Myr. Martin of Prince Edwaxrd Island
Las strong ordnions in regard to roun-
¢ing out ocmfederation by effecting a
union with the cther meighboring is-
land of Newfoundland. Not only Jdoes
he see gregt sentimental amd national
advantaoges from the completion of

y{th cur nearest neighbor is grow-
ing less instead of greater, elt uth

Newfoundland is enjoying a period of | -
development and Canaeda is increasing

per trade v.ith the United States and
foreign countries.’ Mr. Xaulbach does
pot belicve that the French shore Mf-
1 ficulty slmuld stand ' in the way of
nexo(hﬁrsm. ond he agrees with Mr.
Stroule and Mr. Martin that Canada

‘ghould bLe  ready to offer Newfound-

fand the best of the bargain in nbgo-
tiations.

There was some ground for - Sir
Ciarles Tupper's protest against the

‘drseriicn of government seats during

this discussicn.  Sir Cbarles oconsid-
ered that the questicn was of greater
importance than the gerrymandering
of constituercies or the inierception of
supply by government amendments in
favcr of government policy. Yet dur-
ing dbe discussicn Sir Louls Davies
and Sir Heori Joly were the r
tatives of
Nr. Fisher havirg made a flying ap-
pearance and Jisappearance. Sir Louis
Davies did not think that the opposi-
tion atterdance was large enough to
justify Sir Charles’ criticism, though
he must have cbserved that there were
not as many empty berches behind Sir
Cherles as there were on the govern-
ment side. &ir Charles Tupper and
Sir Louls Davies appesr to be agreed
regarding Premnier Bond of Newfound-
land as unlikely to take up the ques-
tion of union with Canada. They
seem to think better of the late pre-
mier, and it is made a reprcach vo the
Taurier government that no effort was
spade to inlerest Sir James Winter and
his colleagues in the question.

S. D. S.

CTTAWA, March 21.—We Thave
reached the end of the latest little ob-
struction which the government has
interposed to the despatch of its own
business. We have also reached the
end of seven weeks in parliament and
p.eitively nothing has so far been ac-
‘ousmplished except the ordinary rou-
tine of angwering questicns and pas-
sing privaite bulls through their early
stages. Twice the motion of the
firance minister to go into supply has
been headed off by amendments on
his ‘own side of the house. The Bou-
rassa amendment was probably put up
by agreement, and the Russell motion
was admittedly a pert of the govern-
ment programme. It is probably the
first time in parliament in which the
finance minister has asked a suppor-
ter tc amend his own mction to gZo
into supply. On this occasion the
house was esked not to agree to Mr.
Ficlding’s request to go into supply,
but Lo epend a week or so deciding that
the finance minister's pclicy was sat-
isfactory. Mr. Fielding himself de-
clared that the opposition had mnever
oppcsed the preferemiial programme
urdil they were fcrced to do it by
Russell’s mection, which, &s he ex-
presged it, “brought them up to the
rirg bclt.”” We may therefcre assume
that ithe government is more amxious
ta biing the opposition to the ring
bolt tham it is to get ahead with busi-
ness.

Opposition members have no objec-
tion to a statement of their policy.
The conservative pclicy is the same as
it was a year 2g0, or three years ago,
or five vears ago. It is protecticnist
row es it was then. It is in favor of
rreferential trade wow, as it always
has been. But the party does not
chaosge to allow Mr. Fielding or amy
1vember ecting in his interest, to de-
fine .ts policy. It is able to do that
better itself. Mr. TFoster’s notice of
motion makes a distinct statement of
the areed of the liberal ccnservatives on
the trade isgue.. The announcement of
thbat rescdlution by Mr. Foster suffi-
crently meeds the sharp trick of the
government, which sought to force the
oppsition to vete against the alleged
imperial preference without having an
opportunity to state their own views
by wey of amendment Mr. Foster's
ragtion serves all the purpeses of an
amendnent.

It is deemed advisable to 1limit the
statement to trade matters, but at the
rroper time there is no doubt the
liberal comswrvadives will find oppor-
tunitly to set forth their views cn mat-
ters culside of trade and commerce.

Maore them once leaders of the party:

have aflirmed their view that the dis-
crmiinating tax by which British
goads shall hiave a real preference in-
stead-of a shem cne over fcreign pro-
Gucts shall be used to preduce a fund for
imperial defences and for the improve-
ment of communication between dif-
feremt parts of the empire. But that
mattet can be discussed later.

Mr. Bourassa is still carrying out the
ajqerent design of the party by cast-
ing his vote where it is expected to do
the premier the most gcod. His vote
vlith the opposition last night was
not ocrdially welcomed, and it will
prcbably be used to shew that he is
micre in touch on this issue with the
oprosition than he js with the govern-
ment. The fact, however, is that no-
bedy cares bow Mr. Bourassa votes.
He will keep himself square with his
own party in any case. We shall see
how ncatly he will go back to the gov-
ernment when the mouon is made of
which Mr. Foster gave nctice.

Mr. Borden’s speech last night was
not lomg, but it was forcible and co-
gent. He does not take any too seri-
ously his colleagie's lecture as to the
duty of Borden himself and of the
conservative party in the present
emergency. Dr. Ruasall ¢ook oocasion
to rebuks Mr. Borden because in ano-
ther eession he had argued that the
Belgian and German treaties were ap-
plicable to Canada and were in conflict
with ‘the Fielding tariff as originally
introduced. Mr. Borden did not find
it necessary to apologize for having
expressxl a legal opinion which was

afterwards sustained by the Imperial

law authorities, and to which the gov-
ermment were ultimately obliged to
vield. Tt doees mot minike him as &
panticularly disloyal act to state a

exam:mu‘rexretthat onr‘

#”9:'

not a.ltog'ather eontampttble

Mr. Fost.ers spaaoh was mort and !
rather caustic., A part of it was de- |
voted to the sxtmwondinacy claim ma.de(
by Mr. Russell, Mr. Maxwell, and, as
Mr. Foster charged, by Mr. Paterson,
‘haatthegoverxmteu.thadkept ‘all the
pledges made by ministers. ‘Mr. Pat-
erson protested that he had not made
such a statement. As to the others,
Mr. Feoster remindel them of several
very distinct pledges made by the pre-
mier himself, and very. distinctly vio-
lated.

. Mr. Fielding made. the usual appeal, '
intimating that this government had

*i

done about the only loyal thi since 4
Aot e, Ym:f‘l e L. Col White, Guelph, Ont.

_ ston;
 ground tkat you have of late taken
' seine tctive rart in politics on behalf

- osked why certain ofncere, im,lnd-
. White of Guelph and Col.

: uy the - toilov-mg !etter-

“Dereriment of M&)iti& and Ded.'enoe

) Ottawa, Feb. 1st, 1900.
Sir——In reply to yeur letter of the 20th

. wit.,, I am dirccted by the major gen-
| eral commanding to inform yeu that

your name wes removed from the list
of officers to undergo the staff course
at the Royal Military College, King-
Ly the hon. minister, on the

of the ppposmon.
1 bave the honar to be,
Your cbedient servant,
H..FOSTER, Colonel,
Chief Staff Ofiicer.

Here We bhave Hwo disfinet state-

“ments, one sent to Col. White by the

from all the Royal family and all the
newspapere in. Great Britain showing
that the Empire is under profound ob-
ligations to himself and his colleagues
for this so-called preference, which !
does mot prefer. It is rather odd that
with the solemmn and uranimous tes-
{imony of the empire and the universe
to his great act of statesmanship Mr.
Fielding thought it necessary to stop
business for a week in order fo add
thereto the testimony of Mr. Russell.

Now that the government has got
this certificate from its supporters, one
looks back with surprise at the omnig-
inal Fiaslding taciff and the original
Fielding -Davizs argument. They
brought the tariff in not as an Im-

perial preference but as a general re-
ciprocity measure. Over and over
again Mr. Fielding argued that his
tariff was not intanded to favor Bri-
tain more than any other country
which had a tariff lower than Canada.
Over and over again Sir Louis Davies
declared that foreigm countries were
treated th> same as ¥ngland by this
tariff. Sir Lioufs Davies went to Lon-
don to donvince the Imperial govern-
ment that Canada was mot giving
Bngland a preference over other fa-
vored nations. Sir Wilfrid = Launier
has somewhere on his premises omn
Sandy IHill a Cobden medal, which
was given him because he had refused
to allow a proferemee to Great Britain.
It is not Teported that the medal had
been sent back, though omne would
suppose after Mr. IMelding’'s speech
thait it should be at omce despatched

goi the en Club, with the confes- ' ' " 1o taken off because of Col.

. White’s sge amd infirmities, and that

sion that it was obtained on false
nndtencas.

The other night Mr. Maxwell rg-
peated with great fervor Rudyard

Kipling’s “Lady of the Snows,” omit- ,

ting one versz. Mr. Maxwell does not
enter into the spirit of that poem,
which was not intended to commemor-
ate a preference to England, but cele-
brated the declaration of Canadian
fiscal ‘independgnce and her supposed
advent ‘into ﬁhe arsna of commercial
negotiations and arrangements with
foreign nations. The central idea of
Rudyard Kipling’s poem is found in
two expressions. In one the commer-
cial independence of this country is
set forth:

“Daughter am I in my mother’s
But mistress in mine own.”
The other passage sets forth the prin-
ciple, as Rudyard Kipling understood
it and as Mr. Fielling first explained
it, of the Fielding tariff:

“ ‘1 favor those that favor me,’
“Said Our Lady of the Snows.”

Mr. Flielding has an emntirely different
stery to teill. He professes mow 1to
favor the British Empire, though the
Empire treats Canada rthe same ss
cther countries. The other countrics
that favor Canada now get no favor
from Canada. Theraefore the poem has
logt its points. But that does not
worry Mr. Maxwell, to whom a point
is mot a maititer of importance. As a

house,

of ‘the Fieliing tariff has been lost,
because it was found inconsistent with
imperial arrangements and could not
be carried out. The force of circum-
gtances has c¢hangad the original
scheme to what it is now, and has
miade an imperialist out of a commer-
cial unionist. Mr. Fielding has been
equally ready to be either.

It was understood that Mr. Fielding
was to close the debate, which he did
in a hailf hour’s speech. But it did not
stay closed, for Mr. McMillan, the tall
Scotchman from Huron, cannot be
headed off by any arrangement, When
he gets fairly under way there is no
tide flowing from his Caledomian
mountains that rush:s more fiercely
and froths more than he. So
he put in nearly an hour, not
discussing Russell’s motion nor the
British preferenc2, but praising the
government for taking the duty off
corn, commanding Mr. Fisher and the
Ontamic government for instructing the
farmers, declaiming on cold storage
and explaining West Huron corrup-
tion. Mr. McMillan buys etock steers
and fattens them in his stables. Free
corn seems to be a benefit to him.
What the farmer who raises other
grain may think of it is another ques-
{ion. There are those in Ontario who
think that tthe United States ought to
have given free barley for free com.
But Mr. McMillan does not sell barley
and he buys cora. Moreover, he goes
out at cemtain times of the year at a
certain rate per day, paid by the On-
tario government, and instructs farm-
ers. On the whole, he is a contented
and prosperous man, making money’
off his farm, as he has a right to do,
seeing that he is one of the best in his
jiine of agniculture in Western Ontario.
He has a perfect right to commend
the government for giving a prefer-
ence to tha Unibad Staies by putting
the products of that country om the
free list. It is not quite so clear why
he shoull commend this real prefer-
ence at the particular moment when

.ed them from the general.

: out <f Australia,
. Australian story is sa add to be credit-
. able to Hulton.

’

chief staft officér, stating thet tbe re-
roval was on political grounds, the
other made in the house by the minis-
ter of militia, that the removal was on
military grounds.

Sir Mackenzie Bewell  yesterday
brought up the matter in the senate.
To him the sceretary of state repeat-

‘od the ssworiion of the mimister, with

the addition that the statement made
by Col. Foster was not true and that
the resson given by him was not the
onc given by the minister to the gen-
eral. Sir Mackenzie Bowell pointed
out thét there was a deiiterate official

| falsehood somewhere and he wanted
" tn kncw what the government propos-

ed to do with Col. Foster. It seemed
to Gim that the case demanded ®&
thorough investigation. Col. White has
been ssked by the gevernment to con-
sider Col. Fester's letter as never hav-
inZ been written, but has not seen his
way clear to take that view of ¥t of
course Col. White, like any other fil-
itia cfficer, kes a perfect right to take
rant dn lnhticq ihcugh he says he did
not do so, and that nis caly offence
v:as {hat he hed some of the By Town
Ccems pictrres in his otfce.

The reirister of justice, comimg to
the rescue, said that Col. Foster was

‘1ot excieed of uttering a falsehood.

He repeated instrictions as he receiv-
In short,
Mr. Mills’ ccntention is that General
Hutten had lied. The.facts, according
to Mr. Mi'ls, are that General Hutton
put Col. White’s name on the,list

! without instructions frecm the minis-

ter, that the minister ordered the

istead of causing this reason to be
given to Coli White, General Hutton

! placed in the mouth of the minister a

resson t hich ihe mirister never gave.

Ferguvm pointed out that
no werse accusation ageinst a British
fficer could be made than that he
had maliciously invented a statement,
rlaced it in the minister’s mouth and
caused it to be sent to another offi-
cer. This was a charge of deliberate
end malicicus falsehcod, made against
Genera' Fotton in his absence. Sen-
ator Ailan said that frcm what he
knew of General Hutton this seemed
to him to be incredible, From his
knov:ledge of the gemeral, he would
have thought him incapable of any
such crime.

Senator

After soime further discussion, the
secretery of stale gave another sug-
gestion of dhe kind of relations
that bave existed between General
eral Hutton and the goverrment. He
stated ¢hat in his discussions with
General Fiutton he had often remind-
el the goereral 1hat he had been re-
called from Australia on account of
rolitics. We may judge from this
that General Hutten’s attempt to
carry on the affairs of ihe militia out-
side of polinies has been attended with

. great -difficvliies. It must have been

: i-pleasant to him to be told by the min-
matter of fact it has been shown a |

hundrad times that the original idea '

ister every day or two that he must
behave himeelf, as he bad been driven
especially’ as the

8. D. 8.

OTPAWA, March 22— The gerry-
miander bill will prcbably have met
jts fate or passed its second reading
before this letter is printed. So far
as cne can see from the discussion yes-
terday, the¢re is no change in the at-
titude of senators who supported, or
of ithose who opposed the measure last
year. The minister cf justice givesmno
arguments different from those he ad-
vanced last session and his case is pot
as strong ncw as it was then. One of
his cwn supporters in the gther house
has condemned the measure as un-
just end unfzir in one particular, and
pushed his attack so far as to have
the clauses struck out which apply to
his province. The rest of the bill is
no better. Mr. Mills has obtained the
authority of certain English lawyers
for the statement ihat it is competent
for perHament to pass the bill, even
though it is not introduced after the
dccennial census. The opinion  does
not appear to be a reasoned opinion or
to have teen given after an argument.
We are, therefere, left in the dark as
to whether these lawyers mean amny
more tban that the . bill, if carried,
wiould be a valid statute. The conten-
tion has not been that parliament had
not the iechnical power to deal with
this matter, but that the spirit and in-
tention of the act of union was violat-
ed by such legislation. Probably the
act, if possed, will be sufficiently good
law to make the elections valid that
might be held under it. But that is
herdly a justification for departing
from the intention of the act of union

and from the course that has been
pursved duming the past thirty years.
This much s certain, that if parlia-
ment, or either branch of, has the
power to rass the bill, it has also the
right to 1eject it.

Mr. Mills seems to ihink that dthe
senate hias no such right, even though

‘buticn

‘Tewed the bili of 1892 to pass, i not be-

twe sﬂzﬂemen. with a!l their liberal

‘colleagueée in the senate in 1892 and in |’

1882, took the ground that the senate
~ | had Ml Wﬂty to reject a redistri-
had pu-ed

mdsn Nor
clion was
)ismém to pass

t to 1
a bill, but to the 'char-

vhat dthe maﬁoﬂty t

nwnths’ hodst. If it was competent for
Senator Scott te meve,

Mackenzie Bowell tc do it now. If it
was right for a rumber of senators to
vote against the commons representa-
ticn Dall in 1882, or 1892, it *is 7zight
for scnators to do ‘the same in 1900. No
one will pretend 1hat the question - of-
the right of the senator to move an
smendment or to vote in a certain way
is ‘made less by the fact that he is one
of a majority rather than of @ minor-
ity. Senator Scott and his friends al-

cause they bad not enough power to
vote against it, but because they Xad
not encugh veotes to throw it out. So
‘far ns their voting power weni, they
used .. Sir Mackerzie Bowell and
{h(®e who ggree with him have exact-
1y the same right to act so far as
their voting power goes. It is not to
be suppcsed ikhat 'a  senator’s  rights
and powers vary according to the num-
ber of men who may stand up . with
kim to be ocournted.

In the commons yesterday Mr. Blair
took up the traasportation problem
and talked for three hours. The ques-
tion is one which is supposed to im-

wer: of Halifax. These | '

acter of the bill self. Qu both occa- |

tl\hpe;?g l¢"J.?‘Iﬁe‘y voted ﬂ;iﬁ;g ‘gzl

ithe hoist. i}
other years, it is cmnpet:em for Sit}

)n- Camptell, the flour miller from

ent, 'who hus retained his tariff pro-
'tvcﬂosn He suggested that the mem-
bers ovght to get their lists from the
Iccal authorities and not insist upon
the useless expenditure of public
moaey by baving them printed at Ot-
tawa. Mr. 'Wallece pcinted out to him
that & revised list suitable fer his pur-
pose oould be obtained at the clerk’s
‘office at a cost of ‘about $750, and then
it wwould not be printed. It was sug-
‘gested to Mr. Campbell that he ought
to have put in his protest against the
- printing of lists at the bureau some
time ago. That was one of the pro-
visions of the government bill, and is
the law of the land, so that Mr. Camp-
bell though he 3id not know it was
among the members who were kick-
ing and cuffing the unfortunste fran-
chige -law. The fact seems to be that
the law is er.d must be unsatisfactory,
as it provides no machinery within the
oontrol of the house. It does not
' save ¢ne cent of expense, for the
printing of lists at Ottawa is still
found neceesary and the local officers

terest all Canada and particularly the
Ontario members representing the
district interested in the various land

pot the same power to dinterest. Mr.
Blair did not draw a large house. He
spoke with some fervor at times, but
he was addressing benches in front of
fhim which contained from six to ten
members and benches behind him
which for two hours together had less
than a dozen occupaats. The speaker
called his substitute and  went away,
all the ministers but two disappeared,
and the private mombers slipped off
until Mr. Blair addressed a large ar-
ray of unapprectative wood and
apathstic leather.

There is nothing very definite in the
minjster’s programme except that he
intends to push the existing canal
route to a  complation, to arrange a
two million dollar harbor at FPort
Colborme on thée western end of Wel-
land canal and to make Montreal a
well equipped port.. As to the Geor-
gian (Bay programme and all the
other rival enterprises, he has a gen-
eral counsel of delay with a judicious
mixture of ultimate encouragement.
Flor his predecessors Mr. Blair is not
disposad to speak in too high terms.
He claims that they were dilatory,
did not spend money fast enough, or
push on the work with sufficient
energy. The Conmor
which through the good “~will of Mr.
Tarte and other promoters has. ob-
tained large concassions in Montreal,
is highly commended by the minister,
as was naturally expected. On this
matter and in sevearal others Mr.
Blair takes issue with that excellent
liberal orzan, the Montreal Witness,
which has had a hard struggle in
dealing independently with the Blair
and Tarte transportation schemes.

The house of commons had two
other matters of syme importance be-
fore it dn yesterday’s silting. The
unfortunate franchise bill which was
adopted two years ago has kept the
government in hot water ever since.
'hhe officens whose duty it is to revise
the lists and ‘send copies to Ottawa
are slow in their parformance, and as
they are not federal officers the gov-
errfment has no way of dealing with
them. Then the~bill itself is full of
anomalies, inconsistencies and uncer-
tainties. The solicitor general is sup-
posed to have some vague glimmering
«f understanding as to what was
meant. But he only visits parliament
about once in ten days, and therefore
is mot on hand to explain the mys-
teries of iniquity. There is hardly a
member of the house who has not a
franchisa bill amendment among his
luggage. They are keeping them back
this year beeause the government is
supposed to have a general franchise
amendmeat hill somewhere to be
brought out when the solictor general
finds time to come to parliament. At
prasent his private law practice seems
to be taking his whole attention.

ey

Meanwhile Mr. Carroll, a govern-
ment supporter; had a little bill which
he brought in yssterday, thus opening
the way for the general discussion.
It comes out that lists which should
have been here thrse months ago
have not arrived yet, and that hardly
any ares printed, whercas they all
ought to have been printed at the be-
ginning of the year. The law requires
that each member and each defeated
candidate shall raceive a certain num-
ber of copies. The defeated candi-
dates are not hare to tell their experi-
ence, but the members are strongly
in evidence 'with the eanouncement
that the law has failed in their case.
Mr. Ganong having learned from the
premier thiat the Charlotte county
iigts were ready and passing through
dhe printars’ nands, walited a. reason-
able, time and idbhen sent for his con-
signment. He was informed that the
lists had been sent to bhim several
months ago, and on further enquiry
ascertained that the official was talk-
ing about the lists of 1898. Other
amusing experienses were given and
the poor franchise act was kicked
end cuffed about in a most uncere-
moniows manmer: . Chariton came
4to' #ts. relizf by a.utack!ng the late
framchise law. Mr. McMullen, who .
thas arrived at the point now of justi-
fying everything which bhe considers
no worse than the worst acts of the
late govermment joined in the counter-
attack.

Prescntly the happy thought struck

and water routes. The minister has-:

syndicate, -

will not work for the dominion parlia-
nrent unless they are paid for it.

The cther discussion of vesterday

arose on a question of order. When
Mr. Foster told the government that if
the privilege of putting questions for
campaign purpeses was abused on
cne side it would be abused on the
other, he was a good prophet. Mr
Mills’ lorg question ebout exhibition
comriy¥ssioner Perreault’s “bill for
wines and liquors, for dinner, and
" cook, and waiter, and more dinner,
and muae vine, and more brandy, and
more cigars, and for “Annie,” is quite
relevant to the appointment of the
same Joseph Perreault to the Paris
exhibition. If a new parliament has
erisen that knows not Joseph, Mr.
Mills is disposed to bring him back
to public remembrance, together with
his Madoc and his Hennessey, his
Chateaun and his Pleasant Valley and
his other suklime vintages.

The government side Lit upon an
expedient for the suppression of Mr.
Malls’ curiosity. They ordered him to
read his gugstion. He could have done
it in an hour and had no particular
objecticns, but the members of the
liouse were dispozed to get along with
business. For three years no member
has been asked to read questions.
Tney stand ¢n the order paper with a
number cver them and the member
rises, eaying: “Mr. Speaker, I de-
sire tc ask question No. 24 standing in
my name.” The questicn of order was
whether Mr. Mills should be treated
differersly from other members. Sir
Charles Tupper took ihe ground that
an unkroken usage of several years
ad ihe force of a rule of the house.
Sir Wilfrid did not take that view of
the case. The speaker who means to
do right, but is nevertheless apt to be
virorg because he usually does as the
mirdsters suggest, took the same view.
thhieugh he did not prcduce any rule to
suppert it.
The discussion was iong and
brought out among other speeches a
vigorous one from Mr. Dawin, who
expressed his opindon of a govern-
ment which had ome rule of order for
its friends and another for its oppcn-
ents; which promot2d the efforts of
Mr. Mulock to fil ten pages of Han-
sard with an alleged question chopped
out of a blue book and discouraged
the laudable curiosity of Mr. Mills,
whosza question was mot so long. The
govermment was informed that if Mr.
Mills read his guestion everybody els:
would have to do the same. Mr.
Davin assured Sir Wilfrid that he
would never lead the house in an or-
derly manmner if he had mot the re-
spect of the opposition, and this he
could not have if he made different
rules for different sides of the house.
An dnterruption from Mr. Blair lel
Mr. Davin to get out of order by say-
ing that the minister of mailways “had
the air of a bully.” He hardly waited
 for the speaker to intervene, but has-
‘tened to withdraw, remarking tha:
“the’ ministar of railways can put on
the manners of a geatleman.” Then
after a pause in  which a doubtful
and disturbed expression sbole over
his face he added thoughtfully.
“though I hawve mever seen it smyself.”

Flinally Mr. Mills began 'to read, and
was doing it with considerable unction
and enjoyment, having just got
launched fairly in the direction of th®
wine list, when the premier repentsd.
Perhaps the premiers’ repentance v~
due to the faot that the members
were constrained to keep order during
the reading: When Mr. Mills com-
menced Sir Louis Davies emteresd into
conversgtion with another membel
who was standing. Mr. Foster ©%-
postulated, informing the speaker tha-
he could hardly hear a word that was
read. Two or three times the minis-
ters were called to order for moving
around and distracting attention from
‘the wine lists. Then it happened that
Mr. Mills was stopped on the very
verge of the Henmessey and MadoC
end the Taffitte and the pale sher™™
Sir Wilfrid agreed that the charmin<

. catalogue should be taken as redt
But Mr. Mills was just beginninz 1°
enjoy himself, and remembering ¢
ruling of the speaker that a membeT
_might read it if he desired, ccmciude‘1
‘to go on. He was only ‘Induced t
stop when Sir Charles Tupper lau"h-
ingly joined the premier in a request
that the caremony be diSpensad with:
It goes in Hansard the same. .
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